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SPECULATIONS,  &c

»  Q

September 26, 1797»

T h e r e  m ud be more than common apathy 
in that temper, which the prefent condition o f  
Ireland does not ftimulateto a&ivity. T o  me the 
crifis feems to prefent fomewhat o f  an awful and 
irrefiftible call o f  duty, upon the man o f  influ­
ence to employ his credit— upon the man o f  re­
flection to interpole with remonftrance— upon 
every man in his refpe&ive fphere, to afiift in re- 
floring harmony to this diltrafted country. It is 
a duty, melancholy indeed, but neceffary to chaf- 
tife infatuated men who difturb the harmony of 
the tfate ; but the objefts o f  puniihment are our 
fellow-citizens, whom it is not lefsa duty to warn 
againft delufion. W hen perfons o f  confideration 
promote the defigns ot that coalition o f  vice and 
folly, which has tor fome time undermined the 
happinefs of the Nation— the danger to the poli­
tical morals oi the people becomes more alarm­
ing, and I feel the fummons more urgent. Let 
that people, in fome places milled, but generally 
honeft and well-intentioned, hear the language o f  
imfophiftieated common fenle, let them be calmly 
led to a fair underftanding of  their rights, which 
faction mifreprefents ; and o f  their political and 
commercial interefts, which it tramples on or 
defpifcs. Under this imprefiion, and with this
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apology, I offer the fentiments of  a difpaflionate 
mind: the reafoning, upon which, a fpcftator, 
not an actor in political tranfa&ions, I formed 
my own opinions ; remote from the paflions of 
party ; from the influence of expectation, and of 
feelings, from which few a&ive adherents are ex­
empt, but none lefs than thofe, of whom the 
profpe&s are reverfionary.— The Enemy menaces 
invafion ; and although arms or négociation may 
avert that evil, we have every ground to appre­
hend his further endeavours to diüraétus. Pro­
bably to hazard an open attack may not be confid­
ent with his prudence ; but he will rejoice in 
diflfentions which occupy Great Britain ; he will 
rejoice to fee Ireland engaged with conftitution- 
mongers, whilft he draws out o f  her hands the 
monopoly of the Linen Trade, which we derived 
from the early events of the war, and re-eftablifhes 
his own ruined fabrics in Britany and Flanders. 
France, i f  fhe can, will  protraft the period of  
that delirium, by  which fhe profits. A t  home 
a number of difcontented perfons, fome reillefs 
b y  temper and habit, others perverted by the ma­
lignant aifiduity of their fellow-citizens, unam- 
biguoufly menace revolution. The remnant of 
a party, once refpe&able, difplays its readinefs to 
pioneer for either mifchief. Defperate and de- 
fponding, they court the confederacy of  a body 
o f  men, who often have reviled and flill defpife 
them. In the public calamity, they confider 
alone the means it affords of  haraifing adminiftra- 
tion, or the opportunity to fupplant it. T o  wrhat 
other motives can any man attribute that valedic­
tory manifefto publiihed by Mr. Grattan, on be­
half of himfelf and his colleagues, the oppofition 
party in the late Parliament. Thefe gentlemen 
mull have formed a mean idea of  the inveftigating 
fpirit of Ireland, i f  they expect, that their arro-
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gant preteniions, and often tatious difplay o f  merits 
ihall not provoke animadverfion.

W h en I am to blame the excefles, into which 
this knot o f  gentlemen have been betrayed, I am 
far from imputing to them as a crime, the mere 
matter o f  oppofing government. In a free ftate 
men may differ; they neceffarily muft differ, about 
the enjoyment of civil liberty, about the ma­
nagement o f  the commonwealth : Even their per- 
fonal confideration, although a concern o f  lefs mo­
ment, may be permitted to enter into their dif- 
fcnfions. I would pardon ordinary foibles to the 
partizan, provided the operation o f  them lecures 
difcuflion, in my humble apprehenfion, the moil 
effential advantage in popular inftitutions ; men, 
who have the management o f  public affairs, muft 
in publicity and enquiry feel acontroul, although 
they may not dread the majority o f  their judges. >. 
A  good miniiter will not ilirink from this tribu- 
nal.—-It is the theatre of his glory. N o  exertion 
o f  private vigilance can fo effeilually prevent the 
lapie into indolence, or correil the errors infepa- 
rable from extenfive occupation. I neither ad- 
mire M i. Grattan s paper-projeils of government, 
nor that moie lubilantial part of his fyflem, 
which points to the block and axe, as the foie 
contioul and corre£live. N o ;  let us rather take 
advantages where they can be found, as they grow 
out of human nature ; than rely on the rcfburee 
of pumfhment, which, when it is mod deferved, 
will  moll eafily be eluded.

Lut political men ailing in thefe combinations, 
aie no more than other c it izens  exempt from 
the laws o f  moderation and decorum. Circum- 
lcribed b y  thefe limits, party combinations are 
allowable, they are fometimcs ufeful : they prove 
the reality o f  that liberty of which they affeft to 
queilion the exiilence. For who would make
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this appeál to public opinion, unlefs in that pub 
lie he faw a tribunal free, and competent to judge^ 
and powerful to make its decifion refpefted 
Take them at the worft, partial difcontents are’ 
to civil liberty, that inconvenience, W'ith which 
Providence qualifies all its bîeiïings : The inse­
parable thorn that, in defiance of art, fprings 
fpontaneouily with the rofe. Let our liberty 
arife under the fame form, let her bear the fame 
lineaments, let her even exiil with the fame im- 
perfe&ions to which other free nations have fub- 
mitted. The conformity of  refemblanee will at-
teft the lineáge.

Before I take up the political opinions deli­
vered by Mr. G r a t t a n  in the name of the 
party of  which he appears the leader, I ihall en­
deavour concifely to appreciate their claim to the 
favour of their country. Th ey  challenge no 
lefs prerogative than to guide the public mind 
of Ireland, as moil deferving to be followed 
from integrity and wifdom. I f  they are to be 
driven from this ground, it muil be at the hazard 
of  offering reflections, which can only be excuf- 
ed, even to the writer’s own feelings, b y  the ne- 
ceifity of refuting an haughty- claim, fo prejudi­
cial to the intereft of the country. On this juf- 
tification of a public duty more imprcflive than 
any private feelings, I ihall proceed with calm-
nefs and refpeétfully.

Few, who poffefs fuch an ample power of do­
ing mifchief, are fo little competent, as the per­
lons who compofe this fa£lion, to improve the ad­
vantages they find, or to correót the evils they  ̂
have occafioned. There arc among them men of 
talents, but no flatefman. The reafon i's, that 
the greater part having found full occupation in 
the labour of profeliion, had no leifure ro acquire
political information, and no opportunity to
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gain experience : and that gentleman, who early 
withdrew from profeifional purfuits, has chofen 
to cultivate his fancy, rather than his under- 
ftanding. He feems to have formed himfelf upon 
fome ancient models o f  mere verbal declamation ; 
when he brings his diicourfe to a point at which 
his audience ought to expcit fomewhat o f  clofe 
reafoning, he flies off in a fky-rocket, “  periih 
the empire, live the conftitution.”  J his anfwer- 
ed very well, when the foie end and purpofe oi 
all political exertion in Ireland was to bear down 
the legiilative fupremacy o f  Great Britain. Mr. 
G r a t t a n  fitted himfelf out at that period for 
political adventure, and whether the limited fa­
culty of his mind did not admit a fécond idea ; 
or that having attained his acme in reputation, 
he neglected the exercifes that were calculated 
to improve him, he has never iince fpoken, 
nor does he feem to have thought, upon any 
fubjeót but the influence o f  Great Britain. Hcncc 
has he ceafed to be an ufeful legiflator. W e  
want a ftatefman to improve our energies, to ex­
tend the refources of  the country, to encourage 
manufacturing fkill, to open ufeful channels for 
commercial enterprize. T h e  animating eloquence 
of this gentleman feems to me rather to have 
given us a contrary direction, to have thrown 
us into difficult and injudicious fpeculations in 
commerce, and vilionary projects o f  conftitution. 
Againft every concefiion o f  minifters he has at 
hand a freih fupply of grievances, which being 
leparatcly produced, feem more deligned to dif- 
fufe difcontent, than to benefit the country, and 
afford little profpeót o f  a fettled government, 
whilft he interferes in politics.

------- U n o  a y i i l f o ,  n o n  d e f i c i t  a l t e r ,
------- Er f im i l i  f r o n d e f c i t  v i r g a  m é t a l l o .
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Some members of this party are dexterous in 
debate; others fplendid in declamation: In ge­
neral complaint, and unfubilantiated accufation, 
all are admirable; but they are ever unargumen- 
tative ; they give general affertions without end. 
In vain would you feek among them for compre- 
henfive views or folidity in reafoning ; never did 
they difplay a iingle quality beneficial to the 
public;  never from their political difcourfes was 
the hearer’s mind enriched with a fingle idea. 
Flippant volubility o f  language, the powers of 
imagination, eloquence too, for it is among their 
attributes, v may circulate difcontent. Mankind 
is but too prone to that reillefs humour, and 
moil difpofed to it under the moil free govern­
ment; but widely do the powers, to compofe an 
agitated public mind, differ from the qualifica­
tions to diilurb it. Far from the author of  this 
effay is the difpoiition to rail improvidently. I 
deliver my opinion under a candid conviólion 
that I am fairly defcribing the weight and refpeól 
duetto their counfels. In the Houfe of Commons, 
thefe gentlemen were permitted by  men of fupe- 
rior minds to domineer, from indolence, from 
apathy, perhaps fometimes from jealoufy, or the 
want of combination, or the court quarrels of 
the friends of  government. Out of  parliament, 
the public was amufed and captivated. Perhaps 
if is the wreak iide of the Irifh to be dazzled b y  
biilliancy, and to yield to what is fpecious. If 
Providence defigncd to vifit a Hate with calamity, 
it would permit that perfons with fuch natural and 
acquired endowments, as thofe I have defcribed, 
iliould by a few years of  oppoiition unfettle the 
confidence of the people, the great bails o f  au­
th ority ,  and then, amidil public agitation, that 
they ih ou Id affume the reins of government-
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Thefe gentlemen will  not refufe to be tried b y  
the example o f  a political body, to which they 
were long attached ; “  the weather-beaten r e ­
mains” o f  which, i f  they do not adhere to, they 
certainly imitate in its moft unwarrantable pro­
ceedings. W h en  the Fox, or the Portland party, 
in England, were put out o f  office on the buiinefs 
o f  India, their temper was put to the teft of no 
inconfiderable provocation ; yet, backed by  a 
majority in parliament, they refufed, b y  with­
holding the fupplies, to endanger the peace and 
honor o f  the kingdom : they afted as men, who, 
in the warmth o f  feeling, did not iorget their 
duties. W h ere  was Mr. Grattan’s fenfe o f  o b l i­
gation in a fimilar predicament ?— W h e re  his pa- 
triotifm ?— W here his pious wiih to fpare his 
country many horrid fcenes fhe has witneiled, 
many calamities ihe has felt, and others, which 
without his,vigilance fhe has averted ? In his two 
exhibitions in print, the one immediately after 
Lord Fitzwilliam’s recall ; the other, this on which 
we animadvert ; he difplayed his fuppofed grie­
vances, as worthy to be vindicated b y  the extreme 
vengeance o f  an indignant people. He ilept fo 
long over thefe very political queilions, that I 
cannot imagine his fober fenfe of  their value di- 
refted the heightened colouring he bellowed upon 
them. I do not aifert that he propofed to the peo­
ple to avenge his quarrel b y  arms ; but i f  they 
had the folly to fly to that excefs, there was not, 
mixed with his violent counfels, a whifper of 
forbearance to rcprefs them.

Mark how a man who pafled the greater por­
tion of his life in the pra&ice of  oppofing go­
vernment, defines the excefs I criminate. cc T o  
oppofe things which are not blame-worthy, or 
which are o f  no material confequence to the na­
tional intcrcft, with fuch violence as may dif-
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order the harmony of government, is certainly 
faction.3' Lord Bolinbroke obferved this rule o f  
patriotic decency, in combating his perfecutor, 
Sir Robert Walpole, and what has occurred to 
place the Irifh oppofition above a iimilar fenfe of 
propriety ? 1  his is not the place to enter into the 
lll-tieatment, this party alledge to have received 
in the recall of Earl Fitzwilliam. But granting, 
for argument, that they were ju il ly  exafperated, 
what is the apology for goading the country into 
that aggregate of  all mifchiefs, political intem­
perance ? Refentment ; ftale and long rankling, 
apd long brooded over refentment : That which 
would aggravate the felon’s crime, and deprive 
the fuffering murderer of  compaffion ; and this 
excufe is to attone for every fault ! and to advance 
thefe gentlemen to the rank o f  patriots ! W e ll  
did the pirate reply to Alexander : I am led to 
death becaufe I rob in a iingle veffel ; you who 
plunder at the head of  an army, are an hero.

I ha'.e extended my preliminary obicrvations to 
fome length* in order to embrace the political 
merits of the party and the leader. Thefe pre­
tensions are fo much diffufed through Mr. Grat­
tan s addrefs, fo often and fo oilentatioully insi­
nuated, that I preferred to place the fubject un­
der a fingle point o f  view, and clofe the account 
with his hints, his bcafts, and his allufions. Let 
thele gentlemen withdraw from the fervice o f  the
fíate. Perhaps they imagine that in politics, as 
in love,

 ̂ Silence denotes more woe 

T han  words, tho ’ ne’er To witty.

T he  b e g g a r  who is dumb, v q u  know ,
Delerveb a double pitv.

i.e. them try what dumb ihew may effcit ; 
the) have played off in vain their political ileighir,
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( 9 )
and monkey tricks. T h e y  over-rate their capaci­
ty to govern, and the opinion which univerfally 
prevails on the l'ubje6t o f  that capacity, when 
they expeâ: that the longing eyes o f  Ireland w ill  
ever torn to their retreat, or that her patriotic 
voice will fummon them to relinquifh it. I 
hold in view, whilft I exprefs this fentiment, even 
the ruinous and improbable events which our 
fanguine reformers never ceafe to look to, as the 
end and objeft o f  their labour. Mr. Grattan and 
his friends will have the plaudits o f  the ftaunch 
republicans, whilft they endeavour to embarrafs 
government. T h e  earlier revolutionifts are too 
fubtle not to perceive, that eloquent men, to 
whom the public willingly liften, and who are 
not fcrupulous as to what they tell it, may b y  
diffufing fpeculations and difcontents, difpofe 
the people to receive their own doéïrines. Thefe 
perfons will encourage fuch ufeful precurfors o f  
their million ; but, when the affiftance becomes 
unneceilary, they will  not hefitate to ihew them 
the propriety o f  yielding to political mailers, 
“  the latches of whofe ihoes they would be found 
unworthy to unloofe.”

W hen Mr. Grattan, in the year 1782, ailed as 
the minifter of the Irilh people, and both the 
original tie o f  duty, and the recent obligation 
conferred on him by his country, Ihould have 
concurred in inducing him to exercife that func­
tion with accurate fidelity, he could not be ig ­
norant in what manner the government o f  Ireland 
was like to be conduftcd. He ought at once to 
have produced his conftitutional budget, and fuf- 
fercd the people to fit down to their induftry. He 
muft have been aware at that time, (for every 
novice in politics knew the fa£t) that no minifter 
could pretend to manage the concerns o f  a Rate, 
unlefs a majority o f  the legiflative bodv concur­
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red in the general propriety of  his meafures. He 
muft have been aware too, that i f  his conftitution 
o f  82 added any thing to the importance of the 
Iriih Parliament, the co-operation of  a majority 
became more effential to the minifter. Still no 
propofal was made b y  him to diminiih the in­
fluence of  the crown ; nor did he appear anxi­
ous to infufe a greater portion o f  popular fpirit 
into the Houfe of  Commons. He therefore either 
trifles with his country now, or he did fo on the 
former occaiion. Either he exaggerates the in­
convenience o f  our parliamentary conftitution 
at prefent, b y  reprefenting it as a mifchief that 
cries for vengeance and corre&ion ; or he exte­
nuated it then, when he acquiefced in it as a 
good inftitution, or at the utmoft, as only ble- 
mifhed with venial imperfe&ions. W hen the 
confidence of  the crown was withdrawn from him- 
felf, Mr. Grattan’s perception grew inftantane- 
oufly more acute, and he difcovered excefs and 
mifapplication in the influence of  the Sovereign; 
— he produced a fécond proje£t of conftitution ; 
not his prefent indifpenfable effentials, reform 
and emancipation ; but what the party denomi­
nated the internal reform of the Houfe of  Com ­
mons. Iriih Liberty was not yet made to coniift 
in the exclufion of  the K ing ’s confidential minif- 
ters, from any concern in the affairs of this mem­
ber of the empire. No ; the cant of  the party was 
to aifimilare the Iriih to the Englifh conftitu­
tion. Grant, faid they, this reafonable boon, and 
a found and falutary government will neceffarily 
be (he confequence. The means to attain an end 
fo aefirable were fpecifically dated.— Thefe were 
to limit the penfion lift, to exclude penfioners 
from Parliament, to regulate and reftjift the ad- 
miflion of  placemen into that aflembly, and to 
eftablifti a refponfibility in certain officers for
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the ifïue of  public money. Here again the poli­
tical integrity of Mr. Grattan and his party fails; 
either he was on that occaiion below the mark o f  
reafonable regulation, or he is far beyond that 
point at prefent. The fervants o f  the crown uot- 
bid him in the article o f  conceflions. Befrde ac­
ceding to the internal reform propofed by  Mr. 
Grattan’s friends, they extended the privileges o f  
the Catholics beyond what that people had ever 
propofed*. T h e y  eafed the poorer orders o f  the 
hearth-tax : they gave up for the benefit o f  the

public,

*  I  q u o t e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p af lages  f r o m  r e f o l u t i o n s  o f  t h e  
g e n e r a l  c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c s ,  d a t e d  4 t h  F e b .  1 7 9 2 ,  
E d w a r d  B y r n e ,  E f q ;  in t h e  c h a i r ,  f ig n e d  R i c h a r d  M ‘ C o r -  
m i c k ,  f e c r e t a r y .  T l i e f e  r e f o l u t i o n s  a r e  p re f ix e d  t o  a n  ad-  
dr efs  f r o m  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o m m i t t e e ,  p u b l i f l i e d  b v  P  B y r n e ,  
1 7 9 2 .

R e f o l v e d ,  T h a t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  has  b e e n  i n f o r m e d ,  t h a t  
r e p o r t s  h a v e  b e e n  c i r c u l a t e d ,  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  C a ­
t h o l i c s  f o r  r e l i e f ,  e x t e n d s  t o  t o t a l  a n d  u n l i m i t e d  e m a n c i p a -  
t i o n .  » 1

“  T h a t  t h e r e f o r e  w e  d e e m  it necef i 'arv  t o  d e c l a r e ,  t h a t  t h e  
w h o l e  o f  o u r  la t e  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  w h e t h e r  t o  h is  M a j e f t y ’s m i n i -  
i te r s ,  o r  t o  m e n  in p o w e r ,  o r  to  p r i v a t e  m e m b e r s  o f  the  l e g i f -  
l a t i i r e ,  n e i t h e r  di d  n o r  d o e s  c o n t a i n  a n y  t h i n g ,  o r  e x t e n d  
f u i t h e r  e i t h e r  in  l u b f t a u c e  o r  in p r i n c i p l e  t h a n  t h e  f o u r  f o l ­
l o w i n g  ob je c ts  :

i f t .  A d m i i l i o n  t o  t h e  p r o f e f f i o n  a n d  p r a & i c e  o f  t h e  l a w .
2d.  C a p a c i t y  to  f e r v e  o n  c o u n t y  m a g i f l r a c i e s .
3d. A  r i g h t  t o  be f u m m o n e d  a n d  to  f e r v e  o n  g r a n d  a n d  

p e t t y  J u r i e s .  b

4 t h .  J h e  r i g h t  o f  v o t i n g  in  c o u n t i e s  o n l y  f o r  P r o t e f t a n t  
m e m b e r s  o f  p a r l i a m e n t  ; i n  f u c h  a  m a n n e r ,  h o w e v e r ,  as 
t h a t  a R o m a n  C a t h o l i c  f r e e h o l d e r  f h o u l d  n o t  v o t e ,  u n l e l s  
h e  e i t h e r  r e n t e d  a n d  c u l t i v a t e d  a  f a r m  o f  t w e n  t v  p o u n d s  

*n a d d i t i o n  to his f o r t y  i h i l l i n g  f r e e h o l d ,  o r  e l l e  
poi iet led a f r e e h o l d  t o  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  tw enty pounds a ven r.

I  d o  n o t  c i t e  t h e f e  partages b y  w a y  o f  b i n d i n g  the C a t h o ­
l i cs  t o  t h i s  d e c l a r a t i o n  ; o n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  I  t h i n k  the p o i n t s  
011 w h i c h  t h e y  e x p l a i n e d  t h e m f e l v e s  v e r y  i n j u d i c i o u f l y  ïele<ft- 
ec , b i n  t h e  a b o v e  d e c l a r a t i o n  w a s  m a d e  in 1 7 0 2 .  i n  1 7 0 ^  
M r .  H o b a r t  b r o u g h t  in a b i l l ,  b y  w h i c h  all  t h e  a b o v e  privi­
leges  were  c o n f e r r e d  u p o n  t h e  C a t h o l i c s ,  a n d  in a d d i t i o n ,
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public, that part o f  the hereditary revenue which 
his Majeity held, as a kind of  private property, 
b y  a tenure ftri&ly legal, but, according to mo- / 
dern principles of government, unconftitutional. 
On Mr. Grattan’s other cardinal merit, the eman­
cipation, as he chufes to call it, o f  the Catho­
lics, every man’s recolle&ion will fupply re­
marks nearly analogous. Mr. Grattan had on 
fome occafions, delivered in obfcure hints and 
oracular ambiguities, fo much of his fentiments 
as fufficed to prove, that he had made up his 
mind upon this queftion, and that he confidered 
the political intereils of Ireland to be crufhed 
beneath the depreflion of the Catholics. Mr. 
George Ponfonby had not yet feen the vifion 
which produced his miraculous converlion, chang­
ing him, like Saul, from a perfecutor to an 
apollle. I am not entering here into a difcuiTion 
o f  what path the flate ought to purfue, or ought 
heretofore to have purfued in the matter of the 
Catholics. I propofe merely to relate an hifto- 
rical fa£t, and to deduce from thence an obvious 
inference. That perfon who profeil'ed himfelf 
to be the man of the people, and who was bound 
b y  his fituadon to devote himfelf with peculiar 
afiiduity to the public welfare, difcerned a fet 
o f  regulations which, whilft they preffed with

peculiar

t h e  f r a n c h i f e  o f  v o t i n g  at e l e i t i o n s  wa s g i v e n  t o  t h e m  w i t h ­
o u t  reft r ictton,  a nd  t h e y  w e r e  m a d e  c a p a b l e  to  ho ld  c i v i l  
of fices w i t h  f e w  e x c e p t i o n s .  In  1 7 9 5  and g 6 ,  P a r l i a m e n t  
g a » e  2 i , o o o l .  to f o u n d  a c o l i e g e  f o r  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  the  
C a t h o l i c  c l e r g y .  I n  1 7 9 7  M r .  G r a t t a n  a n d  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  
f u b o r d i n a t e  a g i t a t o r s ,  h j v e  the  m o d e f t y  a nd  c a n d o r  to  i n -  
f t r u f t  t h a t  p e o p l e ,  t h a t  t h e  f e w  f u b f i f t i n g  r e f t r i & i o n s  c o n -  
f t i t u t e  a bu r d en  f o  in t o le r a b le ,  as to j u ftify the  m o d  o u t r a ­
g e o u s  d i f c o u t e n t .  A n d  tha t  inftead o f  t r y i n g  the  e f fe f ts  o f  
t i m e ,  t e m p e r , , a n d  n é g o c i a t i o n ,  t h e y  f l i ou ld  fc e k  to  r e d r e f s  
t h e i r  i n c o n v e n i e n c e  b y  f u b v e r t i n g  the  c o n t t i t u t i o n ,  a n d  l e t ­
t i n g  in the m i f c h ie f s  o f  d e m o c r a c y .

( 12 )
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peculiar grievance on a particular defcription 
o f  his fellow-citizens, were detrimental to the 
caufe of  liberty, and weakened the effects o f  
public fpirit through the entire community. 
Such muft have been the decided opinion of Mr. 
Grattan, when about fifteen years ago he deliver­
ed that celebrated apophthegm, “  the Irifh Pro- 
teftant can never be irec until the Catholic ceafes 
to be a ilave yet he then made no effort as a 
member of Parliament to relieve the Catholics, 
he publifhed not any addrefs, out o f  Parliament, 
to chccr their hopes, or to difpel the prejudices 
entertained againlt them. His anlwer will pro­
bably be, that the time was not fit for the ex­
periment. I reply, that Mr. G. might have cre­
ated the occafion ; for lefs men than Mr. G . cre­
ated it. I reply, that i f  this was the intereft o f  
Ireland, or i f  he thought it to be fuch, he ought 
to have created the occafion, and ailed in the 
grievance o f  millions, with the hazardous zeal 
he now afltefts to feel for the inconvenience of  
hundreds. But in this, as in his other a d s 3 he 
confulted not the welfare o f  Ireland, but o f  
his party. There is on record a charge againit 
him by that part o f  the Catholics, whom he 
denominates the moil £c popular and energetic,”  
b y  which he is rcprefented, in the year 1792, 
to have been unwilling to prefent their petition 
to parliament*. N ow the difference, in the Hate 
o f  the Catholics, is worth noting, between that

former

“  T h e  C a t h o l i c s  o f  I r e l a n d ,  c o n f t i t u t i n g  at  t h e  l o w e d  
44 t h r e e - f o u r t h s  o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  k i n g d o m ,  had n o t  
4C i u f t i c ie n t  i n f l u e n c e  t o  i n d u c e  any one m e m b e r  o f  P a r l i a -  
44 m c n t  to  b r i n ?  in t h e i r  pet  n i o n s . ” —  See vin d ica tion  o f  the  
cou/t of the C a th olics , ordere i to be publijkrd by the g en era l com- 
rrtftee, at a inciting h eld  D ectm ber "Jth, 1 7 9 2 . — Sig n ed  E d iv a t d  

Chairm an, R ich a rd  A l'C o r m u k y Secretary. F a^ es  1 ar.d 
f/iinted by 11. F itzp a ti ick.

f
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former period when Mr. Grattan was a fupine 
fpeflator of  their grievance, and this prefent time 
that he is at fo much pains to prove it oppreifive 
and intolerable. T h ey  were then barely per­
mitted to purchafe land, but excluded from every 
political franchife, from every office, from every 
profeffion. They are incapable at prefent to fit 
in either houfe o f  parliament, or to hold any 
o f  about thirty great offices o f  date. T h ey  are 
free to engage in every profeffion ; and with 
thefe enumerated exceptions, are capable of every 
franchife and promotion enjoyed b y  their fellow- 
citizens. The fyftem of  popery laws to which 
Mr. Grattan was indifferent, affe&ed every man 
of  the millions who compofe the Catholic body ; 
the reftri&ions, he fo warmly refents, may affect 
about one hundred individuals at the utmoft. 
A  college is now maintained by government for 
their clergy, who then were fcattered round 
Europe in fearch of education. Yet  this ftate o f  
things is called “  profcription,”  by the man who 
never meddled in redrefs until the meafure was 
forced upon him; by the party, of whom the 
major number oppofed the great and ferious 
emancipation of  the Catholics, whilft their op- 
pofiticn was of  any moment to retard it*. And 
this “  profcription,”  as they term it, is to juf- 
tifv “  the deep-rooted and efiabliihed difcontent 
and jealoufy,”  which they find to exift, I pre­
fume, among the noify and turbulent, and mif- 
chievous men, whom by a fort of eledlive at­
traction in their own character, they feledt for

their

I  ne ed n o t  r e m i n d  m y  r e a d e r ,  tha t  t h e  g e n t ’ e m e n  in 
the  P o n f o n b y  i n t e r e f t ,  i p o k e  a nd  vo te d  a g a i n f t  the  C a t h o l i c s  
un t i l  1793? anG  ̂ t h e n  o n l y  c h a n g e d ,  on the a d m i n i f t r a t i o n  
d e c l a r i n g  i i f d f  in f a v o u r  o f  that  p e o p l e .  In the  p u r f u i t  o f  
p o p u l a r i t y ,  t h e v  f o u n d  it i n c o n v e n i e n t  to  be left  b e h i n d  o n  
a  p o p u l a r  q u e f t i o n .



their political confederates. For ihame, Mr. 
Grattan, to prcient yourfelf  eternally mourning 
over the tomb o f  a departed difcontent, or dref- 
ling up a fi&itious grievance for popular dclufion.

Vixque tenet lacrymas, quia nil lacrymabile cernit.

In general dcfign and objefts, the councils 
o f  Ireland muft neceliarily coincide with thofc 
o f  the fame fovereign in the other member o f  
the Britilh confederacy. T h e  combination o f  
the countries would otherwife be a fcheme, 
not o f  mutual affiftance, but o f  debility. Free­
dom does not, in the mind o f  any rational man, 
conlitl in eternal fquabbles with our rulers. It is 
only the pundlilious vanity o f  a mean charafter, 
that catches at enchroachment, or difrefpeft 
among the ordinary unmeaning offices o f  life, 
and thinks independence languiihes, when it is 
not arrogantly difplaycd or captioufly aflerted. 
This  doftrine of  national concurrence, (the influ­
ence of  Great Britain Mr. Grattan now chufes to 
call it), cannot be novel to that gentleman. N o  
man ever reduccd it to praftice on a more exten- 
five fcale than he did when minifter, although at 
prcfent out o f  power, and likely to continue fo, 
his imagination peoples it with hobgoblins. I do 
think, that the temper o f  thefe times is likely to 
lead us, in the intercourfe with Great Britain, ra­
ther to an extreme ofjealoufy than ofacquiefcence. 
I think of  the evils, that the lefs dangerous and 
the more eafily repaired is the latier ; and per­
haps Mr. Grattan may be o f  the fame opinion ; 
for to that tide, when he was in power, was the 
inclination of  his errors. He chufes at this day 
to confound the influence of  the crown in mat- 
tcis oi internal police, with the commercial 
bickcnngs which neceil'arily muft ariie between

the
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the trading interefts of Great Britain and Ireland, 
and from the circumftance of his Majefty’s reii- 
dence in the fifter country, to call the law of the 
land a foreign yoke— to call a£ts of Parliament to 
prevent pillage, a fubmiifion to foreign influence; 
and to qualify with the name of  tyranny, the ne- 
ceffary precautions of  the executive government 
to check a deluding fpirit of revolution. I never 
underftood that the aCtual prefence of the fove- 
reign, was neceiTary to authorife felf-prefervation. 
Treafon was punifhed, and the change of govern­
ment prevented, whilft William the Third wras 
abfent in his wars ; and laws were enforced when 
George the Second, or George the Firft, were 
on their refpeftive viiits to Hanover. Yet  E n­
gland never complained of fuch neceiTary aóts of 
authority, as oppreflive. W ith  equal propriety, 
becaufe the fovereign, under whofe fanótion in­
fractions of  law are punifhed, happens to live 
out of Ireland, the tranfportation of a fheep-iteal- 
cr or the execution of  an highwayman, might be 
denounced, moft floridly, a facrifice to foreign do­
minion or to foreign prejudices ; but I am at 
prefent on the fubjeft o f  confiftency.

W h i l í t  I endeavour to warn my country 
£C againft the errors of  thofe who are honeft, and 
the machinations of thofe who are not,”  it re­
qu ires  apology to trifle by  the detail o f  any man’s 
polit ica l  verfatility. Omettions thataíFeól the mo­
rals and happinefs of mankind, are to be examin­
ed on their own merits ; and when I had proved 
M r. Grattan to be the verieft weathercock, that 
ever was placed on a political edifice, it might 
w ell  be replied, grant him to be mutable as Pro­
teus, I require  an anfwer to his argument. Rea- 
foning fhall  have the reply to which it is entitled ; 
but the addrefs to the citizens of Dublin coniifts 
p r in c ip a l ly  o f  counfels  and affertions, fuch as are

frequently



frequently taken on the credit o f  the advifer and 
relator. It is allowable to warn the nation, that 
this perfon does not feel the generous fympathies 
he pretends to. I f  the man, who, calling him ­
felf  my bofom friend, affumes the privilege to di­
reft my conduct, appear to be actuated b y  little 
paffions which it does not become me to adopt,
I ought to be on my guard againit his confidence. 
If I difcover that he is biafled by  views, and en­
gaged in interefls in which I have no concern ; 
nay, i f  indifferent to my fate, he endeavours to 
render me the inftrument o f  thefe paflions, and 
fubfervient to thefe interefts, it is incumbent on - 
me to examine his opinions, with fcrupulous ex- 
aftnefs, to require proof o f  the faéts he ftates, 
and receive his reprefentations with fufpicion. 
Little ufe fhall be made o f  the charge o f  incon- 
fiftency ; but it is eflential to ihew how ftrongly 
it applies. Againft that wing o f  the oppofition 
which Mr. Grattan has always led, the imputa­
tion is well founded ; it belongs alike to the gen­
tlemen, who follow the fortunes of Mr. Ponfonby. 
— But what are the chara&ers o f  individuals, 
when the fate o f  a nation, o f  an empire, is fub- 
mitted to our judgment ? Matters o f  fecondary 
importance and frivolous inveíligation. I haften 
to conclude and difmifs this uninterefting a o  
cufation.

I pafs b y  the feveral patriotic effuiions, that 
“  Ireland ihould ftand or fall with Great B r i ­
tain,'1 either uttered b y  the author o f  the ad- 
dreis in debate, or formally moved b y  him in 
parliament. I f  I were to notice thefe expreffions, 
it would be to praife, not to cenfure the fentiment ; 
bat I ihould alfo notice them to obferve, that 
when fimilar declarations, and even when decla­
rations in a much higher tone, were made, under 
(he adminiftrations of  the Duke o f  Portland, o f

c Lord
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Lord Northington, and in part, o f  the Duke of 
Rutland, the conftitution, which we were haugh­
tily enjoined to fupport, was lefs good, than that 
we are now arrogantly invited to deftroy, by the 
fubftantial emancipation of the catholics— by the 
place, thepeniion, and refponfibility bills*. ^

• Since

*  C o n t r a i l  w i t h  this g e n t l e m a n ’ s r e c e n t  h o f t i l i t y  t h e  f o l ­
l o w i n g  f p e e c h ,  m ad e  w h e n  he was in b e t t e r  t e m p e r  w i t h  h i m -  
f e l f  and w i t h  the  g o v e r n m e n t .  1 0 1 7 9 7 ,  the I n i h  P a r l i a ­
m e n t  is the  44 Have o f  the  E n g l i i h  c a b i n e t , ” — “  a h u m i l i a t e d  
and  a  t am e  t y r a n t . ” — — In 1785» M r .  G .  f p o k e  th u s :

44 I t  is a m i f ta k e  to  fay  th e y  ( t h e  v o l u n t e e r s )  f o r c e d  Parl ia-  
“  m e n t ,  T h e y  f lo o d  at the back  o f  P a r l i a m e n t ,  and f u p -  
<4 p o r t e d  its a u t h o r i t y .  W h e n  t h e y  t h u s  a i l e d  w i t h  P a r l i -  
“  a m e n t ,  t h e y  a i l e d  t o  t h e i r  o w n  g l o r y ;  but t h e y  a t t e m p te d  
<4 to  d i i l a t e ,  and t h e y  b e c a m e  n o th i n g .

“  I f  t h e y  p e r f i f l  in t h e i r  f o l l y ,  I w i l l  tell t h e m  that  we are 
i4 the legijlaturt, and they the f u ' j e t i  : an high-m ettled Pm rlia- 
44 ment w ill not be terrified by thefe m en."—  See  l r i i h  P a r l i a m e n t a ­
r y  R e g i i l e r ,  v o l .  i v .  p. 2 3 7 .  T h e  i n a c c u r a c y  o f  r e p o r t e r s  
do es  not  h e r e  c o m e  into  q u e f l i o n ,  as this g e n t l e m a n  is u n d e r ­
f l o o d  u f u a l l y  t o  d i r e t f  the p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  his f p e e ch e s .

S p e a k i n g  on the n a v i g a t i o n  a i l  in  the year  1 7 8 ; ,  he  fays,  
“  I  a m  agai nf l  a d v a n c i n g  o n  tha t  fu bje é l  ; I  d o  n o t  w i i l i  to  
44 m a k e  n e w  p o in ts  w i t h  E n g l a n d .  T h e r e  a r e  f o m e  t h i n g s  
“  mio-ht be be l te r  adjufted ; bu t  I  w o u l d  lea ve  tha t  ad ju f l-  
44 m e n t  t o  t e m p e r  a nd  t i m e . ”  Ir i f l i  P a r i .  D e b a t e s ,  v o l .  v i i .  

p .  3 8 1. ’
I n  t h e  fa m e f p e e c h ,  a f t e r  an h i f t o r i c a l  r e tr o fp e £ l  to  the  

f o r m e r  f t a t e o f  the  t w o  c o u n t r i e s ,  he  p r o c e e d s — “  T h u s  y o u  
44 f l o o d ,  o r  n e a r l y  th u s ,  un t i l  t h e  f e t t le m e n t  o f  1 7 7 9  ; here  
44 t h e  t w o  n a t io n s  c a m e  to an h o n o u r a b l e  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  in 
“  w h i c h  the  c h a r a c t e r s  o f  b o th  w e r e  raifed,  an d in w hich, 
4 1coupled w ith  the fettlem ent of 1 7 8 2 ,  their animoftiies were
«  buried fo r  ever r  Ib id .  p. 376.

I  ( h o u ld  ef teem it a v e r y  c o n t e m p t i b l e  fpec.ies o f  c a v i l l i n g ,  
t o  f ix u p o n e x p r e f l i o n s  d e l i v e r e d  in the w a r m t h  o f  d e b a t e ,  
obiter d itto . B u t  it is o b v i o u s ,  t h a t  the paffages I h a v e  here 
f e l e i l e d ,  c o n t a i n  c e r t a i n  p r i n c i p l e s ,  the a p p a r e n t  re lu i t  o f  
d e l i b e r a t i o n .  L e t  this l a n g u a g e  be c o m p a r e d  w i th  the g e n e ­
ral  t e n o r  o f  M r .  G r a t t a n ’s ad d r e fs  in 1 7 9 7  ’> an<* ^e ]t r e " 
m c m b e r e d ,  tha t  the f é c o n d  fp e e ch  I  q u o t e ,  was p r o n o u n c e d  
a b o v e  a y e a r  a f t e r  the æ r a  o f  the  p r o p o r t i o n s ,  to w h i c h  he 
e te rna l l y  recurs.  A t  a t im e  t o o ,  w h e n ,  f rom  a m o n g  the 

pol i t ic a l  n ie a fu re s ,  o f  w h i c h  w e  c a n n o t  f o  w e l l  e x p  refs
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miter oi me 
He maintain 
ment, that (

Liuaiu'-u j  •
that Great Britain being engaged in a war,

it merely was left to Ireland to contribute her 
affifiance, without pretenfion to advife, or with­
out a right of cenfure over the motives or ma­
nagement. In the profecution o f  this doétrine, 
he oppofed an addrefs to his n i a j e f t y ,  to recom­
mend a peace, which was moved by M r D u q u e r y .  
A n d  the cabinet o f  St. James, » the humiliated 
« and tame tyrant”  o f  his exhibition in 1 7 9 7 , hap­
pens to be compofed o f  precifely the lame indi­
viduals, to whom in the year 1795, he presented 
the brighteft gem in the parliamentary indepen-
dence of  his country.

Ubi tunc Mezcntius acer, et ifla 
Ejfera vis animi.

I f  Ireland were only the ally o f  Great Britain,
it would colt her little to make this facrifice ;_ihe

c 2 might

“  o u r  d e t e f t a t i o n  as b v  r e c i t a l , ”  ( A d d r e f s ,  p .  1 9  )  t j ie f o l ­
l o w i n g  m e r i t e d  as m u c h ,  as at  a n y  t i m e  f u b f e q u e n t ,  t h e  a p ­
p e l l a n t  o f  g r i e v a n c e s .  “  T h e  p r o f i t i o n s - t h e  n e w  t ax e s  
“  w i t h o u t  t h e  t r a d e — t h e  n e w  d e b t ,  n o t w i t h f t a n d i n g  t h e  new 

t a x e s — the f u r r e n d e r  o f  E a f t  I n d i a  trade i o r  t h e  r e - e x p o r t  
“  t r a d e — t h e  re fu fal '  o f  t h e  r e - e x p o r t  t r a d e  w i t h o u t  i u c h  
“  b a r t e r — t h e  i n e q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  c h a n n e l  t r a d e  the  p r e l e n t  
“  p r o v i n c i a l  t ar i f f  rti ll  f n f f e r e d  t o  o b ta i n  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  
41 c o u n t r i e s . ”  I t r a n f c r i b e  t h e  c a t a l o g u e  : n o t  thn t  1 t h i n k  
a n y  o n e  i te m  in it d e i e r v e s  n o t i c e ,  b u t  m e r e ly  t o  ( h e w ,  t h a t  

« i s u t t in e  h i m  t h e  fu l l  a d v a n t a g e  o t  a l l  his  a r g u m e n t s ,  h e  has 
v a r i e d  his t o n e  w i t h o u t  a n y  a l t e r a t i o n  o i  c i r c u m f t a n c e s .
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might diíTolve the compaft whenever the burden 
became difproportionate to the advantage Tern 
porary convenience alone binds diftinft ilates • 
and whilft that convenience is not expofed to 
hazard, any member o f  a confederacy may per- 
form his ftipulations, without adverting to the no 
lie y  or management of  the other. The prudeîcê 
orjuihce of  the American conteft could never be 
a queftion with the fubfidized powers of  Germa 
ny. But the cafe of  treaties can never be, with 
propriety, applied to the connexion o f  Ireland 
with Great Britain. Both nations are combined 
into a fingle monarchy, mdiffoluble by the law 
o f  their political exiftence. W e muft follow the 
fortunes of the empire. I f  warfare be impru! 
dently undertaken, or injudiciouily conduced 
thecalamnies a.c feve^, by which we muft ran- 
fom the mdifcretion. Are the ills o f  war no­
thing, that our parliament ihould be bound not 
to weigh the neceffity, againft the c a l a m it i e s  o f

Í  í fy u j ° reIatloliS of  P^ ce or enmity 
and all the diplomatic intercourfe o f  his maieftJ*
mimfiers with foreign ftates, fit fo lightly on the
trade and general welfare of  Ireland, that we mav
renounce the conftnmional jurifdiftion o f  the
legiflative bodies on thefe iubjeds? T o  affert this
privilege could create no iealoufv • ^
the minifters, the people of England’recognLTus 
in poffeflion of  ,t. In the exercife it ifTmnnr 
tant, in the enjoyment it is unenvied. The care 
of  our appropriate concerns being no longer a 
charge upon the parliament of  Great Brftain 
where are they to find protedion, i f  that o f  Ire- 
land declines to intermeddle? This carli'am* 
r7  prerogative of Ireland did

to look upon the hideous god o f  war in J n
vantage.”  Here, indeed, ivas the colony or pro'

government, the objedi of his f r ê q S



and flippant farcaim ; the danger and difgrace, he 
pretends and deprecates, but which never was fo 
much to be apprehended, as when his own hand 
attempted to pluck, from his country’s brow the 
charaûeriftic oi her independence. In imperial 
concerns, the author o f  the addrefs finks Ireland 
into a province, whilft, by  fomenting petty iea- 
loufies, frivolous or unfounded in their origin, 
he feeks on other occafions to provoke her into a 
peevim rivalihip with Great Britain.

Mutual forbearance muft be in many refpe&s 
a prevailing principle, in the connexion o f  the 
Brmih kingdoms. The end o f  the combination 
is the ftrength o f  the en tire-  the means are the 
harmony of the parts. Under the proteftion o f  
that imperial ftrength, focial happinefs ripens, 
and profperny and comfort, therefult o f  fecuri- 
tv, are diftnbuted through all clafl’es o f  the in- 
duftnous. Sacrifices muft on many occafions be 
made, and there are many circumftances that de­
leave it. Independent nations, with diftind le- 
gii atures, united under one head, the conftitution 
ot each in a great degree popular, the fpirit of the 
people yet more fo than their inftitutions. confti- 
ute that political anomaly, the Britiih empire.

ierLew i , rCS^ f  ° r j inary Prudence to combine ma­
terials thus difcordant. W e  ought to applaud the
temperate wifdom of  a ftatefman, whoforbore to

toP alIavm r d erí eS’ WhÍChÍt wou]dP rove difficult to allay and dangerous to irri.ate, I did for
his reafon applaud Mr. Grattan, when he de­

termined not to make new points with England 
but to leave fome mattersto beadjufled by  time

-  f  J e ‘T o  He “  has thought better
“  o f  that dodlnne.”  The maxim o f  j u d & s  for! 

carance no longer finds a place among his rules 
After having relinquilhed the dignity 

and public weal of Ireland without neceffity, he

brings
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brings now unfeafonable and unfounded accu fan­
ons againft ihc connexion : and w i l l  Ireland fuller 
it felf  to be guided b y  a man, ihus co n vi^ e d  ot 
ufing no other rule o f  polit ical  co n d u ft ,  b u t  t jc 
convenience o f  the fattion he has adopted, an 
w h o  capr ic io ui ly  p lays  off  his grievances, as it 
fuits their  purpofe to foothe or 10 exafpeiater 

T h e  Party  {truck on this expedient,  o f  adopt­
ing the war w itho u t  difcuiTion, in order to lea\e 
open a b a c k  door for their return into op p o fiaon ,  
w henever  the courfe  o f  their cabals and intrigues 
ihould  render a relapfe into inventive advifeable. 
P r o b a b ly  too th ey  felicitated the dexterous ma­
n œ u vre.  M iferable,  p etty- fogg ing fubterfuge 
u n w o r th y  the preteniion to liberal and extended 
princip les  ! we fubm it to war, as to a ca lam ity  
rendered inevitable b y  the turbulent ambition 
o f  mankind. B a t  in thefe iilands, o a r  fac ial  ar­
rangements do not require of us to fu bm it  to it, 
w ith o u t  fcrutiny.  It is given to the fovereign to 
ju d g e  on what occaiions the honor and interefts 
of his fubjedls are to be  vindicated or protefted at 
the expence,  the inconvenience, and the perils o f  
h oft i l i ty .  T h is  prerogative is facrcd, and is w i fe ly  
h e ld  fo. It  is w e l l ,  that the head o f  the fiate 
w ie ld s  the power o f  the c o m m u n ity ,  w h ic h  he 
reprefents in foreign relations, and the executive  
governm ent is more competent than popular  a_- 
femblies to e m p lo y  it j u d i c i o u i l y ,  and in proper 
feafon. O n  Parliament that privilege is conferred, 
w h i c h  a p o p u l a r  af lem bly  is fit to exercifc. The} 
difcufs  the motives, w h ic h  induced his majeity s 
miniiters  to advife a war,  and m ay cem u re ,  i f  
th e y  fee occaiion, the indifcreet abufe o f  au th or i­
t y  in p rovokin g  it. I believe no Britifh  m inifte i ,  
no Britiih. individual,  ever imagined that Ireland, 
a co-independent m em ber o f  the m o n a rc h y ,  was
to abilain from this cenforial  ju r i fd i& io n .  N e i ­

ther
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ther do I fuppofe that any man on earth could 
think the co-operation of  the Iriih people more 
cordial, or the concurrence o f  the Iriih Parliament 
more valuable, becaufe the legiilaiureof this king­
dom took the merits of the war on hearfay. A  fpi- 
rited enquiry into the occafion of  it, and a fair ex- 
pofal of the motives and caufes, that produced hof- 
tilities, could not, at leaft, have weakened the 
effeft o f  national and parliamentary approbation.

A s  we have had occalion to notice the exifting 
war, it will not be irrelevant to offer fome remarks 
on it. W hen Mr. Grattan was defirous to animate 
the Iriih againft the foe of Great-Britain, he de* 
livered very highly-finifhed inveétives againil 
their irréligion and bad government. That ftyle 
he now unbecomingly changes for applaufe, and 
fomething very near to approbation. I lhall avoid 
either extreme, in vindicating the propriety o f  the 
conteft we are engaged in. The war has ceafed to 
be popular in Ireland. T h e  attempt to invade 
this kingdom produced ferious and unpleafant 
confequences, and we ftill are fore from them. 
Circulation ftagnated of courfe, when the monied 
men were intimidated. It was dreaded that ano­
ther attempt might prove more fuccefsful. In 
that apprehenfion many hoarded their property, 
and diminiihed their confumption ; trade felt the 
check of  demand; and manufaéturerswere necef- 
larily left without employment. T h e  malcon­
tents, who abound in every country, eagerly drew 
an omen of future fuccefs even from the baffled 
enterprize. W ith  the elevation of  their hopes, 
their activity redoubled; but idlenefs, and the 
interruption of  induftry, proved more effc&ual 
to procure them profelytes. The boldnefs o f  the 
enemy has been unparralleled ; his fuccefs rapid 
and brilliant. Combining whatever was advanta­
geous to himfelf, in the two focial extremes ot re­
finement and ferocity, he brandiihed with the moil

dexterous
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dexterous hand the moil formidable weapon.
■ Attila, or Alanc, or Ghengis Khan, might have 

been refilled with fuccefs, i f  fcience had encoun­
tered them ; bat here was the moft accompliihcd 
proficiency to direft an overruling defperation. 
Great Britain has been victorious on her favou­
rite element; but by land the war has proved dif- 
aftrous to her allies. Vidrix caufa diis placuif. 
However the fickle multitude, or changeable po­
litician, may vary with events, principles guide 
the refleóting mind. In the immutable nature of 
things, it willdifcern the juftification of the molt 
neceffary contcft we have maintained fince the Re­
volution. The author of the addrefs talks lighly, 
jeeringly- I rather ihould fay, of the attempt of 
our miniitcrs to check the enemy in Brabant. 
But let me inform him, that the Britiih minifier 
ttfho did not make the attempt, ought to anfwer 
to his country with the moil fevere penalties. I 
conceive, that to oppofe the annexation of  Flan - 
ders to the government of France, was very little 
ihort o f  combating for our own fafety. From the 
days of  Queen Elizabeth, to the prefent time, 
this has been the known and invariable policy of 
England.

I have before me the authority o f  two ftatefmen, 
either o f  whom I may venture to quote againft 
Mr. Grattan. The Duke de Sully, in the reafons 
he gave to Henry the fourth, againft taking the 
Flemifh provinces, under the dominion of France, 
infills on this, “  in whatever manner we may dif— 
“  guife our intention, it will infallibly bring 

England upon us, as foon as we feem defirous 
o f  getting a footing, and making an eftablifh- 

“  ment in the Low Countries,”  Sir Wm. T em ­
ple is yet more explicit ; fpeaking of the progrefs 
of  France after the peace o f  Nimeguen, and the 
means that power poiTeffed to become mafter of

Flanders,
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Flanders, he lays, “  After which (the reduction 
"  o f  the great cities o f  Flanders) all the reft muft 
“  follow, and thereby Holland be left to take 
“  what meafures they can with France, and be- 
“  comeat beft a maritime province to that crown ; 
“  though perhaps tinder the name o f a free fia ts  
“  fo r  fear o f difpeop/ing their country, but with 
“  fuck dépendance as wilt leave France upon occafon 
“  the wfe both o f their Jhips and money in other 
“  parts. Whenever this happens, what condition 

England will be left in upon fuch an increafe 
o f  the French territory, and land, as well as 
naval power, is eafy to conjecture, but hard 
how it can be prevented, otherwife than by our 

“  vigorous conjuncture of counfels, as well as 
lC interefts with all the late confederates. A n d  

by a firm union between the court and the 
nation upon one common bottom, both at home 
and abroad, and chiefly for the prefervation of  

“  Flanders againft the French defigns*.”
Let the foes of the moft refpe&able empire, 

that the world has yet feen, rejoice, i f  they 
think proper, that the effort to counteract this for­
midable dominion proved ineffectual. But, whilft 
France was making fuch ftrides to the acquifition 
o f  an extent o f  territory, and a degree o f  power 
more than alarming to the liberties of Europe, 
particularly fo to our independence, no Britifh 
mimfter could confidently with the duties of his
Situation, have withheld the interference of  his 
fovereign.
_ T h e  war broke out with France, whilft the 
Briífotine faCtion poifeifed the government. W e  
are not ignorant of the deiignsof that party upon 

^ates ° f  Europe. W e  have under their hands
the

* i d l ' d .  Tem ple', W orks— M em oirs fr o m  1 6 7 9 .
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the particular kindnefs they intended for Ireland*. 
They were by far more formidable to 'he tranquil­
lity of mankind, than the fanguinary men of in­
ferior talents who fucceeded to them. Like our 
reformers, they were fpeeulative perfons, who 
took their models and their leffons, from every 
thing, except the human heart and chara&er. 
Wit,, learning, eloquence and ingenuity quali­
fied them, in an eminent degree, to give extenfive 
currency to the opinions, they propofed to cir­
culate. The projeft of this party was to excite, 
in every neighbouring nation, a jealoufy of ihe 
People againft the Government ; whilft France 
was to be fet up, as the grand model of improve­
ment, and arbiter of all differences. Her Gene­
rals were dire&ed, by a decree of the convention, 
not to hefitate at throwing in the gallic fword, 
where the balance vibrated ilowly to the fide of 
infurre&ion. In the contemplation of this defign, 
the Republicans were defirous to amufe the 
Britiih government by an infidious appearance 
of peace. It was their intereil to diffemble 
their fubtle views of hoflility for fome time, in 
order to keep the communication open. T hey  
were by that means better enabled to intrigue 
with the difaffe£ted, and to propagate their doc­
trines by  the “  excellent writings,”  of which 
Mr. Briffot expreffes himfelf with very animated 
approbation. Was it for our minifters, having a 
clear infight into their defigns, to be dupes of the 
artifice ? Certainly not ; and I ihall never confi- 
der the war to have been without an objed and

an

*  Br i f lut ,  in his add refs to his co n f t i tu e n ts ,  l a y i n g  op en 
the me ans  France poíTelfed o f  a n n o y i n g  the  n e i g h b o u r i n g  
p o w e r s ,  fays :— “  W e  m i g h t  d i i t u r b  E n g l a n d  by e x c i t i n g  
“  fe rm e n t s  in h er  b o f o m  ; in Ireland,  w h i c h  is j - a l o u s ;  in 
“  S c o t la n d ,  w h i c h  is d i f co n te n t e d  and a g ain ,  “  I r e la n d ,  
“  w h o f e  m o v e m e n t s  t o ' l i b e r t y  w e  w e r e  b o u n d  to  encourr.ge  ”
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an advantage, i f  by  it, the fiery fpirit o f  cabal 
which the revolution generated in France, Mas 
compelled to rage within its own boiom ; and it, 
whim that revolution pafled through fo many ec­
centric movements, we were kept aloof from its 
contad. A  man muft indeed approve o f  the con­
ftitution, who thinks the prote&ion of it, againft 
foreign intrigue and domeftic confpiracy, a iuffici- 
éfcú-Inducement to go to war. ‘ That complaifance 
cannot be expe&ed from perfons, whofe fiift wiih 
is to overturn the government, and who confiaer 
peace or war, as either may facilitate the enter- 
prife. One option alone remained to the Britifh 
government, to chufe the time o f  attack, or to leave 
that election to the enemy *. A  feeble adminiilra- 
tion might have looked on, whilft France feleded 
herground, and preparedherfelf atleilure. Ireland 
would probably then have become the theatre o f  
war, and its property have anticipated the iacri- 
fice of that of Holland and of  Belgium. It was 
the objeft of France to protrafl; a flate o f  iniidi- 
ous neutrality ; Great Britain preferred open war­
fare. v "

But wars, I prefume, are to ceafe under the 
Halcyon days of the reform of parliament. 
“  The Engliih wars of the next century,”  fays 
Mr. Grattan, “  will  have the fame effeét as the 
Engliih prohibition of  the lalt— they will  annihi­
late the trade of Ireland and he propofes his 
panacea of a popular conltitution, to remedy the 
evil. Rare expedient I when we are at variance 
among ourfelves, foreigners will look peaceably 
on the contentions of the world will ceafe to 
ruoleft us, when we ihall have feparated from

Greac
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Great Britain ! I am not fo fanguine as to expe# 
that the century which now opens, will pafs dif­
ferently from that which is juil  gone by. There 
will be wars, whilft there is among men, a dif- 
polition to ufe power for any purpofe, or to re­
gulate it by any rules, but tbofe- o f  jultice. A  
itate mu it in proportion to its opulence, and 
external traffic, fubmit to the expence and in­
convenience of warfare, as a man of  extenfive
f  r t?’ .or a merchant, of dealings widely dif- 
tufed, is more expofed to law-fuits, than a com­
mon mechanic or day labourer. But how the 
change of our conilitution, to a more popular 
form, is to affuage the hoftile propenfuies o f  
other nations. I really cannot comprehend. Per­
haps it is expe&ed that, by attending rather to 
politics than induftry, we may become too poor 
to have any objeft to contend for. The pre­
caution is inefficient; even poverty, evcih natu­
ral iterility is not competent to fecure a land 
from aggreffion. The love of  rule, or love of 
acquifition, ftimulates adventurers, and renders 
it incumbent to make, at leail defeniive prepa­
rations. Two or three fcore of hunters, who ranee
° V-n ™an>;,bl* dred miles o f  wildernefs, 
will ihed their blood in attempting, in repelling
or in avenging an intrufion. When the Oilmen 
invaded this land, they had little befide the glo-v 
of the achievement to attraft them ; nor couíd 
tne inducements of  Henry the fécond have been 
more alluring. It is indeed a vulgar artifice to 
impoie on fimple men by promifmgan exemp­
tion from unavoidable accidents. That fyftem 
of focial arrangement is preferable, and deferves 
as iuch to be cultivated, which beil enables us 
to bear the ills, and to improve the advantages, 
annexed by heaven to our fituation. Our vici­
nity to Great Britain, renders combination with

her
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her moft eafy, and hoftility moll inconvenient. 
Placed between the old and new worlds, the 
lituation o f  this llland renders it of too much im­
portance in the modern political fyftem, not to 
attraft the attention o f  the great European powers. 
W e  could not unnoticed by  them, withdraw 
irom the connexion with Great Britain. W it h ­
out the aid o f  fome o f  them, the reparation. could

likeh, t eded-, France 18 that Power moft 
J promote the enterprize ; Ihe is alfo that

power from whom it is moft chimerical to exneft 
imerfcrence. W h a .  fim p ta 'o / S ! 

L  e tlle conquerors o f  Italy, the Rhinp 
the Meufe and Sambre, {loop to the alliance o f  
independent Ireland ? It cannot be ; there can 
ezift between us and them no other relation,

at offupenorandfubordinate. Combined with 
Britain we may contribute to controul the ambi- 
ion of France. But fuppofe the force o f  England 

dimimihed by  the alienation o f  Ireland what

c d S  the difl f  WA ° pp0fe 10 a,oid re- 

Republic ? B e f c e M  “ y7 o * 2 t o » r 7 o7

W d  degradation!^*1 ° f  ^

myi Cl u t0 °P inions> which I know to 
dmemmated through Ireland, although no

man dares to avow them • and I addrefs them with
the more zeal, becaufe I forefee tha i f

fUT o T ^ 0fUld-Un/ 0rtUr;a td y  prevail> the Pur-&rcater independence than our fimari 
5 ?  ftould  forfeit that independent we 

fervedl’y "w/fl.” ’ ’! ? ? 1 and prize lb de-

jand, has ihowered upon th is  i í land T

has
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has her emiffaries at hand, to hunt down the game 
he ftarts. I know he is no more than a fplenetic, 
incautious politician, who takes this method to 
revenge his difappointment ; but what avail his 
motives, i f  the praftical confequence of his pro­
ceedings be, to render the people four and un­
happy, under a condition, which deferves to be 
reputed comfortable and convenient ; and it he 
difpofe them to receive with avidity the nove - 
ties, which fo many incendiaries, lefs compe­
tent to perfuade, are ready to prefent to them.

A fuccefsful invafion by the French could 
sever be a matter of indifference to any order 
of people in Ireland. Grant, however impro­
bable, that their troops abftained from the dil- 
orders to which men are prone, who hold arms 
in their hands, who invade a f o r e i g n  country, 
and who conquer. Still no man could expeft 
to fubfiil by the profit of land, the fale of goods, 
or mechanic employment. I f  on the approach 
of  an enemy to the coaft, obftru&ed circulation 
was feverely felt through all the community; 
i f  ftruck with terror at the feeble manifeuation 
o f  revolutionary propenfities, monied people 
clofed their purfes and contrafted their expen- 
ces, what confequences might be looked for on 
a n  aftual change of government ?

But the miferies o f a revolution would be recom- 
*enfed by its'fuhfequent advantages. That pojitton 
I  deny. France never would trull to political 
gratitude for the friendihip of a country fo im­
portant to her as Ireland. She w o u l d  reduce 
Xis to the condition of a dépendance. 1  o lub- 
due Ireland, and retain the conqueft, is not more 
expenfive in effort and exertion, than to expel the 
influence of  England. W e  are too remote from
France to be left at our own d i f c r e t i o n ,  and yet

fufficiently



fufficiently contiguous, i f  ihc were once cfta- 
blifhcd, to be eafily overpowered on any at­
tempt to fhake off her dominion. Here the quef- 
flion is narrowed to a fingle point. Taking in­
to confideration all the circumftanees, in which 
Ireland is placed, which is it more for her inte- 
reft to be a member o f  the Britiih monarchy, or a 
dépendance on the French Republic ? T h e  moil 
obvious diftates of national pride, and common 
fenfe, direft the option in favour o f  our prefent 
political eilablifhment. A s  England could ill 
fpare the fubtraétion of  the force of  Ireland from 
the common ftock o f  imperial energy ; and as 
our ftrength bears fome proportion" to that o f  
Great Britain, but none to that o f  France, we 
arc certain to procure a greater degree o f  refpedl 
from the former than the latter. A n d  with ihat 
ilate we are equally certain to live more upon 
a footing of equality, than with any power pof- 
felfed of  opulent and extenfive continental do­
minions. 1 do therefore as an Irifhman main­
tain, that the connexion eftablifhed upon liberal 
terms, between Ireland and Great Britain, even 
taken with its contingent inconvcniencies, is the 
fyftem beft calculatcd to promote the opulence 
and happinefs o f  my country, and to preierve its 
internal and external ftrength, without which 
either of  the former bleffings would be onlv 
fugitive and tranfitory enjoyments.

It will be faid that France has not treated Hol­
land, and the Italian Republics, with the aufteri- 
ty of conqueft I reprefent her l ikely  to exercife 
in Ireland. W h ilft  Buonaparte remains at the 
head of  his army in Italy, creating ftates and par­
celling out territories, the independence and l i­
berty of the Cifpadanc, or Tranfalpine Republics, 
can only be mentioned with ridicule. Some great 
men probably have been made in that country,

and
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and a few great men perhaps might be created 
amidft the calamities of Ireland ; but nothing 
which has happened can authorife a conclufion, 
that an improvement in the condition of the peo­
ple has taken place, either in their individual ca­
pacity, or their corporate character as nations. 
The poffeflion of Ireland would open to the French, 
views of maritime and commercial convenience, 
which Italy does not prefent to them ; but ftill 
have they not effectively eftablilhed in Italy that, 
which we prognofticate them likely to attempt 
in Ireland ? They have organized local govern­
ments, all fubordinate to the main deiign of 
their own aggrandizement.

I f  France affe&s to treat Holland with the at­
tentions of an ally, the difguife is too fuperficiai 
not to be feen through: fhe has placed Holland as 
a decoy to the reft of Europe ; and ihe may ven­
ture that ftep without deviating from her obvious 
policy ; for, mill:refs o f  Brabant, Ihe can pour 
troops into that country at her difcretion. Hol­
land is by confequence under the forms of in­
dependence, as completely at the diipofal of 
France, as if  ihe were governed by a French pro* 
conful.

I never heard an argument offered againfl: the 
aflociation eftabliihed between Ireland and Great- 
Britain, which may not be equally applied to 
prove, that every parifh in Europe ought to be 
ere&ed into an independent government. The 
queftion muil be decided either upon the princi­
ples of mete right, political expediency, or le­
gal fettlement. The firft ground o f  argument 
proves too much ; it goes to divide Canterbury 
from York, Connaught from Leinfter. It would 
prove the ancient provincial principalities of 
France, to be preferable to the one and indivifi-

ble
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bíe government, which for centuries had been lub- 
fiituted. It proves the Saxon heptarchy fuperi- 
or to the monarchy of Britain ; and the petty 
fepts, which devaitated Ireland by their eternal 
Collifion, to be a ftate o f  focicty preferable to the 
uniform operations of a limited monarchy. Self- 
legiilation, the late adopted child of  Mr. Grattan, 
and this right o f  every individual, (for certainly 
it extends fo far) to fubmit to'fuch political re­
gulations, as he judges proper, are both filiations 
from the fame parent (lock ; both have been 
vaunted equally by unquiet politicians, in their 
endeavours to win the favour of  the multitude; 
and both equally refuted by the bayonet, when 
the deluded people propofed to realize their fpe- 
culation. I l'peak of  the moft popular govern­
ments that ever exifted— America and France. 
How often have the guillotine and fufil marked, 
in the latter country, the line of duty and obe­
dience, which no refradtory fubjeft fhould tranf- 
grefs with impunity ? It is not two years fince 
Prefident Waihington ordered out the continenJ 
tal troops, to reduce certain diftritts of America, 
who imagined the praftical benefit of not paying 
taxes, to be a part of the liberty they had ac­
quired from Great Britain. Something in the 
fame itile was Mr. Grattan’s declaration, already 
quoted, made at a time, when he thought pro­
per to repiefs the fpirit of innovation, he had 
himfclf excitcd. “  W e  will tell them, that we 
are the legiilature, and they the people.”  But, 
that gentleman had the precaution to rebuke his 
too forwaid difciples from under the ihelter of a 
ftrong government. Cambon and Roland, and 
their coadjutors, fang the fame canticle, but with 
lefs etfeft ; for the refources of their difcipline 
were no more than lights and virtues* felf-legif- 
latiun, and voluntary obcdience.

d That
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1  hat a political inftitution has exiiled long* 
or is firmly eftabliihed, conftitutes in general a 
recommendation to preferve it. Attachments 
arife. The habits and prejudices of men aifimi- 
late to the fettlement they live under. Imper­
fections, where fuch exift, are gradually removed, 
and people form themfelves to bear with the leifer 
inconveniencies. A t  the acceffion of George I. 
a great, perhaps the major part of the Engliih 
were Jacobites. From 171510  1745, they flip- 
ported the Brunfwick family, merely to avoid 
the mifchiefs of altering the legal fettlement. 
This reafoning acquires fuperior force in the ap­
plication of it to Ireland, for nearly every mail 
in the nation holds his eftate by fome tenure, 
derived under the connedion with Great Britain. 
The firft coil of a revolution, as laid down by the 
amateurs of the projet, is fufficient to deter any 
rpafonâble or benevolent perfon from the expe­
riment. New tribunals, new crimes to be ex­
amined, 30,000 lives, and an extenfive confifca- 
tion. This too is but the peace eftablifhment. 
In cafe of refinance, the calamities of war are 
a feparate calculation. A  war to be carried on 
in this ifland, between Fiance and England, re- 
fpedively aided by the feveral Irifh parties, who 
would efteem it patriotifm to efpoufe the quar­
rels of either nation ! Now, Ireland appears to 
me that country to which peace is emphatical­
ly  effential. Hoftilities might rage in La Vendee 
and in Flanders, without affeding the interior 
provinces of France 5 there may even be places 
in that extenfive territory, at which the com­
motions of Paris are but the idle wonder of 
the hour. No fuch_ exemption could be exped- 
ed, where an army in fourteen days march might 
traverfe the entire iiland.

( 34- )
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Credit was not fo well efiablifhed in France 
as even in Ireland ; the total circulation was in 
hard caih ; the quantity of fpecie in the country 
mult neceffarily have been enormous. Within, 
two years after the royal authority was under- 
mined by the continuent aflembly, this vail accu­
mulation of filver money dil'appeared. _ Have the 
deluded men, who united to harafs their country 
with new fchemes of government, confideredhow 
barter was to be carried on among us in fimilar 
circumitances? The fpecie in Ireland does nor, 
to that of France, bear the proportion of one to 
one hundred. The timidity o f  themoney-holders 
is equal.

Have thefeperfons ever turned theit fpeculations 
to the fate o f  the many, engaged in ledentary 
or handicraft occupations, who derive a com­
fortable fubfiftance from fupplying wants* which 
nobody would think of gratifying, under a fluc­
tuation or precarious eilabliihment? let them join, 
reply the democrats, in the effective fervice of the 
revolution. But the molt inquifitive pillage, of 
our Iriih opulence, could not maintain for 
twelve months the hands whom dilturbance 
would throw into idlenefs. And how are you 
to difpofe of thofe, whom age or fex incapaci­
tates ? In thefcheme of felf-legiflation, what place 
will you aflign to a mantua-maker, to atone for 
her íofs of cuftomers ? Luxury may be envied, 
but mull be permitted. Unlefs the wealthy dif» 
tribute, the induitrious can never accumulate. 
The Ariltocrat, he dooms to dettru£tion, is a 
neceffary being to this itubborn weaver, or that 
fpeculating retailer. That luxury, which given 
to the knife, will fcarcely furnilh out the con* 
l'umption o f  a fingle feitival, is, under a judi­
cious management, abundant ; in its produce 
is inexhauitible.

d a I have
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1 bave paffed over the difficulty, in cafe thé 
prefent fyltem of conftitution were abolifhed, o f  
compreiling, into regular order; the heterogene­
ous parts, which compofe the Irifh nation. The 
hardy levellers of fuperannuated eftabliihments, 
make no account of the labour of replacing. I 
pafs by the fate of the merchant, the public cre­
ditor, and the landholder. Thefe claífes, I know, 
were configned to their doom without compunc­
tion, “  to be knocked on the head like feals, 
■whom the tide has left fleeping on the fhore.”
I cannot fympathize with fuch reformers. When 
I talk o f  public good, I mean effective advan­
tage  ̂ to my fellow-citizens. The objects of my 
patriotifm are not the rocks, and trees, and moun­
tains, which conftitute the land we live io. I f  
our conftitution were more defective than it is,
I would not redeem it on the condition of that 
expenditure.  ̂ Let the good fenfe of Ireland an- 
fwer, what is the vice in our political fyftem, 
that requires to be expiated by a civil war ? 
What is the injuftice, which calls for the blood 
of thirty thoufand citizens to avenge it ?

But wherefore, in a reply to Mr. Grattan, inter­
weave this warning againft revolution ? Becaufe 
his doftrines lead diretfly to that cataftrophe. 
Do I believe, that gentleman aims at a revo­
lution in this kingdom ? It is impoflible, after ' 
what has pafled, to refolve that queftion. I 
think he would prefer to govern the country 
without diforganizing it. He has fomething to 
lofe in the confulion of  property ; if he could 
luin the prefent miniftry, by any means lefs pe­
rilous, doubtlefs he w'ould prefer them. But 
urged on by ftrong paffions, he makes hazar­
dous ftrokes, with a gambler’s defperation. W e 
cannot fuppofe the author of the addrefs to this
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City fufficîently cordial to that connexion with 
Great Britain, which it is for the intereft of 
Ireland to maintain. He has written to difguft 
us ^gainit the fitter kingdom. He revives for­
gotten altercations ; he gropes into the annals o f  
diftant times, for obfolete grievances and recti­
fied mifcondudt. He collects all the factious ef- 
fufions o f  fplenetic and malicious men, into ar­
ticles o f  impeachment againft what he calls E n­
gliih influence. Where the politician is partial, 
and the hiftorian uncandid, we cannot go out 
of the way to fupply principles. Thefe charges 
ought not to be made without fupporting them. 
The expence of  the war, is one of the accufati- 
ons in the addrefs. If  the war was neceflary, 
the charges of it can furnifh no reafonable caufe 
o f  murmur. Mr. Grattan holds that we fhould 
fupport England in her contefts with foreign 
powers. Does he imply that we can do fo with­
out expenditure? But the war, in my opinion, 
was emphatically the war of Ireland, for it was 
principally undertaken to fruftrate the defigns' 
of the firft republicans againft the peace of this 
iiland. W e  know, from BriiTot's narrative, the 
views o f  that party. W e  know them from the 
miiTion o f  emiflaries into Ireland, to indifpofe 
the lower claifes o f  people againft the govern­
ment*.

I repeat

*  It  is n o w  w e l l  k n o w n  t h a t  a M r .  O f w a l d ,  b y  b i r t h  an 
A m e r i c a n ,  paf led t h r o u g h  t h e  S o u t h e r n  p a r t s  o f  t h i s  k i n g ­
d o m ,  d i f t r i b u t i n g  i n f l a m m a t o r y  h a n d  b i l l s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  t h e  
n c c a i i o n  o f  an int 'u rreet ion  in t h e  c o u n t y  o f  L i m e r i c k .  T h i s  
w a s  p r e v i o u s  to  t h e  w a r .  H e  w a s  f e n t  to  I r e l a n d  u n d e r  t h e  
r e i g n  o f  t h e  B r i f l o t i n e  f a c t i o n .  T h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  J a c k f o n  
a l f o  g o t  his m i l l i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  w a r ,  a n d  f r o m  t h e  B r i l f o t i n e s .



I repeat again, that our profperity muil bear 
the charges of its proteûion. “  W e have voted 
8,000,000/. on account of the war, without com­
mercial compenfation, liberality or equality.”  
A  perfon, unacquainted with the appropriation 
of this money, would fuppofe, from Mr. Grattan’s 
ftatement, that it was a free gift of Ireland to 
the lifter nation in her emergency. No fuch 
thing. W e wrere threatened with invafion and 
ïnfuirection, and we expended this money to put 
ourfelves in a pofture of refiftance. Whilft Great 
Britain lavifhed millions to engage the enemy 
abroad, we incurred lefs than a tenth part of her 
expence for felf-prefervation. I f  it were necef- 
fary to impofe 15/. in the pound on all the pro­
perty of Ireland, the objedl was worthy the ex­
penditure, “  without commercial compenfation.” 
Are we then to be bribed to keep our houfes 
over our heads ? Muft we like infants, be induc­
ed by fugar plumbs, to do what is good for us ?

It required the microfcopic eye of Mr. Grattan 
to find a grievance in the bar bill. The delays 
which the poor experienced in the purfuit o f  juf- 
tice, formed a ftanding fatire on all the old go* 
vernments of the W'orld. Early in the prefent 
century, a remedy w>as applied in Ireland to this 
inconvenience, by rendering fmall debts cogniza­
ble in a fummary manner, before the judges on 
circuit. The regulation was at firft temporary, 
but experience juftifying its propriety, the le- 
giflatuie made it perpetual. As this mode o f  
recovering fmall debts w'as univerfally reforted 
to, the n u m b e r  of litigations was found to ob- 
llru6t the public bufinefs of the affizes ; a greater 
inconvenience was difcovered, in drawing the 
farm ers  and mechanics to the aifize town, fre­
quently a diftance of forty miles from their refi- 
dence. The jurifdi&ion was removed to the quar­

ter
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ter feffions, which are held in different parts 
o f  the county, and a barrifter o f  fix years Hand­
ing, who is alfo incapacitated to fit in parlia­
ment, appointed in each county, to prefide at 
the feffions. Never before was the utility o f  this 
regulation queftioned- Uhe country deems it a 
wholefome law, and common fenfe ratifies the 
decifion. It is good to bring juftice to every 
man’s door. It is good to confer the jurifdic- 
tionupon educated men, removed from the local 
prejudices of country magiflrates, and afting 
under the cenfure o f  an honourable profeffion, 
jealous of its dignity and vigilant to reprehend 
the violation of decorum in its members. U n ­
til the addrefs to the metropolis gave this re­
gulation a place in the catalogue o f  grievances, 
it univerfally was confidered a moil excellent 
inilitution.

There are difficulties in the arrangement o f  
the channel trade, which the common friends 
of  Great Britain and Ireland muft regret, but 
which angry crimination is a very improper 
mode to reftify. England makes high demands 
for opening her ports, as fellow-fubjefts ; and 
Ireland, who aiks boldly, will not purchafe the 
advantage. There is jealoufy in England, there 
is ambition in Ireland, both immenfe obflacles, 
to an amicable adjuilment ; and no adjuilment, 
unlefs it be amicable, can, in the circumilances 
o f  the countries, be defired. I muft recall here 
the obfervation of a judicious writer, on the 
mutual intereft of the affociated kingdoms. T h e  
claims of Ireland, upon Great Britain, are made 
on the footing o f  fellow-fubje&s; but, when the 
former is required to wave any advantage, how­
ever petty, however doubtful, in favor o f  the 
filler nation, there are always perfons at hand 
to allcdge her independence. I do certainly co­

incide
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irçcide with that noble author, that we ought 
to chufe the one ground or the other, and con- 
tinually abide by it. Unfortunately, upon thefe 
iubjecis, the public mind too frequently reçoives 
its direitk^n from mercantile felfiihnefs, pretend­
ing an anxiety to improve trade, and parliamen­
tary fa&ion, in the maik of patriotifm.

Semper querula eft Hibernia, faid the hiftorian of  
queen Elizabeth. The remark was in him unfeel­
ing and unjuft ; for it was made when the negli­
gence of fome, and the oppreifion of  others, to 
whom the affairs of Ireland were committed, ren­
dered the expreffion of complaint the proper lan­
guage of the people. Our difcontented fellow- 
citizens of this day, whether traders or politi­
cians, cannot, with equal facility, Ihew them- 
felves exempt from the imputation. W e  owe to 
thefe ■ perfons the idle outcry on the India trade 
which holds a confpicuous place in this late black 
lift of national calamities. The Britiih Eaft India 
company purchafed, at a very high expence, the 
monopoly of th t̂ trade from the common go­
vernment, and it maintains heavy eftablifhments 
ior the accommodation of  its commerce. W e  are 

that the company ihould open thefe 
eftabhihments to a traffic, undertaken with views 
the molt direitly adverfe to its own intereft. W e  
mould then be put to the alternative of  failing 
to China, without any friendly port to refreih 
m or endeavouring to eftabliih a fettlement
!■.. that ^tempted by Scotland in the reign of  
King William. 6 ■

• lt '1S k t !er exPedient adopted, have we
ip Ireland that redundancy o f  capital, which fits 
us for the undertaking ? I have ever underftood 
that vv e have not a capital adequate to the domeilic 
improvement of  the country. In that cafe, no­
thing could be fo wildly injudicious, as to di­

( 4Q )

vert



( 4 i )

vert any part to a purpofe o f  fo remote and un* 
certain advantage as founding a fcttlement, which 
to give a recompence in profit, mud, in its in­
fancy, rival the veteran eftabliihments o f  other 
nations, Deduft then the employment of  Irilh- 
men in the fervice of  the company, and the 
wealth we occafionally derive from the return 
o f  thefe perfons to the country. This conveni­
ence muit be renounced, when we go to variance 
with the Britiih eftabliihment in India. I pafs 
by the ürong probability, that our fcttlement: 
would be oppofed and fruftratcd, flke the colony 
at Darien, after altercations, ten times more per­
nicious than the value o f  the traffic could com- 
penfate. I purely, as an Iriihman, examine the 
interefts o f  my country in a diftinft trade to 
China, and deteft from internal circumilances 
the error o f  thofe who advifed it.

Let us wave thefe difficulties, and take the fub- 
je ft  on an afl'umption, that we might fail to 
China, with as little interruption as to Liver-

navigation, the returns 
irom it are flow, and the outfit confifts o f  very 
valuable articles; very confiderablç property 
muft, of courfe, be embarked in the trade, and 
the proprietors muft be in a condition to bear 
a tedious reimburfement. T h e  other European 
powers have, under the preflure o f  thefe obfta- 
c had recourfe to the eftabliihment o f  com­
panies; unlefs we followed the example, we 
ihould remain where we fet out, for we could 
not expeft many important exertions from pri­
vate merchants. Our company ihould eftabliih 
an emporium, as the French did at port l ’Orient 
as the Imperiahfts at Oftend, and as the Britiih 
company at London. Indeed, whether the com­
pany were eftabliihed or not, the convenience 
ox the trade would, in all probability, occafion

the



the formation of an emporium. There muft alfo 
be a monopoly of  the home market to our own 
adventurers, otherwife nothing would be done ; 
for the Britifh Eaft India company would con­
tinue to fupply us. Suppofe Dublin the mart 
and the feat of the company, the Weflern coaft 
would be no lefs excluded from the benefit o f  
the trade than it is at prefent. Suppofe it fettled 
at Cork, then the Northern ports from Drogheda 
or Newry, inficad of fending to England for 
tea, that neceffary article of modern confump- 
tion, fhould bring it coaft ways from Cork, with 
which they have little or no occafion for mari­
time interçourfe. For this, they fhould give u p 
the cheaper and more contiguous market, which 
is rendered yet more convenient by  the frequent 
communication arifing from the export of linen 
to E n glan d.  But we fkould buy at home. True ; 
we fhould purchfife an article of foreign pro­
duce, within our own ifland. In a matter o f  
home manufacture, whieh gave employment and 
fubfiftance to many hands, and circulated a 
good deal of property through the country, it 
might be politic, at the expence of one part of 
the nation, to encourage the induftry of another. 
But here is a mere procefs of loading and un­
loading, without further national profit than 
the commifiion of the importer; without greater 
lofs, in dealing with the Britifh company, than 
the fmall profit, which an eftablifhment fo opu­
lent and fo extenfive can afford to accept; and 
this profit applied to the maintenance o f  a com­
pany, one of the principal refources of the 
Britifh ftate, and a great bulwark of  the Im­
perial power, under which w e flourifh. Tea is 
become a neceffary of  life ; next to corn, it is 
perhaps the branch of commerce moft delicate 
to tamper with ; how in policy or prudence

c o u ld
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could we reducc ourfelves to depend on the 
precarious fupply  o f  raw adventurers, encum­
bered with all the difficulties to which a new 
undertaking is expofed? when the Eaft India 
trade is laid before the public in a holiday ha­
rangue of Mr. Ponfonby or Mr. Grattan, it leems 
an enterprize of as lure and eafy execution to 
make a trip to Canton, and bring home tea, as 
fitting out a wherry for Holyhead, to procure
eggs for the Dublin market. From the rapid
fketch we have taken, it is obvious that, how­
ever authorifed by  our independence to trade 
to China, it is a barren right, which we could 
not exercife with any efficacy, and which, as 
the affertion of  it alarmed the Eait India com­
pany, it was wife to barter for what, in truth,
\vas more than an equivalent. W h at  W'ould 
have been the confequence, had the counfels 
o f  oppofition been attended to ? Some traders, 
perhaps, more in the heat o f  party than 
in the mature judgment o f  fpeculaiion, might 
have adventured. T w o  or three cautious rich 
men might have made money ; the others would 
be ruined. Some would cover, for a trifling 
emolument, the illicit traffic o f  Britiih merchant*. 
After great heats and petulance, after very chur- 
lifh and unfriendly conduft, we fhould return 
with a bad grace to the ware-houfes of the com­
pany. Lo! the conceffion which our leader 
boafts 1 Lo ! the mighty good we were to pro­
cure by refilling Englijh influence! I really 
fhould not be aftonifhed to fee, in his next batch 
o f  grievances, a doleful remonftrance on the de­
preciation of  thirteen pence to a ihilling, when 
we crofs the channel.

On queftions o f  commercial arrangement, it 
is not wife to adopt the paffions of  mere me­
chanical merchants ; ihort-fighted men, whofc

views



views never extend beyond their own intereft, 
and who would facrifice the welfare of ages 
and of empires to temporary convenience, and 
the prolpeét of immediate profit. It is not 
alone on the India trade that their counfels were 
pernicious. 1  he fame confederacy of parliamen­
tary difcontpnt, and mercantile impatience would 
drive us to a war of prote&ing duties. So far 
as the experiment has been tried, it failed, and 
the public was delivered over to the grinding 
exactions of monopolies, (in the fugar trade for 
example ) Does it not occur to every man, 
that i f  he confumes, what does not grow at 
home, it muft have come to Ireland, in exchange 
ior feme article o f  native produce, and that 
promoting this exchange, he effe&ually encou­
rages the commodities of his country ? This 
principle muft certainly be qualified by limi? 
tations, which every man’s good fenfe and ex­
perience will fuggeft, but which it exceeds the 
fcope of this little cffay to enumerate. Upon 
thefe two heads, o f  “  the provincial tariff,”  as 
Mr. Grattan calls it, and “  the channel trade,”  
I muft fay, that 1 fee fome matters, which I 
ihould wifh were on a better footing, but no­
thing to warrant “  deteftation.”  It would be 
uncandid in any Irifhman to deny, that we do, 
under the prote&ion of Britain, enjoy valuable 
commercial participations. That, whilft Great 
Britain bears the burden of  fo many hundred 
millions of debt, o f  heavy taxes and excifes, 
we cannot fairly expedl, without confenting to 
fome conditions of compenfation, an unreftri&ed 
accefs to her home market. T o  give complete 
fatisfaction on this fubjeét, fome arrangement 
inuft be made between the independent coun­
tries in the nature of thofe “  proportions,”  which 
appear to me to have been rejefted with more

vanity
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vanity than wifdom. I f  on this fide o f  the wai 
ter we objeft to fuch treaty, the trade of the 
univerfe befide is open to us;  and thank hea­
ven ! we have ufed it not unprofitably: within 
twenty years the mercantile capital o f  Dublin, 
has been twenty fold augmented. But difap- 
pointed politicians have at all times endeavour­
ed to make the public a party to their conteit, 
and reprefent the public intereft affefted b y  
their exile from power. The ruin o f  England 
had long fince been complete, i f  Mr. Shippen 
Lord Bolingbroke, Sir W ill iam  W'yndham, had 
been true prophets. The empire profpered alike 
when Mr. Puheney was a patriot, and an earl. 
Dean Swift, above fixty years ago, made falfe 
prognoiticks upon the national debt o f  Britain, 
which might have warned Mr. Grattan not to 
fore tel, that the trade o f  Ireland muft necefTarily

under the eipences o f  the Britiih confede- 
racy *.

The error arifes from confidering the public 
burdens, in the light of a permanent charge, upon 
a itationary fund. I am not to fpeak of  the nati­

onal

~ C o n t i n u e  t h a t  rate  o f  e x p e n c e ,  a n d  t h e  E n e l i f h  
wars  o f  f h e  n e x t  c e n t u r y  w i l l  h . v e  t h e  l a m e  e f f t d ,  as t h e

s a  a r  ° f ' h '  h » >  xiK> »■“

1 h a v e  o b f e r v e d ,  tha t  f ince  p o l i t i c s  b e c a m e  a m a t t e r  o f  g e ­
n e r a l  f p e c u l a t i o n  <„ t ins c o u n t r y ,  it has b e e n  ufua l  t o  pre-  
dj£J, that  h b m y  «-as f l i o r t l y  t o  be o v e r t u r n e d ,  a n d  p a r t i c u ­
l a r l y  t h e  p n v , l e g e  o f  f r e e  d i f c u f f i o n .  T h e f e  p r é d i r i o n s  
h a v e  been g o ' r g o n  flnCe  t h e  } c a r  1 7 8 0 ,  and ftilJ w e  f ind 
t h a t  m f t e a d  o f  b e i n g  g a g g e d ,  t h e  j u d g m e n t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  
u p o n  p u b  h e  m e a f u r e s ,  ,s de Jive re d  in a t o n e  m o r e  and m o r e  

'  ! ,h a v e  o p e n e d  a p a m p h l e t  w r i t t e n  u n d e r  the  a d ­
m i n , f t , a t , o n  o f  t h e  D u k e  o f  R u t l a n d  w h i c h  b e g i n s  t h u s  :

as w e  k n o w  n o t  h o w  l o n g  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  f p e a k i n g  o u t

*  ° P ' n ;ons m a y  bre 'e f t  t o  us, & c . ”  T h i s  f t i le  r e m i n d s  
ne o f  th e g ^ n t s  o f  o l d  to  m o n a f te r i e s ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  

b e g a n ,  «  oppyofinquar.lt ja m  m u n ji fin e .”
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onal debt of England, although I may curfority 
offer an opinion, founded on the obfervation of 
former experience. The energies of Great Bri­
tain will, I doubt not, upon a peace, rife to 
meet'the preffure of its recently impofed bur­
dens. They did fo after the war with America- 
There is in trade, an elaftic principle, where, 
as in thefe ifiands, enterprize and ingenuity are 
encouraged; Liverpool was a fifhing village in 
1694. The fpring is preffed down by war, but 
rebounds on the return of tranquillity. W i l l  
the fame reilorative energy reanimate Ireland ?
I difcern but a fingle ground to hefitate at decid­
ing in the affirmative, the perennial turbulence 
o f  felfiih or fuperficial politicians. Let filence 
be impofed on the determined revolutioniils. 
Let thofe refpcdlable perfons, your well mean­
ing men, who aft as the fcouts and auxiliaries 
of the anarchiits, be warned by the fate of France, 
to defiil from officiouily promoting meafures, o f  
which they cannot calculate the confequences. 
Let Mr* Grattan, whom I do not rank in any ot 
theie claffes, fincerely fecede from parliament. 
Perhaps the laurel of eloquence may lefs luxu­
riantly fprout, but the horn of plenty will re­
munerate the deficiency*

A s applied to the prefent ilate of Ireland, I 
can fee no error in raifmg money for public 
works and neceffary expences by funding, more 
efpecially, when a finking fund is eilabliihed 
to prevent extraordinary accumulation *.

T he ftate may benefit, by  drawing ina&ive 
capital out of the hands, in which it flagnates, 
and returning it to circulation even at the ex­
pence o f  a perpetual annuity. Perfons, who 
wiih to miilead, or who do not take the pains

to
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to be inítruóted, defcribe the debt as an incum­
brance charged upon a fully  improved eftate. 
It more truly refembles the condition of  a land­
lord, who borrows the unemployed caih of his 
tenants, and expending it upon the eilate, en­
erg ies  their rents proportionably. But you may 
eihmate the utmoft extent, to which lands are 
improveable, whilft the fubjeft o f  this other ope­
ration, the progreffive efforts o f  human ikill,  in­
genuity and induftry, are utterly incalculable. 
I have touched thus loofely on the heads o f  am 
argument, obviouily too exteniive for a paflagery 
publication, but very fit to exercife the litera­
ry  and ingenious fpeculation o f  Ireland.*

In the order o f  difcuflion, I arrive at that fe- 
nes of coercive mcafures, which moft perfons 
conhder to have been adopted purely on the de- 
xenhve, but in which Mr. Grattan reprefents the 
government to be the aggreffor. B y  Mr. Grattan, 
Mr. .box,— by men more impartial than either, 
the palling o f  the convention bill has been de­
clared, the caufe and the epoch o f  every diffatif- 
tadion in this nation. Perfons who hold that lan­
guage, are very imperfectly acquainted with the 
hiltory o f  two years previous to that event.
< I  do not apprehend that, either pradically  or 
in theory, extraordinary convocations o f  the peo­
ple ever made part o f  a fyftem o f  political in- 
ititutions. Singular circumfiances will fometimes 
apologize for an irregular proceeding, or at leaíí 
extenuate the irregularity ; but when it is at­
tempted to render that habitual, which only ex-
ilts as an exception to general rules, fome pow-

ought to recall the people to their original

and

*  T h i s  f u bje f t  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  in t h e  o r i g i n a l  pHïrïrt« 7
»" o r d e r  t0  m e t t  fo m e  p o p i ) | a r  o b f e r v S ^  i,' " ^ 97

t h e  na tio na l  debt  o f  E n g l a n d ,  c i r c u l a t e d  - t  t h a t  n* ■ ^  
p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  M r .  A .  O ' C o n n o r .  1 ' ° d , n  *
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ând faîutary ufages. I will aik Mr. Fox, or Mr. 
Grattan, or any candid man of obfervation, whe­
ther he thinks that a government can be effefitive 
for the purpofes of its creation, or whether any 
focial good can be advanced among the fcbjeits, 
i f  without legal funclion or qualification, any 
man may, when he thinks fit, and many men 
actually do convoke affemblies to deliberate upon 
the conditions of their fubmiffion to authority ? 
When fuch meetings become familiar, the pub­
lic mind muft be folely occupied with political 
difcuffion, and the rulers can only attend to the 
management of parties. But there was more than 
the general inconvenience of conventions, as ap­
plied to Ireland, when the legiikture interdi&ed 
the further ufe of them. The perfons who ufu= 
ally called, and who took the lead in thefe meet­
ings, did not diffemble their averfiori to the 
eftabliihed conftitution. The convention, which 
immediately provoked the a£t, met at Dungan­
non, in February 1793- It fet itfelf in direft 
oppofition to parliament; for, although conven­
ed under the pretence of procuring a change 
in the reprefcntation, which parliament alone 
was competent to ordain, the members declin* 
ed to apply to the legiilature for that purpofe, 
or to take any cognizance of  its authority; 
they proceeded to deduce their claim, and derived 
their expe&ations from the anarchical principles 
of  a right, natural and indefeafible ; to repub- 
licanifm, in general, they offered their devo­
tion, although they did not think it neceflary, 
at that moment, to ftipulate for its eftablifhment 
in Ireland. As to the expreffion of their fenti* 
ments, they did indeed condefcend to notify, 
that they “  abhor principles which ter.d to de- 
ftroy all government, and to aboliih every wife 
and falutary diitin&ion.”  The former part of

the
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the declaration, all men would readily make, 
who fet up for creators o f  a coniïitution, for 
afluredly, they could not defire the fubverfion o f  
their own labours ; and the latter part was fitted 
to anfwer every pcrfon’s fenfe, o f  what is wife 
and ialutary. Another feature o f  the convention 
deferves noiice ; it betrays the defign to fepa- 
rate population from property ; not certainly 
with an intention to deal mercifully with the 
latter. Certain men o f  fortune, who had ad- 
di&cd themfelves to the do&rines o f  reform, 
acccpted a delegation to this affembly. T h e y  
not only were without weight, but were treated 
with a mixture o f  contempt and jealoufy, not 
arifing from any convi&ion o f  mifconduét or 
duplicity, but from the original fin o f  their 
fituation, the ftain of arifiocracy, which no de­
votion to popular principles could expiate. W e  
are enabled to be circumftantial upon this fub- 
j e & ;  a gentleman, who affifted at the meeting, 
and who faw with difguft the chicane and ma­
nœuvres o f  its ambitious leaders, has taken the 
trouble to publiih the reafons o f  his difappro- 
bation *.

This  provincial congrefs o f  Ulfter terminat­
ed its labours, b y  a refolution to call a natio­
nal convention. W as  the legillature ftill to 
flamber? So many are dazzled b y  popularity, 
the prevailing delufion of the day, that I muft 
leck to illuftrate the fubjeft, an example on 
uhich^all: men are now difpaflionate. I f  the 
iecret partifans o f  the houfe of  Stuart had, be­
tween the rebellions o f  17x5 and 1745, called 
aíTemblies, reprefentative too in order to make 
the intereft more extenfive, to deliberate on the 
queftion of  hereditary fucceffion, ought the fo- 
vereign on the rhrone to have continued the

d indifferent
*  L e r .e  rs to  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  N e w r y .
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indifferent obferver of their a&ivity ? I apprehend 
no reafonable man will reply in the affirmative.

A i l in g  in other charaélers, the leading per­
fons of  this meeting, who were alfo deflined to 
be the grand figures in the projected national 
convention, were yet more explicit in their 
declarations. It was little to inlilt upon unqua­
lified fuffrage, little to claim the reform of parlia­
ment. The inhabitants o f  Belfafl, I believe, in 
the very addrefs which fummoned the conven­
tion, but certainly about that period, avowed in 
a refolution, folemnly*.. agreed to at their town- 
houfe, “  that finding a confirmtion of  King, 
Lords, and Commons eilablifhed, they would 
fuffer it to exift, provided they can attain, with­
out violence, the real reprefentation o f  all the 
people.”  The debate, which preceded this re­
folution, was given to the public :_ffrora motives 
o f  delicacy to men, not at prefent in a condi­
tion to bear animadveríion, I forbear to repeat 
the idle rant it contained - againfl hereditary 
dignities ; and all the gafconade of what was to 
be done, in cafe parliament were not reformed 
adequately. The newfpapers publifhed in the 
North of Ireland were, for fix months previous 
to the paffing of  the convention and the gun­
powder aéls, fluffed with the verbofe declarati­
ons, and vapid menaces of ruflic politicians, the 
inhabitants o f  this town-land, and the volunteers 
o f  that village, expreffive of their doólrines of 
dear equality, fometimes of  their toleration of 
royalifm, always of  their determination not to 
flinch*, although violence ihould become ne-

*  T h e  M a g h e r a  v o l u n t e e r s  d e c l a r e d ,  t h a t  “  t h e y  w o u l d  
“  n o t  be d e t e r r e d  from t h e i r  d u t y ,  un t i l  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  (hall

p i u c k  t h e  f r u i t  l u x u r i a n t  f r o m  the  t r e e  o f  l i b e r t y . ”  T h e r e  
w e r e  an i n f in i t y  o f  i i m i l a r  d e c l a r a t io n s  pub l i f l i ed  in the  N o r ­
t h e r n  S t a r  a t  t h a t  p e r i o d .
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ceflary. T h e  poor people were elevated to* this 
phrenzy, by  afliduous representations, that taxes 
were to ceafe, and the price o f  neceffaries to 
be diminiihed, by  a reform of  parliament. N o w  
it certainly muft be allowed, that the political 
zeal o f  the North o f  Ireland, (and no other part 
o f  the kingdom was difpofed to think about 
Conventions) did not want the provocative of  
thus publickly  chufing delegates, o f  perpetual 
harangues, and perpetual conventions. T h e  moil 
tranquil people upon earth would be driven, 
b y  fuch expedients, from the induitry that blef- 
fed them. W h a t  public good could refult from 
fuffering conventions to aft between the people 
and the parliament? T h e  fober fenfe of the for­
mer could be fully  as well taken at their re- 
fpeftive habitations ; and farther, I do not fee 
that parliament by  abolifhing conventions, took 
away any right o f  application ; for the perfons, 
who compofed them, declining all intercourfe 
with that body, abjured the regular jurifdiftion 
of the itate in matters o f  legiflation. A  direft 
alternativë was, o f  courfe, impoled to abdicate 
its authority, or reprefs a rivalfhip perilous in 
ordinary times, and even when fober men con­
d u c e d  the competition ; but formidable, to the 
moil tremendous extent o f  danger, when the 
very fyftem of  focial arrangement was attacked, 
and that this was but an expedient employed 
to facilitate its overthrow. Even admiting for an 
infant the propriety o f  altering the fundamen­
tal laws of  the conflitution, the modern leaders 
and promoters of  conventions were extremely 
unfit to be entrufted with the delicate charge 
o f  innovation. Every aft, and every declara­
tion, betrayed in them that maturity o f  enthuii- 
afm, fo bold in undertaking, fo frail in execut­
ing, the infancy o f  which had in another coun-

d  z ' try
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try proved the bane of freedom, and fcourge of 
humanity. Republican France had no induce­
ment to Ihut up her clubs, which did not apply 
to monarchical Ireland, as thundering in our ears 
the imperative injunftion o f  reafon and felf-pre- 
fervation, to fupprefs thefe fchools o f  difaffedlion.

In fu p p o rto f  my pofition, I muft recur again 
to the recorded declarations o f  thefe gentlemen. 
I ihall not feleft what was cafually, or intempe- 
rately uttered, but public profeflions o f  faith, 
propofed b y  men o f  influence in the faftxon, 
deliberately adopted, and folemnly promulgated. 
T h e  relation o f  Leader and Follower, in a de­
mocracy, is too well afcertained b y  experience, 
for any man to doubt, that the l'entiments o f  
the former are a fure teft o f  what the latter would 
practice, ihould a favourable occafion offer. 

Drive not us, the people, to extremities, (fays 
one meeting,) a reform we will have. T o  
attain it, we ihall think no facrijice too muchy 

“  no rijk too great. And no reform can ever 
“  be adequate or ufeful, fatisfadory or juft, un- 

lefs all Iriihmen of every defcription, fhall be 
‘ ‘ equally reprefented Was the influence of  
the men, who made this avowal, to be encou­
raged or refilled ? were their views fo innocent, 
as to deferve permiflion calmly to concentrate 
their means, and combine their leaders ? T h e  
pa. a uns of  reform, in the fame breath which 
invoked their favourite meafure, celebrated the 
memory o f  the King of  Sweden’s aiTaflin. « Save 
your country in mercy to yourfelves,”  exclaim, 
ed, in a celebrated addrefs to the public, the 
fociety of  United Iriihmen. “  Give us reform,

faid
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k id  the friends of reform at Eelfaft *, or you. 
alone will  be anfwerable to God and your coun­
try for the confequences.”  A s  I would wreft 
a razor from a maniac, fo would I, compulfo-
r i ly ,  deprive fuch men of the means to effett
the political fuicide they menaced. Admirable 
improvers, whofe firft propofal was to introduce 
anarchy! W hofe  initiary fteps were to be the 
extravagant exertions o f  violence, to which France 
had only been led progreifivcly.

That vexata quejiio o f  modern times, the fove-
reignty o f  the people, is determined at once,
i f  this principle o f  irregular deliberations be 
adopted. W e  know not o f  any democracy fo 
complete, as to admit an heptarchy fyftem of  
jarring and uncontrolled aflemblies. Here a par. 
liament fupported b y  the power o f  the flate, 
and exercifing the fupreme jurifdiétion ; there 
an aflembly, exifting by  credulity, (a foolifh, 
but a formidable delufion) and induftriouily dif- 
feminating the contagious foibles that produced 
it. A p p ly  this pra&ice to our commercial inte- 
reits. A  redundant population demands employ­
ment to fubfift by. T h e  want o f  capital is, 
precisely, that dehciency w hich leaves their exi­
gencies unfatisfied. And we feel it more fe- 
verely, becaufe, as a contrail to the medio­
crity o f  our means, we have ever before our 
eyes the opulence o f  Great Britain. But, was 
that opulence gained by  political controverfies ? 
N o  ; the firm face o f  government, the patient 
labours of the people deferved profperity, and 
they enjoy it. The Iriih people cannot be ex- 
p côcd  to improve in manufaftures, i f  they are 
liable to the continual recurrence o f  meetings

'  and

t o r i  P * ? l a r a t î o n  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  f r i e n d s  o f  P a r l i a m e n ­
t a r y  R e f o r m ,  at B e l f a f t ,  J a n u a r y ,  1 7 9 3 .



and eleitions, which capriciouily withdraw them 
at every inftant from their ufeful induftry. It 
is a fancy yet more chimerical to hope that 
ft rangers will give credit, or fuffer their capi­
tal to pafs into a country, in which they be­
hold three or four rival governments, ready to 
fly to extremities with each other. How, in 
the name of common fenfe, are thefe difcordant 
and incoherent elements to be reconciled with 
external ftrength and internal tranquillity ? I f  a 
particular practice muft neceffarily leave the 
country poor, and that by  altering it, we have 
a probability, in our turn, of becoming opulent, 
there is no wifdom, no humanity, no patrio- 
tifm in obftinately perfevering. T o  me it feems, 
that the remedy of  extraordinary interference, 
which is fatal to public and private confidence, 
and diiinclines the people to thèir necefl’ary oc­
cupations, bears in it greater mifchief than could 
be inflifted by the moil profligate court, and 
moil venal parliament.

But the right o f the people to invefligate public 
■matters was infringed. Never was that right more 
fully exercifed, than fubfequent to the event we 
treat of. Witnefs all the addreiTes of  congra­
tulation, procured on the arrival tíf Earl Fitz- 
william in this kingdom. Witnefs the recom­
mendations to his majefty to retain that noble­
man in the government. This was furely a very 
unequivocal exercife o f  the fubjett’s privilege. 
Indeed the right to reprefent the grievance, or 
exprefs the fentiments of  the fubjedts, otherwife 
than by delegation, is, in the body of the con­
vention-aft, recognized and re-aiTerted.

I have applied myfelf to this queftio'n, per­
haps with greater emphafis than it merits, in 
order to meet the crimination thrown out in 
the Britiih parliament, and re-echoed here, that

an
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an aecuftomed and legal utterance being denied 
to the public fcntiment, difcontent became con- 
fpiracy. It is, I hope, now demonttrated, that 
the difpofition to fuch alteration, through the 
means of  anarchy, exifted previous to the re- 
ftridlive meafures o f  government, that thefe were 
provoked, and purely adopted on the defeniive*. 
That delinquents confpired in private, when, 
they were not permitted to do fo openly, proves 
them to have been tenacious o f  their obje£i ; 
but no candid man will  endeavour to affix as 
a crime, upon the executive power of Ireland, 
that it compelled its enemies to lurk and ma­
chinate in fecret. I entertain little doubt, that 
the very perfons, who impeached the neceiTary 
vigour of our adminiftration, would have been 
foremoit to call down the vengeance of.the E m ­
pire on its remiffnefs, i f  its conduft had been 
a timid tampering, or unnerved acquiefcence. 
T h e  mafterly difplay o f  fuprcme talents, muft 
neceflarily enfure to Mr. Fox the admiration o f  
every man o f  tafte or underftanding. F ew  have 
obferved the movements o f  his genius with more 
refpeftful admiration than the author o f  thefe 
pages ; but it is impoflible to contemplate his 
recent interference in the affairs o f  Ireland, 
without recalling to mind the manœuvres o f  
Lord Shaftibury in the laft century, to excite 
difcontent in Scotland.

W e  have now palled in review the charges o f  
mifgov eminent alledged by  Mr. Grattan. I have

undertaken

*  I n  an a d d r e f s  o f  t h e  B e l f a f t  c o m p a n y  o f  v o l u n t e e r s ,  
D e c e m b e r  1 7 t h ,  1 7 9 2 ,  is t h i s  r e m a r k a b l e  e x p r e f f i o n  : 4,4 i f  
“  b a d  a d v ife r s , or iv ia k , or w ick ed  m en , fo r c e  the people in ta 
“  extrem ities , on them let a l l  the m iferies f a l l  c f  c i v i l  con'vul^  
41 fion ! ”  T h e  d e f c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e m f e l v e s  is a c c u r a t e  ; a 1‘u - 
p e r f t i i i o u s  m i n d  m a y ,  p e r h a p s ,  a p p l y  t h e  i m p r e c a t i o n .  
A l a s  ! t h e  c a l a m i t i e s  w h i c h  t h e y  i n v o k e d ,  h a v e  n o t  b e c u  
c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  a u t h o r s .
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■undertaken the humble toil, of following this 
gentleman in his appeal to the unbiafled un­
demanding of our common country. I have 
endeavoured to afcertain, that he is not quali­
fied to be the guide of  Ireland. His political 
character does not appear to me to be fuffici- 
ently impartial, nor his judgment fufficientlv 
folid, nor his views of  legiflation fufficiently 
extenfive. I make thefe aliénions with great 
refpect for the talents he poffeffes ; no man 
can fee with more regret, that one of  the moft 
brilliant fancies of  the age, ihincs only as a 
meteor to miilead his country. I make them 
with great deference for his perfonal character, 
which may be, and probably is, in a high clafs 
o f  honour and integrity. A  man may be bi- 
afTad by his pallions, without being corrfcious 
of  the fcduction. And who has ever appeared 
to be more under the dominion of  paffion, than 
the political Mr. Grattan, when he feeks to 
avenge his fall from the government o f  Ireland ?

Far be it from the writer o f  this eiTay, to 
cenfure the watchful anxiety of  any man to 
guard his country againft encroachments. But 
he cannot confent 10 follow that perfon, who 
is vigilant or remifs exactly in proportion to 
his influence in the cabinet. In the profeffion 
to protect a people, there is fomething fplen- 
did, which may delude the unreflecting, and 
dazzle the unwary. A more mature judgment 
requires faits, and a more critical examination 
finds the promife unfatisfied. Mr. Grattan’s po­
litical party was a few years back univerfally 
favoured through the nation. How fmall the 
number of fober and difmterefted minds, who 
at this day patronize it!

In the entiie conduct o f  that party, I fee no­
thing more mean and cenfurable than their ma-
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nagement o f  the Catholics. T h e  interefts o f  
that people I do faithfully adopt, fo far as they 
have hitherto been ftated to the public. But 
the means employed under the pretence o f  pro­
moting thofe intereíls, I do as fincerely repro­
bate. T h e  Catholic religion could not furvive 
the eftablifhment o f  democracy : T h e  genius
o f  the one is incompatible with the fanaiicifm, 
without which the other can never be effe&ed. 
I f  the miniiters under Lord Fitzwilliam, were 
fo fanguine in the affair o f  the Catholics, as 
they have fince profeffed themfelves, w h y  was 
not the a<5t o f  redrefs introduced with the mo­
ney bills ? W h y  is it at prefent combined with 
irrelevant topics, which muft alienate from that 
caufe every man, who thinks a democratic efta- 
bliihment an inconvenient mode of  enjoying l i ­
berty ? Rather let the exiiting grievance o f  re- 
ftridtions upon a part o f  the people, fubfift for 
ever, than reiort, as a remedy, to a democra­
tic conftitution. N o perfon would more cheer­
fu l ly  co-operate in removing the mifapprehen- 
fions entertained upon this fubject ; but never 
can i  fubferibe to a method o f  redrefs, more 
pernicious than the evil to be corrected,
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