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T O  T H E
•  -

Tradefmen, Farmers, ifc.

Friends, Fellow-Citizens, and Countrymen,

H E R E  liveth not, throughout 

H i s  M a j e s t y ’s Dominions, a 

People more L o y a l , than W e, 
his Good People o f I r e l a n d . 

Nor has this O u r  L o y a l t y  ow­
ed its Kife to the Ferment o f Parties, and a Spi­
rit o f Contention. It has been the W ork  pf 
Reafon ; the C o n flu en ce  o f  Experience aqd 
cool Reflection. Every Circumitance has con­
curred to lead us to it. The Remembrance o f
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former Calamities»....... a Senfe o f the many
Bleffings W e enjoy, under a G o v e r n m e n t , 

to  Us remarkably a G o v e r n m e n t  of Kindnefs
and Protection--------- Gratitude for the Days of
Peace W e have already numbered--------- Re­
gard to the Peace of our Days to come---------
every one of theie has contributed, to cheriih 
and ftrengthen in our Hearts this L o y a l  A f ­

f e c t i o n  to the B e s t  of Princes. It has be­
come in a manner natural to Us. And the 
Eilablifhment of his Throne, and the Conferva- 
tion of Our Civil Enjoyments have W e wifely 
accounted, as infeparably interwoven the One 
with the Other.

I t  may then juffcly be Matter o f Amazement, 
how this Loyal People was ever induced to be­
lieve, that a King, fuch as we now are bleffed 
with, fhou’d form an Attempt to the Diminuti­
on of the public Happinefs ; and that, in Com­
pliance with the Humours of any Minifter, H e 
ihou’d fet himfelf to opprefs thofe Liberties, of 
which he has, thefe fo many Years, been the 
avowed P r o t e c t o r . The very Suppofition 
implies Abfurdity. And yet, You know, my 
Countrymen, This or fomething very near it mull 
have been, if the Inferted Claufe was big with 
the ruinous Confequences, W e have been taught'
to apprehend from it.------But of all Evil Coun-
fellors, F e a r  is one o f the moft pernicious. It 
perverts the Judgment. It will ihape a Buih into 
an armed Enemy ; and cloath a Shadow with

Terrors.
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Terrors. It darkens even the moil inviting 
Appearances ; and can make us flart away from 
the Embrace of a Friend. A n d  thus, I fuf- 
fpedt, has it now happened to Y ou. This fame 
Claufe, You have been told, was an hideous 
Moniler, fent forth to deftroy and devour Y ou  ; 
and fo You have taken it for granted, and fled 
off, without permitting yourfelves once to turn 

about, and confider it.

M y  only Purpofe therefore is to conciliate 
and becalm. And i f  this my Endeavour can 
contribute aught towards the re-eftabliihing 
Tranquillity and Confidence in the Minds o f  
Y o u , my Fellow-Subje&s, and the bringing 
Y ou  back to the Culture and Advancement o f  
the National Profperity, I have obtained my 
End, and ihall efteem myfelf abundantly re­

warded.

I n my former Letter I took Notice to You, 
that, whatever was the Iffue o f the depending 
Contefl, the licentious Freedoms, in which W e 
indulged Ourielves with refpeft to Government, 
never cou’d admit o f Juftification ; and that, tho’ 
the Caufe was ever fo much the Caufe of Liber­
ty, yet was it difgraced and endangered by the
Method o f  Defence W e had chofen.---- i-This
was true in the moil favourable Coujlrufiion the 
Cafe was iufceptible of, Even allowing the fu- 
fpetfed Claufe to be really unconftitutional and

unfriendly.



unfriendly.--------- A t  this Day, You fhall fee,
how much farther the Argument may be carried. 
1  ou ihall fee, that even this favourable Confiruiïi- 
cn is hardly to be depended on ; and that the 
Claufe, however it may have been drelfed up 
into a Form dreadful and affrighting, is, not- 
withitanding, guiltlefs of all mifchievous Tenden­
cy, and entirely confident with the Nature of 
the Conftitution.

A n d  firft let me prevail on You to confider 
the Words o f the amended Bill, feriouily and 
difpafiionately ; read them over ; examine them ; 
try what is their Import and true Value. T h ey
jay not------ mark that------ they fay not, that the
King is to carry away our Money, at Will ; or 
that he is to raife Money without Confent o f  
Parliament : They fay only, that the Surplus- 
Money now in the Treafury ihall, as far as is 
necelfary, be applied, towards the Difcharge o f  
the National Debt, that is, towards the Eafe 
of His Majefty’s Subjedts o f  Ireland ; and 
this Application, fays the inferred Claufe, H is 
M a j e s t y  has gracioujly Recommended, and de­
clared  ̂ that H e wou'd confent to it. If then the 
K i n g  has not in himfelf a Power of applying 
this Surplus, or any Part of it, for any Purpofe, 
or on any Emergency whatfoever, doubtlefs the 
inferting o f  thefe Words was improper and un­
con d ition al. But if, on the other Hand, 
there is fuch a Power vefted in H is  M a j e s t y *
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(  7  )
for the more effe&ual Security o f  the Common 
W eal ; why, in this Caffe, the Words are regu­
lar, and expreffive o f  a Right, truly belonging 
to H im .

N o w , the K i n g , it is alledged, is the Public 

T ru fte e  ; and the Ililies o f  the feveral D uties 

granted by Parliam ent, thofe appropriated to 

particular Purpofes excepted, are granted, fay 

T h e y  w ho have exam ined the purport o f  A t t s  

o f  this Nature, to the K i n g ,  to be adminifter- 

ed by H im , under the General T r u ft ,  for the 

various Expences o f  G overnm ent. I f  it be 

thus, it feems to follow, that w henever the 

P a r l i a m e n t  have thought it proper to grant 

certain Duties to the K i n g  under the General 

T ru ft ,  and afterwards find it expedient to m ake 

a fpecial Application o f  any P art o f  the liTues 

o f  thofe Duties, the Pleafure o f  the K i n g  m u fl 

firft be know n, and H is Confent had, before 

they can refume a G rant already made to H im  

as O u r Com m on T r u s t e e ,  and which it m ay 

be necelTary, for the C o m m o n  G o o d , to apply 

in a different M anner.

T he  Queftion then is------Are thefe Matters
fo?----------Parliamentary Ufage, and the Rea-
fon o f  Things, feem to fay they are. I fhall 
confider them both. T h e  Confequence will na­
turally follow.

I n d e e d ,
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I n d e e d , I am in great Meafure prevented b y  

the Writers of the Confederations and Obferva- 
tions. And from their Accounts evident it is, 
that this Claufe is not that, our Fears made Us 
think it. liut however, a Word or two more 
cannot be ufelefs, where fuch ftrong Prepoflef- 
fions have fubfifted. And, either by infilling 
anew on the Arguments they have employed, 
or by urging other Arguments not yet made 
Ufe of, may this Procedure be placed in a 
Light, which, tho’ not a more happy Light 
than that in which it has already been placed, 
may nevertheleis have its fhare in removing 
gloomy Prejudices, and diffufing Peace and 
Chearfulnefs throughout this Land.

W h a t  Grounds there appeared to be, from 
the Manner of ExpreiTion in the former Afts 
for the Difcharge of the National Debt, to 
judge, that the C o m m o n s  did not confider the 
P r e v i o u s  C o n s e n t  of the C r o w n  as fubver- 
iive of the National P r o s p e r i t y ,  W e are all 
iufficiently inílruóted. Agreeably to Y o u r  M a ­

j e s t y ’.? Gracious Intentions, faid the Bill o f 
1 749.  Whereas Y o u r  M a j e s t y  has been Gra­
ciously pleafed, to fignify that you would Confent, 
and to recommend it to Us, was the Style of 
That .of. 1 7 5 t .  Thefe Forms certainly afford 
fome kind o f Argument. T h e  very great pains 
taken, to elude the Force o f them, are Proof 
fufficient o f their Significancy.

T he
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T h e  F o r m ,  in tro d u ce d  in 1 7 4 0 ,  w a s  not 

e v e n  impofed on the C o m m o n s  ; it w as  their 

o w n  C h o ic e ,  their  o w n  L a n g u a g e .  T r u e  it is, 

as th e  V in d ic a t io n  fh re w d ly  o b fe rv e s ,  that 

G r a c i o u s  J n t e n t i o n s  an d  C o n s e n t  are d i f ­

ferent W o r d s ,  n or  d o  th ey  f ig n i fy  e x a f t l y  th e  

fa m e  T h i n g .  B u t  th e n ,  that G r a c i o u s  In - ,  

t e n t i o n s  d o  n ot  im p ly ,  the P le a fu re  o f  H i s  

M a j e s t y  m a d e  k n o w n ,  fo m e  AiTurance 

o f  his R o y a l  A p p r o b a t io n  g i v e n ,  before the 

Bili  w e n t  on, this n o b le  A u t h o r  lays. not. N ay, 
he h im f e l f  tells u s ,  that this was the v e r y  m e a n ­

i n g  o f  thefe now obfeured W o r d s .  T h e y  w e r e  

inferted, h e  inform s U s ,  Vindication p. 7. in 

C o n fe q u e n c e  o f  the C o n c u r r e n c e  o f  L o r d  

Harrington, then o u r  C h i e f  G o v e r n o r ,  who, fays 

he,  having a general Knowledge of H i s  M a j e s ­

t y *  s mojl gracious Intent tons, to make his Sub­
jects happy, readily concurred in fo  ju jl and honour­
able a Scheme. And this Concurrence, continues the 

Vindicator ,  effeffually removed all Obflacles. O b ­

s t a c l e s  therefore there were in the W a y  o f  the 
Bill, w h ic h  w e re  not to be r e m o v e d  b u t  by  a 

K n o w l e d g e  o f  H is M a j e s t y ’s Gracious Intentions. 
A n d  ta k e  Notice, it matters not, whether 11 is 
M a j e s t y  w a s  diredtly applied  to  o n  th e  Oc- 
cafion, or w h ether ,  H e  w as  not. T h e  C h i e f  

' G o v e r n o r ,  ’ tis confeffed, took it on h im  to 

an fw er for His M a j e s t y ’s Intentions; an d  

T h is  therefore was a Declaration, as from  the

B  K i n g
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K ing  himfelf, in his Name, and inverted with
his Authority,--------- T h e  Obfervations, An-
fwer to Proceeding Vindicated, p. 7, give a dif­
ferent Account of this Affair. But more need 
not be deilred, than what the Vindication has 
thought proper to concede. »

In t 75t > the Word C o n s e n t  was inferted 
in Great Britain \ and the Bill fo amended was 
returned hither, and paífed without a fingle 
Negative, or even fo much.as a fingle Objecti­
on againit it. Now if the Admiifion of this 
Word really threatened ib many dreadful Ills, 
!s it to be believed that the Great Body of our 
Reprefentatives, the Guardians of the National 
Liberty, would calmly and deliberately, for any 
Confideration whatever, have given way to it?

They were engaged in an important Enquiry, W e 
are told— What Enquiry could be of Moment 
equal to this Affair, by which the very Being 
o f our Conftitution was to be affedted ?— It is a 
Maxim with all wife Nations, that the Puniih- 
ment o f even the Worft of Criminals ihould 
be lefs vigoroufly fought after, when not to be 
obtained without the Deilruition of many In­
nocent Perfons. And ffiall it be faid, that here 
a whole People was expofed to Ruin, their 
Rights infringed, their Liberties fet at hazard ; 
in order that One Guilty Man, and he not ca­
pitally Guilty, fhould fall a Viftim------ that a
Mortal Wound was fuffered to invade the Vitals

of
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o f the State, in order that the cutting oft of an 
infignificant Joint might be performed with the 

greater Accuracy ?

L e t  thofe, who defcant fo violently againit 
the Previous Confent, choofe therefore what 
Side of the Argument they think proper. E i­
ther the Admiifion o f this Word is deftruótive 
o f  our Liberties, or it is not. I f  it is,— Vv hy
in 17 5 1 was it tamely complied with?------ If it
is not------ W hy in 1753 are our Fears thus

excited ?

B u t ,  Words may be twilled : Fadts are o f  
a more ftubborn Nature. And F a c t s  there 
are, P a r l i a m e n t a r y  P r o c e d u r e s , which 
fully fpeak the Senfe o f the Commons, con­
cerning this Truft the Crown is faid to be in­
verted with.------ In March 1749, there was in
the Treafury a Surplus o f  more than two hun­
dred a n l twenty thoufand Pounds. T h is  Sur­
plus was growing until the Oftober following. 
A nd yet, in Ottober^. when the Payment o f 
the Public Debt was taken into Confideration, 
there were only one hundred and twenty eight 
thoufand five hundred Pounds applied, towards
the’ Difcharge of the Debt.------ In March 1751,
there was in the Treafury a Surplus o f two 
hundred forty eight thoufand three hundred 
fixty fix Pounds, feventeen Shillings and four 
Pence. And this likewife a growing Sum. And

B z in
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in Oiïoler folio win g, the Debt of the Nation being 
then no more than two hundred thirty ièventhou-
fand five hundred Pounds, yet only onehundred 
and t wenty thoufand Pounds were applied towards 
the Reduction of the National Debt.— It is plain," 
therefore, that, in 1 749, there were about one 
hundred thoufand Pounds; and, in 1751, about 
one hundred and forty thoufand Pounds, Surplus 
Money, left in the Treafury. And. yet, the 
Ballance, remaining in 1751, was more than 
fufficient to difcharge the whole National Debt, 
and an Exceeding there would have been of about 
eleven thoufand Pounds. T h e ordinary Ex- 
pences of the Eftabliihment were alfo provided 
for. Nor was there Caufe to fear a Deficiency 
in the Revenue before the next Seflion— Why 
then was not the whole Debt paid off, and the 
Nation eafed of the Burden of the Loan-Du-
ties ?------T h e Vindicator himfelf, p. 7. tells
the Pveafon ; and a better W e need not defire. 
H e tells us, that to the Difcharge of the Debt 
there was to gofuch a Part of the Surplus remain­
ing in the ‘treafury, as. could be fpared, leaving ' 

JIM in the Treafury a Sufficiency, to anfwer any 
fudden Demand. A fudden Demand therefore there' 
might be ; and fuch, as it was the Concern of 
Parliament, that there fhould be Money to'an- 
fwer it. And, W ho was to be the Judge of 
the Importance of the Demand? Or, W ho in 
that Cafe was to make the Application ? T h e 
E x e c u t i v e  P o w e r , beyond Queftion. The

K i n g ,

I



K i n g , to whofe Adminiftration this Surplus 

Money was left, in order to enable him the 
more effe&ually to provide for the Safety and 
Happinefs of his People.

A  T r u s t  therefore is admitted. This 
T r u s t ,  it appears alfo, has frequently had Ope­
ration. And cumulative Evidence may be pro­
duced, repeated Proofs, Seflion after SeiTion, 
that the Commons have examined P a y m e n t s ,  

made by Virtue o f  this T ru it  executed, without 
ever condemning them as unconftitutional. Out 
o f  the many Inftances to this Purpofe, I fhall 
feledt one, to which the Vindicator himfelf, 
p. i S. has appealed ; and therefore in the men­
tioning o f  which, I fhall not be accufed o f par­
tial Choice.

In 1703, a Committee was appointed by the 
Commons to infpeil the Public Accounts ; and 
they reported, that they had found Penfions 
on the EftabliOiment granted to certain Perfons, 
Duke o f  St. Albans, Earl of Ranelagb, & c. who 
appeared not to them to have deferved the Fa­
vours conferred on them.

Now, whatever was the View o f  the Vindica­
tor in introducing this Report, it certainly ne­
ver can follow from it, that the Crown has not a 
Right o f applying Public Money. It follows 
indeed, that the Parliament have a Right to en­

quire,
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quire, to what Purpoiès this Money has been 
applied, and, when thefe are found improper, 
and not tending to the Public Benefit, to cen-
fure fuch Mifapplications, and make Reprefen- 
tations to the Crown againft them. But, will 
this Precedent prove that there is not a Power 
o f  Application of the Money granted by Parli­
ament under the General Truft, vefted in the 
Crown ? It proves direftly the contrary. And 
it even proves, that this Power may be exer- 
cifed, not only in the Support o f Meafures of 
manifeit Ufe, and immediately relative to the 
National Preiervation, but alfo for Purpofes o f  
more remote Expediency. Elfe, why have this 
Committee of 1703, angry as they feem to have 
been, expreiîed themielves as they have done ? 
Do they fay that this Application of the Public 
Money, in reward of Faithful Services, was un- 
conftitutional ?— No— They only fay, that thefe 
particular Applications, in favour of certain 
Perfons were improper ; becaufe it did not ap­
pear that any fuch Faithful Services had been 
performed by them. I f  a Man invaded and 
with-held my Property, would it not be a 
itrange Plea, to urge, that he fpent the Fruit 
o f his Rapine in an unbecoming Manner ; that 
he applied it to Purpofes ufelefs and reproach­
ful ? Wou’d I not rather fay, that, whatever the 
Purpofes he applied it to, he was equally guilty, 
becaufe he applied what did not belong to him ? 
— — — It may be proper to obferve, that the

Report
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Report o f this Committee was fo far from being 
confidered as a Direction to the Crown, that 
the Penfions thus noted were continued, and 
the Payments made thereon allowed as Legal 

Payments.
»

B u t ,  it is urged, the Infpeftion o f  the Public 
Accounts belongs to the C o m m o n s , and, accord­
ing to P a r l i a m e n t a r y  U s a g e , whatever Bal­
lance is found, it always is credited to the Na­
tion------ All this is chearfully admitted. M ay
not however this Power lodged in the C o m ­

m o n s , and the Right claimed for the C r o w n ,  

conflit together ? T o  them it belongs, to infpeót 
what have been the IfTues o f the feveral Funds 
granted— what Payments have been made —  
and to what Ufes— and, to report the Ballance. 
In Juitice to the K i n g , and in Juitice to the P eo­

p l e , are They called to the Difcharge o f  this 
Duty ; that both the Fraudulent Embezzlement, 
and the needlefs W afle o f the Public Treafure, 
may be prevented. And the Ballance, when any 
is found, is credited to the Nation, becaufe it is 
to be adminiftred for the Nation’s Service.

•

H a v e  they ever therefore, regardlefs o f  Roy­
al Prerogative, taken away this Ballance from 
the General National Service, and appropriat­
ed it i Have they ever declared that the K i n g  

was not to be inverted with any Conilitutio- 
nal Truft in the Adminiftration o f it? and that

(  >5 )
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it ihould folely be applied to Purpofes point­
ed out by Them ?— If the Law of the King­
dom fays this, all Conteil about the Matter 
is at an End. But, except fupported by fome 
fuch Law, it is hard to conceive, how the 
Calling for the Accounts, or the. Bringing on 
the Ballance to Credit, can affeft the prefent 
Queftion. The Plea is, that the K i n g  has the 
Power to apply this Money, but, at the fame 
time, not in any other manner, than under the 
Conftitutional Truft, fo as to advance the Eafe 
and Happinefs of His People. And whenever, 
or by whatever particular Application, This is 
done, the K i n g , it is apprehended, has exercifed 
a Right truly inherent in Him ; and thole A d s  
of Power are Regular and Conftitutional.

T h e  Form Infer ted is however a Novel Form. 
And, antecedent to the Year 1749, there is not 
the leaft trace o f  Words, of this or the like 
import, having place in any of our Money Bills. 
— W hy, truly W e never were told there was. 
Nay farther,’ I think W e may fay, it is abfurd 
there fhould. And for this plain Reafon. Be- 
caufe, Antecedent to the Year 17 g, no A ft  ever 
paifed for the fpecial Application of Money al­
ready granted to the Crown under the General 
Truft. The National Debt indeed is faid to 
have been reduced in the Years 1719, 17 21, 
and 1 713, by the Application of the SurpluiTes ; 
but then thefe Applications, We are alfo inform­

ed,
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ed.  vvere made by the Crown, by virtue o f  the 
Conftitutional Truft ; the Parliament not direit- 
ing. Heretofore then, A ll Bills relating to M o ­
ney were Grants by Parliament o f  certain Duties 
or Aids to the Crown, for Purpofes o f  Govern­
ment or o f  Public Utility. And therefore that 
the K i n g  fhou’d previoufly Confent to thefe 
Bills, that H e ihou’d give leave to His C om ­

mons to grant him Money, wou’d be altogether 
fubverfive of our Liberties. It would imply, that 
all the Wealth o f the Nation was the K in g ’s, 
with this prepofterous Circumftance, that W e  
were granting to Him, what mud, in that fup- 
pofition, have belonged to H im  before.

B u t , fays the Vindication, P. 80, 8ï. it ap­

pears from the Proceedings o f the Parliament 
of Great Britain, that Eftates veiled in the 
Crown for Public Service may be refumed, and 
yet the King’s previous Confent not had. And 
therefore, & c . Such was the Act o f  Refumption 
of Irijh Grant's, paifed in the Reign o f King 
William : And fuch the A ft  for the Encourage­
ment of Seamen., in the Reign o f  his prefent Ma- 
jeliy. T o  this it has been already anfwered, 

that thefe Inftances are, both o f them, foreign to 
the prefent Cafe— In the prefent Cafe, the Ques­
tion is, whether the King has a Right, In the
alledged Inftances, the Right was acknow­
ledged *.

* Anfwer of Conf. to Proceed, vivd. p. 27.

C M a y
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M a  y a Perion however prefume to  take a 
-nearer View of thefe tuppofed Authorities ! —  
jTbc A ft  pailcd in ,1739 gave .all Captures made 
•at Sea to the Sailors, fho’ the Orow.n had the 
/ole and abiolute Property in every Ship and her 
Cargo, .taken from an Enemy ;by any of his Ma- 
> % ’£ s Nps -of War,— And the Commons mo* 
v&d .and proceeded in this Bill, without regard 
to  what his Majefty’s Pleafure .might be.— It 
is .neverthelefs affirmed, and the F ad, I appre­
hend, is by many know,n to be true, that .his 
Majefly gave Diredions to his Servants to defift 
tfrom all Opposition to this Ufeful Bill, and not 
to  fuffer that any Conilderation of his Preroga­
tive fhoia’d interfere with the Public Profpeii- 
tty. They defined. And It became a  Law.

T h e  A d . fo.r the Resumption of the Irijh Gmnts, 
in the Reign of King IVilham, is ibmewhat 
snore to die Purpofe. But withal., it affords a 

ftrongProof, how hard the Author o f the Vin- 
Acation found h im tlf  puihed, whenhe had Re- 
scourfe to a Precedent, fuch as this. And lor­
ry I am, that it has beet? .mentioned in the pre- 
ient Queftion. Eecaufe, .unluckily, it happens to 
'be a Monument of the Public Ingratitude to one 
<cf A>t G .mai eft Princes that ever reigned. It was 

«Ifevifed— by avowed Enemies to his Govern­
ment— and other reftlefs Spirits o f  thofe Times, 
'ssá»o& <iifa.pf,oir:tfd Ambition urged them on.

Thefc
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Thefe Men, dïfguifin g  their own wicked’ Fur- 
pofes under the fair pretence of coniultîflg tnr 
Common. Weal,, fought by this means to diftre& 
and wound the Heart of this E x c e l l e n t  

P r i n c e , who had bellowed the Forfeitures a~ 
mong his. Servants* many o f whom had fought: 
by his Side,, and,, in conjunction with him, had: 

expofed their Lives for the Public Liberty..

I n d e e d  it had been well for the Noble 
Writer,, if  he had met with the Obfervations o f  
a Countryman o f  ours,, who flouriihed not many 
Years ago* The Cork Surgeon he called himfelf * 
and a fhrewd Arguer he w-asy and wrote main well- 
H e tells us, Antidote No^ 5.- p. 7- ^hat* during 
much the greater Part of K i n g  W i l l i a m  s.- 
Reign, the Parliaments were notoriously and fcan- 
daloufly oppofite to tht Meafures o f that? Pr.in.ce* 
which prevented him from doing, thofe. great things„ 
which*he meditated? for the Security of Europe,, 
againjl. the Ambition of the. French King. And! 
that  the L aw  for refuming the Irifh Grants was 
made by 7  hat Parliament,  which reduced the Aritjy 
[0 lbwy as to encourage the French quickly to un­
dertake a new IVar.. T h e  King indeed complied 
with the fiery Tem per o f this ill-defigning Par­
liament. But it is generally thought* that thefe 
ungrateful Returns, for all the Toils and Dangers', 
he had gone through in. defence o f the Plights* 
©f his People, funk deep in his M in d y  and e&rcr- 
tuibuted to the fhortening o f his Days-

C  2’.
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A nd  now, my Countrymen, confider thefe 
feveral Arguments, and fee, weakly as they have 
been here infilled on, What a Proof refults from 
them. Three Months ago, could you have per- 
fuaded yourfelves that this much abufed Claufe was 
capable of receiving this fair Conftrudtion ? Could 
You have imagined, that this Jlrange ill-boding 
Attem pt had Foundation, in the Spirit of our 
Laws, and the Ufage o f Parliament ?

S u c h , neverthelefs, truly is the Cafe__ A nd
had the Purpofe of this Paper only been to plead 
the Caufe of the In s e r te d  W or  d s , and to evince 
the C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Propriety o f  them ■
full enough had now been faid.--------But Con*
cern for the Publick Happinefs demands’ fome- 
what more. It fuffices not, to ihew, that the 
Confhtution admits the Claufe, if  at the fame 
time You are taught to repine at the Inference
------ if you are inftrufted to believe, that this
Conclufion eftabliihed, Poverty, Slavery,’ and 
Ruin, mult inevitably follow.

T h e s e  dark Thoughts become Us not, my 
Countrymen. Our Situation deferves them not 
They are fubverfive of our domeftick Peace : 
I hey are injurious to the Government, under
which we live.---- Let me therefore entreat Your
Attention on this interefting Subjeét. And ea- 
fily, I believe, will it be found, that this fufpefted

P r e r o -



P r e r o g a t i v e  is not only confiftent with our 
Liberties, but is alfo, in our prefent National Cir- 
cumftances, an ufeful and falutary Appendage 
of the Conftitution.

D o u b t l e s s , every Prerogative and every H o ­
nour, the Crown is conftitutionally poficlîèd of, 
has its Reafon in the public Utility. They mult 
all of them have been eftabliihed, either to give 
Dignity and obtain Reverence to the S u p r e m e  

E s t a t e  o f the Realm, or that there might be an 
aftivePower always prepared, and enabled to exert 
itfelf againft Dangers, inltant, and that might re­
quire immediate Attention. And therefore___ .
fo far is it from being true, that a Zeal for the 
Supporting o f  t h e R o v A L  P r e r o g a t i v e  is, in its 
nature, unfriendly and detrimental to the Com­
mon Liberty------ the Truth is, that the Attempt­
ing, except in Cafes o f manifeft Abufe, to pare 
away this Prerogative, and to reitrain the Powers 
which were veiled in the Crown to operate for 
our Confervation, is juftly to be confidered as a 
W rong to the Community in general, and a Di­
minution o f the National Strength.

I n the prefent Inftance o f the Power of app’ying 
the Public Treafure, this Notion of the Preroga­
tive evidently holds good.------- Am ong Us, the
Space of eighteen Months generally intervenes 
between the rifing o f  Parliament and the eniu- 
ing Seilion. Mean time, nevenhelefs, may ur­
gent Occafions offer, Occafiuns not to be fore-

fecn,
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feen, and extraordinary Expences become there4- 
by neceilary. W ho then fhall interpofe in; Be­
half of the Common W eal— What Pofiibility of 
Remedy is there left— if the Money in. the-actu­
al Receipt of the Treafury is not fubje&ed to a 
Power of Applicatioa in the Crown* for Public 
Services ?

E x p e d i e n t s , fome may tell You*, maybe found! 
©n fuch. Occafions. The Royal Word may be 
pledged for the Sums neceflary. T h e  Emergen­
cy will- open private Purfes,. and a voluntary?

Loan be had.-------------Dangerous, Uncertain
Expedients !------ Expedients,. that muft for the
moil part defeat the very End parpofed: Becaufer 
in thefe Cafes of Difficulty, both Secrecy and. 
Difpatch are equally requifite.

N  a t , and oftentimes' of fuch Importance is i t  
to be both Secret and Expiditious, that, even du­
ring the Sitting of Parliament, Notice- of the 
Public Danger has not been given them, u?rtii the 
Blow was provided againfL

A nd that the Abundance of this public Trea~ 
fure is fometimes employed for Purpofes of a- lefs 
urgent Nature,, is no- Objection. They may 
have areal,, tho’ a diftant, Ufe. The King, for 
Inilance, beflows Ptnfions : H e  confers Grants; 
Is not this Difpenfing of Graces an excellent in- 
ftrument o f Government,, becoming-the Regal 
Dignity, and conducive to the Common- Good I
* M ay



M ay if not render Thofe employed in the Adrrn- 
ini it ration, more affectionate, more zealous ? 
A n d  (hall it be faid, that He— the firil Perfora 
.in the State— the due Maintaining of whofe A u ­
thority is nereiTary to Public Order— -and who 
daiiy has Opportunity to make Tryal of the Fe­
alty ôf Numbers o f his Subjefts, in Affairs o f 
W ar, in Affairs o f Peace— ihou’d be deprived 
o f  the Power o f rewarding a faithful Servant-?

But,, admitting the Power o f  Application to 
be veiled m the K in g :  W hy* k  will be aiked, 
is the Lfertion of the previous Confent contended
f or f ___ h  not this a Compliment, defigned merely
j 0 exte„d  the Influence of the Crown, and devoid af 
allpoffible Good? It’s Expediency, I anfwer, is the 
fame as that o f the Trult veiled : And the One 
infers the Other. For, if  the Parliament may 
move the Application o f  any Sum o f  Money in 
the aftual Receit of the Treaüiry, without the 
Crown’s previoufly conferring to it^ may not 
any Parliament, out of ill Tem per and Love o f  
Oppofirion— and f r o m  the Account ofTranladli- 
ens' in King JVilliarrí^ Reign, fuch Parliaments, 
Y o u  fee, have been— may not, I fay, a Parliament, 
like that, deviie Applications, in fuch a Manner, 
and at fuch a T im e, as muft, whether complied 
with, or rejeûed, occafion to the Crown infi­
nite Diilrefs ? For, there may be Apprehenfions 
o f  Infurreilions and Troubles at home, which 
for the prefent it may be more convenient to dif*
femnV There may be Intimations o f  an in­

tended
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tended Invafion from abroad ; and thefe Intima­
tions not yet proper to be difclofed. And, in 
thefe Cafes, lhall the Money be applied to Ufes, 
not immediately neceifary ; when the Saving of 
the State may depend on its being referved ? 
And yet may not an artful defigning Parliament 
propofe fuch Purpofes o f Application, Purpofes 
of fuch feeming Excellency, as muft render the 
Non-compliance of the Crown of dangerous 
Confequence, and induce the fatal Neceflity, 
cither of laying open important Secrets, or of 
provoking the public Hatred ?

Y ou fee then, my Countrymen, that this 
dreadful Claim is no more than what your Inte- 
reft demanded. It is not in order to render the 
Crown more powerful,that it has been eftabliihed; 
but in order to render Your Happinefs lefs pre­
carious. And ihould this Exertion of the Pre­
rogative ceafe, it is your own Profperity muft 
be impaired by the Want of it.

I n d e e d , a bad King may mifapply the Pow­
er. And every other Power, in like Manner._
As well, on the fame Principle, may we argue 
againft all kinds of human Government : Be- 
caufe, in the Hands o f  whatever Men Power is 
lodged, there a Poffibility o f Mifapplication 
muft be admitted. The Debate therefore is
not, about Poffible Abufe of the Power claimed_
an A.bufe not even to be prefumed at prefent. 
T h e only Coniiderations o f  Moment to Us, in

this
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this Mátté’r, are—  Is there fuch a Power cfta- 
Blirfied ?~Does this Eftabliihment naturally tend 
to thè National Profperity ?

T t f i  Arguments, Y o u  fee, my Countrymen, 
have been, plainly, honeftly, fet before Y o u —  
W hat Inference follows, be Y ou  Yourfelves the
Judges.---------- And, in Truth, there is a Call
on every Member o f the Community ma­
turely to confided the Point in queftiofi, and, 
from Confideration, to reft in fome fettled Judg­
ment Concerning it. Then, probably, would our 
prefent Fears be eafily diffipated. And a more 
chearful Opinion o f  our Natural Situation, and 
an happier Temper, might be expected fuon to 
pfevail amongft us.

S olem n  Appéal alfo has been made to Us. 
The Warmeft in Oppofition againft the inferted 
Words have invited us to take Part in the Con- 
teft. And our Voices, have W e been told,
might claim Refpcdt.------ And yet, truly I fear
this was meant only in a certain Senfe : A s  far 
only as they might avail themfelves o f  our Suf­
frages. For now, it feems, they retraft the Con- 
cefiion, whene’er thefe Voices of Ours are like to 
go againft them, Politicks are then above our 
Comprebenfiori. And W e are advifed to defift 
from the vain Enquiry.

P o l i t i c k s  indeed, I wilh, neither You nor I 
may ever be deep in. And, neverthelefs, fo 
much of them furely it concerns Us to know, as

D  may



may conduce to Our Allegiance and a refpe&ful 
Thought of our Governors. And fo much of 
them, I think, even I may hope to compafs, 
mean as my Condition is, and poor the Proviii- 
on of Learning I can boaft. —  Or, muft it be 
faid, that, What they of loweft Degree, the 
Woril-principled and moil Illiterate, the very 
Scum ot the People, were i'ome Months ago well 
able to judge of ; at this Day, a Citizen of Dub­
lin ihall not be able to comprehend.

A

I n d e e d , a late Writer, who enters the Lifts 
under the Name of Dionyfms, (a) endeavours to 
urge a new Obje&ion againft all Enquiries rela­
tive to this Queftion, as if they tended— to per­
petuate Wrath, — to create Enemies to the 
Kingdom— to caft Reproach on a B o d y , which, 
on every account, W e ihou’d wifh to be had in 
Honour.

S u p p o s e ,  fays he, T h e y  had erred : IVoud 
not a Good Man throw a Veil over the Fault ? 
Would an honejl Man aggravate it ? Would a 

Charitable Man expo/e innocent Millions to a Re-
■Jentment, that might produce Ruin ?------May not
the Argument, with at lead equal Propriety, 
be urged againft thofe, who have laboured to 
give an invidious Turn to the Inferted Claufe? 
- ■—  Suppofe the Adminiftration had erred : 
Would not a Good Man throw a Veil over the 
Fault ? Would an honeft Man aggravate it ?

Would
( a )  Dionyftus S Letter, iSc. p. 22.
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W ould a charitable Man fend a Panic through­
out a whole Kingdom, and diffolve that Band of 
Confidence between Prince and People, with­
out which there can be neither Public Order, 
nor Public Happinefs.

A nd  let me alio afk, W hich at this Day is 
moil defireable-that the People fhould remain in 
the Belief, that their Rights have been attempt­
ed, and would, ere this, have been involved 
in Ruin, had not this llluftrious Body vindica­
ted them— Or, that they fhould be taught to 
look towards their Sovereign with Gratitude 
and Affection, and every gloomy Doubt be 
banifhed ?

B e s i d e s , may not the Honour o f the Crown 
be aiferted ? and yet the Integrity of this B o d y  

itand unimpeached ? Will it not be candidly 
prefumed, that, Jealous o f the Public Liberty, 

they looked with a fufpe&ing Eye on every 
thing, that might even remotely affedt it ? And 
that an ardent Love for their Country, and a 
Defire o f  cherifhing her Rights, led them on ? 
And when their Principle of Actipn is placed in 
this fair Light, can Injury be faid to be done to
them ?--------- - Infallibility, they know it well,
belongs not to Human Counfels. And whatever 
is the Claim of either Princes or Senates in the 
Day o f their Power, the T im e furely comes, 
when the Condud and Decifions o f  both the 
mightieit Princes, and the Wifeft Senates, are 
fubje&ed to Re-examination.
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I f any however have wrote, on this Occafion, 
with a View to perpetuate Wrath, and revrle 
Cnaraiters, I am confcious of no fuch Defign. 
Let every one, who has engaged in the Debate, 
lay his Hand to his Heart, and fay, Who has 
this Guilt to anfwerfor.

M y  warmeft Wifh, my only Purpofe, Fel- 
low-Citizens and Countrymen, in the prefent 
Attempt, was to compofe a troubled People j 
to draw You off from a pernicious Contention ; 
and, in a manner, to reftore You to Your 
Country. I f  the Spirit of Patriotism be truly 
iamongft Us, let if be exerted in her Service. She
wants it all. Her abjeit Condition------Our
Lands in many parts depopulated through im­
proper Culture— Our Natives inured to Poverty 
and Sloth— O lk Manners corrupted -  The Ne- 
gleft of the mod ufeful Arts— Thefe are Cir- 
cumftances, that point out to You glorious 
Means, of advancing Your own Honour, and the 
National Happinefs— of giving certain encreafe 
both to your Private Fortunes, and the Public 
Wealth, And let me tell You alfo, this is the only 
Method, by which You can affure to Yourfelves 
Liberty and Peace. And therefore by this E x­
ertion of Spirit only can Proof be made, who is
moftr Loyal to his K i n g  and the beft Friend to 
this L a n d .

r am Your affe&ionate Well-wiiher 
From my Houfe at the Sign and Countryman, 

of the Harp and Crow»> B.
April 1754.


