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SPEECH

OF THE

Right Hon. William Pitt,

} ' e, &c,

The Speaker having read His MajesTy’s

MESSAGE, iz,

GEORGE REX.
¢« His Majefty is perfuaded that the unremitting induftry
' ¢ with which our enemies perfeverc in their avowed

¢« defign of effeCting the Separation of Ireland from this
« Kingdom, cannot fail to engage the particular attention
«¢ of Parliament ; and His Majelty recommends it to this
56 Hoqfe to confider of the moft effetual means of counter-
« afting and finally defeating this defign ; and he trofts
s« ghat @ review of all the circumftances which have
s¢ recently occurred (joined to the fentiment of ‘mutyal
« affe@tion and commop intereft), will difpofe the Parlja-
&b ment of both Kingdoms to provids, jn the manper
& Yoy B “¢ which

RERTRE
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““¢-which - they fhall judge moft expedient, for fettling fm .

“ a complete and final adjuftment as may beft tend ta im-

“ prove and perpetuate a Conneion eflential for their
“ common {fecurity, and to augment and confolidate the
“ Strength, Power, and Refources of the Britith Empire."

G.R:

Mr. PrrT rofe, and fpoke as follows:
MR, _ -

W HEN 1 propofed to-the Houfe, the laft time
this fubject was before them, to fix this day for the
further confideration of His Majefty’s Meflage, I
certainly indulged the hope that the refult of a fimilar
communication to-the Parliament of Ireland would
have opened a rr_l.o-rcwfavourable Profpett, than at
prefent exifls; of the fpeedy acéompliihment of a
-meafure which I then ftated, and which I fill con-
 fider, to be of the greateft importance to the power,
the ftability, and the general welfare of the Empire;
to the immediate interefts of both Kingdoms; and
more. particularly to the peace, the tranquillity,
cand the fafety-of Ireland : in this hope, I am forry
- tofay, I have for the prefent been difappointed, by
.the proceedings of the Irith Houfe of Commons, of

which
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which -we have been anformed ﬁnce dns {ubj(.ﬂl
was h& undcr conﬁderauon W :

o
PR

I fcel and know {hat thc Parhament of Ireland

_poﬁ'cﬁ'cs the power, the intire comnetencc, on thc

behalf of that country, ahke to accept OF r;:Jeé't

.a propofition of this nature—a poOwer \ WhICh JTam
by no means_inclined to d.lfpute I fee that at

the prefcnt moment one Houfe of Parhament

Jin Ireland has exprefled a repugnance, even to
.thc confideration of this rneafure Feelmg, Sir,

a.', 1 have already ﬁated that it is 1mpor-

_.tant, not only as it tends to the general pro-
‘fperlty of chc hmplre of Great Britain, but (what,

‘under every fituation, mu{t always be to me an

obJe& of the greateft moment) feeling that it was
deﬁgncd and calcu]atcd to increafe the profperity

and enfure the fafcty of Ireland, I muft have fcen

with the deepc{t regret that, at the very firft

mom..nt, and before the nature of the meafure

could be known, it was_fo received.

Buf'whatever may have been my feelings upon
this beJC& knowmor that it is the undoubted
R - right -
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Tight of the Legiflatiire of Ireland to rejeét of to
adopt fuch meafures as may appear o them in-
jurious or beneficial, far be it from me to fpeak

of its determindtior i in 4ny other tetms But thofe

of refped. Let it not, therefore, be imagined
that I am inclined to prefs any fcntlment, how-
ever calculated it'may appear to" me to benefit
évery member of ‘the Eripiré, in any manner
which may lead to hoftile difcuffion between two
Kingdoms, whofe mutual happinefs and fafety
depend upon - theit bemg ftrictly ‘and cordlally
united. But while I admit and refpect the rlghts
of the Parliament of Ireland, I fe¢l that, asa
Member of the Parliament of Great Britain, I
alfo have a Right to exercife, and a Duty to per-
form. That Duty is to exprefs, as diftin&ly as I
can, the.gene‘ral nature and outline of the Plah,
which, in my confcience, I think would tend in
the ftrongeft manner to enfure the fafety and
the happinefs of both Kingdoms.

While T feel, therefore, that as long as the
Houfe of Commons of Ireland view the fubject
in the light they do at prefent, there is no chance

of
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of its adeption, T do fot think that T ought of
that account to abftain from fubmitting it to the
confideration of this Parliament ; on the contrary,
I think it only the more neceffary to explain
diftin&tly the principles of the Meafure, and
%o ftate the grounds upon which it appears
to me to be entitled to the approbation of the

Legiflature.

If Parliament, when it i§ in poficilion of the
bafis upon which this Plan is founded, and of its
general outline, fhould be of opinion with me,
that it is founded upon fair, jult, and equitable
principles, calculated to produce mutual advan-
tages to the two Kingdoms —if Parliament, I fay,
upon full explanation, and after mature delibera-
tion, fhould be of “that opinion, I fhould propofe
that its detérmination fhould remain recorded as
that by which the Parliament of Great Britain

- were ready to abide, leaving it to the Legiflature

of Ireland to reject or to adopt hereafter, upon a

 full confideration-of the fubjeét.

There is no man who will deny that in a great
queftion of this nature, involving in it objeéts

which,
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which, in the firft inftance, are more likely to be
decided upon. by paffion than by Judgment; in a
quettion in which an honeit but, I muft be allowed
to fay, a: miftaken fenfe of National Pride is fo
likely to operate,  that much mifconftru@ion and
mifconception muft inevi tably happen, It therefore
becomes the more neceffary that. the ‘.intem,iqas
of the Government which propofes the Meafure,
and the principles of the Meafure itfelf, fhould be
diftin(tly underftood. \But, Sir, in ftating thar
intentionf and thofe princiglcs, 1 lo_ok._;o_ qu;eghing
more than a mere vindication of Govemm_cnt for
fhaving propofed the lMeaﬁxréi. I dof—_éntelrtain a
confidence, r_:yén under the: apparent difcourage-
ment of the. Opinion exprefied by the IriIh.' Houfe
of Commops,__' that this Meafure is; founded
upon fuch clear, fuch demonftrable grounds of
uality, is fo calculated to add to the ftrength
and power of the Empire; (in, which the fafety
of Irela',nd 18 included, and from which it never
can be. feparated) and is attended with fo many
a\dvantages to Ireland in Particular, that a]] that
can be neceffary for its ultimate adoption is, that
it dhould be fated diftinétly, temperately,  and
fully, and that i fhould be left to the unpreju-

diced,



%)

diced, the difpafionate, the fober judgment of
the ‘Parliament of Ireland. I wifh that thofe
whofe: ' interefts are involved in this meafure
fhould 'have time for its confideration—I wifh
that time fhould be given to the Landed, to the
Mercantile, and Manufa&uring Intereft, that they
fhould: look at it in all its bearings, and 'that they
fhould coolly examine and fift the popular argu-

~ ments by which it has been oppofed, and that

then they fhould gwc their deliberate and final
judgment.

I am the more encouraged in this hope of the
ultimate fuccefs of this meafure, when 1 fee, not-
withftanding all the proj-udi'CCs which it has excit-
ed, that barely more than one-half of the mem-
bers. that attended the Houfe of Commons were
adverfe to it ; and that in the other Houfe of Par-
liament in Ireland, containing, as it does, fo large
a portion of the property of that kingdom, it was
appfoirc&ibf b.y a large majority.—When 1 have
reafon to 'l;‘éjﬁcirc that the fentiments of a large part
of the 'l“éaﬁte of that Country are favourable to it ;
‘andithat” much of the Manufacturing, and of the
Commercial Intereft of Ireland are already fenfible

Yy how
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how much it is calculated to promote their advan-,
tage, I think, when it is more deliberately exami-
ned, and when it is feen in what temperit is here
propofed and difcuffed, that it will ftill terminate
in that which can alone be a fortunate refult.

. It would be vain indeed to hope that a propa-
fition upon which prejudices are fo likely to ope-
rate, and which is {o liable ‘to mifconception,
ihould be unanimoufly approved. But the appro-
bation I hope for is, that of the Parliament of
Ireland, and of the intelligent part of the Public
of that Country. It is with a view to this object
that I think it my duty to bring this meafure for-
ward at prefent;. not for the fake of urging its
immediate adoptlon, but that it may be known
and recorded ; that the intention of the Britifh
Parliament may be known, in the hope that it
will produce fimilar fentiments among our Coun-
trymen in Ireland. 'With this view it is my inten»
tion not to go at prefent into any detailed flate-
ment of the plan, becaufe thould it ultxmately be
adopted, the minuter parts mu&_ neceffarily be-
come the objets of much diftinét: difcuffion ; but
to give fuch a general ftatement of the natyre of

5 G the
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the meafure as will enable the Houfe to form 2

correé judgment upon it.

1 fhall therefore, Sir, before I fit down, open
to the Houfe a ftring of Refolutions, comprifing
the general heads of this plan. It will be necel-
fary for me, for the purpofe of difcuffing thofe
Refolutions with regularity and convenience, to

" move that the Houfe fhould refolve itfelf into 2
" Committee.  And I have already ftated, that it is
not my intention then to prefs the Committee to
come to an immediate decifion upon the Relolu-
tions ; but if; upon full and deliberate examina-
tion, the Refolutions which I {thall have the honour
to propofe, and which contain as much as 1s ne-
ceflary for an outline of the plan, fhall be approv-
ed, my opinion is, that nothing can contribute
more to obviate any doubts and diffatisfaction
which may exift, than that Parliament fhould
adopt  thofe Refolutions, and that it fhould then
humbly lay them at the foot of the Throne, leav-
ing it to His MajesTy’s wifdom to communicate
~_ them to the Parliament of Ireland, whenever
| circumftances fhould appear favourable to fuch
l a Meafure, I fhall therefore, Sir, proceéd as
E “ thortly




¢ © )
fhortly as I can to fate to the Houfe the natuse
of the Refolutions, and of the Addrefs which
I fhall propofe to accompany them, if. it

thould be the pleafure of the Hm:fe. to adopt
them,

v ¥

* Having now, Sir, explained to 'the. Houfe the
mode I mean to purfue, and my ‘reafons for per-
hifting, under the prefent cireumftances, in - fub«
mitting this Mcafure to- the confideration of Par-
liament, 1" will endeavour to' ftate the general
grounds on which it refls, the gencral arguments
by which it is recommended, and to give a fhost
view of the particulars.of the Plan.

As to the general ‘principle upon which the
whole of this Meafure is founded, T am happy .to
obferve, from what paffed upon a former occa-
fion, that there is not a probahility of any dif«
ference of opinion. The general principle, to
which ‘both fides of the Houfe perfectly acceded,
is, that a perpetual Conne&ion between Great
Britain and Ireland was effential to the interefts of
both. The only Hononrable Gfmlemau who,
when this fub_]e& was bcfom the: Houfe on a

former
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former day, oppofcd the confideration of the Plag

altogether, ftated, in terms as ftrong as I could
wilh, the neceflity of preferving the firicteft

. Connedion between the two Countries, I moft

cordially agree with him in that opinion, but |
then ftated, that I do not barely willx for the main-
tenarice of that Connetion as tending to-add
to the general ftrength of the Empire; but I wifh
for the maintenance of it with 4 peculiar regard
to the local interefts of Ireland, with a regard to
every thing that can give to Ireland its due weight
and importance, as a great member of the Em-~
pire. I wifh for it with a view of giving to that
Country the means of improving all its great
natural Refources, and of giving it a full par-
ticipation of all thofe bleflings which this Coune
try fo eminently enjoys.

Conﬁdcring the fubje@ in this point of view,
and affluming it as a propofition not to ‘be con-
troverted; that it is the duty of thofe who wilh
to promote the Intereft and Profperity of both
Countries, to maintain the ftrongeft conneltion
between them, let me afk, what is the fituation of
Aﬁ'znrs that has called us to the difcuffion of this
N 2 _ fubjedt?
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fubjet? This very connection, the neceflity of
which has been admitted on all hands, has been
attacked by Foreign Enemies, and by Domeftic
Traitors,. The diffolution of that conne@ion is
the great obje@t of the hotftility of the common
Enemies of both Countries, it is almoft the only
remaining hope with which they now continue the
conteft. . Baffled and defeated ‘as they have
hitherto been, they fill retain. the hope, they are
ftill meditating attempts, to diffolve that connec-
tion. God grant that in this inftance the fame
favour of Divine Providence, which has in fo
many inftances proteéted this Empire, may again
interpofe in our favour, and that the-attempts of
the Enemy te feparate the two Countries, may
tend ultimately to knit them more clofely to-
gether, to ﬂrcngtheq a Conneltion, the beft
pledge for the happinefs of both, and fo add to
that power which forms the chief barrier to the
civilized world, againft the deftru&ive principles,

the dangerous projes, and the unexampled ufiy-
pation_of France. ‘This Connetion has been

attacked not. only by the avowed Enemies of both
Countries, but by internal Treafon, ating in con-

cert with the defigns of _the Enemy. Internal

Treafon,
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Treafon, which ingrafted Jacobinifm on thofe

difeafes which neceflarily grew out of the State
and Condition of Ireland.

Thinking, then, as we all muft think, that a
clofe Connecion with Ireland is eflential to the
interefts of both Countries, and feeing how much

‘this Conne&tion is attacked, let it not be infinu-

ated that it is unneceffary, much lefs improper,
at this arduous and important crifis, to fee whe-
ther foine new arrangements, fome fundamental
regulations, are not neceflary, to guard againft
the threatened danger. The foreign and domeftic
Enemies of thefe Kingdoms have fhewn, that
they think this the vulnerable point in which they

-may be moft fuccefsfully attacked ; let us derive

advantage, if we can, from the hoftility of our
Enemies — let us profit by the defigns of an
Enemy, who, if his condu¢t difplays no true wif-
dom, at leaft pofiefles in an eminent degree that
{pecies of Wii}iofn which is calculated for the pro-
motion of ‘mifchief. They know upon what foot-
ing that"Connection refts at this moment between
the two Countries, and they feel the moft ardent
hope, that the two Parliaments will be infatuated

enouch
s
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enough not to render their defigns abortive, by
fixing that Conne@ion upon a more folid bafis,

Thefe circumftances T am fure will not be
denicd.  And if upon other grounds we had any
doubt, thefe circumftances alone ought to induce
us, deliberately and difpaffionately, fo review the
fituation of the two Countries, and to endeavour
to find out 2 proper remedy for an evil, the ex-
titence of which is but too apparent. Tt requires
but a moment’s refle€tion, for any man who has
marked the progrefs of events, to decide upon
the true ftace and chdradter of this Conne&ion.
It is evidently one' which does not afford that fe-
curity which, even in times lefs dangerous and lefs
critical than the prefent, would have been necef-
fary, to enable the empire to avail itfelf of its
ftrength and its refources.

When I Iaft addrefled the Houfe on this fub-
1e&, I ftated that the fettlcmgnt, which was made
In"1782, fo far from deferving the name of 2
Final Adjuftment, was one that lefc the Con-
ne@ion between Great Britain and [reland expofed
to all the attacks of Party, and all the effe@s of

11 accident.
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accident. That Settlement confifted in the de-
molition of the Syftem which before held the two
Countries together. Let me not be underftood
as exprefling any regret at the termination of that
Syftem. 1 difapproved of it, becaufe I thought it
was one unworthy the liberality of Great Britain,
and imjurious to the interefts of Ireland. . But to
“call that a Syftem in itfelf—to call that a glorious
fabric of human wifdom——which is no more than the
mere demolition of another Syftem-—is a perverfion
of terms which, however prevalent of late, can
only be the effe® of grofs mifconception; or of
great hypocrify. We boalt that we have done
every thing, when we have merely deftroyed all
that before exifted, without fubftituting any thing
in its place. Such was the Final Adjuftment of
17825 and I can prove it to be fo, not only from
the plaineft reafoning; but I can prove it by the
opinion exprefled by the Britith Parliament at that
very time. I can prove it by the opinion ex-
prefied by thofe very Minifters by whom it was
propofed and conduted. 1 can prove it by the
opinion of that very Government who boaft of
having effected a Final Adjultment. 1 refer, for

what I have faid, to proofs which they will find it
VEry
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very difficult to anfwer ; T mean their own h&gﬁ
which will plainly fhew that they were of opinion
that a new Syftem would be neceffary. But, Sir, I
will go farther—I will alfo produce therauthority
of one of thofe whofe influcnce, on the prefent oc-
cafion, has been peculiarly exertedito prevent the
difcuffion of the queftion in Ireland — of one,.of
whom I do not with to fpeak but with refpet,
but for whom, neverthelefs, I fhould convey ant'
idea of more refped, than I ean now feel to be
due to him, if I were merely to defcribe him as
the perfon who fills the fame fituation, in the
Houfe of Commons of Ireland, which you, Sir,
hold among us, and of which on all occafions yoz
difcharge the 'duties with a dignity and impar-
tiality which refle@s fo much credit on yourfelf,

and fo well fupports the chara&er and authority
of the Houfe |

On 2 ‘former night, Iread an Extra& from
the jourmls to thew what was the opinion even
of thofe by whom the Final Adjuftment was pro-
pofcd of that Meafure. It would there appear,
that the Meflage was fent to the Parliament of
Iteland, recomm ending to them the adoption of

{fome
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fome Plan for a Final Adjuftment between the

two Countries, and wifhing to know what were
the grounds of the grievances of which they com-
plained. In anfwer to this Meflage, the Parliament
of Ireland ftated certain grievances, the principal
of which was, the power claimed by the Parliament
of Great Britain of making Laws to bind Ire-
land ; but, with refpet to that part of the Mef-
fage which related to the propriety of adopting
fome Meafures for a Final Adjultment between
the two Countries, they were wholly filent. This
Addrefs was laid before the Parliament of Great
Britain, to whom a fimilar Meflage had been
fent, and on that ground was moved the Repeal
of what was called the Declaratory A&, which
Motion was affented to by the Britith Parliament,
This fatisfation was complete to Ireland, as far as
related to the grievance of which her Parliament
had éomplaincd, viz. the Power of the Britith
Parliament of making Laws for Ireland, becaufe,
by the Repeal of the Declaratory A&, that power
was given ups But fo far was the Minifter of
that dayz from .confidering that the Repeal of that
Law finally terminated all differences, and efta-
blifhed the Connection betwecn the two Coun-

' D tries
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tries upon a folid bafis, that he thought it necef-
fary to move that a farther Settlement was indif-
penfable for the maintenance of that Conne@ion.

[Mr. SuERIDAN acrofs the Table, defired that that part
of the Journals to which Mr. P11t alluded, might be read. ]

Mr. PrrT continued. Sir, I have {tated the
fubftance of the Journals cotredly; they were

read on a former night, and the.Honourable Gen-
tleman may, if he choofes, have them read again.*

It he does he will find that they fully juftify the

fatement I have made, but I beg that at prefent
I 'may not be interrupted. I do maintain, that
upon a reference to the Journals of the period to
which I have alluded, it will appear that a farther
agreement between Great Britain and Ireland is
there ftated, in the opinion of the Adminiftration
of the day, tobe abfolutely neceffary.

I beg farther to ftate, that after the Bill of
which fo much has been faid, was pafled, an Ad-

drefs to His MajJesTy was moved and carncd

praying him to take fuch further meafures as to
hifn feemed proper, to ftrengthen the Conne&mn

* Vide Appendtx
between
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between the two Counirics. His MAJESTY’S
moft Gracious Anfwer, ftating, that in compli-
ance with the Addrefs, he would immediately take
fuch meafures as might be neceflary for that pur-
pofe, was delivered to the Houfe by an Honour-
able Gentleman who then filled the office of Se-
cretary of State, and whom we have not lately
{feen in the Houfe, though he {till continues to be
a Member of it. I do affert, withour the leaft
fear of contradi@ion from any Gentleman what-
ever, that it was in the contemplation of the Go-
vernment of that day, to adopt fome meafures of
the nature alluded to in the Addrefs; fince that
period, however, no fuch meafure has been taken.
I do alfo maintain, that that very fyltem which
by thefc very Minifters who brought it forward
was found to be imperfect, even for the purpofe
of maintaining the Conneétion between the two
Countries, remains at this moment in the fame
imperfect ftate. It leaves the two Countries with
feparate and independent Legiflatures, connected
only with this tie, that the Third Eftate in both
Countries is the fame—that the Executive Go-
vernment is the fame—that the Crown exercifes

its power of a,ﬁ'cmmo to Irith A&s of Parliament
D2 under
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under the Great Seal of Great Britain, and by the
advice of Britith Minifters.

This is theonly principle of Conneétion which
is left by the Final Adjuftment of 1782. * Whether
this is a fufficient tic to unite them in time of

Peace; whether in time of War it is fufficient to

confolidate their ftrength againft 2 Common Ene-
my ; whether it is fufficient to guard againft thofe
local jealoufies whiclh muft neceffarily fometimes
exift between countries fo conne@ed ; whether it
1s calculated to give to Ireland all the important
commercial and political ' advantages which fhe
would derive from a clofer Connection with Great
Britain; whether ‘it can O‘IVC to both Nations
that degree of ftrength and profperity which muft
be the refultof fuch a Meafure as the prefent, I
believe need only to be ftated to be decided,

But I have already faid, that I have upon this
point, the authority of an opinion to Wthh I be-
fore alluded—an opinion delivered upon a very
important Meafure, very foon after the Final Ad-
Jultment of 1782. The Meafure to which I refer,
was that of the Commercial Propofitions which

wcere

T R
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were brought forward in 178¢. I am not now
going to enter into a difcuflion of the merits of
that Meafure. The beft, perhaps, that can be
faid of it is, that it went as far as circumftances
-would then permit, to-draw the two Countries to a
clofer Connecion. But thofe who think that the
Adjuftment of 1782 was final, and that it con-
tained all that was neceflary for the eftablithment

of the Connection between the two Countries
‘upon a firm bafis, can hardly contend that the

Commercial Propofitions of 1785 were neceflary
to prevent the danger of feparation between the
two Countries, and to prevent the conflifting
operation of Independent Legiflatures. Yet, if I
am not miftaken, there will be found, upon a re-
ference to better Records than thofe in which
Parliamentary Debates are ufually ftated (I mean
a ftatement of what pafled in the difcuflion upon
thofe Propofitions fourteen years ago, made, as I
have underftoed, by fome of the principal parties
themfelves) that the CHancerLor of the Ex-
cHEQUER, of that day in Ireland, ina Debate upon
the Irifh Propofitions, held this language—s<< If
¢ this infatuated Country gives up the prefent of-
& fér, the may look for it again in vain,” Here the

Right
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Right Honourablc Gentleman was happily mif-
taken; Ireland has again had the offer of the
fame advantages, but more complete, and in all
refpects better calculated to attain their objet ;
and this offer the Right Honourable Gentleman
has exerted all his influence ‘to rejet. But he
£0€s on to fay — ¢ THINGS CANNOT REMAIN AS
“ THEY ARE — Commercial jealoufy is roufed—
“ it will increafe with twg independent Legiflatures
“ —and without an united intereft in commerce,
in a commercial Empire, political Union will
receive many thocks, and feparation of interefs
muft threaten feparation of Comnestion, which

“ every boneft Irifeman muft thudder to look at,
“ as a poffible event,”

(11
(11

€<

Gentlemen will have the goodnefs to obferve,

that T am not mow quoting thefe expreflions as
pledges given By that Right Honourable Gentle-
man that he would fupport a propofal for a Union
between the two Countries, but 1 am adducing
them €o prove that the fituation of the two Coun-
trics after the Final Adjuftment of 1782, was
fuch, in bis opinion, as led to the danger of a fe-
paration between them. I am not now arguing

i that
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that a Lesiflative Union is the only meafure which
can poffibly be adopted, but I am contending thit
the Adjultment of 1782 was never confidered as
final, by thofe who now ftate it to be fo as an ar-
gument againft the confideration of the prefent
meafure. How the Honourable Gentleman on the
other fide of the Houfe will evade this authe-
rity I do not know; — an authority t60, which,
I muft obferve, hé feems much more inclined to
treat with refpe& than he was formetly.

But, Sir, it does not ftop there. What is the
evil to which he alludes ? " Commercial jealoufies
between two Countries a&ing upon the laws of
two independent Lc&iﬂétures, and from the dan-
ger of thofc Legiflatures atting with jealoufy to
each other.—How can this evil be remedied ? By
two means only; either by fome Compact entered
into by the Lc&-i.ﬂaturcs of the two Countries
refpecting the mode of forming their commercial
regulations, or ¢lfe by blending the two Legifla-
tures ﬁ)gé’fﬂcr, thefe are the only two means.
I defy the wit of man to point out a thitd. The
mode of compaét was propofed in 17835, butun-
fOrmnate]y, in fpite of that Right Honourable

Gentleman’s



[ 24 ]

Gentleman’s eloquence and authority, who then:
ftated the importance of guarding againt the evil,
it fo happened that dotrines, derived chiefly.
from this fide of the water, fucceeded in COI-I\Vin-.
cing the Parliament of Ireland, that it would be
inconfiftent with their independence, toenter into
any compact whatever. 'We have then the autho-
rity of that Right Honourable Gentleman to whom
I have o often alluded, that the unfettled ftate
in which the matter was left, would give ¢ Poli-
tical Union many fhocks, and lead to a fepara-
tion of Connection.” The experiment of a mu-
tual Compact has been tried without fuccefs ; the
arrangement of that fore, which was propofed in

1785, 1n order. to obyiate the inconveniences
ftated by the Right Honourable Gentleman, was
then attacked with the fame fuccefs againft his
authority, as another and more effeGual remedy
has recently experienced under his aufpices. The
refult thends—you muft remain in the ftate which
that Right Honourable Gentleman has defcribed,

with the feeds of feparation in the fyftem now ef-
tab_li[hqd, and with the Connedtion, on which the

muiual profperity of both countries depends in

danger of being hourly diffolved, or you muft again

12 recur



a uﬂ
a

U e sl . L L s - -

Ealibd = 1 S

[ 25 1] |
recur to the propofal of a compaét fimilar to that.
rejeéted in''1785; or you muft refort to the beft
and moft effeétual remedy, s+~ a LEcisLaTIVE
Lhmzosdicais e favist oved eansh | .

I have dwelt longer, perhaps, upon this part of '
the fubje& ‘than was abfolutely neceffary;” becaufe
I believe there is fearcely any man who has ever
afked himfelf, whether there is a folid, perma-
nent fyem of Conne&ion between the wo Coun-
tries, who could; upon refle€tion,  anfwer the
queltion in the affirmative. ‘But belides the au-
thorities of the perfons who made the arrange-
ment in 1782, and of thofé who have fince treated
of it, to fhew that it was not deemed to be  final
and complete ; ‘1. have further the teft of experi-
ence to fhew how imperfect it was, and how 1n-
adequate in pradtice to the greac object of ce-
mcm'ing the Conneétion, and placing it beyond
the danger of being diffolved. In the fingle in-
ftance, which has occurred, (and that a melancholy
one which ali‘of us deplored,) in which we could
feel the effeits of two jarring Legillatures “we
did .feel it. On that occafion, it might have
produced the moft fignal calamities, had we not

| E been
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been refcued from itsdanger by an event, to which
ho man can now Jeok back without feeling the ut=
moft joy and exultation feclings, which fubfe=
quent circumftances have ferved to heighten ‘and
confirm. Every Gentleman will knows that I
mutt allude to the Regency.  With two indepén-
dent Legiflatures, alting ﬁpon— different principles,
it was accident alone- that preferved the identity of
the Executive Power, which is.the bond and fe-
curity of the Conne&ion: And even then the
Executive authority, though vefted in one per-
fon, would have been held by him by two differ-
ent tenures, by one tenuie in England, by another
in Ireland, had not"the interpofition of Provi-
dence prevented a circumftance pregnant with
the moft imminent perils, and which might
have operated to a feparation of the two ‘king-
doms,

After feeing'the recorded opinion of Parliament,
of thofe who made the arrangement of 182, and
after the decided tetimony of experience on the
ﬁlbjc&, within the fhort period of fixteen years,
perhaps, it is hardly neceffary to appeal to farther

proofs
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proofs of its inadequacy, or to defire Gentlemen to
look forward to poffible cafes, which I could eafily
put, and which will naturally fuggeft them{elves to
the minds of all, who chufe to turn their attention

to the fubject,

. But: when we confider the diltin‘t powers po(-
fefled by the two Legiflaturcs on all the great
queftions of Pcace and War, of alliances and con-
federacies,—(for they each have in principle, a
right to difcufs them and decide upon them,
though one of them bas hitherto been wifcly re-
ftrained by difcretion, from the: exercife of that
right),—have we not feen circumftances to induce
us to think it poffible,, at leaft, that on fome of
thefe important queftions the opinions and deci-
fions of the two Parliaments might have becen at
variance 2 Are we talking of an indiffoluble Con-
netion, when we fee it thus perpetually liable
to be endangered? Can we really think  that
the interefts of the Lmpire, or of its different
branches-reft upon a fafe and folid bafis ac pre-
fent ? I am anxious to difcufs this point clofely
with-any man, either here, or in Licland. Wil

E2 it
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it be’ faid, that the Parliament of the latter Coun<'
try is bound by ouf deeifion ‘on'the -queftion of
Peace or War? ‘And if not fo bound, will any
man, looking at ‘human Nature as it i$; ‘contend,
that there is a.fufficient certainty thatithe deci-
fion on that important fubje& will always be the
fame in" both countries ? I fhould ‘be glid to- fe-
eeive a diflinét ‘anfwer to this quéttion; from the
Honourable Gentleman who‘has' declared Himfelf
to be as warm a friend to the Conne&ion between
the two Countries as Fam, # < ‘0

Suppofe, for inftance, "that ‘the prefent war,
which the Parliament'of Great Britain confiders
to be juft and'neceffary, had been voted by the
Irith Parliament, to be unjuft, unnecefiary, ex-
travagant, and hoftile to the principles of huma-
nity and freedom.—Would that Parliament have
been bound by this Country? If not ;—what fecu-
rity have we, at 2 moment-the moft important to
our common intereft and common falvation, ‘that
the two Kingdoms fhiould have but-one friend and
foe 21 repearit; Iam eager to hear what'can be
faid in juftification of a bafis fo imperfe& and un-

found,
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found, apd liable to be fhaken by fo many acci-
dents:: T have already obferved, that in the pes
culiar ‘circumflances of the ‘prefent moment, we:
may find ftronger reafors to prove the neceflity.of
corre@ing the fyftem of Conneltion between this
Country and Ireland, of fupplying its imperfecs
tions, and {trengthening its weaknefs, than are to
be found at any former period.

. 'Having thus ftated, and I think fufficiently
proved, that the’ Settlement . of 1782, in every
point of view in which it can be confidered, is
imperfc&, and inadequate to the object of main-
taining the connection between the two kingdoms,
I proceed next to the circumiances which peculi-
arly call upon us at the prefent moment to remedy
that imperfection.

. This Country is at this time engaged in the
moft impc')rtam,'iand momentous conflit that ever
occurredvin the Hiftory of the World; a conflict
in which Great Britain is diftinguifhed for having
made the only manly and fuccefsful ftand againit
the. common enemies of civilized fociety. We
" feerthe point in which that Enemy think us the

moft
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moft affailable~~Are we not then bound in policy
and prudence, to ftrengthen that vulnerable point,
mvolved as we are in a conteft of Liberty againft
Defpotifm—of Property againft Plunder and Ra-
pirie—~of Religion and Qrder-againft Impiety and
Anarchy ?  There was.a time when this would
have been termed declamation ; but, unfortunately,
long and bitter experience has taughtus to feel that
it is only the feeble and imperfect reprefentation
of thofe calamities (the refult of French Principles

and French Arms), which: are attefted by the
wounds of a bleeding world,

- Is there a man who “does not admit the. impor-
tance of a meafure which, at fuch a crifis, may
augment the ftrength of the Empire, and thereby
enfure its fafety 2 Would not that benefic to
Ireland be of itfelf fo folid, fo ineftimable, that,
in_comparifon with it, all Commercial Interefts,
and the prefervation of local habits and manners;
would be trifling, even if they were endangered
by the prelent meafure ;—which they undoubtedly
are not 2 The people of Ireland are proud, I be-
lieve, of being affociated with us in the great
conteft in which we are engaged, and muft feel

the
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the advantage of augmenting the general force of
the Empire. That the prefent meafure is calcu~
lated to produce that effec;, isa propofition which
I think cannot be difputed. There is not in any
Court of Europe a Statefman fo ill-informed as
not to know, that the general power of the Em-
pire would be increafed to a very great extent
indeed, by fuch a .confolidation of the ftrength
of the two Kingdoms. In'the courfe.of the Cen-
tury every writer of any information-on the fub-
jeét has held the fame language, and;in the ge-
neral ftrength of the Empire both Kingdoms are
more concerned than in any jparticular interefts
which may belong to eithers. If we were to afk
the Minifters of ‘our “Allies, what meafure they
thought the moft ‘likely to augment -the power
of the Britith Empire; and confequently increafe
that ftrength by which they were now protected—
if we were to afk the Agent of our Enemies,
what meafure would be the moft likely to render
their defigns abortive — the anfwer would be the
fame in both cafcs, viz. the firm confolidation
of every part of the Empire,

There
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¢ ‘There ig.another confideration well- worth attcn=
tion.  Recolle¢t what -are -the peculiar means by
which we have been enabled to refift the unequalled
and eccentric efforts of France, without-any dimi~
nution, nay, with an increafe, of our general prof-
perity — what, ‘but the great Commercial Re-
fources which 'we poflefs? As Meafute, then,
which ‘muft communicate to fuch a mighty. Limb
of the. Empire ‘as Ireland, all. the Commercial
advantages which Great Brirain poflefles, which
will open the markets of the one Country:to the
other, which will give them both the common
ufe of their Capital,; muft, by diffufing a large
portion of wealth into. Ifeland, confiderably in-
creafe the Refources, and - confequently the
ftrength, of the whole Empire.

But it is not merely in this general view, that
I think the Queftion ought to bs confidered.—
We ought ‘to look to it with a view peculiarly
to the permanent intereft and fecurity of Ireland.
When that Country was threatened wich the dous .
ble danger of hoftile attacks by Fremies w thoug,

and of Treafon within, from what quarcer did fhe

9 derive
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dprwc th,c means of her deliverance? — from the
Naval ,Forcc of Great Britain — from the volun-
tary exertions of her Military of every defcription,
not called for by Law — and from her pecuniary
refources, added to the loyalty and energy of the
Inhabitants of Ireland itfelf; — of which it is im-
pofiible to {peak with too much pralfe, and which
fhews how well they deferve to be callcd the
Brethren of Britons. Their own courage rmght,
perhaps, have ultimately fucceeded, in repelling
the dangers by which they were threatened, but
it would have been after a long conteft, and after

having waded through feas of blood. Are we

fure ‘that the fame ready and effettual affiftance
which we have happily afforded, on the prefent

occafion, will be always equally within our power?

‘Great Britain has always' felt 2 common intereft

in the fafety of Ireland; but that common intereft
was never fo obvious and urgent as when the
Common Enemy made her attack upon Great
Britain, throilgh the mcdium of Ireland, and when
their attack upon Ireland went to deprive her of her
Conneéion with Great Britain, and to fubftitute
in ﬁcad, the new Government of the F rench Re-

public. When that danger threatened Ireland,
i 13 the
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the purfc of Great Britain was open for the wahti
bf' Ircland as for the neceﬁitles of Englana NG

~ 1do not, Sir, ftate thefe c;rcumf’cances, as up-
brmdmg Ireland for the benefits we havc confer-
ted; far from it; but I ftate them with pleafurc,
as fhewmg the frlendfhlp and good will with
whxch this Country has acted towards her. But
if I’truggles of this fort may and muft return
again, if the worft dangers are thofe which are yet
to come, dangers which méy be greater from being
more difguifed—if thofe fitvations may arife when
the fame means of rehef are not in our power,
what is the remedy that reafon and policy pomt
out? Itisto identify them with us—it is to make
them part of the fame Community, by giving
them a full fhare of thofe accumulated bleffings
which are diffufed throuchow: Great Britain; it is,
in a word, by giving them a full participation of
the Wealth, the Power, and the Glory of the
Britith Empire. If then this Meafure comes re-
commended not only by the obvious defe@s of
tae fyflem which now exifts, but that it has alfo
the pre-eminent recommendation olf‘ increafing the
general power of the Empire, and of guarding

. againft
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againft future danger from the Common Epemy,

we are next to confider it as to its effects upon the
internal copdition of Ireland.

I know perfeétly well, that as lang as Ireland i3
f;parated.from ‘Great Britain, any attempt on
our part to provide meafures which we might

think falutary, as refpecting queftions . of con-

tending felts or parties, of the claimed rights of
the Catholics, or of the precautions neceflary for
the fecurity of the Proteftants—I know that all
thefe, though they may have been brought foré
ward by the very perfons who are the advocates
of the Final Adjultment in 1782, were, in faét,
attacks upon the Independence of the Irith Parlia-
ment, and attempts to ufurp the Right of deci-
ding on points which can only be brought within
our province by Compact. Until the Kingdoms
are united, any attempt to make regulations here
for the internal ftate of Ireland muft certainly
be a violation of her Independence. But feel-
ing as I do, for their intcfcﬁs and their welfare,
I cannot be inattentive to the everts that are
pafling before me; I muft therefore repeat, that
Wl}ocvcr looks at the circumftances to which I
have alluded—whoever copfiders thag the Enemy

Fa have
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have thewn by their condu@, that they confidered
Treland as the weakeft and molt vulnerable pa&
of the Empire; whoever refle&ts upon thofe dread=
ful and inexcufable cruelties inftigated by the Ene-
mies of both Countries, and upon thofc lament-
able feverities by which the exertions Tor the de-
fenfe of Ireland were unhappily, but unavoidably,
attended, and the neceflity of which is itfelf one
great aggravation of the Crimes and Treafons
which led to them, muft feel that, as it now ftands
compofed, in the hoftile divifion of its Se&s, in
the ‘animofities exifting between ancient Settlers
and orginal Inhabitants, in the ignorance and want
of Civi]ization, which marks that Country more
than almoft any other Country in Europe, in the
unfortunate prevalence of Jacobin  Principles,
arifing from thefe caufes, and augmenting their
malignity, and which have produced that diftreffed
ftate which we now deplore; every ‘one, I fay,
who reflects upon all thefe circumftances, muft
agree with'me in thinking, that there is no cure
but in the formation of a General Imperial Legif-
lature, free alike from terror and from refent-
“ment, removed from the danger and agitation, and
‘uninflamed by the prejudices and paffions of that
Wiftradted Country.

I know
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I khow that it is impoffible, if we wilh to con-
fider this fubject properly, to confider it in éﬁy.
other point of view than as it affeéts the Empire
in general. I'know that the interefts of the two
Countries muft be taken together, and that a man
cannot fpeak as a true Englithman, unlefs he
fpeaks as a true Irifaman, nor as a truc Irithman,
unlefs he fpeaks as a truc Englithman : But
if it was poffible to feparate them, and T could
confider myfelf as addrefling you, not 2s inte-
refted for the Empire at large, but for Ireland
alone, 1 fhould fay, that it would be indifpenfably
neceffary, for the fake of that Country, to comm-
pofe its prefent diftraions, by the adoption of
another fyftem :—1I fhould fay, that the eftablifh-
ment of an Imperial Legiflature was the only
means of healing its wounds and of reftoring it
to tranquillity. - F-muft here take the liberty of
alluding to fome topics which were touched upon
during the difcuffion of the former night.

Among the great and known defeéts of Ireland,
one df the moft prominent features is, its want
of induftry and a capital; how are thofe wants to
be “fupplied, but by blending more clofely with

Ireland,
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Ireland, the induftry and the capital of this Coun=
try. But, above all, in the great leading diftinc-
tions betwéen the People of. Irelard, I mean their

~ religious” diftin&ions, ‘what . is their ﬁtuau.,;c:nP
The Proteftant feels that the claims of the Ca-

tholics threatens the exiftence of the . Protcﬁant

- afcendancy ; while, on the other handt‘ the .vgrca(: :

body -of Catholics feel the eftablifhment of the
National: Church; and their exclufion from thc;
exercife of certain rights,. and privileges, a gricv-
ance.  Between the two, it becomes a matrer of
difficulty in the minds of many pcrfon_é, whether it
would be better to liften only to the fears of the
former, or to grant the claims of the latter,

I am well aware that the fubje@ of religioys
diftinction is a dangerous and delicate topic, ef-
pecially when applied to a- country fuch as Ireland;
the fituation of w hich is different in this re{pect
from that of every other. Where the eftablithed
religion of the State is the fame as the general
religion of the Empire, and where the property
of.the “Country is in the hands of a comparg-
tively fmall number of perfons proﬁ:ﬁ”ng that
cftablithed religion, while thc FCIIUIOH of a great

majority
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majority of thérpéo"f)'l'e?is';:liﬁ'crcnt, it 1§ not edfy
to fay, on general ‘:pﬁ-nc’i;;lesi,' what fyftem of
Chutch E&abllﬂlmem‘ ih Tuth 2 “Country  would
be free from difficulty and ‘inconvenience. By
many 1 know it will be contended, that the reli-
gion profefled by 2 niajofity of the people; would
at leaft be entitled to an equality of Privileges.
I have ‘heard fuch an argument urged in - this
Houle; but thofe who apply ‘it “without: qualifi-
‘cationf' to'the cafe of Ireland,  forger furely the
principles on which Englifh Intereft and Englith
Connécion has been eftablithed in that Countrys
and ‘on” which its prefent Legiflature’ is formed.
No man’ can ‘fay, that,in‘the prefent ftate of
thihgé,. nd whilé Trelanid rémains a feparate’king-
dom, ﬁﬂl conceflions could be made to the Ca-
thotics, without endangering the State, and {hak=-
ing the Conftitution of Ireland to its centre.

On the other  Hand, without anticipating the
difeuffion; or the propriety of agitating the quef-
tion, or' ﬁ{?irig how foon or how late it may be
fit to difcufs it; two propofitions are indifputable:
Firft, When the conduét of the Catholics fhall be

fuch as to make it fafe for the Government to
11 admit
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admit them to the participation of the privileges
granted to thofe of the Eftablithed Rcllgmn, ~and
when the temper of  the times fhall- be fa}vourablc
to fuch a meafure,  When thefe events take
Place, it is obvious that fuch a quefhon may be
agitated ‘in an United, Imperial Parliament, with
much greater {afety, than it could'be in a feparate
Legiflature, . In the fecond place, Fthink it cer-
tain that, even. for whatever _period it may
be thought neceflary, after the Union, to with-
hold from the Catholics the enjoyment of thofe
advantages, many of the objections which at pre-
fent arife out of their fituation would be removed,
if the Proteftant Legiflature were no longer fepa-~
rate and local, but general and Imperial; and
the Catholics themfelves would -at once feel a mi-
tigation of the meoft goading and irritating of their
prefent cavfes of complaint,

How far, in addition to this' great and leading
confideration, it may alfo be wife and pradticable
- to accompany the meafure by fome mode of re-
lieving the lower orders from the preflure of

Tithes, which in many 1nﬂ:anccs operate at pre-
Jint as 2 great practical evil, or to make-—-under

proper
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the fecurity of the prefent Proteftant Eftablifh-

ment an efe@ual and adequate provifion for the

Catholic:Clergys it is not now neceflary to difcufs.

Ic is fufficient to fay, that thefe and all other fub-

-ordinate points conne&ed with the fame fubject,
.are_mare likely to be permanently and f@tlsfa&o-

rily feetled by an United Legiflature, than by any

_local arrangements, On thefe grounds 1 contend,

that with a view to.providing an effeCtual remedy

for the diftradtions which have ‘unhappily prevail-
¢d in Ireland, with a view of remoying thofe

‘caufes which have cndangercd, and ftill endanger

irs fecurity, the meafure which I am now pro-

pofing promifzs to be more effectual than_any

other which czn be devifed, and on thefe grounds
alone, if there exifted no other, .1 fhould feel 1t
my duty to fubmit it to the Houle.

But, Siry though what I have thus ftated: re-

lates moft immediately to the great objedt of

healing_the diffcntions, and providing for the
internal /tranquillity of Irelanl; there are alio

‘other objects which, though comparatively wich

this, of inferior importance, are yet in them-
G felves
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felves highly material, and in 2 fecondary view,
well worthy of arttention.

I'have heard it afked, when I preffed the mea-
fare, what are the pofitive advantages that Ireland
is to derive from it? ‘To this very queftion I
prefume the confiderations which'1 have already
urged afford a fufficient anfwer. But, in fad,
the queftion itfelf is to be confidered in another
view ; and it will be found to bear fome refem-
blance to a queftion which has been repeatedly
put, by fome of the Gentlemen oppofite to me,
during the laft fix years.  What are the advanta-
ges which Great Britain has gained by the prefent
war with France?

To this, the ‘brilliant fuccefies of the Britifh
arms by fea and land, our unexampled naval
vitories over all our enemies, the folid acquifi-
tion of valuable territory, the general increafe of
our power, the progreflive extenfion of our come
merce, and 2 feries of events more glorious than
any that ever adorned the page of our hiftory,
afford at once an ample and a fatisfattory anfwer.
But there is another general anfwer which we

9 have
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have uniformly given, and which would alone be
fufficient : it 1s, that we did not enter into this
war for any purpofe of ambition; our object was
not to acquire, but to preferve ; and in this fcnfe,
what we have gained by the war is, in one word,
aLL that we fhould have loft without it : it is, the
prefervation of our Conftitution, our Indepen-
dence, our Honour, our Exiltence as a Nation.

In the fame manner I might anfwer the queftion
with refpe¢t to Ireland, I might enumerate the
general advantages which Ireland would dcrive
from the effects of the Arrangement to which I
have already rcferred, the Protection which f(he
will fecure to herfelt in the hour of danger. The
moft effeftual means of increaling her Commeice
and improving her Agriculture, the command of
Englith Capital, the infufion of Englilh Manners
and Englifh Induftry, neceflarily tending to ame-
liorate her Condition, to'accelerate the progrefs of
internal civilization, and to terminate thofe feuds
and diffentions which now diftract the Country,
and which. the does not poffefs, within herfelf, the
power either to controul or to extinguifh. She
would fee the avenue to Honours, to Diftinctions,

G a2 and
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and exalted Situations’ in the generil feat of Em-
pire, opened to all thofe whofe abilities and talents
enable them to indulge ari honourable and laudable
ambitibn} (71 588 9019 9 0rId anipe
3 My

But, Tihd'ep'em‘ie.nt of all thefe advanfages; "1
might alfo anfwer, that the queftion is not what
Ircland is to gain, but what fhe is to preferve:
not merely how the may beft improve her firua-
tion, but how fhe is to averta preffing and imme-
diate danger. In this view, what fhe gains is the
préfeivétion of all thofe 'b-leﬂ'ings ariﬁng from the
Britifh Conftitution, " and which are infepara“le
from her Connedion with Great Britain.  Thofe
Bleflings of which it ‘has long been - the aim of
France, in conjunétion ‘with domeftic traitors, to
deprive her, and on their ruins to eftablith (with
all its' attendant miferies and horrors) a Jacobin
Republic, founded on French Influence, and ex-

iiting only in fubferviency to France.

Such, Sir, would be the anfwer, if we dire&
our attention only to the queftion of general ad-
vantage. And here I fhould Be inclined to ftop;
but fince it has alfo been more "_par'ticula‘rly afked,

what
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what are the advantages which fhe is to gain, 1n
point of Commerce and Manufaétures, I am de-
firous of applying my anfwer more immediately
and diftinély to that part of the {ubje¢t: and, as
I know that the f[ateméent will carry more con-
viction with it, to thofe who make the inquirty,
if given in the words of the Right Honourable

Gentleman, to whom, and to whofe oplmons,l

have had more than one occafion to advertin the

courfe of this night, I will read you an extract
from his recorded icotiments on the fubjeét, in the
year 1785, on this fame memorable occafion of
the Commercial Propofitions. Speaking of a fo-
lid and unalterable Compa& betwcen the two
Countries, fpeaking exprefsly of the peculiar im-
portance of infuring the continuance of thofe
Commercial benefits; which fhe at that time held
only at the difcretion of this country, he fays—
s Thc exportasion of Irifh Produdts, to England,

««_amounts-to Two Millions and a Half annually ;
«« and the exportation of Britith Produéts, to Ire-

¢ land, ameunts to but One Million.”

He then proceeds to reafon upon the advan-
tageml}lch Ireland would uenve, under. fuch cir-

), o cumftances,
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cumftances, from guarding againft mutual prohi=
bitions ; and he accompanies the ftatement, which
I bave juft read, with this obfervation— '

- Ify indeed, the Adju'ment were to take
“ away the Benefit from Ireland, it would be 2
good caufe for rejeting it ; but; asit for ever
confirms ail the Advantages we derived from
“ our Linen Trade, and” binds England from
“ making any law that’ can' be njurious to it,
“ furely Gentlemen who regard that trade, and
“ whofe- foriunes and rents depend on its pf%ozrity,

€<

111
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will not entertain a moment’s doubt about embmcs'ﬂg
“ the offer.”

Such was the reafoning of the Irilh CHancEL-
LOR of the Excnn@m; which I confider to have
been perfeftly juft. With reference to his late
opinions, I do not think I can more forcibly reply,
to a perfon: who figns his name to Propofitions
which declare ‘that the ruin of the Linen Trade
of Ireland is likely to be ‘the confequence of an
Union, than by oppofing to him his own opinion,
D'fhall be able to ftrengthen the former opinion
of that Gentleman, by ftating, that the progrefs

that
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that has been made in Commercial advantages to
Ireland, fince 1785, has been fuch as to render his
argument flill more applicable. What is the na~
ture of that Commerce, explained by the fame
perfon in fo concife and forcible a manner, that
I am happy to ufe his own ftatement 2 He' does
not confine himfelf to the grofs amount, but gives
the articles in detail:~—

<« Britain,” he fays, ¢ imports annually from
« ys Two Million Five Hundred Thoufand
« Pounds of our prodults, all, or very nearly all,
« duty free, and covenants never to lay a dury on
¢« them. We import about a2 Milkon of her’s,
¢« and raife a Revenue on almoft every article of
¢« it, and referve the power of continuing that
« Revenue. She exports to us Sule for “our
¢« Fifheries and Provifions ; Hops, which we can-
¢« not grow ; Coals, which we cannot raife ; Tin;
«« whick we have not; and Bark, which we can-
“ not get elfewhere : and all thefe without referv-

« ing any ducy.”

I will not tire the patience of the Houfe, by
reading farther extra&s ; but the Right Honour-

able
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able Gentleman’s whole Speech, in like manner;
points “out- the ‘advantages of the -Comfercial
Propofitions. (:t that time under confideration) as

a:groandswork of 2 Compalt 'between: the two
7 Couatries; in. 1785, on Commercial'fubjects —
But how ftands the cafe dow? The trade is at
this time infinitely more advantageous to Ireland.
It will be proved, from the documents which I
hold in my hand, as far as relates to the mere
mteichahge of manufadures; thar ‘the manufac-
tures, exported to Ireland from Great Britain,
in 1797, very litde exceeded a Million fterling
(the atiicles of produce amount to nearly the fame
fum) while Great Britain, on the other hand, im-
ported from Ireland. to the amount of. near. Three
Millions in.the manufactured articles of Linen dnd
Linen Yarn, and between Two and Three Mil=
lions in Provifions and Cattle, befides Corn and

other articles of produce.

- In addition to thefe Articles, there are other
circumftances of advantage to Iteland.  Articles
which are effential to her trade and to her fubfif-
tence, or ferve as raw materials for her manufic-

tares, are {ent from hence free of duty. It is ex-

prefsly
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prefsly ftated on the fame authority, that all that

‘we take back from Ireland was liable to a Duty

in that Country on their exports; fo that in fome
inftances we gave them a preference over our-
felves. "

The increafling produce of the chiefarticle of their
manufadture, and four-fifths of her whole export
trade, are to be afcribed, not to that Independent
Legiflature, buty to the liberality of the Britifh Par-
liament. It is by the free admiffion of Linens for
our market, and the Bounties granted by the
Britith Parliament on its re-export, that the
Linen-Trade has been brought to the height at
which we now fee it. * To the Parliament of this
Country, then, it is now owing, that 2 Market
has been opened for ‘her Linen to the amount of
three millions. By the Bounty we give to Ircland,
we afford her a double market for that article, and
(what is ftill ‘more ftriking and important) we
have prevented a competition againtt her, atifing
from the fuperior cheapnefs of the Linen-Manu-
factures of the Continent, by fubjefting their im-
pougation to a Duty of thirty per cent. Nothing
would more clearly fhew what would be the danger

- to
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to Ireland from the Competition in all its princi-
pal branches of the Linen-Trade, than the ﬁmple
fact, that we even now import foreign Linens, un-
der this heavy duty, to an amount equal ‘to a
feventh part of all that Ireland is able to {end us,
with the preference that has been ftated. By this
arrangement alone, we muft therefore be confider-
ed, either as foregeing between feven and eight
hundred thoufand pounds per annum in revenue,
which we fhould colle& if we chofe to levy the
fame duty on all Linens, Irith as well as Foreign,
or on the other hand, as facrificing perhaps at
leaft a million fterling in the price paid for thofe
articles, by the fubjeés of this Country, which
might be faved,, if we allowed the importation of

all Linen, Foreign as well as Irifh, equally free
from Duty, :

The prefent meafure is, however, in its effets
calculated. not merely for a confirmation of the
advantages on which the perfon to whom I have
alluded. hos infifted. - It is obvious that a fuller
and more perfect Conne&ion of the two Countries,
from whatever caufe it may arife, muft produce
4 greater facility and freedom of commercial in-.

tercourfe,
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tercourfe, and ultimately tend to the advantage of
both. The benefits to be derived to either Coun-

try from fuch an arrangement mult indeed, in a

g:cat-mcafurc, be gradual; but they are not on

that account the lefs certain, and they cannot be

ftated in more forcible language than in that ufed

in the Speech to which I have referred.—
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« Gentlemen undervalue the reduction of Bri-
tith Duties on our Manufactures. - I agree with
them it may not operate foon, but we are 1o
look forward to a final fettlement, and it is im-~
pofiible but that in time, with as good climate,
equal natural powers, cheaper food, and fewer
taxes, we muft be able to fell to them. When
commercial jealoufy fhall be banifhed by final
fettlement, and Trade take its natural and {teady
courfe, the Kingdoms will ceafe to look to
rivalthip, each will make that fabrick which it
can do cheape(t, and buy from the other what
it canpot make fo advantageoufly. Labour
will be then truly employed to profit, not di-
verted,by Bounties, Jealoufics, or Legiflative
Interference, from its natural and beneficial
courfe. This fyftem will attain its real objeét,

3 33 ¢ con-
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confolidating the ftrength of the remaining parts
of the Empire, by encouraging the communi<
cations of their market among them(elves, with

preference to every part againft all ftran-
ol

L4

(44
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Tam at leaft, therefore, fecure from the defign
of appearing to deliver any partial or chimerical
opinion of my own, when I thus ftate, on the
authority of a perfon the beft informed, and who
then judged difpaffionately, both the infinite jm-
portance to Ireland of fecuring permanently the
great commercial advantages which fhe now holds
at the difcretion of Great Britain, and the addi-
tonal benefit which fhe would derive from any
feitlement which opened to her gradually a ftill
more free and complear commercisl intercourfe
with this Country, And while I ftate thus ftrongly
the commercial advantages to the fifter Kingdom,
Ihave no alarm left I fhould excite any fenti-
ment of jealoufy here. I know that the inhabi-
tants of Great Britain wifh well to the profperity
of Ireland ;—that, if the Kingdoms are really and
folidly united, they feel that to increafe the com-
raercial wealth of one Country is not to diminith

that
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that of the other, but to increafe the ftrength
and power of both. But to juftify that fenti-
ment, we muft be fatisfied that the wealth we
are pouring into the lap of Ireland is not every
day liable to be fnatched from us, and thrown
into the fcale of the enemy. If therefore Ireland
is to continue, as I truft it will for ever, an ef-
fential part of the integral ftrength of the Britith
Empire ; if her ftrength is ‘to be permanently
ours, and our ftrength to be hers, neither I, nor
any Englith minifter, can ever be deterred by the
fear of creating jealoufy in the hearts of Englifh-
men, from ftating the advantages of a clofer
Conneétion, or from giving any afliftance to the

Commercial Profperity of that Kingdom.

If ever indeed I fhould have the misfortune to
witnefs the melancholy'moment when fuch prin-
ciples muft be abandoned, when all hope of feeing
Ireland permanently and fecurely connelted with
this country fhall be at an end, I fhall at leaft have
the confolation of knowing, that it will not be
the want of temper or forbearance, of conciliation,
of kindnefs, or of full explanation on our parr,

S which
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which will have produced an event fo fatal to
Ireland, and fo dangerous to Great Britain. « If
ever the over-bearing power of prejudice and
paffion thall produce that fatal confequence, it
will too late be perceived and acknowledged,
that all the great commercial advantages which
Ireland at prefent enjoys, and which are con-
tinually increafing, are to be alcribed to the
liberal condu, the foftering care, of the Britifh
Empire, extended to the Sifter Kingdom as to a
part of ourfelves, and not (as has been fallacioufly
and vainly pretended) to any thing which has
been done or can be done by the independent

power of her own. feparate Legiflature,

I have thus, Sir, endeavoured to ftate to you
the reafons, why I think this Meafure advifable ;
why I wifh it to be propofed to the Parliament
of Ireland, with temper and fairnefs; and why
it appears to me, entitled at lealt to a calm and
difpaffionate difcuflion in that Kingdom. 1 am

aware, however, that objeCtions have been urged

~againft the Mealure, fome of which are undoubt-

edly plaufible, and have been but too fuccefsful

n
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in their influence on the Irith Parliament. Of
thefe objections I fhall now proceed, as concifely
as pofiible, to take fome notice.

The firft is, what I heard alluded to by the

Honourable Gentleman oppofite to me, when his
Majefty’s Meflage was brought down; namely—
That the Parliament of Ireland is incompetent
to entertain and difcufs the queftion, or rather,
to a& upon the Meafure propofed, without
having previoufly obtained the confent of the
People of Ireland, their Conftituents. But, Sir,
I am led to fuppofe from what the Honourable
Gentleman afterwards ftated, ~that he made
this objection, rather, by .way of deprecating
the difcuffion of the queftion, than as enter-
taining the fmalleft . doubt upon it himlclf.
—1If, however, the Honourable Gentleman, or
any other Gentleman on the other fide of the
Houfe, fhould ferioufly entertain a doubt on the
fubjec, I fhall be ready to difcufs it with him
- diftinétly, either this night or at any future oppor-
tunity. For the prefent I will afume, that no
man can deny the competency of the Parlia-
meng of Ircland (reprefenting as it does, in the

11 language
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language of our Conftitution, lawfully, fully, and
[freely, all the efates of the people of the realw’) to
make Laws to bind that Pcople, unlefs he is difpofed
to diftinguifh that Parliament from the Parliament
of Great Britain ; and, while he maintains the
- Independence of the Irifh Legiflature, yet denies to
it the Jawful and eflential powers.of Parliament.—
No man, who maintains the Parliament of Ireland
to be co-equal with our owny can deny its compe-
tency on this queftion, ‘unlefs he means to go the
length of denying, at the fame moment, the whole
of the authority of the Parliament of Great Bri-
tain — to fhake every principle of legiflation —
and to maintain, that all the A&s pafled, and every
thing done by Parliament, or fanttioned by 1ts
authority, however facred, however beneficial, is
neither more ‘nor lefs than an aét of ufurpation,
He mult not only deny the validity of the Union
between Scotland and England, but he muft deny
the authority of every one of the proceedings of
the limited Legiflature fince the Union ; nay, Sir,
he muft go {till farther, and deny the authority
wnder which we now it and deliberace here,.as a
Houle of Parliament. Of courfe, he muft deny

the validity of the adjuffment of 1782, and call

- In
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in queftion every meafure which he has himfelf
been the moft forward to have enforced. This point,
Sir, is of fo much importance, that I think I ought
not to fuffer the opportunity to pafs, without illu{-
trating more fully what I mean. If this principle of
the incompetency of Parliament to the decifion of
the Meafure be admitted, or if it be contended, that
Parliament has no legitimate authority to difcufs

“and decide upon it, you will be driven to the ne-

ceflity of recognizing a principle, the moft dan-
gerous that ever was adopted in any civilized
State. I mean the principle, that Parliament can-
not adopt any mealure new in its nature, and of
great importance, without appealing to the con-
ftituent and delegating autherity for directions. If
that doctrine be true, look to what an extent it will
carry you. If fuch an argument could be fet up
and maintained, you aéted without any legitimate
authority when you created the reprefentation of
the Principality of Wales, or of either of the
Counties Palatine of England. Every Law that
Parliament ever made, without that gppeal, either
as to its own Frame and Conftitution, as to the
qualification of the eletors or the eleéted, as to the

1 great
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great and fundamental point of the fucceflion to"

the Crown, was made without due authority, -

If we turn to Ireland itfelf, what do Gentlemen
think of the power of that Parli&mcnt; which,
without any frefh delegation from its Proteftant
conflituents, affociates to itfelf all’ the Catholic
electars, and thus deftroys a fondamental diftine-
tion on which it was formed ? - God forbid, that
I fhould object to or blame any of thefe Mea-
fures! Iam only ftating the extent to which the
principle (that Parliament has no authority to de-
cide upen the prefent Meafure) will lead ; and, if
it be ‘admitted in‘one cafe, it muft be admitted
in all. Wil any man fay, that (although a Pro-
teftant Parliament in Ireland, chofen éxcluﬁve]y
by Proteftant Conftituents, has by its own. inhe-
rent power, and without confulting thofe confti-
tuents, admitted arnd comprehended the Catholics
who were till then, in a&, a feparate community)
that Pagliament cannot affociate itfelf with anos
ther Proteftant community, reprefented by a Pro-
teftant Parliament, having one intereft with itfelf,

and fimilar in its Laws, its Conflitution, and its

Eftablifhed
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Eftablithed Religion?® What muft be faid by
thofe who have at any time béen friends to any
plan of Parliamentary Reform, and particularly
fuch as have been moft recently brought forward,
cither in Great Britain or Ireland ? What-
ever may have been thought of the proprie-
ty of the Meafure, I never heard any doubt
of the competency of Parliament to confider and
difcufs it:  Yet I defy any man to maintain the
principle of thofe plans, without contending that,
as a Member of Parliament, he poileffes a right
to corcur in disfranchifing thofe who fent him to
Parliament, and to fele¢t others, by whom he
was not ele&ted, in their ftead. I am fure
that no fufficient diftin&tion, in point of princi-
ple, can be fuccefsfully maintained for a fingle

moment ; nor fhonldl deem it neceffary to dwell

" on this point, in the manner I do, were I not

convinced that it is connected in part with all
thofe falfe ‘and dangerous notions on the fub-
jeét of Government which have lately become
too prevalent in -the world. It may, in fact, be
traced to- that grofs perverfion of the principles
of all political fociety, which refts on the fuppo-
ficion that there exifts continually in every Go-

I 2 . vernment
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vernment a Sovereignty in abeyance (as it were)
on the part of the People, ready to be called forth
on every occafion, ot rather, on every pretence
when it may fuit the purpofes of the party or
faction who are the advocates of this do@rine to
fuppofe an occafion for its exertion. It is in thefe
falfe principles that are containedthe feeds of all
the mifery, defolation, and ruin, which in the
prefent day have {pread themfelves over {o largf:
a proportion of the habitable Globe.

Thefe principles, Sir, are, at length, fo well knows
and underftood in their practical effes, that they
ean no longer hope for one enlightened or intelli-
gent advocate, when they appear in their true
colours.  Yet, with all the horror we all feel, in
common with the reft of the World, at the effe@
of them, with all the confirmed and increaﬁng
love and veneration which we feel towards the
Conttitution of our Country, founded as it is,
both in Theory and Experience, on principles di-
reély the reverfe ; yet, there are ‘too many
among us, who, while they abhor and reje& fuch
opinions, when prefented to them in their naked
deformity, fuffer them in a more difguifed fhape

11 to
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to be gradually infufed into their minds, and in4
fenfibly to inﬂuEncc and bias their_fentiments and
arguments on the greateft and moft important
difcuilions. This concealed poifon is now more
to be dreaded than any open attempt to fupport
fuch principles by argument or to enforee them
by arms. No fociety, whatever be its particular
form, can long fubfift, if this principle 1s once
admitted. In every Government, there mutit refide
fomewhere a fupreme, abfolute, and unlimited au-
thority. This is equally true of every lawful Mo~
narchy—of every Ariltocracy—of every pure De-
mocracy (if indeed fuch a form of ‘Government
ever has exifted, or ever canexift)——and of thofe
mixed Conftitutions formed and compounded from
the others, which we are jultly inclined to prefer
to any of them. In all thefe Governments, in-
deed alike, that power may by poffibility be abu-
fed, but whether the abufe is fuch as to juftify
and call for the interference of the people col-
letively, ory more properly fpeaking, of any por-
tion of it, muft always be an extreme cafc and a
queftion of the greateft and moft perilous ref-
ponfibility, not in Law only, but in Confcience
and in Duty, to all thofe who either act upon it

themfelves,
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themfelves, or perfuade others to do fo. But no
provifion for fuch a cafe ever has been or.can
be made before-hand; it forms no chapter in
any known code of laws, it can find no piace in
any fyftem of human jurifprudéncc. But, above
all, if fuch a principle can make noipart of any
eftablifhed Conftitution, not even of ithofe where
the Government is fo framed 4§ to’be moft hable
to the abufe of its powers, it will be prepofterous
indeed to fuppofe that it can be admitted in one
where thofe powers are fo diftributed and balan-
ced as to furnifh the beft fecurity againft the pro-
bability of fuch an abufe,. Shall that principle be
fanctioned as a meceflary part of the beft Govern-
ment, which cannot: be admitted té exift even
as a check wpon the worft! Pregnant as it is
with danger.and confufion, fhall it be received
and eftablifhed in proportion as every reafon which
can ever make it neceflary to recur to it is not likely
o exift? Yet, Sir, I know not how it 15, that,
in proportion as we are lefs likely to have occafion
for {o defperate a remedy, in proportion as a
Government js fo framed as to provide within
itfelf the beft guard and control on the exercife
of every branch of authority, to furnifh the means

of
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of preventing or correting every abufe of power,
and to fecure, by its own natural operation, a
due attention to the intereft and feelings of every
part of the community, in that very proportion
perfons have been found perverfc enough to Ima-
gine, that fuch a Con{htutlon admits and recog-
nizes, as a part of it, that which is inconfiftent
with the nature of any Government, and, above

éli, inapplicable to our own.

Fhave faid more,Sir, uponthis fubje& thanI {hould
have thought necefary, if I had notfelt that thisfalfe
and dan gerousmockeryof theSoveréignty of the People
is in truth one of the chief elements of Jacobin-
ifin, one of the favourite impoftures to miflead

the underftanding, and te flatter and inflame the
paffions of the maf§ of mankind, who have not
the opportunity of examining and expofing it,
and that as fuch ‘on every occafion, and in every
thape in which it appears, 1t ought to be com-
bated and refifted by every friend to civ il order,
and to the peace and happinefs of mankind.

Sir, the next and not the leatt prevalent ob-
je&ion, 1s one which is contained in words which

are-an appeal to a natural and laudable, but what
I muft
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I muft call-an erroneous and miftaken fenfe of
national pﬂdf;. It is an appeal to the generous
and noblc paffions of a nation eaf; ly inflamed un-
der any fuppofcd attack upon its honour, 1 mean
the attempt to reprefent the qeuftion of a Union
by compa& between the Parliaments of the two
Kingdoms as a queftion mvolvmg the Inde-
pcndancc of Ircland.——It has been faid, that no
compenfation could be madc to any country for
the furrender of its National Independance.  Sir,
on this, as well as on every part of the queftion,
I am defirous Gentlemen fhould come clofely to
the point, that they fhould fift it to the bottom,
and afcertain upon what grounds and principles
their opinion really refts. Do they mean to
maintain that in any humiliating, in any degrading
fenfe of the word which can be afted upon practi-
cally as a rule, and which ean lead to any ufeful
conclufion, that at any time when the Govern-
ment of ‘any two feparate Countries unite in
forming “ene more extenfive empire, that the in-
dividuals who compofed either of the former nar-
row focicties are afterwards lefs members of an
independant country, or to any valuable and ufeful
~purpele lefs poffeffed of political freedom or
civil
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civil happinefs thin they were before. It muft
be obvious to every Gentleman ‘who will look
at the fubje, in tracing the hiftory of all the
countries, the molt proud of their prefent exe
ifting independance, of all the nations ia Eutope;
there is not one that could exift in the f{tate in
which it now {lands, if that principle had been
adted upon by our forefathers; and Europe muft

* have remained to this hour in a ftate of ignorance

and barbari{m, from the pgri}etui warfare of
independent and petty (ates. In _the inftance of
our own Country, it would be a fuperflusus walte
of time to enumerate the feps by which all ics
pares were formed ingo one Kingdom ; but will
any man in general afiere, that in all the different
Uaions which have formed the principal {tates of
Europe, their iahabitants have become les free,
that they have had lefs of which to be proud, lefs
fcope for their own exertions, than they had in
their former fitwation, If this dorine is.to be
gencrally smagintained, what becomces of the fitu-
arion'atthis hour of any one county of England,
or of.any one .county of Irciand, now united un-
derthe independant Parliament of that Kingdom-?

lf it be puthed to its full extent, it i«s obyieufly

dncompatible with all civil fociety.  As the former
K principle
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principle of the fovereignty of the people ftrikes
at the foundation of all governments, {o this is
equally hoftile to all political confederacy, and
mankind muft be driven back to what is called
the ftate of nature,

But while I combat this general andabftract prin-
ciple, which would operate as an objection to every
union between feparate ftates, on'the ground of the
facrifice ofindependance, do I mean to contend that
there is in no cafe juft groundfor fich a ftatement?
Far from it : it may become, on many occaflions, the
firft duty of -a free and generous people.  If there
exifls a country which contains within itfelf the
means of military proteétion, the naval force ne-
ceflary for its defence, which furnithes objeéts of
induftry fufficient for the fubfiftence of its inhabi-
tants, and pecuniary refources adequate to main-
taining, with dignity, the rank which it has at-
tained among the nations of the world ; if, above
all, it enjoys the bleflings of internal content and
tranquillity, and poffefles a diftin& conflitution of
its own; the defeéts of which, if any, it is within
ifelf capable of correcting, and if that conftitu-
tion be equal, if not fuperior, to that of any
other in the world, or (which is nearly the fame

’thing)
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thing) if thofe who live under it believe it to be,
{0, and fondly cherilh that opinion, I can indeed
well underftand that fuch a country muft be jea=:
lous of -any meafure, which, even by its own con=
fent, under the authority of its own lawful gos

vernment, is to affociate it as a part of a lurger and

more extenfive empire. -

But, Sir, if, on the other hand, it fhould

‘happen that there be a country which, againft the

greateft of all dangers that threaten its peace
and fecurity, has not adequate means of pro-
te&ing itfelf without the aid of another nation;
if that other be a neighbouring and kindred na-
tion, fpeaking the fame Ianguage,‘ whofe laws;
whofe cuftoms, and habits are the fame in ptin-
ciple, but carried to 4 greater degree of perfec-
tion, with a more extenfive commerce, and more
abundant means of acquiring and diffuling na-
tional wcqlth ; the ftabihty of whofe government—
the excellence of whofe conftitution—is more than
ever the admiration and envy of Europe, and of
which the very Country of which we are fpeak-
ing can only boaft an inadequate and imperfect

rcfémblancc-;—undcr fuch circumitances, 1 would

~ afk, what condu& would be prefcribed by every

: K 2 rational
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rational principle of ciig'nitju of honour, or of in-
tereft? T would afk, whethér this is not a fuith-
ful defeription of the circumflances which’ ovght
to difpofe Ircland to a Union? Whether Great
Britain is ‘not precifely "thé nation 'with which,
on thefe principles, a Country, fituated as Ireland
is, would defire to unite ? -Doesia Union, under
fuch circumflances, by free confent, and on juft
and equal terms, deferve to be branded as a pro-
pofal for fubjetting  Ireland to-a foreign yoke 2
Is it not rather the free: and veluntary affociation
of twa great Countries;s which  join, “for their
common benefit, in oné: Empire; whére each
will retain its propertional 'weight and importance,
under the fecurityuof equal 'laws, reciprocal af-
fection, and infeparable intedefts, and which want
nothing but that indifloluble Connetion ta ren-
der both invineible.

Non ego nec Teucris Italos parere jubebo
Nec nova regna peto ; paribus fe legibus'amba
Invilte gentes xzterna in fadera mittant,

Siry I have nearly flated all that is neceffary
“for me to trouble the Houfe with ; there are,
however, one or two other objections which 1
with not entirely to pafs over: One of them is; a

general
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géneral potion that a Union with Great Britain
peuft necefarily increafe one of the great cvils of
Ireland, by producing depopiiation in many prts
of the Country, and by increafing greatly the
pumber of abfentees. T do not mean to deny
¢hat this' éffe would, to’ a limited extent, take
place during a- part of the year; but I think ir
will not be difficule for me to prove, that -this
sircumftance will be more than counterbalanced

by the operation of the fyftem in other refpetts.

If it be true that this meafure has an inevitable
tendency to admir the introduction of that Bri-

tifh  Capital which is moft likely to give life ta

all the operations ofCommerce, and to all toe
jraprovemients of Agriculture ; if it be that which
above all other confiderations is moft likely. to
give fecurity, quict, and internal repole. to re-
land ;- if it is likely to remove the chief bar.to
the internal.advancement of wedlth and of civili-
zation, by amore intimate intercourfe with Eng-
land ; if it is more likely to communicate from
hence thofe habics which diftinguifh this Country,
and which, by a continucd gradation, unite the
hig-héﬁ and the lowelt orders of the COMINURLLY
without a chafin in any part of the fyftem ; if it

is
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is not_only likely to invite (as I havc already.
faid) Englith Capital to fct Commerce in motion,
but to offer it the ufe of new markets, to open
freth reﬁ)urccs of wezelth and induftry ; *can
wealth, can induftry, can civilization ; increale
among the whole bulk of the people without its
much more than counterbalanging the partial
effet of the removal 6f the few i.ndivi_duais tho,
for a fmall part of the year, would follow the
icat of Legiflation 2 Will it be fuppofcd. that the
mere abfence of Parliament from Dublin, 1if it
would ftill remain the centre of Education and of
the internal commerce of a country increafing in
improvement; if it would ftill remain- the feat of
legal difcuffion, which muft alwzys increafe with an
increafe of property and occupation, what ground
is there to jfuppofe, with a view eveh to the inte-
refts of thofe whofe partial intcrefls have been moft
fuccefsfully appealed to ; what reafon is theré to
fuppofe that, with a view either to the refpectable

Body of the Bar; to the Merchant, or Shopkeeper
of Dublin (if it were poffible to fuppofc that a

tranfe@tion of this fort cught to be referred to that

{ingle criterion) that tley would not find their

- proportionate fhare of advantage in the general

advantage
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advantage of the State 2 Let it be remembered,

~alfo, that if the transfer of the Seat of Legifla-

ture may call from Ireland to England the Mem-
bers of the United Parliament, yet, after the
Union, property, influence and confideration in
Ireland will lead, as much as in Great Britain, to
all the objeéts of imperial ambition; and there
muft, confequently, exiit a new incitémént to
perfons to acquire property in that Country, and
to thofe who poﬂ'c['s it, to refide there and to cul-
tivate the good opinion of thofe with whom they
live, and to extend and improve their influence

and conneétions.

But, Sir, I need not dwéll longer on argument,
however it may fatisfy my own mind, becaufe we
can on this queftion refer to experience. I {ee every
Gentleman -anticipates that I allude to Scotland.
What has been the refult of the Union there?
A Union, give'me leave to fay, as much oppo-
fed, and by much the fame arguments, prejudi-
ces, and mifconceptions, as are urged, at this
moment,. creating too the fame alarms, and pro-
voking the fame outrages, as have lately taken

plau':; in Dublin, Look at the metropolis of
| Scotland :
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Seotland : the population of Edinburgh has been
more than doubled fince the Union, and a new -
city added to the old.  But we may be told, that
Edinburgh has engrofied all the commesce of that
country, and has tho'e advantages which Dublin
cannot expelt.  Yet while Edinburgh, deprived
of its Parliament, but retaining, ‘25/Dublin would
retain, its Courts of Juftice; contdnuing, as
Dublin would continue, therefort of thofe whole
circumftances would not permit them to wvifit a
diftant metropolis ; continuing, as Dublin would
continue, the feat of national education, while
Edinburgh has baffled all the preditions of that
period, what has been the fituation of Glafgow ?
The population of Glafgow, fince the Union, has
increafed in the pmportion of between five and
fix to one : look at its progrefs in manufatures;
lock at its general advantages, and tell me what ‘
ground there is, judging by experience in aid of
theory, for thofe gloomy apprehenfions which
have been fo induftrioufly excited.

‘There remains, Sir, another general line of
argument, which I have already aaticipated, and
1 hopeanfwered, that the commercial privi_légcs

9 now



[ 731
now enjoyed by Ireland, and to which it owes fo
much of its profperity, would be lefs fecure than
at prefent. I have given an anfwer to that already,
by ftating that they are falfely imputed to the in-
dependence of the Irith Parliament, for that they are
in faét owing to the exercife of the voluntary dif-
cretion of the Britith Parliament, unbound by
compaé&, prompted only by its natural difpofition
to confider the interefts of Ireland the fame as its

| own; and if that has been done while Ireland is

only united to us in the imperfect and precarious
manner in which it is, while it has a feparate Par-
liament, notwithftanding the commercial jealoufies
of our own manufactures ; if under thefe circum-
ftances we have done fo, 'if we have done fo with
no other conne&ion than that which now fubfifts,
and while Ireland hé:@. no fhare in our reprefenta-
tion ; what frefh gro’und can there be for app’re-
henfion, when fhe will have her proportionate
weight in the. Lemﬂature, and will be united with
us as clofely as Lancafhire or York{hlrc, or any

other county in Great Britain.

Sir, I have ﬁ:en it under the fame authonty to

| Much I am forry fo often to advert, that the

X "Linen
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Linen Trade would be injured, and that thers
will be no fecurity for its retainirg its prefent
advantages. I have already ftated to you (and with
that very authority in my favour) that thofe. ad.
vantages are at prefent precarious, and that their
fecurity can only arife from Compaét with Great
Britain. Such a Compad, this Meafure would
eftablih in the moft folemn manner; but be:
Gides this, Sir, the natural policy-of this Coun-
try, not merely its experienced liberality, but the
identity of Interefts after a Union, would offer a

fecurity wosth a thoufand Compacts.

Sir, the only other general topic of obje@ion
is (that upon which great pains have been taken
to raife an alarm in Ireland) the idea that the
main principle of the Meafure was 1o fubject
Ireland to a lead of Dbt and an increai of
Taxes, and to expofe her to the confequences of

ail ouraalleged difficulties and fuppofed neceffities.

_Siryd hope the zeal, the fpirit, and the liberal
and enlarged policy, of this Country, has given
ample proof that it is not- from a pecuniary
motive that we feck an Union, If it is not

127 defirable
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defirable on the grounds I have ftated, it cannot
be recommended for the mere purpofe of Tax-
ation; but to quiet any jealoufly on this fabject,
here again let us look to Scotland: is there
any inftance where, with 45 Members on her
part and §13 on ours, that that part. of
the United Kingdom has paid more than its
proportion to the general burthens ?—1Is it
then, Sir, any ground of apprehenfion, that we
are likely to tax Ireland more heavily when fhe:
becomes affociated with ourfelves?—To tax in
its due proportion the whole of the Empire, to:
the utter exclufion of the: idea of the predomi-
nence of one part of fociety over another, is the
great chara&eriftic of Britifh Finance, as Equality

of Laws is of the Britufh Conftitution.

But, Sir, in addition to this, if we come to the
details'of this propofition, it is in our power to
fix, for any number of years which fhall be
thought fit, the proportion by which the Contri-
bution of Ireland, to the expences of the State,
fhall be regulated ; that thefe proportions fhall not
be fuch as would make a contribution greater than
the neceffary amount of its own prefent neceflary

L2 expences
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expeénces as a feparate Kingdom ; and, even after
“that limited period, the proportion of the whole
contribution, from time to time, might be made’
to depend’ on the comparative produce, in each
Kingdom, of fuch -general taxes ‘as might be
thought to afford the beft criterion of their re-
fpettive wealth. Or, what I fhould- hope would
be found practicable, the fyftem of internal tax-
ation in each county might gradually be fo equal-
1zed and affimilated, on the leading articles, as
to make all rules of fpecific proportion unnecef-
fary, and to fecure, that Ireland fhall never be

taxed but in proportion as we tax ourfelves.

The application of ‘thefe principles, however,
will form matter of future difcuffion; I mention
them ealy as ftrongly thewing, from the mifrepre-
fentation which has taken place on this part of
the fubject, how incumbent it is upon the Houfe
to receive thefe propolitions, and to adopt, after
due deliberation, fuch refolutions as may record
to Ireland the terms upon which we are ready to
meet her. And, in the mean time, let us wait,
not without impatience, but without diffatisfa@ion,
for that moment, when the effe@ of reafon and

‘ difcuffion
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difcuffion may reconcile the ‘minds of men, in that
Kingdom, to a Meafure which I am fure will be
found as neceffary for their peace and happinefs,
as it will be conducive to the general fecurity
and advantage of the Britifh Empire.

Sir, it remains to be my duty to lay thefe Refo-
lutions before the Houfe, withing that the more

detailed difcuffion of them may be referved to a

future day.

RESOLUTIONS.

FIRST.

That in order to promote and fecure the effential Interefts
of Great Britain and Ireland, and to confolidate the
- Strength, Power, and Refources of the Britith Empire,

it will be advifeable to concur in fuch meafures as may beft
tend to unite the two Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ire-
land into one Kingdom, in fuch manner, and on fuch Terms
and Conditions as may be eftablifhed by Aétsof the refpec-
tive Parliaments of His Majefty’s faid Kingdoms.

q SECOND.

That it ,appbars to this Committee that it would be fit to
propofe as the firft Article to ferve as a Bafis of the faid
Union, that the faid Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ire-

land fhall, upon a day to be agreed upon, be united into one
Kingdom, by the name of the UniTeD Kincpom OF
GRrREAT BriTaIN AND IRELAND.

THIRDN.
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. THIRD.

"That for the fame purpofe it appears alfo to this Committce,
that it would be fit to propofe that the Succeffion to fi‘"
Monarchy and the Imperial Crown of the faid United
Kingdoms, fhall continue limited and fettled, 1in the fame
manner as the Imperial Crown of the faid Kingdoms of
Great Britain and Ireland now ftands limited and fettled,
according to the exifting Laws, and to the Terms of the
Union between England and Scotland.

FOURTH.

That for the fame purpofe it appears alfo to this Committee,
that it would be fit to propofe that the faid United King-.
dom be reprefented in one and the fame Parliament, to be
ftiled the Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland, and that fuch a number of Lords Spi-
ritual and Temporal, and fuch a number of Members of the
Houfe of Commons as fhall be hereafter agreed upon by
A&s of the refpeétive Parliaments as aforefaid, fhall fit and
vote in the faid Parliament on the part of Ireland, and fhall
be fummoned, chofen and returned, in fuch manner as fhall
be fixed by an A& of the Parliament of Ireland previous to
the faid Union;_and that every Member hereafter to fit
and vote in the faid Parliament of the United Kingdom
fhall, until the faid Parliament fhall otherwife provide, take
and fubfcribe the fame Qaths, and make the fame Declara-
tions as are by Law required to be taken, fubfcribed and

made by the Members of the Parliaments of Great Britain
and Ireland. 2

FIFTH,

That for the fame.pﬁrpofe it appears alfo to this Committee,
that it would be fit to propofe that the Churches of
England and Ireland, and the Doétrine, Worfhip, Difci-

pline, and Government thereof, fhall be preferved as now
by Law Eftablifhed,

§IXTH,
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A SIXTH.

‘That for the fame purpofe it appears alfo to this Committee,

that it woald be fit to propofe that His Majefty’s Subjects
in Ireland fhall at all times hereafter be entitled to the
fame privileges, and be on the fame footing in refpe& of
Trade and Navigation, in all Ports and Places belonging to
Great Britain, and in all cafes with refpect to which Trea-
ties thall be made by His Majefty, his Heirs or Succeflors,
with any Foreigh Power, as His Majefty’s Subjeéts in Great
Britain; that no Duty fhall be impofed on the Import or
Export between Great Britain and [reland of any Articles
now Duty free; and that on other Articles there thall be
eitablifhed, for a time to be limited, fuch a moderate rate
of equal Dauties as fhall, previous to the Union, be agreed
upon and approved by the refpe&tive Parliaments, fubject,
after the expiration of fuch limited time, to be diminithed
equally with refpect to both Kingdoms, but in no cafe to
be encreafed; that all Articles which mayat any time here-
after be imported into Great Britain from Woreign Parts,
fhall be importable through either Kingdom into the
other, fubje& to the like Duties and Regulations as if the
fame were imported diretly from Foreign Parts; that
where any Articles, the growth, produce, or manufatture
of either Kingdom, are fubjett to any internal Duty in
one Kingdom, fuch countervailing Duties (over and above
any Duties on import to be fixed as aforefaid) fhall be
impofed as fhall be neceflary to prevent any inequality ih
that refpet: and that all other matters of Trade and
Commerce other than the foregoing, and than fuch others
as may before the Union be fpecially agreed upon for the
due encouragement of the Agriculture and Manufattures
of the refpetive Kingdoms, fhall remain to be regulated
from time to time by the United Parliament.

SEVENTH.
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SEVENTH.

That for the like purpofe it would be fit to propofe, that
the charge arifing from the payment of the Intereft or Sink-
ing Fund for the reduétion of the Principal of the Debt
incurred in either Kingdom before the Union, fhall con-
tinue to be feparately defrayed by Great Britain and Ire-
land refpectively. That for a number of Years to be
limited, the future ordinary expences of the UxiTeD
Kingpowm, in Peace or War, fhall be defrayed by Great
Britain and Ireland jointly, according to fuch proportions
as fhall be cftablithed by the refpetive Parliaments pre-
vious to the Union; and that after the expiration of the
time to be fo limited, the proportion fhall not be liable
to be varied, except according to fuch rates and prin-
ciples as fhall be in like manner agreed upon previous to
the Union.

EIGHTH.

That for the like purpofe it would be fit to propofe, that
all Laws in force at the time of the Union, and that all
the Courts of Civil or Ecclefiaftical ]urifd}&ion within the
refpective Kingdoms, fhall remain as now by Law efta-
blithed within the fame, fubje@ only to fuch alterations or
regulations from time to time as circumfances may ap-

pear to the Parliament of the UniTep Kincpom to
require.

That 'the foregoing ‘Resorurroxs be laid before His
Majelty with an humble ApbprEss, afluring His Majefty
that we have proceeded with the utmoft attention to the
confideration of the important obje&s recommended to us
in His Majefty’s Gracious Messacx.

That we entertain a firm perfuafion that 2 comMPLETE AND
INTIRE Unrion between” Great Britain and Ireland,
founced on equal and liberal Principles, on the fimilarity

of
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of Laws, Conftitution and Government, and on a fenfe of
mutual [nterefts and Aff:&ions, by promoting the Security,
Wealth, and Commerce of the refpe&ive Kingdoms, and

by allaying the diftractions which have unhappily prevailed

in Ireland, muft afford frefh means of oppofing at all times
an effe@ual refiffance to the deftrutive Projels of our

Foreign and Domeftic Enemies, and muft tend to coafirm
and augment the Stability, Power, and Refources of the

Empire.

Impreffed with thefe confiderations, we feel it our duty hum-
bly to lay before His Majefty fuch Propofitions as appear to
us beft calculated to form the Bafis of fuch a fettlement,
leaving it to His Majelty’s wifdom, at fach time and in
fuch manner as His Majefty, in his Parental Solicitude for
the happine(s of his People, fhall judge fit, to communicate
thefe Propofitions to His Parliament of Ireland, with whom
we fhall be at all times ready toseoncur in all fuch Meafures
as may be found moft conducive to the accomplifhment of
this great and falutary Worki And we troit that, after
full and mature confideration, fuch a Settlement may be
framed and eftablithed, bythe deliberative Confent of the

" Parliaments of both. Kingdoms, as may be conformable
to the Sentiments, Wilhes, and real Interefts of His
Majelty’s faithful Subje&s of Great Britain and Ireland,
and may unite them infeparably in the full enjoyment of
the bleflings of our free and invaluable Conftitution, n
the fupport of the Honour and Dignity of His Majefty’s
Crown, a.pd‘"'irg the prefervation and advancement of the

Welfare/and Rrofperity of the whole Britith Empire.” .

‘1
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'APPENDIX.

The following Meffage was prefented in the Houfe
of Commens by Mr. Fox, Secretary of State,
on the gth of April, 1782.

Grorce R.

His Majefty being concerned to find that dif-
contents and jealoufies are prevailing among his
loyal Subjeés in Ireland, upon matters of great
weight and importance, earneflly recommends to
tiis Houfe, to take the 1ame into their moft ferious
confideration, in order to fuch a Final Adjuft-
ment as may give mutual fatisfaction to both

Kingdoms.
<y

18 May,
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1# May, 1782.
Mr. Secretary Fox prefented to the Houfe, by
His Majefty’s command,

Copy of the Meflage to the Houfes of Lords
and Commons in Ireland, from His Grace the
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, delivered the 1o6th
April, 1782: And alfo,

- Copy of a Refolution of the Houfe of Lords in
Ireland, Mercurii, 17° die Aprilis, 1782: And
alfo,

| Copy of a Refolution of the Houfe of Commons

in Ireland, Martis, 16° die Aprilis, 1782.

And the Titles of the faid Copies were read.

The faid Copies are as followeth; viz.

Copy of the Meffage to the Houfes of Iords and
Commons in Ireland, from His Grace the Lord

Lieutenant, delivered the 16tb Apiil, 1782.

PorTLAND,
I have it in command from His Majefly, to
inform this Houfe, that His Majelty being con-
M e concerned
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concerned to find that difcontents and jealoufies
are prevailing among his loyal Subjets of this
Country, upot marters of great weight and“im-
portance, His Majefty recommends to this Foufe
to take the fame into their mol ferious cenfide-
ration, in order to fuch a Final ‘Adjuftment as
may give mutual fatisfaction to hiss Kingdoms of
Great Britain and Ireland. |
.5

— N

Cepy of a Refolution of the Houfe of Lords in
' Ireland, Mercuriiy '17° die Aprilis, 1782.

ResoLvep, By, the Lords Spiritual and Tem-
poral in Pailiament affembled Nemine diffentiente,
That an humble Addrefs be prefenred to His Ma-
jefty, to return him our thanks for the moft gra-
cions Mefiage fent to this Houfe by His Majefty’s
command, through the medium of His Grace
the Lord Lieutenant, and to afiure him of our

‘moft unfhaken loyaity and attachment to His
Majefty’s perfon and government, and of the
lively fenfe we entertain of his paternal care of
his people of Ireland, in thus enquiring into the

9 difcontents
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difcontents and jealoufies that fubfit amengf
them, in order to fuch Final Adjuftment as miy
give mutual fatisfaction to his Kingdoms of Great
Britain and Ireland.

That, thus encouraged by His Royal Interpo-
fition, we fhall beg leave, with all duty an i affec-

tion, to lay before His Majefty the caufe of fuch

difcontents and jealoufies.

To reprefent to His Majeity, That his fubjects
of Ireland are entitled to a free coniliturion ;
that the Imperial Crown of Ireland is infeparably
annexed to the Crown of Great Britain, on which
Conne&ion the happinefs of both nations effential -
ly depends; butthat the Kingdom of Ireland is a
diftin& dominion, having a Parliament of her own,

the fole Legi(lature therecf.

That theré is no power whatfoever competent to
make laws to bind this nation, except the King,
Lords, and Commons, of Ireland ; upon which
exclufive Right of Legiflation we confider the very

effenceé of our liberties to depend,' a Right which

“we claim as the Birth-right of the People of Ire-

¢
o land,
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land, and which we are determined, in every ﬁtua-,
tion of life, to aflert and maintain,

To reprefent to His Ma'elty, That we have
feen with concern certain claims, both of leg fla-
ture and judicature, afferted by the Parliament
of Great Britain, inan A& pafled in Great Britain
in the fixch yéar of George the Fitft, inticuled
“ An A& for the better fecuring the Depen-
¢ dency of Ire.and upon the Crown of Great

* Britain ;

That we conceive the faid A&, and the powers
thereby claimed, to be the great and principal
caufes of the difcontents and Jealoufies that fub-
fift in this Kingdom:

To affure His Majefty, That this Houfe cope
fiders it as a matter of conflizutional right and
protettion, ¢hir all Bills which become Law fhould
receive the approbation of His Mzjefiy, under the
Seal of Great Britain; but we confider the prac-
tice.of fupprefling our Bills in the Couacil of
Ireland, or aliering them any where, to be a mat-

ter which calls for redrefs -
16



F %

“T'o reprefent to His Majefty, That an At in-
tituled “ An A& for the better Accommodation
« of His Majefly’s Forces,” being unlimited in
duration, but which, from the particular circom-

ftances of the tines, pafled into a law, has been
the caufe of much jealoufy and difcontent in this

Kingdom:

That we have thought it our duty to lay be-
fore His Majefty thefe, the principal caufes of the
difcontents and jealoufies {ubfifting in this King-

dom:

That we have the greateft reliance on His
Majetty’s wifdom, the moft fanguine expectations
from his virtuous choice of a Chief Governor, and

the greateft confidence in the wife and conftitu-

tional Council His Majefty has adopted :

That we have, moreover, a high fenfe and
veneration for the Britith Character, and do
therefore conceive, that the proceccings of this
country, founded as they are in right, and fup-
ported by conflitutional liberty, muft have excited

the approbation and efleem of the Britifh nation:
| That
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That we are the more confirmed in this hope,
inafmuch as the people of this Kingdom: have
never expreffed a defire to fhare the freedom of
Great Britain, without at the fame time declaring
their Cetermination to fhare her fate, ftanding or
falling with the Britith nation.

Parliament.

Wm. Watts~Gaycr} Clas,
Edw, Gayer

L

Copy of “a Refolntion of the Houfe of Commons
in Ireland, Martis, 16° die Aprilis, 1782,

. Resorvep, That.an humble Adlrefs be pre-
fented to His Majefty, to return His Majeily
the thanks of this“Houfe for his moft gracious
meflage to this Houfe, fignified by his Grace the
Lord Licutenant. To affure His Majelty of our
unfhaken actachment to His Majefty’s Perfon and
Government, and of our lively fenf: of his Pa-
ternal Carc, in thus taking the lead to adminiiler
content to His Majefty’s {fubjefts of Ircland 5 tnat
thus encouraged by his royal interpofition, we
fhall beg leave, with all duty and afedtion, to
_lajf before His Majefty the caufes of our dilcon-

tents
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tentsand jealoufies: To affure His Majelty, that
his fubjeéts of Ireland are a free People ; that they
Crown of Treland is an:Imperial Crown, infcpa-
rably annexed to the Crown’of Great Britain, on’
which. Conné&ion' the interefts and happincfs of
both Nations ~fentially ‘depend ; but that the
kingdom.of Ircland is' a diltint'Kingdom, with
a Parlisment of her, own,. the fole Legiflaturc

thereof ; that there is no-bedy of imen competent

to make Laws to-bind /this-nation, except the
King, Lords, and Commans of Ireland, nor any
other -Parliament ‘which hath any authority or
power ‘of ‘any fort whatfoevercinthis country, fave
only the Parliament of Iréland : To aflure His
Majefty, that - we humblyiconceive, rthat in this
Right the very Effence of -our Libertics exift; a
Right whicl we, on the part of all the People of
Ireland, do claim. as their Birth-right, and which
we cannot’ yield but with our lives: To affure
His Majeftyythar we have feen with concern cer-
tain Claifng advanced by the Pardiament of Great
Britaingria an  a®, intituled, © An Aét for the
« better fecuring the Dependency of Ireland ;"
anwadt containing ‘matter entirely irreconcileable
to the fundamental Rights of this Nation; that

N | we
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we confider this a&, and the claims it advances,
te be the great and principle caufe of the difcon.,
tents and jealoufies in this Kingdom : To affure
His Majefty, that His Majefty’s Commons of
Ireland do moft fincerely with, that all Bills which
become Law in Ireland thould receive the appro-
bation of His Majefty, uader the Seal of Great
Britain; but that yet we do confider the Practice
of fupprefling our Bills in the Council of Ireland,

or altering the fame any where, to be another
juft caufe of difcontent and-jealoufy: To affure

His Majefty, that an Adt, intituled, « An A&
““ for the better Accommodation of His Majefty’s
“:Forces,” being unlimitted in duration, and
defective . in. other inftances (but paffed in
that fhape from the (particular circumftances. of
the times) is another juft caufe of difcontent and
jealoufy in this Kingdom: That we have fub-
mitted thefe, the principal caufes of the prefent
difcontent and jealoufy in Ireland, and remain in
humble expectation of redrefs; that we have the
greateflt reliance on His Majefty’s wifdom, the
moft fanguine expectations from his virtuous
choice of a Chief Governor, and great confidence
in the wife, aufpicious, and conftitutional councils

11 which
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which we fee with fatisfaction His Majefty has
adopted ; that we have moreover a high fenfe and
veneration for the Britith character, and do there-
fore conceive, that the proceedings of . this coun-
try, founded as they are in right, and tempered
by duty, muft have excited the approbation and
efteem, inftead of wounding the prxdc, of the
Britith Nation; and we beg leave to affure His
Majefty, that we are the more confirmed in this
hope, in as much as the people of this Kingdom
have never exprefled a defire to fhare the free-
dom of England, without declaring a determina-
tion to fhare her fate likewife, ftanding and fall-
ing with the Britifh nation.

Twuo. BrLis, Cler. Parl. Dom, Gom.

Orperep, That the faid Copies do lie upon
the Table, to be perufed by the Members of the

Houle,

17¢h May, 1792.

ResoLyep, That this Houfe will, immediately,

refolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole
N 2 Houfe,
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Houfe, to take into confideration His Majefty™s
moft-gracious Meffage, of the gth Day .of Aprii
lat, relative to the State of Ireland. . o, %

Orperep, That the feveral - Papers which
were prefented to the Houfe, by Mri Secretary

Fox, upon the 1t Day of this m&ant May, be
referred to the faid Committee,

Then the Houfe refolved itfcIf into thc ﬁud |
Committee,

Mr. Speaker lefr the Chair. -

Mr, Powys took the Chair of the Committee,
- Mr. Speakerirefumed che Chair.

Mr. Powys reported from the Committee,
That thcy had come to feveral Refolutions ;
which thf:} had directed him to- report, when

the Houfe will pleafe to receive -the fame.

O=DpE RED, Tl
cewed,

at the Report be now re-

Mr.,
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- Mr, Powys accordingly reported, fiom the
{aid Committee, the Refolutions which the Coms=
mittee had dire&ted him t6 report to the Houfe,
which he read in his place, and afterwards de-
livered in 'at the Clerk’s table; where the fame
were read; and ‘are as follows: viz. '

ResoLvep, That it is the Opinion of this
Committee, That an A&, made in- the fixth
year of the reign of his late Majefty King George
the Firft, intituled, ¢ An A& for the better
¢ fecuring the Dependency of the Kingdom of
¢ Ireland uwpon the Crown of Great Britain,”

ought to be repealed.

ResoLvep, ‘That it is the Opinion of this Com-
mittee, That it is indifpenfible to -the interefls
and happinefs of both Kingdoms, that the Con-
neftion between them fhould be e¢ftablithed, by
mutual-confent; pon a folid and permancnt Bafis,

The: faidsRefolutions, being feverally read a
fecond time, were, upon the Queftion feverally
put thereupon, agreed to by the Houfe, Nemini
Gomtradicensi.

ORDERED.
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Orperep, That Jeave be given to bringina
Bill for repealing an A¢t made in the fixth year of
the reign of his late Majefty, King George 'the
Firft, intituled « An A& for the better fecuring
s the Dependency of the Kingdom of. Ireland
« upon the Crown of Great Britain;'? and that
Mr. Secretary Fox, Mr. Thomas I_’itt, M. Powys,
and Lord John Cavendifh, do prepare and bring
in the fame.

RrsoLvep, That an humble Addrefs be pre-
fented to His Majefty, That His Majefty will be
oracioufly pleafed to take fuch meafures as His
Majefty in His Royal Wifdom fhall think moft
conducive to the eftablifhing, by mutual confent,
the Connection between this Kingdom and the
Kingdom of Ireland upon a folid and permanent
bafis.

OrperED, That the faid Addrefs be prefented
to His Majefty, by fuch Members of this Houfe
as are of His Majefty’s moft honourable Privy
Council,

22d Muay,
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22d May, 1782,

Mr. Secretary Fox reported to the Houfe, That
His Majefty had been attended with the Addrefs
of this Houfe, of Friday laft, which His Majefty
had been pleafed to receive very gracioufly ; and
that His Majefty had commanded him to acquaint
this Houfe, that he will immediately take fuch
meafures as may be moft likely to conduce to the
eftablitbhment of a Connecion between this King-
dom and the Kingdom of Ireland upon a folid and

permanent balfis,
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