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TAC T8

OBSERVATIONS, &

X4 HE Linen Bill of laft Seffion of Parliament
I was intended for a general Law ; repeal-
' ing all former Aéts relative to this Manu-
faCture, and enafting fuch Parts of faid A&s as

were thought proper to be continued ; with fuch Al-

terations, Amendments and Additions, as were there-
in after contained.

ConTRrRARY to the ufual Praltice in regard to
our Linen Bills, this Bill was returned to us from

England, fo mangled and mutilated, that it became
abfolutely unavoidable to fuffer it to drop *; The
| Omiflions

* In order that the Public who are fo deeply interefted in the
Iffue of this Matter, may have all the Affiftance which at prefent
is to be had, for forming juft Conjectures concerning the Origin
and Progrefs of this extraordinary Tranfation ; It may not be
amifs to give them fome Information of the feveral Steps which
are requifite in pafing of Bills into Laws in our ri/b parliament :
Firft, upon Leave being given by the Houfe where the Bill h_ats

' Az its
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Omiflions are by far the moft material, though fome of
the Alterations are likewife important ; there is in

one Place upwards of an intire Skin, about one twelfth
. L | Part

its Origin, whether of Lords or Commons, it is brought in under
‘the Title of Heads of a Bill ;-and after being paffed by the Houfe
it is directed to be carried to the Lord Lieutenant, by whofé Order
it is next laid before our Privy Council, where it may: be* wholly
fupprefled ; but when it is agreed to, either without any Variation
or with fach Alterations and Amendments as they fhall judge
proper, it is then putinto the Form of an A&, and tranfmitted
to England, accompanied with a Letter from the Lord Lieutenant
and Council 1o the Secretary of State, fetting forth the Purport,
and “explaining the Reafons and Intentions of the Bill: the Bill
is next laid before a Committee of the Englifb Council, and by
them referred to the King’s Attorney and Solicitor General; who
are to confider thereof, and to report how far it is, or with what
Altérations, £€%¢. it may be made, proper for being paffed into a
Law.. Upon their Report the Bill is taken under the Confidera-
tion of the Council, and is either dropt, or ordered to be remitted
under the Great Seal, witheut any, or with fach Variations as
they fhall fee fit. o _ ,
+Along with the: Bill thus fent back into Zreland under the Great
Seal, which is the Lord Lieutemant’s Authority to pafs it into a
Law, it is faid to be a conftant PraQice to tranfmit from the
Courcil Office in Ergland to the Lord Licutenant’s Secretary here,
a Relcript ‘minutely pointing out, even to an ¢ at or an and,
whatever Alterations, Obliterations or Additions which have been
made on the other Side: From the Lord Lieutenant’s Secretary’s
Office the Bill»is-returned to the  Houfe in which it took its
Rife ; -and if, upon comparing. it with the Heads of the Bill as
they were fent from thence, there are found any Variations, then
thefe Variations are taken undér Confideration, and if they appear
of fuch a Nature as to defeat the original Purpofes of the Bill,
or in any, ether Refpet to render-it improper to be paffed into a
Law, the Jloufe lets the Bill drep : When this is not the Cafe,
the Bill is fént to the other Houfe of Parliament, with a’ Meffage
défiring their Concurrence ; and'this Houfe is only at Liberty either
to R?_._fs*thc’ Whole or reje€t the.-Whole, 'the Bill not admitting any
Variation ; (indeed it would be endlefs if it fhould) after ba-
ving “paffed ‘the Council of 'Eiglind, and ‘got the Great Seal an-
nexed’: ‘this,” as'iv is:fid; isthe ordinary Courfe," 14
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Part of the Whole Bill, viz. from Line 1ath in Skia
oth to-Line 13thin Skin 1oth altogether left out,

T ne Claufes, thus omitted, begin with reciting,
‘Fhat by an Englifb A& of Parliament of the 3d
and 4th of Q. An», intitled an A& to permit the
Exportation of Zrjf/b Linen Cloth to the Plantations

© & :yiit was made lawful to export from Zreland di-
¢ rectly to the Bririfh) Plantations all Sorts of white

[ - "~ [ " L) L] -

B
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4
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and - brown Linen Cloth of the Manufatture of
Ireland under the Reftrictions and Conditions in faid
A&t mentioned, for the Term of eleven Years,which
A& was continued fo far as related to fuch Permif-
fion, by an A& in the firft of K, George the Firft for
one Year, and to the End of the next Seflion; and
that by another A& made in Great-Britain in the 3d
of K. George the Firft,intitled an A& for continuing
the Liberty of exporting Z:/4 Linen Cloth Duty
free to the Britifh Plantations in America, the faid
recited Act of the 3d and 4th of Q. A, o far
forth as the fame relates to the Exportation of Zrj5_
Linen, fhould be centinued in Full Force, So Lonc

as the Merchants.and other Perfons of Greas-Britain

fhould be permitted  to import into : Jreland, free
from all Duties, fuch white and brown Linens as
fhould be ma‘(tié‘ in Great-Britain.

TH n-iBili"gc;es on to recite, ¢ That 'by an A& pal-

{ed in this Kingdom in the 14th and 15th Years of
K. Charles the 2d. for fetling the. Excife, and by
another At pafled the fame*Seffion fetling the Sub-

fidy of Poundage, and granting Tonage, all Bri-
4/ Linens imported into. this Kingdom were fub- .
¢ jeCted
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jelted to certain Duties referred . to; or mentioned

in the faid A&s.” Then the Bill enats ¢ Thatit
thall and may be lawiul for all Merchants' and
other Perforis of Great-Britain to import into'this
Kingdom all Sorts of ‘white and of brown Britifb
Linens, that are or fhall be made and manhf‘a&:ﬁrcd
in Great-Britain, free from all Duties whatfoever, So
LoNG as it fhall be lawful to export from th;i’s"King4
dom dire@ly to the Brizifp Plantations all Sorts of
white and brown Linens of the Manufacture of
this Kingdom, on fuch Terms,Conditions and Limi-
tations as in the faid recited Aét of the 3d and 4th
of Q. Amn are limited and appointed, and No

LONGER.

T u & Bill goes on next to enat, ¢ That all white,
painted and ftained Callicoes, and all painted and
ftained Muflins, ‘except fuch as are painted and
{tained in Great-Britain, fhall at any time until the
o.5th of December 1763, ‘and to the End of the next
enfuiing Seffion; “anfiwer and pay the Duty of one
Shilling and Six-pence per Yard, and that all Sorts
of Linen and+Lawns which fhall during this time

‘be imported into  this Kingdom, except they be of
‘the Growth and Manufaéture of Great-Britain, or

be painted or ftained in . Greai-Britain, fhall -anfwer
and pay the Duty of Six-pence per Yard over and
above all other Duties payable for the fame in Vir-
tue of the two A&s in the Reign-of Charles the 2d

evabove recited ; and that the above Duties, impofed
ciby this prefent A&, fhall be applied to the Ufe of the
¢ Hempen and’ Flaxen Manufactures of ‘this King-

¢ dom, and t6 po other Ufe whatfoeyer.”

T



Kped

- Ir further ena@s, ¢ That no Drawback or De-
¢ benture fhall be allowed. for exporting any Callicoe,
¢ Muflin, Holland, Lawn, foreign Sail Cloth, or
¢ Linen whatfoever, excepting fuch as are of the Ma-
¢ nufalture, or painted or ftained in Great-Britain,
¢ any former Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary
“ notwithftanding.  And that all new Sails of foreign
¢ Sail Cloth found on board any Ship or Boat, except
¢ for the Ufe of faid Ship or Boat, fhall be lyable to the
¢ fame Duty as if in Preces, and if attempted to be
¢ landed or put on board another Ship or Boat, with-
¢ out paying the Duty, fhall be forfeited, &55.>"*

Tros E are the Claufes left out.

T u e following are fomc of the moft material Al-
terations, -

Tue 'Claufc granting a Premium of five Shillings

a Hogfhead on the Importation of Hemp-feed, or
Flax-feed, ‘as it went-from hence, was in thefe Words,
¢ That whoever fhall import or caufe to- be imported
¢ into this Kingdom géod found ‘Hemp-feed or Flax-
¢ feed from any Port in Ruffia, Swedin, Denwiark,
* Poland, Pruffia; Germany, or any Port in the Balsic-
€ §ea, or within:the Souno, or from Hamburgh, or
¢ Altena, or any of the Engly/b Plantations in America,
¢ within the Space csf elevcn Years from the 25th of
Sl 9ved | ¢ December

" Mmaﬁg thefe High' Duties, which have the Appear-
ance of Prohibitions, - I'Ruvme is' raifed therefrom to the Linen
Board of near Six_thoufand Pounds a Year, Judge then what
tbﬂ&nfequence muft be to this Country when thofe Duties fiiall
- be intirely taken away.
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¢ December next, and to the End of the then next en-
¢ fuing Seffion of Parliament fhall receive, e’ As
it returned from England, the Claufe runs thus, pretty
much in the Words of our prefent Law, ¢ That who-
¢ ever fhall import or caufe to be imported into this
Kingdom good found Hemp-feed or Flax-feed of
the Growth of Ruffia, Germany, the Netherlands,
the Eaft Country, or any of the Englifb Planta-
tions in America, within the Space of two Years fhall
receive, &e. n. b. -

- N

® N

Tue Clafe allowing a Premium of a Shilling
the Bufhel onFlax-feed of the Growth of this Kingdom
South of Dundalk, when landed five or more Leagues
North of Dundalk in this Kingdom, as it went from
hence, was for feventeen Years, the Policy of which
was obvious, to induce the Farmer to go into this
Courfe of Husbandry, by fecuring him Encouragement
for fo confiderable a length of Time, yet as the Bill
came back, it was only for two. The Premium
likewife of a Shilling the Bufhel on exporting of Flax-
{eed of the Growth of this Kingdom from the Port
of Dundalk or South of Dundalk to any Part be-
yond the Sea, when the Price of Flax-feed in this
Kingdom fhall be at five Shillings a Bufhel or under, as
the Bill went from hence feems to be left without any
Limitation in Point of Time, asit comes back it is

¢ for

n. b. The Manner and Words of our former A& which are by
this alteration reftored, were varied in the late Biil on purpofe to
remove all Ambiguity in regard to the Places from whence Flax-
feed intitled to the Premium might be imported, and likewife to
exclude the Netherlands, as a great deal of Flax-feed has of
late Years been fent in from Holland: by changing eleven Years
into two, we were likewife to be laid under a Neceffity of fending
over a Linen Bill every Seffion of Parliament. ' :
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¢ for two years. fmm the 2 5th of March, 1752, and
‘ from the Explranon thereof to the End of the then
¢ next cnﬁnng Seflion  of Parhamcnt, AND Na
' LONGER

w & wnll be but too obvious, on the flighteft Atten-
hon, that thefe Omiffions and Alterations, all of them
of an adverfe Afpe®, tended on the whole, not
merely to mar the Growth, but, in truth, tofap the
Foundations of our Linen Manufacture.

. an the Bill, as it came back from England, pafled
into a Law,this Kingdom muft in confequence of the O-
miflion of the firit Claufe abovementioned, have found
it felf deprived, in Virtue of its own A& and Deed, of
the highly important Priviledge of fending our Linens
to America 3 'The Laws made in'the Reign of Charles the
5d,” impofing a Duty on Britifh Linens imported into
this Country, muft in . this Cafe come again into force,
and the Officers of the Rcvcnue become confequent#
Iy obliged to put them in Execution, and the moment
this happened, Ireland muft have found it felf under
all the Infamy of qu{g de fe, 0 refpeé’c to this vital
Sourte of its lnduﬁry and Support.
3 4
HAPPILY thﬁ certain, ands as Matters were . Cira
cumﬁanced, the only _pratticable Means_of avoiding
this Evil, remained in our own Hands : Our Hou(‘c
of Commons followed, where hard I\cceﬂity pointed
out the Way 5 and.in order to,_avoid a much greater
M:&M&han the Lofs of the-Bill, they: let the Bill
4&:};‘"*;11: 15 to be hoped, ‘by the way, that we' {hal
m m;xghx 131 v,b),s Ipﬁqgggmtcfkgep Qur ‘lkélves out dt'

s n...-.‘.x. Dangcn
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Danger of falling into any fuch Snare for the futurey
¢ by difcontinuing a Practice lately takenup, which,
however well it was intended, is capable o'lf"" being
perverted into an infidious Device of involying this
Country in inextricable Difficulties. py, g%

Bur, dropping the Bill, is far from proving a
Deliverance from the ftill greater Mifchiefe with
which this Country is threatned by the Omiffion of
the Claufes which immediately followed ; thefe Evils
are juft now impending, as the Laws impofing the
Duties of eighteen pence a Yard on Callicoes and all
foreign Muflins, and of {ix pence a Yard on all foreign
Linens ; and likewife for allowing a Prezmium on
raifing Flax-feed in the South, &e. areall to expire at
the End of next Seflion. : v

Unviess therefore a more happy Genius fhall
for the future prefide, than what would feem to have
had the Direétion when fuch Havock was committed
on our favourite Bill, we are to lay our Account, by
the beginning jof next Summer, to fee this Country
over-laid with  Tudian Callicoes and Chinces, foreign
Muflins and Lawns; fpotted and plain, and all Kinds
of foreign ‘Linens ; to the irreparable Inury of our
own Mantfacture, and likewife to the effeftual Ex-
‘clufion of the Manchefter Cottons, and of all Kinds
of Liners and Lawns of the Manufacture of Brs-
T SIS ' |
7 W sy land whofe Policy it was which occafioned
2 thefe aftonithing  and unaccountable Changes, ‘it moft
«nearly. concerns -this Conntry: 'to [fearch out to the

s d Bottom ;
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Bottom ; in the mean time, a RefleGtion adminiftring
no {mall Confolation, fpontaneoufly arifes from the
very Nature of thofe Changes, ¢ That it is hardly con=
ceiveable, they could have been made, with the
Privity and determinate Approbation of thofer who
are principally intrufted with the Adminiftration of
the general and commanding Interefts of Britain; at
leaft with the Privity of fuchas have thefe extenfive
Interefts principally at Heart,’

It has Jong been efteemed a Circamétance of fingular
Felicity in the Relation wherein this Country ftands to
Britain, ¢ That'in regard to every Inftance, on the

one Hand, whereby the Welfare of Ireland can be
promoted, confiftently with the Welfare .and Prof-

perity of Britain, it evidently becomes, in the Judg-
ment of every Man of common Senfe and common
Honefty, an Obligation of Intereft, as well as a
Conduét in other Refpe@s highly fuitable to all the
more liberal Principles of the ‘Briifb Policy, for
Britain, in all fuch Inftances, not merely to permit
this Country to avail it felf of its utmoft Skill and
Induftry, which its own National: Wifdom inftructed
“from the intimate Relation it. ftands in 'to: the feveral
Parts, muft naturally be beft qualified to direct, but
likewife to extend to it all that Protecion, Encourage-
ment and Affiftance which the Nature: of 'the Cafes
may refpectively Require : And; on the other Hand,
the fame common Senfe and common Honefty in-
variably confpire, to render it equally abfurd and
unjuft, for Jreland to afpire to .any Advantages, in
their Nature or’ Tendency likely ‘to  preve injurious
't Britain ; for the fame plain- and -obvious Reafons

B 2 which
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which make it wicked in .a few Individuals to feek
their own private Intereft at the hazard of theipubs .
lic Safety, or the Expence of the public Good ;. and
which make it ridiculous to expect, that the Pubs
lic, having their Eyes open, and Power in their Hands,

will fuffer them to Succeed. '

Sucwu then being the righteous and animating
Principle of this happy Rélation, diffufing Confidence
Vigour and Harmony throughout ‘the whole ; and
the refpe@tive Conduét of the two Countries having
{o uniformly correfponded with it; How natural
was it for the Gentlemen of this Kingdom, accuf-
tomed to live without Sufpicion, eafily and implicitely
to give Credit to the following Story, -inftantly given
out oni the Return of this Bill, efpecially confidering
the Authority from whence it was fuppofed to come ¥
¢ That all thofe Omiflions happened merely by Acci-
¢ dent, and were owing to the Heedleflnefs of a Clerk
¢ engrofling the Bill, who fuffered a Parcel of the
¢ Sheets from which he was tranfcribing to flip under
¢ the Table, and not attending to the Senfe or Con-
¢ pexion, continued to write on.? ; :

I'~n Confequence however of this honeft Credulity,
the Attention of the Publick was moft unluckily laid
aflcepy at a Seafon when every honeft Man, mean-
ing well to his Country, and not under the Power of
Little factioud Politics, had he been aware of the real
Tranfa@ion, muft peculiarly have wifhed it to have
been kept broad awake. | :

I
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I'r may amaze you, my Country-men, but
it muft no Jlonger be concealed, even though
fome of yeu miay be led to judge with Severity
of the Inventors of this Report, and hkewile of
fuch of - the  Propagators: as ' were let into the Se-
cret, and thereby became donicious how' the Fact
ftood———tHe .Story is altogether, and in every Ar-
ticle ‘and Citcumftance an ¢ 1pLe Tave;’ for, in the
prefent ' Generation, fuch is ‘the Purity of Inten-
tion of all Men in' Power, or Retainers to Power, that
we muft not fulpect it an ¢ insiniovs Device,’ fitted
to lead this- Country to the brink of Ruin’: All the

s ‘ Omuflions

¢ Some odd fitality, as it would feem, muft have attended this
Bill ; the two Claufes mention’d above, eonfeflfedly the Articles
of greateft fignificancy relative to the general Intereft of this
Manufa@ture, happen to be placéd in immediate Succeflion ?
In Cafe therefore, the Perfon<or Perfohs concerned in muti«
lating this Bill, had any unfiiently Intentions towards this
Country which yet they might wifh to conceal, how eagerly
muft this Circumftance have been laid hold of, by them ?
as, by one fingle Chafm they would thus contlude themfclves
fecure of anfivering their Purpofe; and yet, in Virtue of fuch co-
louring as nas been made ufe of, have the Chance of efcaping the
Sufpicion of its being done by Defign. From the - feveral
Alterations fpecified above, it feems in all Probability to have
\,beén taken for granted, that the temporary Laws were alt
to have determined with the End of laft Seflion ; and if this had
been the Cafe, ‘the Stroké was maftetly, and muft have done Exe-—
cution, let the Condu of our Parliament on the Return of our
Bill, have beeh what it would ; if the Bill fhould be paft, the Blow
muft have taken Place in all its Extent ; and were the Bill to have
been let drap, flill, in their fond Imaginations, the Injury muft
prove fatal, as all the Duties on Callicoes and foreign Linens,
muft of Neceflity, have been let drop along with it.
. O Ireland, whata Snare (on this Suppofition) haft thou efcaped,

= it is t0 be hoped, for ever |
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Omiffions as well as all the above Alterations, now
evidently appear to have been caufed by Defign; and
with fuch Defign, as, if not inftantly and zealoufly
oppofed, and the mifchevious Tendency thereof, as
well in Regard to the Interefts of Britain, as of this
Country, feafonably laid open to thofe, ‘on whofe
Protettion we can with Confidence rely, Ireland 1s at
the Eve of beingrobbed of its Paladium, without the
lofs of which, it may readily be fecn to be impoffible,
ever to fubdue the free-born Spirit of this Country,
by reducing its Inhabitants to that wretched State of
Poverty and Abje&tnefs, requifite to fuit the Purpofes of
Domination of a few ambitious Men.

- Amonc the various Conjectures occafioned by
this extraordinary Incident, it has been imagined that
fome Meafure of this Sort might have appeared to
become requifite, from an apprehended Oppofition of
Intereft between North Britarn and Ireland, in regard
to this Manufacture : Happy will it be for this Coun-
try, if this fhall turn out to have been in reality the
Caufe ; for, by making it manifeft that all Appre-
henfions of this Sort are utterly groundlefs, the ad-
verfe Spinit occafioned by thefe Apprehenfions, muft
in Confequence become placid, and every thing be
got rectified without any Difficulty.

. Bur if fuch was in Truth the Source of this Po-
licy, why, n the Name of Common Senfe,. was it fo
induftrioufly concealed ? Concealed at a time, when'
it was fo highly reafonable and requifite, that all
fuch Jealoufies fhould be inftantly removed, and,
when, by an impartial and patient- Inquiry into the

Nature
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Nature and Circumftances of this common Branch
of our Trade, it is capable of fo eafy a Demonftra-
tion,to every attentive and candid {pirited Mind, ¢ that,
inftead of any real Oppofition betwixt Scot/and and this
Country, it is moft evidently for the refpective In-
tereft of both, to contribute their mutual Afliftance
in promoting in each, the Culture of this Manufacture,
to the utmoft Extent which the Condition and Exi-
gencies, and a fuitable Attention to the other benefi-
cial Articles of Induftry and Commerce, in the re-
fpective Countries, will permit.

At prefent it may fuffice to make this fingle Re-
mark, ¢ That it muft furely be too early to conceive
any Jealoufy of a thwarting of Intereits between any
Part of . Greas-Britain and Ireland, till by uniting
their Efforts, the Britsfb Market fhall come to be
fo plentifully fupplied at Home, as not to ftand in
need of the Importation of any of thofe Articles
of this Manufacture in which our common Induftry

is at prefent 1mploycd from any of the Countries
abroad.’

BuT, let the Source of the Policy on the other
Side of the Water have been what it will, it ftill re-
mains extremely difficult to conceive, and yet may
be of the laft Importance to inquire, How it fhould
come to pafs, that the Danger into which this King-
dom is evidently brought, in regard to this eflential
Article of its Induftry and Support, was, with fo
much Addrefs, attempted to be concealed, at a
Time, when there was {o happy an Opportunity for
the public Wifdom of this Country interpofing its
Aid ? In Confequence of which Interpofitior, every
s , unealy
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tneafy Apprehenfion in regard to this Matter, muft
long ere now have been effeCtually removed ; not
2 Perfon of Difcernment and Candor either ‘in_the
Adminiftration or Legiflature of Britain, who would
not have feen it made out to their intire Satisfaction,
¢ That every Meafure, pernicious to the Liren Ma-
¢ nufa@ure in Ireland,muft likewife prove hurtful to the
¢ Trade and Interefts of Britain ; confequently muft
¢ prove highly injurious to the gér;eral Welfare, and
¢ peculiarly repugnant to the liberaland provident Po-~
¢ licy of our Parent Country, remarkable for extend-
¢ ing its beneficent Influence for ftrengthening and
< invigorating every Part, fo far as s found confiftent
¢ with the Goed of the Whole :

How different from this is the prefent Condition
of the Inhabitants of this Country ? Dilcerning but
too clearly, that the moft precious Article of our
national Support is at this Day at Stake ; utterly igno-
rant, at the fame time, from what Caufes we are thus
brought into Danger, and thereby left to aft merely
at Random, or, at beft, under the Direction of pre-
carious and fluGuating Conje&ure, in looking out for
a Remedy ; fadly fenfible withal, that unlefs fome
effcétual Remedy fhall be happily provided, before
the End of next Seflion of Parliament, ¢ this Country,
inftead of beholding our Linen Manufaéture in a
State of Health and Profperity, fuitable to its pre-
fent condition, and to the laudable Spirit of Induf-
try every Day increafing amongft us, muft be con<
demned to fee, and utterly unable to prevent, the
various Symptoms of a fatal Confumption gradually

difclofing themfelves, which after a few Years lan-
guifhing,
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guithing, muft of Neceflity iffue in its total Diffo-

lution.

TuaT this Reprefentation is without Extrava-
gance or Exaggeration, every one will eafily be con-
vinced, only by refle¢ting on the unavoidable Con-
fequences which muft inftantly enfue on that fingle
Inftance of Callicoes, &F¢c. and foreign Linens be-
coming exempted from the Duties to which .they
have, to the ineftimable Emolument of this Manu-
fatture, for a long Courfe of Years been fo wifely
fubjeted ; and every one will fee, that, as our pre-
fent Law ftands, thefe Duties muit of Courfe come
to an End with the End.of the next Seflion: Such
likewife is the Nature of the other Omiffions, and the
feveral Alterations, as plainly to betray, but too ap-
parent Symptoms of an unfriendly Intention towards
this Manufacture ; and how far this Malevolence may
get leave to exert itfelf, if not feafonably expofed,
who is there in this Country, and at this Day, qualified
to pronounce? |

Wau aTeEvER Caution therefore, or Delicacy may
be by fome Folks judged neceflary upon fuch an Oc-
cafion, in putting their Thoughts into Language, the
Nature of the Thing will hardly admit, but that
every Man muft inwardly refolve this late extraordi-
nary Proceeding into one, or other, of the two
following Pofitions ; either, ¢ That this Country has
¢ been thus brought into Danger, by a Trick; in
¢ order, that Deliverance may be afterwards conferred
¢ on.usas aFavour;’ or elfe, ¢ That there isin Fact
““a'real and deliberate Defign, working fome where

' C or
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or other, with fuch Efficacy, againft us, that if
not fpeedily detected, and the malignant Tendency

feafonably expofed, muft neceffarily iffue in the
irreparable Injury of our Linen Manufacture.’

L L) " [

Tue former of thefe Suppofitions carries fome-
thing in it o extremely unnatural, that from an in-
genuous Mind, previoufly void of Sufpicion, it would
be incapable of meeting with one' Moment’s Recep-
tion ; But, to the Fealous, Trifles lhight as dir, turt
Confirmations  firong, as Proofs from Holy Writ :
Whether the Circumftance of fuffering a Falfhood,
to impofe fo critically on the Minds of the Public,
comes within this Defcription, will beft be left to
every Man’s own Breaft todetermine.

StiLL it muft beacknowledged by every libe-
ral Mind; that the latter is much the more natural
Conjecture 3 and as this would appear to be the only
Alternative, let it be taken for granted, that this
was in reality the Nature of the Fad, and that if
fhall turn out, in very Deed, to have been ¢ a fetled
Purpofe, in fome Perfon or Perfons, through whofe
Hands our Zri/b Bills neceffarily pafs on the other Side
of the Water, not merely to ftop the Growth, but
to cut t_he'very Sinews of our Linen Manufa&yre ;
To what Caufe, Perfon, or Policy, can it be afcribed,
upon this Suppofition, that the Truth of this Tranf-
aftion was induftrioufly concealed from the Obfer-
vation of the Public, whofe effential Interefts were
thus evidently ftruck at, with fuch very ftrong Symp-
toms of Malice Propenfe ? concealed at greater Ex-

pence
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pence thah a Man of Honour would allow himfelf to -
be at, for the faving his Life ?

Ir it was underftood, or even fufpected, ¢ That
ftopping the Progrefs of the Linen Manufacture in
Ireland was come to be an Article of Policy, with
the Adminifiration in Britain ;> a Suppofition made
only in Order to take in every poflible Caufe ; butif
it was apprehended that the Policy of this Meafure
had its Origin fo deep, could there be any thing, if
not more unfriendly in Intentiony at leaft, more in-
jurious in its Tendency and Effects, than to hide this
Matter from a Country whofe all wasat Stake ? To hide
it, at a Time when thete was {o {eafonable an Oppor-
tunity for the public Wifdom of this Country in.
terpofing its united Council and Influence, for warding
off a Blow, which if not warded off, muft prove fatal
to us; and at the fame Time fo injurous to Britain,
that it muft quickly become obvious to every Man of
Senfe, that no fuch Blow could ever have been me-
.ditated, but under theé Power of fome fudden Preju-
dice, occafioned by artful Mifreprefentations and ..
odious Colourings, which it was, therefore, peculiarly
the Bufinefs of the National Council of thisKingdom
to wipe off and fet Right,

Suprosing, then, that in Confequence of fome
miftaken Apprehenfion, it was one way or other con-
ceived to be an Article of neceﬁ’ary Policy, to put
a ftop to the Progrefs of increafing Induitry, and
the flowing of the living Fountain of falutary Wealth
in this Country ; was it not in its Nature a moft
favourable Circumftance, tho’, in the Event, it has

Ca proved
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proved not merely infignificant, but hurtful; that
the public Council of the Nation, the only proper
Perfons to fearch out the latent Caufes of this impen-
ding Danger, and to devife an adequate Remedy, if
in Fa&, an adequate Remedy might i}ill be devifed,
was then f{itting ?

ReprEseNTATIONS from Individuals,- when
the Danger came to be difcerned, might many of
them be petulant, the hafty Expreffions of tumultu-
ary Minds, confcious of no ill Defert, and yet now
{fuddenly feeing themfelves and their Country on the
Brink of the Precipice ; and tho’ fome of thefe Re-
prefentations, in Point of Decency, and fuitable Re-
fpect, as well as of found Argument and liberal Poli-
cy, might prove altogether unexceptionable; yét all
of them, from their Nature, muft be neceffarily void
of that Authority and Weight in Point of Teftimony,
not merely in regard to Facts, but to the national
Spirit and Principles of this Country, which on the
prefent Occafion, and in our prefent Circumftances,
are fo peculiarly requifite.

How different muft the Cafe have been in a par-
liamentary Reprefentation ? There, after a patient and
difpaflionate Inquiry, if, agreeably to the prefent Sup-
pofition, it came to be difcerned that this unlooked
for Change, in regard to our Linen Manufacture,
was 1n reality owing to fome unfavourable and mi-
ftaken Apprehenfions, ¢ either in refpet to the poli-
¢ tical Principles and Temper of this Country in
¢ general; or of its Induftry in general; or elfe
¢ in regard to the Tendency and Effects of its In-

¢ duftry
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¢ duftry in this particular Branch,” with what Affu-
rance of carrying home to the fulleft Conviction to the
Breaft of every honeft Perfon in Britain, would they
have entered into a folemn Difquifition concerning
each of thefe Points ? How impregnably would they
have laid their Foundation, by afferting, in Terms of
the ftrongeft Significancy, Truths, to which the Heart
of every fober Proteftant in Zreland, and of all who

wifh well to the general Interefts of beerty muft rea-
dily bear witnefs?

¢ That a Senfe of the ineftimable Happinefs re-
fulting from the prefent Relation wherein Zreland
ftands to Britain is truly the national Senfe; live-
ly and prevalent, and fo univerfal, that feveral
of the popith Inhabitants, tho’, in other Refpects,
ftill under the Power of that unfociable and inflaving
Superftition, may juftly be reckon’d to live under its
Influence :” ¢ That in ‘confequence of this truly ho-
nourable Relation, it is a Duty well underftood, and,
upon all neceffary Oceafions, ready to be practifed by
all his Majefty’s Subjeéts in Zreland, who with well to
the Interefts of a legal Government, and to the Pro-
teftant Succeffion in the prefent Royal F armly, to ven-
ture, and to facrifice their Fortunes and Lives in De-
fence of the Liberties and Profperity of Britain; well
knowing that they can have no Security for their own
Birth-right, which to them is more precious than
Fortune ‘or Life, but what muft depend on the Se-
curity of the Birth-right of their elder Brethren

L THAT
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¢ Tuat they are not only aware of the Force of
the Inference naturally refulting from this Obligation,
but are, in all {ignificant Inftances, confcious of'a Dif-
pofition to fubmit to the Power of it; confcious of .
being ready, when at any Tinte there thall unhap-
pily fall out any real and important Oppofition of In-
tereft betwixt Great-Britain and this Country, volun-
tarily to acquiefce in the Sacrifice of their own, which
muft be honeftly acknowledged; the inferior Intereft, -
to that of their Mother-country ; whofe Profperity
they are fenfible ought at all Times to have the Pre-
ference, as' being ftill more intimately conneéted
with, and from its Nature more efféntial to the Good -
of the Whole.’

Tuese then being ‘the well known, - permanént
Principles of all the fober, thinking, and well-affected -
Inhabitants of this Kingdom, with what irrefiftable
Evidence would our Parliament have “been able to °

vindicate the Caufe of their Country ; and to demon- « ~

ftrate that all Prejudices endeavoured to be infinuated
againft us on Account of ‘national Temper or Princi-
ples, are utterly groundlefs, and highly injurious to a'’
brave, and honeft, and free People ; a People as fen1-
ble, as commonSenfe can make them, that they can no
longer be free, in any valuable Signification of that
animating Sound, than while, in Virtue of their pre-
fent Connettion, they continue to have the Intereft,
the'Faith, and which is_ftill more'endearing, the pa-
rental and fraternal Affe&ion of Britain and ' its Sons,
for their precious Pledge and Security in the quiet En-

joytment of all the Bleflings of a legal Government,
' and



[ 23]
and of all the Advantages likewife of an induftrious
Peoplé, fo far as fhall be judged confiftent with the
Welfare of Britain, and fo long as they fhall con-
tinue to deferve this Affection, by being at all Times
ready to enter into the Defence, and to confult the
perinanent Safety and Profperity of their Mother

Country, at any Expence of Hazard in relpe& to
themielves.

Here we thould have had no frantic Sallies of
Enthufiafm, nor any thing akin to the licentious and
abfurd Declamations of a few Individuals, actuated
by private and ftrangely mifplaced Ambition, but ap-
parently Strangers to the fundamental Principles, and
extenfive Relations of the political Connexions of
Mankind ; Far from confidering Zreland as a new A-
lantis, fituated in the midft of the Sea, or rather, in
midft of the Clouds, utterly unrelated to, and abfo-
lutely independant, in point of Subfiftence and Pro-
teCtion, on any other Country upon Earth, we fhould
have heard the great Council of the Nation, with a
compofed Elevation of Sentiment, fuitable to the
happy Circumftances in which we actually exift, ex-
pfaining to the World, ¢ That inftead of claiming or
wifhing to be confidered as an intire Whole, or Com-
munity, by itfelf, this Country has long accounted
it a Circumftance of ineftimable Value, and the only
rational Security for our Liberty and Happinefs,’
* That Jreland is not a wroLe but a ParT; an Ho-
nourable and Integral Membgr of the nobleft Political
Community now {fubfifting upon Earth; whereof
Grear Britain is moft readily acknowledged to be
ftill fo much the Greater and more Honourable Part,

that
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that whatever is found effential to the Safety and In-
terefts of this our Parent Country, ought, in all Juftice,
to be confidered by all her Children as Effential to

the Welfare and Interefts of the Whole.’

Ix thefe moft falutary Bands of Union, has God
and Nature joined Britain and Ireland together, and
infamous be the Men who fhall ever attempt to put

them afunder!

Our Parliament having thus effeCtually wiped oft
the only Colour which could poffibly render this
Country an Obje& of Difguft or Sufpicion, in the Eye
of any fair minded Briton, how eafy, under the fecond
Article, would have been their Tafk, in demonftrat-
ing, ¢ That the increafing Induftry of this Country in
general, inftead of becoming at any ‘Time an Occafion
of Jealoufy, ought at all Times to be confider'd as a
permanent Source of Wealth and Power to our Mo-
ther Country ; atall Times, while the fame liberal and
manly Spirit continues to be cherifhed in us, which fo
glorioufly diftinguithes our elder Brethren from all
the other Nations upon Earth; a Spirit only to be
excited by, and always infeparable from the animat-
ing fenfe of living under a Government of Laws,
and not left at the Mercy of any Man’s, or Combina-
tion of Men’s, phantaftical Ambition or arbitrary

Will :

WharLe fuch a Spirit and Temper continue to pre-
vail in this Country, nothing can be more evident
than ¢ That in Confequence of the Connexion in Point

of Trade and national Intercourfe wherein we ftand-
to
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to Britain, and in Confequence of that conftant Re-
fort to the SeaT ofF Emrire, in Purfuit of Pleafure,
or Bufinefs, or the Purpofes of Ambition, which muft
go on to increafe as our Induftry and Plenty increafe,
moft of the Wealth of Ireland muft of Courfe come
annually to be emptied into the Lap of Britain ; and
that in regard to the Refidue which fhall continue at
Home, the more it increafes, and the more a National
Spirit of Induftry is encouraged and nurfed up, the
happier it muft be for our Parent Country ; in all Exi-
gencies thus affured of a Refource in a Race of her
Offspring, who, taught by Nature, Conftitution, and
Experience, as well as by the glorious. Example of
our Elder Brethren, worthily poflefling a ftill nobler
Inheritance, to fet a Value on the free Exercife of
Religion, and the fecure Enjoyment of the other ef-
fential Privileges and Rights of a legal Government,
preferably to Life and all. its other Pofleflions; and,
well knowing, ¢ That thefe fingular Bleflings are no
longer to be hoped for, than while our Mother Coun-
try continues powerful and free, muft at all Times,
and at all Hazards, be zealoufly ready to vindicate the
Liberties and maintain the Dignity of Brirain, on the
fame Principles, and at the fame Expence, we would
be ready to vindicate and to maintain our own.

INDEED a dreadful Reverfe of all this would
quickly come to take Place, fhould it ever come to
pafs, which Heaven forbid ! that this Spirit and
Temper fhall happen to be fubdued, or by fre-
quent., Depreflions, their Vigour and elaftic Spring
fhould come to be loft ; if ever it thould happen, for
Inftance, that the principal Direction as well as Con-

' D ' troul
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troul inall the interefting internal Concernments of
this Country, fhall by one Means or otheér come
to be ingroffed by a few, whofe principal perfonal Tn-
terefts may not only, in their Nature be feparable
from, but in Fact,have in fimular Inftances been known
actually to operate in diret Oppofition to the com-
manding Interefis of Britain and Ireland, ©to the In-
terefts of Religion, Liberty, and our happy Confti-
tution ; or, if ever it fhould happen, ¢ That the
National Guardians of our Rights, Properties, and
Priviledges, by whofe Authority all Taxes are impo-
fed, for the Protection of the Public, and the feveral
other collateral Exigences of Government, fhall bafe-
ly relinquith their Self-evident Right, of inquiring how
far fuch Taxes, after being raifed, have been applied
to the Purpofes for which they were granted ; or in
Cafes, where, from the Increafe of Induftry, or which
is much more likely to be the Caule, from an Increafe
of Luxury, large Redundancies fhall “happen to re-
maio in the public Treafury after all the Exigencies of
‘Government have been effectually fupplied ; if ever it
fhould happen in Cafes of this, or any {imular Na-
ture, ¢ that thefe national Guardians, inftead of confi-
dering fuch Redundancies as {o much Money remain-
ing in the Treafury, to the Credit of the Public, from
whofe Pockets it was raifed, and themfelves as ftand-
ing-in the Place of thofe Tru{’cees, by whofe Autho-
rity the Taxes yielding this' Redundancy were origi-
naily impofed, fhall treacheroufly, or tamely, fuffer
fuch public Money to be difpofed of, by Treafury
Officers, without any Account 3 Then, and not till
Then, can the Increafe of Induftry and Wealth in

this Country become wuh any Sort of Juftice, an Ob-
- Jject
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Jec of Jealoufy to the Nation of Britain ; Then, in.
deed, as every honeft Inhabitant of this Kingdom
muft find himfelf forced to acknowledge, Ireland muft
inftantly ceafe to be, what it is at prefenr, an integral’
and falutary Member of the free Empirc of Britam,
and inftead thereof,, muft foon come to fland in the
fame deftru@ive Relation to England, which the 4fia-
#1c Provinces ftood anciently in to Rome,

IT was not merely the Riches, even of thofe
remote Provinces, but the fubdued and daftardly
Spirit of the Afiasic Inhabitants, not daring to claim
a Property in thofe Riches, that haftened the Ruin
of the Roman Commonwealth ; it was the giving
up of thefe, and the other Provinces, to the Plunder
and Domination of a few Individuals, which enabled
thofe infolent and ambitious Spirits, poffefling great
Power, and void of all Ties'and Obligations of In-
tereft to exert this Power for the Happinefs of the
People fubjeted to their Government, firft, to cor-
rupt, and finally to fubdue the Virtue and Liberty of
their native Country ;—— fhould therefore in any fu-
ture Period, fo abject a Spirit become the odious
Chara&teriftic of the Inhabitants of this Ifland, no
right {pirited Man, unfortunately happening to have
his Refidence among them, but who muft inward-
ly approve, and even applaud, every Inftance of
Policy, and A& of Power, which fhall be found ne-
ceflary for ftopping the Growth of that Wealth,
which, if not fpeedily fupprefied, is fo obvioufly
lyable to be abufed for the infamous Purpofe, of cor-

rupting the Morals, and opprefling the Liberties of

the :rﬁhabitants of Britain.
! . : D 2 S EBLY
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Srrr EVIDENT, therefore it is, that the Spirit of
this Country muft firft be broken down, and the
Yoke of perfonal Domination aCtually clapt round the
Neck of its wretched Inhabitants, before it can
ceale to be the Wifdom and the Intereft of Britain,
to cherifh in general, the growing induftry of Ire-
land ; with what Advantage then muft our Parlia-
ment, after a Reprefentation on 'this Head, which
could not fail of manifefting a fober Firmne(s of Mind,,
in vindicating the effential Rights of this Kingdom,
at the fame time that it teftified the moft refpectful
and affectionate Duty to our Mother Country, have
proceeded to the laft Article remaining to be difcufied 3
namely, to inquire whether in the prefent Circum-
ftances of Great-Britain and Ireland, any thwarting
of Interefts be in Fa& conceivable, from the increaf-
ing Induftry of this Country, in the particular Inflance
of our Linen Manufacture ? here they would have
probably judged it needlefs to remark, how diffe-
rent the Policy which Britain hitherto has practifed
in regard to this principal Article of our national Sup-
port! the many fubftantial Proofs given from Time
to Time by the Britifp Legiflature of a thorough
Difpofition to encourage in freland the Progrefs of this
Manufacture, and the numerous Exhortations delivered
from the Throne, to the People of this Country, to
bend their Attention to its Cultivation, affuring them
of all requifite Concurrence, and promifing them all
neceffary Aid, are frefh in every one’s Memory ;
What therefore might probably have been thought
under this Head beft deferving their Notice, would

have been, firft, to have exprefled their utter Inabi-
lity
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lity to apprehend how in any one Circumftance there
can poflibly happen at prefent the leaft interfering of
Interefts between Britain and Ireland, in regard to
this Manufalture, when it is {o- univerfally known,
that notwithftanding all the Induftry they have hither-
to been able to exert, Quantities of foreign Linen,
vaftly exceeding the Produce of both, are annually
wanted, to anfwer the Confumption and Traffic of
Britain. '

In the next Place, THEY would probably have
thought it neceflary earneftly to reprefent how irre-
parable the Injury might prove, fhould any hafty
Meafure be taken in fo interefting a Matter; pledg-
ing their Faith, ¢ That if upon a difpaffionate and
patient Inquiry, any fuch Oppofition of Interefts, con-
trary to all Appearances, fhould come to be dilclofed,
this Kingdom would always be ready to come into
every Abatement which the impartial Wifdom of our
Mother country fhall fee it fit and juit to point out :
Perfectly willing to be weighed, but- ftrenuoufly in-
fitting on being weighed in the public Ballance of po-
litical Juftice, where the equitable Hand of the Genius
of Britain has hold of the Scales.

Is it conceivable that fuch a national Reprefentati-
on feafonably made, would not long fince have been
effeGtual for procuring us Affurances on -which we
could with Confidence rely, ¢ that not any of the
Mifchiefs: threatened by the Havock in our late Linen
Bill (hould be permitted to take place ’

But
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Bur how important foever the Advantages would
have been of fuch a Reprefentation, that Opportuni-
ty was unhappily loft ; and loft folely in confequence
of the Story which was raifed to 'impofe on the matu=
ral Credulity of an unfufpeéting People ; a People dif-
pofed to give Credit to any Report, {ooner than to
fulpedt, ¢ That any Delign could be any where car-
rying on, to deftroy the Linen Manufacture, that
moft effential Article of our National Support, and
to ftifle the Induftry while yet in its Infancy of the
Inhabitants of this Country :’ Had it not been for this
amiable Excefs of Candour, - and Confidence of Tem-
per, the Invention fent abroad was in its Nature too
Grofs to have obtained any Belief; but fo powerful has
been in Fac this Lullabay Tale, that poflibly at this
very Hour not lefs than nineteen in twenty continue
{till faft afleep, having their Reflection locked up,
while their Imaginations are amufed with delufory

Dreams,

It is, however, high time to awake: Though
the beft Opportunity was thus unhappily loft, all is
not loft ; il there is Place for the critical Interpofi-
tion of the Men of Dignity and Weight, and fober
Senfe of this Country, who have the infeparable In-
terefts of Great-Britain and Ireland affeCtionately at
Heart ; and who, having the Merits of {o Catholic a
Caufe, fo irrefiftably on their Side, now that they
have a candid State of the Cafe diftinétly before them,
gannot well fail to fucceed,

e | IRELAND



[3xl]

IRELAND is fo Confcious of upright Inten.
tion, that far from declining or withing to avoid, it is
plealed, with every Opportunity of having its Fide-
lity and dutful  Attachment to its Parent Country
{earched to the Bottom.

Axp moft happily for us, indeed {ingularly happy
even for the Enemies of Britain, that fuch is Britain’s
innate Greatnefs of Spirit, as never to fuffer her to
take any Meafures which fhe is not at all. Times wil-
ling ‘to avow and prepared to juftify—not primarly
by Force, but previoufly, ¢ By an open Appeal to
the Principles of Righteoufnefs and liberal Policy,
in the Face of the World : A Spirit abhorrent of
every thing oppreflive, falfe, or infidious.

Wuar, therefore, at prefent, and indeed upon
all Occafions feems principally to be: guarded againft,
on the fide of this Country, is, ¢ to prevent its being
clandeftinely injured by the Fraud or Finefles of Pe-
it Maitres in Politics, who forming their Concep-
tion of the Spirit and Underftanding of the Inhabi-
tants of this Country, from fuch kind of Materials
as London Coffee Houfe MWit, or from the perufal of
fuch Books of Inftruction as that facetious Collection,
called, Foe Miller’s fefts, may regard it as an Entef~
prize to‘ which their Pfeudo Machiavelian Genius has
rendered them equal, ¢ of robbing this Country of
the “moft " authentic Vouchers of its Priviledges and
Rights, and legal Conftitution ; ¢ of undermming
_ltS Strength ; and finally ¢ of reducing it to the
Y abject
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abje@ State of an eaftern Province, where the arbfs
trary Edi@ of a Tetrach or a Patriarch ftands in Place
of the Law, or which.is ftill more ignominiotis, can
be forced on the Country under the Guife of a Law,
while the wretched Inhabitants dare not in any on€
Inftance attempt to refift, nay poflibly may find it un-
fafe fo much as to complain. | '

BrLessep be God, the Cireumftances of the
Inhabitants of this Country are fuch, and fuch the
happy Nature of its Connexion with Britain, as not
to ftand in Dread of any fuch Wretchednefs : Ire-
land muft always continue too refpectable an Ob-
jeé, in the eftimation of Britain, ever to be given
up in any of its important Interefts and Priviledges,
to the fport and refentment of any Particulars, let
their external Denomination be ever fo dignified;
and (o long as"Britain fhall continue to inherit that
Magnanimity and Juftice, which are the eflential
Attributes of the Spirit of  Liberty, nothing more
can be requifite for'the fafety of Ireland when at any
“Time in danger of fuffering an Injury by the Effect
of her Power, than feafonably, and with filial Con-
fidence, to point out to her this Injury :

B this therefore your immediate Bufinefs, as
Neceflity has made it your indifpenfible Duty, ye
real Patriots, and faithful Guardians to this Country !
Animated with the Senfe .of your pleading the
Caufe, a moft righteous Caufe, of a moft loyal
and pains-taking People; and of pleading it at a

Bar, where Juftice and Mercy infpiring the Breaft
baicti | “of
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of the’ comition Father of his Country, muft pro-
‘hounce the Decree. | :

443 M GUTHTIO gi O &l

TiARD may the Blefling of hundreds oF thon
A'IEnds"_:_bf his "Majefty’s faithful and induftrious Sub.

- Jeéts, " reflcuéd from the' awful Danger _ of being

ftript of their immediate Subfiftance, come" upon
H 1M as the Author, on his faithful Counfellors as
‘the  Advifers, and on you as the Advocatés of fo
great a Deliverance! Amen and Amen,

FROM a fetled Conviction of the Tuftnefs and Truth
of the Sentiments and Facts expreffed in this Paper, and
under a painful Senfe of the Mifchiefs which might accrue
20 this Country, fbould its prefent moft critical Situation,
m regard 1o the Safety of its Linen Manufacture be any
longer concealed ; the Wiriter Jinds  bimfelf  obliged, in
ibis artlefs Manmery to make it hnown to the Public ;
unable in any other Ways, 1o make bimfelf. fure, that thofe
who may be moft zealoufly difpofed, and likewife beft quali-
Jied for averting the Danger, fball be Jeafonably ap-
Prifed of its real Nature and Circumfances - Confctous
of this State of Mind, it marters mot much 1o an obfcure
dndividual, whether the Meafure He bas taken fhall be
amputed by others, 1o an Officioufuefs of Temper and Va-
nity of Mindyor whether it fhall be admitted even as a pof~
Sible Suppofition, that the W bole may have proceeded from
an boneft Solicitude, well or il grounded, for the Safety
of abis Country. e
& FINIS






