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SPECULATIONS, &e.

L PP o tt——

September 26, 1797,

THERE muft be more than common apathy
in that temper, which the prefent eondition of
Ireland does not ftimulate to adivity. . To me the
crifis feems to prefent fomewhat of an awful and
irrefiftible call of duty, upon the man of influ-
ence to employ his credit—upon the man of re-
fletion to interpofe with remonftrance—upon
‘every man in his refpettive {phere, to affift in re-
ftoring harmony to thisdiftracted country. It is
a duty, melancholy indeed, but neceflary to chaf-
tife infatuated men who difturb the harmony of
the flate; but the obje&s of punifhment are our
fellow-citizens, whom it is not lefsa duty to warn
againft delufion. . When perfons of confideration
promote the defigns of that coalition of vice and
folly, which has for fome time undermined the
happinefs of the Nation—the danger to the poli-
tical morals of the people becomes more alarm-
ing, and I feel the fummons more urgent. Let
that people, in fome places mifled, but generally
honeft and well-intentioned, hear the language of
unfophifticated common fenfe, let them be calmly
led to a fair underftanding of their rights, which
faction mifreprefents ; and of their political and
commercial interefts, which it tramples on or
defpifes. Under this impreffion, and with this

B apology,
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apology, I offer the fentiments of a difpaflionate
mind: the reafoning, upon which;, a fpetator,
not an actor in political tranfations, I formed.
my own opinions ; remote from the paffions of
party ; from the influence of expeftation, and .of
feelings, from which few active adherents are ex-
empt, but none lefs than thofe, of whom the
profpeéts are reverfionary.—The Enemy menaces
invafion; and although arms or negociation may
avert that evil, we havé every ground toappre-
_ hend his further endeavéurs to diftraétus. Pro-
bably to hazard an open attack may not be confift-
ent with his prudence; but he will rejoice in
diffentions which occupy Great Britain; he will
rejoice to fee Ireland engaged with conftitution-
mongers, whilft he draws out of her hands the
monopoly of the Linen Trade, which we derived
from the early events of the war, and re-eftablifhes
his own ruined fabrics in Britany and Flanders.
France, if the can, will protraét the period of
that delirium, by which fhe profits. At home
a number of difcontented perfons, fome reftlefs
by temper and habit, others perverted by the ma-
lignant affiduity of their fellow-citizens, unam-
biguoufly menace revolution. The remnant of
a party, once refpe&able, difplays its readinefs to
pioneer for either mifchief. Defperate and de-
{ponding, they court the confederacy of a body
of men, who often have reviled and flill defpife
them. In the public calamity, they confider
alone the means it affords of harafling adminiftra-
tion, or the opportunity to fupplant it. To what
othcrmotives can any man attribute that valedic-
tory manifefto publithed by Mr. Grattan, on be--
half of himfelf and his colleagues, the oppofition
party in the late Parliament. Thefe gentlemen
muft have formed a mean idea of the inveftigating
{pirit of Ireland, if they expet, that their arro-
| gant
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gant pretenfions, and oftentatious difplay of merits
thall not provoke animadverfion.

When I am to blame the excefles, into which
this knot of gentlemen have been betrayed, Iam
far from imputing to them as a crime, the mere
matter of oppofing government. In a free ftate
men may differ ; they neceflarily muft differ, about
the enjoyment of civil liberty, about the ma-
- nagement of the commonwealth : Even their per-
fonal confideration, although a concern of lefs mo-
ment, may be permitted to enter into their dif-
fenfigns. I would pardon ordinary foibles to the
partizan, provided the operation of them fecures
difcuffion, in my humble apprehenfion, the moft
eflential advantage in popular inftitutions ; men,
who have the management of public affairs, mufit
in publicity and enquiry feel a controul, although
they may not dread the majority of their judges. -
A good minifter will not fhrink from this tribu-
nal.---It is the theatre of his glory. No exertion
of private vigilance can {o effe¢tually prevent the
lapfe into indolence, or correét the errors infepa-
rable from extenfive ocecupation. I neither ad-
mire Mr. Grattan’s paper-proje@s of government,
nor that more fubftantial part of his {yftem,
which points o the block and axe, as the fole
controul and correitive. No; let us rather take
advantages where they can be found, as they grow
out of human npature ; than rely on the refource
of punithment, which, when it is moft deferved,
will moft eafily be eluded.

But political menatting in thefe combinations,
are no more than other citizents exempt from
the laws " of moderation and decorum. Circum.-
feribed by thefe limits, party combinations are
allowable, they are fometimes ufeful - they prove
the reality of that liberty of which they affeét to
queftion the exiftence. * For who would make

B 2 ‘his
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" this appeal to public opinion, unlefs in that pub’ .
lic he faw a tribunal free, and competent to judge
and powerful to make its deciflon refpefied °
Take them at the worft, partial difcontents are>
to civil liberty, that inconvenience, with which
Providence qualifies all its bleffings : The ‘infe-
parable thorn that, in defiance of art, ‘{prings
{pontaneoufly with the rofe. Let our hiberty
arife under the fame form, let her bear the fame
lincaments, let her even exilt with the fame 1m-
perfe&ions to which other free nations have fub-
mitted. The conformity of refemblance will at-
teft the linedge. :

Before I take up the political opinions deli-
vered by Mr.GratTaN in the name of the
party of which he appears the leader, I fhall en-
deavour concifely to appreciate their claim to the
favour of their country. They challenge no
lefs prerogative than to guide the public mind
of Ireland, as moft deferving to be followed
from integrity and wifdom. If they are to be
driven from this ground, it muft be at the hazard
of offering refleftions, which can only be excuf-
ed, even to the writer’s own feclings, by the ne-
ceffity of refuting an haughty- claim, fo prejudi-
cial to the intereft of the country. On this jufl-
tification of a public duty more impreffive than
any private feelings, I fhall proceed with calm-
nefs and refpeéifully.

Few, who poflefs fuch an ample power of do-
ing mifchicf, are fo little competent, as the per-
fons'who compofe this fation, to improve the ad-
vantages they find, or to corre& the evils they
have occafioned. There are among them men of
talents, but no ftatefman. The reafon is, that
the greater part having found full occupation in
the labour of profeffion, had no leifure ro acquire
political information, and no opportunity to

gain
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gain experience : and that gentleman, who early
withdrew from profeflional purfuits, has chofen
to cultivate his fancy, rather than his under-
ftanding. He feems to have formed himfelf upon
{ome ancient models of mere verbal declamation ;
when he brings his difcourfe to a point at which
his audience ought to expe& fomewhat of clofe
reafoning, he flies off in a fky-rocket, ¢ perifh
the empire, live the conftitution.”  This anfwer-
ed very well, when the fole end and parpofe of
all political exertion in Ireland was to bear down
the legiflative fupremacy of Great Britain. Mr.
Gratran fitted himfelf out at-that period for
political adventure, and whether the limited fa-
culty of his mind did not admit a fecond idea ;
or that having attained his acme in reputation,
he negle@ed the exercifes that were calculated
to improve him, he has never fince {poken,
nor does he feem to have thought, upon any
fubje& but the influence of Great Britain. Hence
has he ceafed to be an ufeful legiflator. We
want a ftatefman to improve our energies, to ex-
tend the refources of the country, to encourage
manufa&turing {kill, to open ufeful channels for
commercial enterprize. The animating eloquence
of this gentleman feems to me rather to have
given us a contrary dire&ion, to have thrown
us into difficult and injudicious {peculations in
commerce, and vifionary projeéts of conftitution.
Again{t every conceflion of minifters he has at
hand a frefh fupply of grievances, which being
feparately produced, feem more defigned to dif-
fufe difcontent, than to benefit the country, and

afford little profpe& of a fettled government,
whilft he interferes in politics.

——Uno avulfo, non deficit alter,
——FEt imili frondefcit virga metallo,

Some
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Some members of this party are dexterous in
debate; others fplendid in declamation : In ge-
neral complaint, and unfubftantiated accufation,
all are admirable ; but they are ever unargumen-
tative; they give general affertions without end.
In vain would you feek among them for compre-
henfive views or folidity in realoning ; never did
they difplay a fingle "quality beneficial ‘to the
public; never from their political difcourfes was
the hearer’s mind enriched with a fingle idea.
Flippant volubility of language, the powers of
imagination, eloquence too, for it is among their
attributes, may circulate difcontent. Mankind
is but too prone to that reftlefs. humour, and
moft difpofed to it under the moft free govern-
ment; but widely do the powers, to compofe an
agitated public mind, differ from the qualifica-
tions to difturbit. -Far from the author of this
eflay is the difpofition to rail improvidently. I
deliver my opinion under a candid conviltion
that I am fairly deferibing the weight and relpect
due to their counfels.  Inthe Houfe of Commons,
thefe gentlemen were.permitted by men of fupe-
rior minds to domineer, from indolence, from
apathy, perhaps fometimes from jealoufy, or the
want of combination, or the court quarrels of
the friends of government. Qut of parliament,
the public was amufed and captivated. Perhaps
it is the weak fide of the Irith to be dazzled by
brilliancy, and to yield to what is {pecious, If
Providenee defigned to vifit a flate with calamity,
1twould permit that perfons with fuch natural and
acquired endowments, as thofe I have defcribed,
fhouldby a few years of oppofition unfettle the
confidence of the people, the great bafis of au-
thosity, and then, amidft public agitation, that
they fhould affume the reins of government. :

Thefe
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Thefe gentlemen will not refufe to be tried by
the example of a political body, to which they
were long attached ; ¢ the weather-beaten re-
mains” of which, if they do not adhere to, ‘they
certainly imitate in its moft unwarrantable pro-
ceedings. When the Fox, or the Portland party,
in England, were put out of office on the bufinefs
of India, their temper was put to the teft of no
inconfiderable provocation ; yet, backed by a

majority in parliament, they refufed, by with-

holding the fupplies, to endanger the peace and
honor of the kingdom : they a&ted as men, who,
in the warmth of feeling, did not forget their
duties. Where was Mr. Grattan’s {enfe of obli-
gation in a fimilar predicament 2— W here his pa-
triotifm ?—Where his pious with to {pare his
country many horrid fcenes the has witnelled,
many calamities fhe has felt, and others, which
without his vigilance the hasaverted? In his two
exhibitions in print, the one immediately after
Lord Fitzwilliam’s recall ; the other, this on which
we animadvert ; he difplayed his fuppofed grie-
vances, as worthy to be vindicated by the extreme
vengeance of an indignant people. He flept fo
long over thefe very political queftions, that I
cannot imagine his fober fenfe of their value di-
rected the heightened colouring he beftowed upon
them. I do not affert that he propofed to the peo-
ple to avenge his quarrel by arms; but if they
had the folly to fly to that excefs, there was not,
mixed with his violent counfels, a whifper of
forbearance to reprefs them.

~ Mark how a man who pafled the greater por-
tion of his life in the praétice of oppofing go-
vernment, defines the excefs I criminate. ¢ To
oppofe things which are not blame-worthy, or
which are of no material confequence to the na-
tional interelt, with fuch violence as may dif-

. order
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order the "harmony of government, is certainly
faétion.”  Lord Bolinbroke obferved this rule of
patriotic decency, in combating his perfecutar,
- Sir Robert Walpole, and what has occurred to
place the Irifh oppofition above a fimilar fenfe of
propriety ? This is not the place to enter into the
1ll-treatment, this party alledge to have received
in the recall of Earl Fitzwilliam. But granting,
for argument, that they were juftly exafperated,
what 1s the apology for goading the country into
that aggregate of all mifchiefs, political intem-
perance ! Refentment ; ftale and long rankling,
and long brooded over refentment: That which
would aggravate the felon’s crime, and deprive
the fuffering murderer of compaffion ; and this
excufe is to attone for every fault ! and to advance
thefe gentlemen to the rank of patriots! Well
did the pirate reply to Alexander : Tam led to
death becaufe 1 rob in a fingle veflel ; you who
plunder at the head of an army, are an hero.

I have extended my preliminary obfervations to
fome length, in order to embrace the political
merits of the party and the leader. Thefe pre-
tenflons are fo much diffufed through Mr. Grat-
tan’s addrefs, fo often and fo oﬁematiouﬂy infi-
nuated, that I preferred to place the fubjeé& un-
der a fingle point of view, and clofe the account
with his hints, his'boafts, and his allufions. Let
thele gentlemen withdraw from the fervice of the
ftate.  Perhaps they imagine that in politics, as
1n love, 2

—Silence denotes more woe
‘Phan words, tho' ne'er fo witty,
The beggar who is dumb, vou know,
Deferves a double pity.

Let them try what dumb fhew may effelt ;
they have played off in vain their political fleights
‘ and
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and monkey tricks. They over-rate their capaci-
ty to govern, and the opinion which univerfally
prevails on the {ubject of that capacity, when
. they expect that the longing eyes of Ireland will
ever turn to their retreat, or that her parriotic
voice will fummon them to relinquith it. I
hold in view, whilft I exprefs this fentiment, even
the ruinous and improbable events which our
fanguine reformers never ceafe to look to, as the
end and object of their labour. Mr. Grattan and
his friends will have the plaudits of the ftaunch
republicans, whillt they endeavour to embarrafs
government. The earlier revolutionifts are toa
fubtle not to perceive, that eloquent men, to
whom the public willingly liften, and who are
not ferupulous as to what they tell it, may by
diffufing fpeculations and difcontents, difpofe
the people to receive their own doétrines. Thefe
perfons will encourage fuch ufeful precurfors of
their miflion; but, when the afliftance becomes
unneceflary, they will not hefitate to thew them
the propriety of yielding to political mafters,
““ the latches of whofe thoes they would be found
unworthy to unloofe.”

When Mr. Grattan, in the year 1782, aQed as
the minifter of the Irifh people, and both the
original tie of duty, and the recent obligation
conferred on him by his country, fhould have
concurred in inducing him to exercife that func-
tion with accurate fidelity, he could not be ig-
norant in' what manner the government of Ireland
was like to be conduéted. He ought at once to
have produced his conflitutional budget, and fuf-
fered the people to fit down to their induftry. He
muft have been aware at that time, (for every
noviee in politics knew the fa&) that no minifter
gould pretend to manage the concerns of a flate,
unlefs a majority of the legiflative body concur-

' red
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red in the general propriety of his meafures. He
muft have been aware too, that if his conftitution
of 82 added any thing to the importance of the
Irith Parliament, the co-operation of a majority
became more eflential to the minifter. Sull neo
propofal was made by him to diminifh the in-
fluence of the crown ; nor did /he appear anxi-
ous to infufe a greater portion of popular-fpirit
into the Houfe of Commons. He therefore either
crifles with his country now, or he did {o on the
former occafion. Either he exaggerates the in-
convenience of our parliamentary conftitution
at prefent, by reprefenting it as a_mifchief that
cries for vengeance and correftion; or he exte-
nuated it #hen, when he acquiefced in it as a
good inftitution, or at the utmoft, as only ble-
mifhed with venial imperfetions. When the
confidence of the crown was withdrawn from him-
felf, Mr. Grattan’s perception grew inftantane-
oufly more acute, and he difcovered excefs and
mifapplication in the influence of the Sovereign;
—he produced a fecond projeft of conftitution;
not his prefent indifpenfable efifentials, reform
and emancipation ; but what the party denomi-
nated the internal reform of the Houfe of Com-
mons. Irith Liberty was not yet made to confift
in the exclufion of the King’s confidential minif-
ters, from any concern in the affairs of this mem-
ber of the empire. No ; the cant of the party was
to aflimilate the Irith to the Englith conftitu-
tion. ~Grant, faid they, this reafonable boon, and
a found and falutary government will neceffarily
be the confequence. The means to attain an end
fo heﬁrable were {pecifically ftated.—Thefe were
to limit the penfion lift, to exclude penfioners
from Parliament, to regulate and reftri¢t the ad-
miffion of placemen into that affembly, and to
eitablifh a refponfibility in certain officers for

the
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the iffue of public money. Here again the poli-
tical integrity of Mr. Grattan and his party fails;
either he was on that occafion below the mark of
reafonable regulation, or he is far beyond that
point at prefent. The fervants of the crown uot-
bid him 1n the article of conceflions. Befide ac-
ceding to the internal reform propofed by Mr.
Gratian’s friends, they extended the privileges of
the ‘Catholics beyond what that people had ever
propofed*. They eafed the poorer orders of the
hearth-tax : they gave up for the benefit of the

public,

* I quote the following paffages from refolutions of the
eneral committee of the Catholics, dated 4th Feb. 1792,

dward Byrne, Efg; in the chair, figned Richard M‘Cor-
mick, fecretary. Thefe refolutions are prefixed to an ad-
drefs from the general committee, publifhed by P, Byrne,
1792. ‘ i
* Refolved, That the committee has been informed, that
reports have been circulated, that the application of the Ca-
tholics for relief, extends to total and unlimited emancipa-
tion.

¢ That therefore we deem it neceflary to declare, that the
whole of our late application, whether to his Majefty’s mini-
fters, or to men in power, or to private members of the legif-
lature, neither did nor does contain any thing, or extend
further either in fubftance or in principle than the four fole
lowing objeéts : ,

ift. Admiflion to the profeffion and practice of the law.

2d. Capacity to ferve on county magiftracies.

3d. A right to be fummoned and to ferve on grand and
petty Juries.

4th. The right of voting in counties only for Proteftant
members of parliament; in fuch a manner, however, as
thata Roman Catholic freeholder fhould not vote, unlefs
he either rented and cultivated a farm of twenty pounds
per annum, in addition to his forty fhilling freehold, or elfe
‘poflefled afrechold to the amount of twenty pounds a vear.

I domot cite thefe paffages by way of binding the Catho-

lics to this declaration ; on the contrary, I think the points
on which the

_ y explained themfelves very injudicioufly {elett-
ed’; but the above declaration was miade in 17292, In ‘vyq1,

Mr. Habart brought in a bill, by which all the above privi-
leges were conferred upon the Catholics, and in addition,

the
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public, that part of the hereditary revenue which
his Majefty held, as a kind of private property,
by a tenure ftrictly legal, but, according to.mo-
dern principles of government, unconftitutional.
On Mr. Grattan’s other cardinal merit, the eman-
cipation, as he chufes to call it, of the Catho-
lics, every man’s recolleGtion will fupply re-
marks nearly analogous. Mr. Grattan had on
fome occafions, delivered in obfcure hints and
oracular ambiguities, fo much of his fentiments
as fufficed to prove, that he had made up his
mind upon this queftion, and that he confidered
the political interefts of Ireland to be crufhed
beneath the depreflion of the Catholics. Mr.
George Ponfonby had not yet feen the vifion
which produced his miraculous converfion, chang-
ing him, like Saul, from a perfecutor to an
apofile. I am not entering here into a difcuffion
of what path the ftate ought to purfue, or ought
heretofore to have purfued in the matter of the
Catholics. I propofe merely to relate an hifto-
rical fa&, and to deduce from thence an obvious
inference. That perfon who profefled himfelf
to be the man of the people, and who was bound
by his fituation to devote himfelf with peculiar -
affiduity to the public welfare, difcerned a fet
of regulations which, whilft they prefled with

peculiar

the franchife of voting at eledtions was given to them with-
out reftri®ion, and they were made capable te hold civil
offices with few exceptions. In 1795 and gb, Parliament
gave 21,000l to found a coliege for the education of the
Catholic clergy. In 1797 Mr, Grattan and a multitude of
fubordinate agitators, have the modefty and candor to in-
firué that people, that the few fubfifting reftrictions con.
ftitute a burden fo intolerable, as to juftify the moft outra-
geous difcontent.  And that inftead of trying the effects of
time, temper, and negociation, they thould fcek to redrefs
their inconvenience by fubverting tne conftitution, and let-
ting in the mifchiefs of demucracy,
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peculiar grievance on a particular defcription
of his fellow-citizens, were detrimental to the
caufe of liberty, and weakened the effects of
public fpirit through the entire community.
Such muft have been the decided opinion of Mr.
Grattan, when about fifteen years ago he deliver-
ed that celebrated apophthegm, ¢ the Irifh Pro-
teftant can never be free until the Catholic ceafes
to be aflave;” yet he then made no effort as a
member of Parliament to relieve the Catholics,
he publithed not any addrefs, out of Parliament,
to cheer their hopes, or to difpel the prejudices
entertained againit them. His anfwer will pro-
bably be, that the time was not fit for the ex-
periment. I reply, that Mr. G. might have cre-
ated the occafion; for lefs men than Mr. G. cre-
ated it. I reply, that if this'was the intereft of
Ireland, or if he thought it to be fuch, he ought
to have created the occafion, and afted in the
grievance of millions, with the hazardous zeal
he now affe@s to feel for the inconvenience of
hundreds. But in this, as in his other aéts, he
confulted not the welfare of Ireland, but of
his party. There is on record a charge againit
him by that part of the Catholics, whom he
denominates the moft ¢ popular and energetic,”
by which he is reprefented, in the year 1792,
to have been unwilling to prefent their petitivn
to parliament®*. Now the difference, in the ftate
of the Catholics, is worth noting, between that

former

* 4 The Catholics of Ireland, conftituting at the loweft
“ theee-fourths of the inhabitants of the kingdom, had not
¢ Yfuflicient influence to induce any ome member of Parlia-
¢ meptto bring intheir petitions.”— See vindication of the
caufe of the Catholics, ordere. to be publified by the general com-
miitee, at @ mecting held December 7th, 1 292.—=Sigred Edward
Shiely, Chaivman, Richard M Cormick, Secretary. Pages 1 and

. @, printed lly H. Fitzpah ick.
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former period when Mr. Grattan was a fupine
fpeflator of their grievance, and this prefent time
that he 1s at fo much pains to prove 1t oppreflive
and 1ntolerable. =~ They were then barely per-
mitted to purchafe land, but excluded from every
political franchife, from every office, from every
profeflion. They are incapable at prefent to fit
in either houfe of parliament, or to hold any
of about thirty great offices of ftate. They are
free to engage in every profeffion; and with
thefe enumerated exceptions, are capable of every
franchife and promotion enjoyed by their fellow-
citizens. The {yftem of popery laws to which
Mr. Grattan was indifferent, affeted every man
of the millions who compofe the Catholic body ;
the reftri¢tions, he fo warmly refents, may affeét
about one hundred individuals at the utmoft.
A college is now maintained by government for
their clergy, who then were fcattered round
Europe in {earch of education. Yet this ftate of
things is called ¢ profeription,” by the man who
never meddled in redrefs until the meafure was
forced upon him; by the party, of whom the
major number oppofed the great and ferious
emancipation of the Catholics, whilft their op-
pofition was of any moment to retard it*. And
this ¢ profeription,” as they term it, is to juf-
tify ¢ the deep-rooted and eftablifhed difcontent
and jealoufy,” which they find to exift, I pre-
fume, among the noify and turbulent, and mif-
chievous men, whom by a fort of ele&ive at-
traltion in their own chara&ter, they fele& for

their

* T .need not remind my reader, that the gent'emen in
the Ponfonby intereft, {poke and voted againft the Catholics
until 1793, and then only changed, on the adminiftration
declaring iufelf in favour of that people. In the purfuit of
popelarity, they found it inconvenient to be left behind on
a popular queftion,
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their political confederates. ~ For fhame, Mr.
‘Grattan,. to prefent yourfelf eternally mourning
over the tomb of a departed difcontent, or dref-
fing up a fidtitious grievance for popular delufion.

Vixque tenet lacrymas, guia nil lacrymabile cernit.

In general defign and obje&ts, the councils
of Ireland muft neceflarily coincide with thofe
of the fame fovereign in the other member of
the Britith confederacy. The combination of
the countries would otherwife be a {cheme,
not of mutual affiltance, but of debility. Free-
dom does not, in the mind of any rational man,
confift in eternal fquabbles with ourrulers. Itis
only the pun&ilious vanity of a mean chara&er,
that catches at enchroachment, or difrefpect
among the ordinary unmeaning offices of life,
and thinks independence languifthes, when it is
not arrogantly difplayed or captioufly afferted.
This doctrine of national concurrence, (the influ-
ence of Great Britain Mr. Grattan now chufes to
call it), cannot be novel to that gentleman. No
man ever reduced it to prattice on a more exten-
five feale than he did when minifter, although at
prefent out of power, and likely to continue fo,
his imagination peoples it with hobgoblins. I do
think, that the temper of thefe times is likely to
lead us, in the intercourfe with Great Britain, ra-
ther to an extreme of jealoufy than ofacquiefcence.
I think of the evils, that the lefs dangerous and
the moreeafily repaired is the latter; and per-
haps Mr.Grattan may be of the fame opinion ;
for to that fide, when he was in power, was the
inclination of his errors. He chufes at this day
to confound the influence of the crown in mat-
ters“of " internal police, with the commercial
bickerings which neceflarily muft arife between

¥ the
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the trading interefts of Great Britain and Ireland,
and from the circumftance of his Majefty’s refi-
dence in the fifter country, to call the law of the
land a foreign yoke—to call aéts of Parliamentto
prevent pillage, a {fubmiflion to foreign influence;
and to qualify with the name of tyranny, t the ne-
ceflary precautions of the executive government
to check a deluding fpirit of revolution. I never
underftood that the aétual prefence of the fove-
reign; was neceflary to authorife felf-prefervation.
Treafon was punifhed, and the change of govern-
ment prevented, whilft William the Third was
abfent in his wars ; and laws were enforced when
George the Second, or George the Firft, were
on their refpettive vifits to Hanover. Yet En-
gland never complained of fuch neceflary aés of
authonty, as oppreflive. With equal propriety,
becaufe the fovereign, under whofe fanétion in-
frations of law are punifhed, happens to live
out of Ireland, the tran{portation of a fheep-fteal-
cr or the execution of an highwayman, might be
denounced, moft ﬂorldly, a facrifice to foreign do-
minion or to foreign prejudices; but I am at
prefent on the fubje&t of confiftency.

Whillt I endeavour to warn my country
¢ againft the errors of thofe who are honeft, and
the machinations of thofe who are. not,” it re-
quires apology to trifle by the detail of any man’s
political verfatility. Queltions thataffet the mo-

rals and happinefs of mankind, are to be examin-
ed on their own merits; and when I had proved
Mr. Grattan to be the verieft weathercock, that
ever was placed on a political edifice, it might
well'be replied, grant him to be mutable as Pro-
teus, I require an anfwer to his argument. Rea-
fonmg fhall have the reply to which it is entitled ;
but the addrefs to the citizens of Dublin confifts
principally of counfels and affertions, fuch as are

frequently
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frequently taken on the credit of the advifer and
relator. It is allowable to warn the nation, that
this perfon does not feel the generous fympathies
he pretends to. If the man, who, calling him-
felf my bofom friend, affumes the privilege to di-
re& my condu&, appear to be actuated by liule
paflions which it does not become me to adopt,
I ought to be on my guard againft his confidence.
If I difcover that heis biafled by views, and en-
gaged in interefls in which I have no concern;
nay, if indifferent to my fate, he endeavours to
render me the inftrument of thefe paflions, and
fubfervient to thefe interefts, it is incumbent on
me to examine his opinions, with ferupulous ex-
atnefs, to require proof of the faés he ftates,
and receive his reprefentations with {ufpicion.
Little ufe fhall be made of the charge of incon-
fiftency ; butit is eflental to thew how ftrongly
it applies. Againft that wing of the oppofition
which Mr. Grattan has always led, the 1mputa-
tion is well founded ; it belongs alike to the gen-
tlemen, who follow the fortunes of Mr. Ponfonby,
—But what are the chara@lers of individuals,
when the fate of a nation, of an empire, is fub-
mitted to our judgment? Matters of fecondary
importance and frivolous inveftigation. I haften
to conclude and difmifs this uninterefting ac-
cufation. |

I pafs by the feveral patriotic effufions, that
¢ Ireland fhould ftand or fall with Great Bri-
tain,” either uttered by the author of the ad-
drefs in debate, or formally moved by him in
parliament, 1f I were to notice thefe expreffions,
it would be to praife, not to cenfure the fentiment ;
but I fhould alfo notice them to obferve, that
when fimilar declarations, and even when decla-
rations in a much higher tone, were made, under
the adminiftrations of the Duke of Portland, of

c Lord
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Lord Northington, and in part, of the Duke of

Rutland, the conflitution, which we were haugh-

tily enjoined to fupport, was lefs good, than that

we are now arrogantly invited to deftroy, by the

fubftantial emancipation of the catholics—by the

place, the penfion, and refponfibility bills *.
! Since

* Contraft with this gentleman’s recent hoftility the fol-
lowing {peech, made when he wasin better temper with him-
felf and with the government. In 1797, the Irifh Parlia-
ment is the  flave of the Englifh cabinet,”—* a humiliated
and a tame tyrant,”—-—In 1785, Mr. G. fpoke thus:

« Tt is a miftake to fay they (the volunteers) forced Parlia-
¢« ment. They ftood at the back of Parliament, and fup-
« ported its authority. - 'When they thus acted with Parli-
« ament, they afted to their own glory; but they attempted
¢ to dictate, and they became nothing.

¢« If they perfift in their folly, I'will tell them that we are
¢ the legiflature, and they the fu'jelt: an high-mertled Parlia-
“ sent will not be terrified by thefe men.”—See Irifh Parliamenta-
ry Regifter, vol. iv. p.237.  The inaccuracy of reporters
does not here come into queftion, as this gentleman is under-
ftood ufually to dire the publication of his {peeches.

Speaking on the navigation aé in the year 1787, he {ays,
< T am againft advancing on that fubjeét ; I do not wiflto
¢ make new points with England. There are fome things
« might be better adjufted ; but I would leave that adjuft-
« ment to temper and time.”  Irith Parl. Debates, vol. vil

w301, ‘ 53]

B I3n the fame fpeech, after an hiftorical retrofpeét to the
former ftate of the two countries, he proceeds-— Thus you
¢ ftond, or nearly thus, vntil the fettlement of 1779; here
« the two nations came to an honourable explanation, in
¢ which the charafers of both were raifed, and in which,
“ coupled with the feitlement of 1782, their animofiiies were
¢ buried for ever.,”  1bid. p. 330.

1 thould efteem it a very contemptible fpecies of cavilling,
to fix upon expreflions delivered in the warmth of debate,
obiter difta,.  But it is obvious, that the paflages I have here
{eleted, cofitain certain principles, the apparent refult of
deliberation. Let this language be compared with the gene-
ral tenonof Mr.Grattan’s addrefs in 1797 ; and be it re-
membered, that the fecond fpeech I quote, was pronounced
;above a year after the =ra of the propofitions, to which he
sternally recurs. At a time too, when, from among the
¢ political meafures, of which we cannot fo well exprafs

St oear
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* Since the independence of Ireland was claimed
at this fide, and acknowledged by Great Britain,
I recolleét a fingle inftance of the furrender of na-
tional privileges. Itwas unlooked for, unfolicit-
ed, withoutd&l, and without compenfation.
Mr. Gratan was the perfon, who made this vo-
luntary oblation ; and he made it at a moment,
when he affeéted to combine the chara&ers of mi-
nifter of the Crown, and agent for the people.
He maintained under Lord Fitzwilliam’s govern-
ment, that Great Britain being engaged in a war,
it merely was left to Ireland to contribute her
afiftance, without pretenfion to advife, or with-
out a right of cenfure over the motives or ma-
nagement. - In the profecution of this dotrine,
he oppofed an addrefs to his majefty, to recom-
mend a peace, which was moved by Mr. Duquery.
And the cabinet of St. James, the humiliated
¢« and tame tyrant” of his exhibition in 1797, hap-
pens to be compofed of precifely the fame indi-
viduals, to whom in the year 1795, he prefented
the brightet gem in the parliamentary indepen-
dence of his country.

Ubi tunc Mezentius acer, et ifta
Effera vis: anim.

If Ireland were only the ally of Great Britain,
it would coft her little to make this facrifice ; the
€2 might

¢« our deteftatiop as by recital,” (Addrefs, p. 19.) the fol-
jowing merited as much, as at any time fubfequent, the ap-
pellation of grievances. ¢ The propofitions—the new taxes
¢« without the trade—the new debt, notwithftanding the new
¢ taxes—the furrender of Eaft India trade for the re-export
« trade—the refufal of the re-export trade without fuch
¢ barrer—the inequality of the channel trade—the prefent
¢ Provincial cariff i1l fufféred to obtain between the two
¢ tountries.” I tranferibe the catalogue: not thatl think
any one item in it deferves notice, but merely to fhew, that
granting him the full advantage of all his arguments, he has
Jarfed his tone without any alteration of circumftances.
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might diffolve the compa& whenever the burden
became difproportionate to the advantage. Tem-
porary convenience alone binds diftinét flates ;
and whilft that convenience is not expofed to
hazard, any member of a confcderacy may per-
form his ftipulations, without adverting to the po-
licy or management of the other. The prudence
or juftice of the American conteft could never be
a2 queftion with the {ubfidized powers of Germa-
ny. But the cafe of treaties can never be, with
propriety, applied to the connexion of Ireland
with Great Britain.  Both nations are combined
into a fingle monarchy, indiffoluble by the law
of their political exiftence. We myft follow the
fortunes of the empire. If warfare be impru-
dently undertaken, or injudicioufly conduéted,
the calamities are fevere, by which we muft ran-
fom the indiferetion. Are the ills of war, no-
thing, that our parliament thould be bound not
to weigh the neceflity, againft the calamities of
hottility ? Do the relations of peace or enmity,
and all the diplomatic intercourfe of his majefty’s
minifters with foreign flates, fit fo lightly on the
trade and general welfare of Ireland, that we ma

renounce the conftitutional jurifdi@ion of the
legiflative bodies on thefe fubje&ts? To affert this
privilege could ereate no jealoufy; the crown,
the minifters, the people of England recognize us
in pofiefion of it. .In the exercife it is impor-
tant, in the enjoyment it is unenvied. The care
of our appropriate concerns being no longer a
charge upon the parliament of Great Britain,
where are they to find protection, if that of Ire.
land declines to intermeddle ? This parliamenta-
ry prerogative of Ireland did My, Grattan ¢« leave,
“ to look upon the hideous god of war ip difad-
vaniage”” Here, indeed, was the colony or pro-
vincial government, the obje& of his frequent

and
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and flippant farcafm ; the danger and difgrace, he
pretends and deprecates, but which never was fo
much to be apprehended, as when his own hand
attempted to pluck, from his country’s brow, the
charalteriftic of her independence. ° In imperial
concerns, the author of the addrefs finks Ireland
into a provinee, whilft, by fomenting petty jea-
loufies, frivolous or unfounded in their origin,
he feeks on other occafions to provoke her into a
peevith rivalfhip with Great Britain.

Mutual forbearance muft be in many refpeéts,
a prevailing principle, in the connexion of the
Britifh kingdoms. The end of the combination
is the firength of the entire— the means are the
harmony of the parts. Under the prote&tion of
that imperial firength, focial happinefs ripens,
and profperity and comfort, the refult of fecuri-
ty, are diftributed through all claffes of the in-
lelﬁrious. Sacrifices muft on many occafions be
made, and there are many circumftances that de-
ferve it. Independent nations, with diftin& le-
giflatures, united under one head, the conflitution
of each ina greatdegree popular, the {pirit of the
people yet more fo than their inftitutions, confti-
tute that political anomaly, the Britifh empire.
It requires no ordinary prudence to combine ma-
terialsthus difcordant.” We ought to applaud the
temperate wifdoni of a ftatefman, who forbore to
open controverfies, which it would provedifficult
to allay, and dangerous to irriiate, I did for
this reafon ‘applaud Mr. Grattan, when he de-
termined “ not to make new points with England,
*“ but to leave fome matters to be adjufted by time
“ and temper.” He  of late has thought betrer
““ of that do&trine.” The maxim of judicious for-
bearance no longer finds a place among his rules
of policy. Afier having relinquifhed the dignity
and public weal of Ireland without neceflity, he

brings
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brings now unfeafonable and unfounded aceufati-.
ons againft the connexion : and will Ireland fufter
itfelf to be guided by a man, thus convictedof
ufing no other rule of political conduét,. but.the
convenience of the faétion he has adopted, and
who capricioufly plays off his grievances; as it
fuits their purpofe to foothe or to exafperate?
The Party firuck on this expedient, of adopt-
ing the war without difcuflion, in order to leave
open a back door for their return into oppofition,
whenever the coutfe of their cabals and intrigues
fhould render a relapfe into invective advifeable.
Probably too they felicitated the dexterous ma-
noeuvre. ~ Miferable, - petty-fogging fubterfuge,
unworthy the pretenfion to liberal and extended
principles ! we fubmit to war, as to a calamity
rendered inevitable by the turbulent ambition
of mankind. But in thefe iflands, our focial ar-
rangements do not, require of usto fubmit to it,
without ferutiny. It 1s given to the fovereign to
judge on what occafions the honor and interefts
of his fubje@s are tobe vindicated or protected at
the expence, the inconvenience, and the perils of
hoftility. This prerogative is facred, and is wifely
held fo. It.is well, that the head of the ftate
wields the power of the community, which he
reprefents in foreign relarions, and the executive
government is more competent than popular af-
femblies to employ it judicioudly, and in proper
feafon. On Parliament that privilegeis conferred,
which a popular affembly is fitto exercife. They
difcufs the motives, which induced his majefty’s
minifters to advife a war, and may cenfure, if
they fee oceafion, the indifereet abufe of authori-
ty in provokingit. I believe no Britith minifter,
no Britifh individual, ever imagined that Ireland,
a co-independent member of the monarchy, was
to abftain from this cenforial jurifdiction. lei-
ther
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ther do I fuppofe thatany man on earth could
think the co-operation of the Irifh people more
cordial, or the concurrence of the Irifh Parliament
more valuable, becaufe the legiflature of this king-
dom took the merits of the war on hearfay. A {pi-
rited enquiry into the occafion of 1t, and a fair ex-
pofal of the motives and caufes, that preduced hof-
tilities, could not, at leaft, have weakened the
effe& of national and parliamentary approbation.

As we have had occafion to notiee the exifting
war, it will not be irrelevant to offer fome remarks
on it. When Mr. Grattan was defirous to animate
the Irifh againft the foe of Great-Britain, he de-
livered very highly-finithed inveltives againft
their irreligion and bad government. That fiyle
he now unbecomingly changes for applaufe, and
fomething very near to approbation. I fhall avoid
either extreme, in vindieating the propriety of the
conteft we are engaged in. The warhas ceafed to
be popular in Ireland.. The attempt to invade
this kingdom produced ferious and unpleafant
~confequences, and we ftill are fore from them.
Circulation {tagnated of courfe, when the monied
men were intimidated. It was dreaded that ano-
ther attempt might prove more fuccefsful. In
that, apprehenfion many hoarded their property,
and diminifhed their confumption ; trade felt the
check of demand ; and manufa&turers were necef-
farily left without employment. The malcon-
tents, who aboundin every country, eagerly drew-
an omen of future fuccefs even from the baffled
enterprize. With the elevation of their hopes,
their activity redoubled ; but idlenefs, and the
interruption of induftry, proved more effettuval
to procure them profelytes. The boldnefs of the
enemy has been unparralleled ; his fuccefs rapid
and brilliant. Combining whatever was advanta-
geous to himfelf, in the two focial extremes of re-
hinement and ferocity, he brandifhed with the moft

dexterous
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dexterous hand the moft formidable “weapon.

- Attila, or Alaric, or Ghengis Khan, might have

been refifted with fuccefs, if feience had encoun-

tered them ; but here was the moft accomplifhed

proficiency to direct an overruling defperation.
Great Britain has been viftorious on her favou-

rite element; but by land the war has proved dif-

altrous to her allies. Vidrix caufa diis placuit.

However the fickle multitude, or changeable po-

litician, may vary with events, principles guide

the refleting mind. In the immutable nature of
things, it will difcern the juftification of the moft

neceflary conteft we have maintained finee the Re-

volution. The author of the addrefs talks lighly,
Jeeringly—TI rather thould fay, of the attempt of
our minifters to check the enemy in Brabant.

But let me inform him, that the Britith minifter
who did not make the awempt, ought to anfwer
to his country with the molt fevere penalties. = 1

conceive, that to oppofe the annexation of Flan-

ders to the government of France, was very little

fhort of combating for our own fafety. From the
days of Queen Elizabeth, to the prefent time,

this has been the known and invariable policy of
England. ,

I have before me the authority of two ftatefmen,
cither of whom I'may venture to quote againft
Mr. Grattan. The Duke de Sully, in the reafons
he gave to Henry the fourth, againft taking the
Flemifh provinces, under the dominion of France,
nfifts on this, “ in whatever manner we may dif-
¢ guife our intention, it will infallibly bring
“ England upon us, as foon as we feem defirous
“ of getting a footing, and making an eftablith-
“ ment in the Low Countries,” Sir Wm. Tém-
ple is yet more explicit ; fpeaking of the progrefs
of France after the peace of Nimeguen, and the

‘means that power poffeffed to become mafter of
Flanders,
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Flanders, he fays, ¢ After which (the redué&ion
“ of the great cities of Flanders) all the reft muft
“ follow, and thereby Holland be lefi to take
““ what meafures they can with France, and be.
‘“ comeat beft a maritime province to thatcrown :
““ though perhaps under the name of a free flate
““ for fear of difpeopling their country, but with
* [fuch dependance as wili leave France upon occa fion
“ the ufe both of their [bips and money in other
““ parts. Whenever this happens, what condition
““ England will be left in upon fuch an increafe
““ of the French territory, and land, as well as
““ naval power, is ealy to conjeéture, but hard
*“ how it can be prevented, otherwife than by our
*‘ vigorous conjunéture of counfels, as well as
“ interefls with all the late confederates. And
“ by a firm union between the court and the
nation upon one common bottom, both at home
“ and abroad, and chiefly for the prefervation of
““ Flanders againft the French defigns*.”

Let the foes of the moft refpetable empire,
that the world has yet {een, rejoice, if they
think proper, that the effort to countera& this for-
midable dominion proved ineffeual. But, whilft
France was making fuch ftrides to the acquifition
of an extent of territory, and a degree of power
more than alarming 1o the liberties of Europe,
particularly fo to our independence, no Britifh
minifter could confiftently with the duties of his
fituation, have withheld “the interference of his
fovereign. .

" The war broke out with France, whillt the
Briffotine fattion poffeffed the government. We
are not ignorant of the defigns of that party upon
the ftates of Europe. We have under their hands

the
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ad Vol. Temple's Works——Memoirs Srom 1679,
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the particularkindnefs they intended for Ireland®.
They were by far more formidable to :he wranquil-
lity of mankind, than the fanguinary men of in-
ferior talents who fucceeded to them., Like our
reformers, they were fpeculative perfons, who
took their models and their leffons, from every
thing, except the human heart and.character.
Wit, learning, eloguence and ingehuity quali-
fied them, in an eminent degree, to give extenfive
currency to the opinions, they propofed to cir-
. culate. = The proje&t of this party was to excite,
in every ncighbouring nation, a jealoufy of the
People againft the Government; whilft France
was to be fet up, as the grand model of improve-
ment, and arbiter of all differences. Her Gene-
rals were direéted, by a decree of the convention,
not to hefitate at throwing in the gallic {word,
where the balance vibrated flowly to the fide of
infarre@ion. In the contemplation of this defign,
the Republicans were defirous to amufe the
Britith government by an infidious . appearance
of peace. It was their intereft to diflemble
their fubtle views of hoftility for fome time, in
order to keep the communication open.. They
were by that means better enabled to intrigue
with the difaffe&ted, and to propagate their doc-
trines by the ¢ excellent writings,” of which
Mr. Briffot exprefles himfelf with very animated
approbation. Was it for our minifters, having a
clear infight into their defigns, to be dupes of the
artifice ? Certainly not ; and I{hall never confi-
der the war to have been without an objeét and

an

* Briffut, in his addrefs to his conflituents, laying open
the means France poffefed of annoying the neighbouring
X y -

powers, fays :—“ We might difturb England by exciting
“ ferments in her bofom; in Ireland, which is j-alous; in
« Scoidand, which is difcontented;” and again, ¢ Ireland,
¢ whofe movements to liberty we were bound to encourage.”
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an-advantage, if by it, the fiery fpirit of cabal
which the revolution generated in Krance, was
compelled to rage within its own bofom ; andif,
whilft that revolution pafled through fo many ec-
centric movements, we were kept aloof from its
contact. A man muft indeed approve of the con-
ftitution, who thinks the protection of it, againft
foreign intrigue and domeftic confpiracy, a fufhei-
@tinducement to go to war.' That complaifance
' &innot be expeéted from perfons, whofe firft with
is to overturn the government, and who confider
peace or war, as elther may facilitate the enter-
prife. One option alpne remained to the Britith
government, to chufethetime of attack, ortoleave
that ele@ion to the enemy *. " A feeble adminiftra-
tion might have looked on, whilft France felected
herground, and prepared herfelfatleilure. Ireland
would probably then have become the theatre of
war, and its property-have anticipated the facri-
fice of that of Holland and of Belgium. It was
the objett  of ‘Franee to protratt a ftate of infidi-
ous neutrality ; Great Britain preferred open war-
fare. ./ <% '

But wars, I prefume, are to ceafe under the
Haleyon days of the reform of parliament.
¢« The Englifh wars of the next century,” fays
Mr. Grattan, ¢ will have the fame effeét as the
Englith prohibition of the laft—they will annihi-
late the trade of Ireland ;” and he propofes his
panaceaof ‘a popular conftitution, to remedy the
evil.. Rare expedient! when we are at variance
among ourfelves, foreigners will leok peaceably
onl the contentions of the world will ceafe to
moleft us, when we fhall have feparated from

o Great
* It is notorious that privateers were preparing in the

French ports to intercept our trade, before there was any
pretence for hoftility.
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Great Britain! I am not fo fanguine as to expe,
that the century which now opens, will pafs dif-
ferently from that which is juft gone by.  There
will be wars, whilft there is among men, a dif-
pofition to ufe power for any purpofe, or to re-
gulate it by any rules, but thofe: of juftice. A
ftate muft in proportion to its opulence, and
external traffic, fubmit to the expence and in-
convenience of warfare, as a man of extenfive
cftate, or a merchant, of dealings widely dif-
fufed, is more expofed to law-fuits, thana com-
mon mechanic or day  labourer. But how the
change of our conftitution, to-a more popular
form, is to affuage the hoftile propenfities of
other nations. Freally cannot comprehend. Per-
haps itis expe&ed that, by attending rather to
politics than induftry, we may become too poor
to have any obje& to contend for. The pre-
caution is infufficient ; even poverty, eveén natu-
ral fterility is not competent to fecure a land
from aggreflion. The love of rule, or love of
acquifition, ftimulates adventurers, and renders
it incumbent to make, at leaft defenfjve prepa-
rations. Two or three fcore of hunters, who range
over as many Lundred miles of ~wildernefs,
will thed their blood in attempting, in.repelling,
or inavenging an intrufion. When the Oftmen
invaded this land, they had little befide the glory
of the atchievement to attra& them ; nor could
the inducements of Henry the fecond have been
more alluring. It is indeed a vulgar artifice to
impofe on fimple men by promifing an exemp-
tion from unavoidable accidents. That fyftem
of focial arrangement is preferable, and deferves
as fuch to be cultivated, which beft enables us
to bear the ills, and to improve the advantages,
annexed by heaven to our fituation. Our yici.
nity to Great Britain, renders combination wi]ith

er
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her moft eafy, and hoftility moft inconvenient.
Placed between the old and new worlds, the
fituation of this ifland renders it of too much im-
portance in the modern political fyftem, not to
attraét the attention of the great European powers.
We could not, unnoticed by them, withdraw
from the conne@ion with Great Britain. With-
out the aid of fome of them, the {eparation, could
never be effefted. France is that power moft

likely to promote the enterprize ; fhe is alfo that
- power from whom it is moft chimerical to expe&
difinterefted interference. What fimpleton ex-
pedts to fee the conquerors of Italy, the Rhine,
the Meufe and Sambre, floop to the alliance of
independent Ireland? It cannot be ; there can
exift between us and them no other relation, but
that of fuperior and fubordinate. Combined with
Britain, we may contribute to controul the ambi-
tion of France. ~But fuppofe the force of England
diminifhed by the alienation of Ireland, what
barrier, what obftacle can we oppole to avoid re-
cetving the difates of a mafter from the arrogant
Republic? Believe it, my countrymen, our com-
plaints would not then be of theoretical ills, and
fancied degradation, |
. Laddrefs myfelf o opinions, which I know to
- be diffeminated through Ireland, although no

man darés to avow them ; and I addrefs them with
the more zeal, becaufe I forefee that, if thefe
opinions thould unforturately prevail, in the pur-
fuit of greater independence than our fitvation
admits, we fhould forfeit that independence we
poflefs, are competent to manage, and prize fo de-
fervedly; we thould forfeit that profperity, which
for above thirty years back, heaven, with'a boun-
teous hand, has thowered upon this ifland. T
know the. author of the addrefs is above being
an.emiflary of France ; bur I know that Frapce

/ hag
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has her emiffaries at hand, to hunt down the game
he ftarts. I know he is no more than a fplenetic,
incautious politician, who takes this method to
revenge his difappointment; but what avail his
motives, if the pradtical confequence of his pro-'
ceedings be, to render the people four and un-
happy, under a condition, which deferves'to ‘be
“reputed comfortable and convenient; andif he
difpofe them to receive with avidity the novel-
ties, which fo many incendiaries, lefs compe-
tent to perfuade, are ready to prefent to -them.
A {uccefsful invafion by the French could
never be a matter of irdifference to any order
of people in Ireland. ~ Gran, however 1mpro-
bable, that thelr troops abftained from the dif-
orders to which men are prone,»who hold arms
in their hands, who invade a foreign country,
and who conquer. Still no man could expe&t
to fubfift by the profit of land, the fale of goods,
 or mechanic employment. If on the approach
of an enemy to the coalft, obftru&ed circulation
was feverely felt through all the community ;
if ftruck with terror at the feeble manifeftation
of revolutionary propenfities, monied people
clofed their purfes and contraéted their expen-
ces, what confequences might be looked for on
an alual change of government ?

But the miferies of @ revolution would be recom-
penfed by is fubfequent advantages. That pofition
I deny.. France never would truft to political
gratitude for the friendfhip of a country fo im-
portant to her as Ireland. She would reduce
is to the condition of a dependance. To fub-
due Treland, and retain the conqueft, 1s not more
expenfive in effort and exertion, than to expel the
influence of England. = We are too remote from
France to beleft at our own difcretion,” and yet

-~ fufficientdy
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fufficiently contiguous, if fhe were once efta-
blifhed, to be eafily overpowered on any at-
tempt to fhake off her dominion. Here the quef-
flion is narrowed to a fingle point. Taking in-
to confideration all the circumiftances, in which
Ireland is placed, which is it more for her inte-
reft to be a member of the Britith monarchy, or a
dependance on the French Republic? The moft
obvious dictates of national pride, and common
fenfe, direct the option in favour of our prefent
political eftablithment. As England could il
{pare the fubtraction of the force of Ireland from
the common ftock of imperial energy’; and as
our ftrength bears fome proportion to that of
Great Britain, but none to that of France, we
are certain to procure a greater degree of refpe&t
from the former than the latter. " And with (hat
itate we are equally certain to live more upon
a footing of equality, than with any power pof-
fefled of opulent and extenfive continental do-
minions. I do therefore as an Irifhman main-
tain, that the connexion eftablithed upon liberal
terms, between Ireland and Great Britain, even
taken with its contingent inconveniencies, is the
fyftem beft calculated to promote the opulence
and happinefs of my eountry, and to preferve is
internal and external ftrength, without which
cither of the former bleflings would be only
fugitive and tranfitory enjoyments.

It will be faid that France has not treated Hol-
land, and the Ttalian Republics, with the aufter.
ty of conqueft I reprefent her likely to exercife
in Ireland.  'Whillt Buonaparte remains at the
head of his army in Jtaly, creating ftates and par-
celling out territories, the independence and li-
berty of the Cifpadane, or Tranfalpine Republics,
can only be mentioned with ridicule. Some great
men probably have been made in that country,

and
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and afew great men perhaps might be created
amidft the calamities of Ireland; but nothing
which has happened can authorife a conclufion,
that an improvement in the condition of the peo-
ple has taken place, either in their individual ca-
pacity, or their corporate charafter as mations.
The pofleflion of Ireland would open to the French,
views of maritime and commercial convenience,
which Italy does not prefent to them; but ftill
have they not effe&ively eftablithed in Italy thar,
which we prognofticate them likely to attempt
in Ireland ¢ They have organized local govern-
ments, all fubordinate to the main dehgn of
their own aggrandizement.

If France affefts to treat Holland with the at-
tentions of an ally, the difguileis too fuperficial
not to be feen through: fhe has placed Holland as
a decoy to the reft of Europe ; and fhe may ven-
ture thatftep without deviating from her obvious
policy ; for, miftrefs of Brabant, fhe can pour
troops into that country at her difcretion. Hol-
land is by confequence under the forms of in-
dependence, as completely at the difpofal of
‘France, as if fhe were governed by a French pro-
conful.

I never heard an argument offered againft the
affociation eftablifhed between Ireland and Great-
Britain, which may not be equally applied to
prove, that every parith in Europe ought to be
ere&ted into an independent government. The
queftion muft be decided either upon the princi-
ples of mere right, political expediency, or le-
gal fettlement. The firft ground of argument
proves too much ; it goes to divide Canterbury
from York, Connaught from Leinfter. It would
prove the ancient provincial principalities of
France, to be preferable to the one and indivifi-
' " fd - ble
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ble government, which for centuries had been {ub-
flituted. It proves the Saxon heptarchy fuperi:
or to the monarchy of Britain; and the petty
fepts, which devaftated Ireland by their eternal
collifion, to be a ftate of fociety preferable to the
uniform operations of a limited monarchy.  Self-
legiflation, the late adopted child of Mrt. Grattan,
and this right of every individual, (for certainly
it extends fo far) to fubmit to fuch political re=
ulations, as he judges proper, are both filiations
i'om the fame parent ftock ; both have been
vaunted equally by unquiet politicians, in their
endeavours to win the favour of the multitude;
and both equally refuted by thebayonet, when
the deluded people propofed to realize their fpe-
culation. I fpeak of the moft popular govern-
ments that ever exifted—America and France.
How often have the guillotine and fufil marked,
in the latter country, the line of duty and obe-
dience, which no refraltory fubjet fhould tranf-
grefs with impunity ? It is not two years fince
Prefident Wathington ‘ordered out the continens
tal troops, to reduce certain: diftricts of Ametica;
who imagined the pradtical benefit of not paying
_ taxes, to be a part of the liberty they had ac-
quired from Great Btitain. Something in the
fame flile was Mr, Grattan’s declaration, already
quoted, made at a time, when he thought pro-
per to repiefs the fpirit of innovation, he had
himfelf excited. ¢ We will tell them, that we
are the legiflature, and they the people.” But,
that gentleman had the precaution to rebuke his
too forward difciples from under the fhelier of a
ftrong gov€rnment. Cambon and Roland, and
their coadjutors, fang the fame canticle, but with
lefs effe®; for the refources of their difcipline
were no-more than rights and virtues, felf-legif-

lation; and voluutary obedience.
D That
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That a political inftitution has exifted long,
or is firmly eftablithed, conftitutes in general a
recommendation to preferve it.  Attachments
arife.  The habits and prejudices of men affimi-
late to the fettlement they live under., Imper-
fections, where fuch exift, are gradually removed,
and people form themfelves to bear with the lefler
_inconveniencies. At the acceffion of George I.
a great, perhaps the major part of the Englith
were Jacobites. From 1715to 1745, they fup-
ported the Brunfwick family, merely to avoid -
the mifchiefs of altering the legal fettlement.
This reafoning acquites fuperior forcein the ap-
plication of it to Ireland, for nearly every man
in the nation holds his eftate by fome tenure,
derived under the connedion with Great Britain.
The firft coft of a revolution, as laid down by the
amateurs of the proje&, is fufficient to deter any
reafonable or benevolent perfon from the expe-
riment. New tribunals, new crimes to be ex-
amined, 30,000 lives, and an extenfive confifca-
tion. This too is but the peace eftablithment.
In cafe of refiftance, the calamities of war are
a feparate calculation. A war to be carried on
in this ifland, between France and England, re.
fpetively aided by the feveral Irith parties, who
would efteem it patriotifm to efpoufe the quar-
rels of either nation! Now, Ireland appears to
me that country to which peace is emphatical-
ly eflential. Hoftilities might rage in La Vendee
and in Flanders, without affeCting the interior
provinces of France ; there may even be places
in that extenfive territory, at which the com-
motions of Paris are but the idle wonder of
the hour. No fuch exemption could be expect.
ed, where an army in fourteen days march might
traverfe the entire ifland.

Credit
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Credit was not fo well eflablithed in France
as even in Ireland ; the total circulation was 1n
hard cath ; the quantity of {pecie in the country
muft neceffarily have been enormous. Within
two years after the royal authority was under-
mined by the conftituent aflembly, this vaft accu-
mulation of filver money difappeared. Have the
deluded men, who united to harafs their country
with new fchemes of government, canfidered, how
barter was to be carried on among us in fimilac
circumftances? The fpecie in Ireland does not,
1o that of Franee, bear tlie proportion of one to
one hundred. The timidity of the money-holders
is equal. -

Have thefe perfons ever turned theif fpeculations
to the fate of the many, engaged in {edentary
or handicraft occupations; who derive a com-
fortable fubfiftance from fupplying wants; which
nobody would think of gratifying, under a fluc-
tuation or precarious eftablifhment? let them join,
reply the democrats, in the effettive fervice of the
revolution. But the moft inquifitive pillage, of
our Irith opulence, could not maintain for
twelve ‘months the bhands whom difturbance
would throw into idlenefs. And how are you
to difpofe of thofe, whom age or fex incapaci-
tates ? In thelcheme of felf-legiflation, what place
will you affign to a mantua-maker, to atone for
her lofs of cuftomers ¢ Luxury may be envied,
but muft be permitted. Unlefs the wealthy difs
tribute, the induftrious can never accumulate.
The Ariftacrat, he dooms to deftruction, is a
neceflary being to this ftubborn weaver, or that
fpeculating retailer. That luxury, which given
to the knife; will fearcely furnith out the con-
fumption of a fingle feftival, is, under a judi-
cious ‘management, abundant; in its produce
is inexhauflible.

D 2 I bave
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1 bave pafled over the difficulty; in cafe the
prefent {yftem of conftitution were abolithed, of
comprefling, into regular order; the heterogene-
ous parts, which compofe the Irifh nation. The
hardy levellers of fuperannuated eftablifhments,
make no account of the labour of replacing: I
pafs by the fate of the merchant, the public cre-
ditor, and the landholder. Thefe claffes, I know,
were conligned to their doom without compunc-
tion, * to be knocked on the head like feals,"
whom the tlde bas left fleeping on' the fhore.””
I cannot fympathize with fuch reformers. When
I talk of public good, I mean effeétive advan-
tage to my fellow-citizens. The obje&ts of my
patriotifm are not the rocks, and trees, and moun-
tains, which conftitute the land we live ig. If
our conititution were more defe&tive thaea it s,
I'would not redeem it on the condition of that
expenditure. Let the good fenfe of Ireland an-
fwer, what is the vice in our political fyftem,
that requires to be ‘expiated by a civil war?
What is the injuftice, which calls for the blood
of thirty thoufand: citizens to avenge it ? .

But wherefore, in a reply to Mr. Grattan, inter-
weave- this ‘warning againft revolution ? Becaufe
his docitrines lead direétly to that cataftrophe.
Do I believe, that gentleman aims at a revo-
lution in this kingdom? It is impoffible, after -
what has pafled, to refolve that queftion. I
think he would prefer to govern the country
without diforganizing it. He has fomething to
lofe in the confufion of property; if he could
ruin the prefent miniftry, by any means lels pe-
rilous, doubtlefs he would prefer them. But
urged on by ftrong paffions, he makes hazar-
dous ftrokes, with a gambler’s defperatiori. We
cannot fuppofe the author of the addrefs to this

City
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City fufficiently cordial to that connexion with
Great Britain, which it is for the intereft of
Ireland to maintain. He has writterto difguft
us ggainit the fifter kingdom. He revives for-
gotten altercations ; he gropes into the annals of
diftant times, for obfolete grievances and redti-
fied mifcondu&. He collets all the fadtious ef-
fufions of f{plenetic and malicious men, into ar-
ticles of impeachment againft what he calls En-
glith influence. Where the politician is partial,
and the hiftorian uncandid, we cannot go out
of the way to fupply principles. - Thefe charges
ought not to be made without {upporting them.
The expence of the war, is one of the accufati-
ons in the addrefs. If the war was neceflary,
the charges of it can furnifh no reafonable caufe
of murmur. Mr. Grattan holds that we fhould
fupport England in her contefts with foreign
powers. Does he imply that we cando fo with-
out expenditure? But the war, in my opinion,
was emphatically the. war of Ireland, for it was
principally undertaken to fruitrate the defigns:
of the firft republicans againft the peace of this
ifland. We know, from Briflot’s narrative, the
views of that party. We know them from the
miffion of emiffaries into Ireland, to indifpofe
the lower clafles of people againft the govern-
ment*.

I repeat

* It is now well known that a Mr. Ofwald, by birth an
American, paffed through the Southern parts of this king-
dom, diftributing inflammatory band bills, which were the
nccafion of an infurreétion in the county of Limerick. This
was previous to the war. He was fent to Ireland under the
reign of the Briffotine faGtion. The unfortunate Jackfon
alfo got his miffion before the war, and from the Briffotines.
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I repeat again, that our profperity maft bear
the charges of its prote@tion. ¢ We have voted
8,000,009/, on account of the war, without com-
mercial compenfation, liberality or equality.”
A perfon, unacquainted with the appropriation
of this money, would {uppofe, from Mr. Grattan’s
ftatement, that it was a free gift of Ireland to
the fifter nation in her emergency. No fuch
thing. We were threatened with invafion and
1iefurrection, and we expended this money to put
ourfelves in a pofture of refiftance. Whilit Great
Britain lavifhed millions to engage the enemy
abroad, we incurred lefs than a tenth part of her
expence for felf-prefervation. If it were necel-
fary to impole 15s. in the pound on all the pro-
perty of Ireland, the objeét was worthy the ex-
penditure, “ without commercial compenfation.”
Are we then to be bribed to keep our houfes
over our heads? Muft we like infants, be induc-
ed by fugar plumbs, to do what is good for us ?

It required the microfcopic eye of Mr. Grattan
to find a grievance in the bar bill. The delays
which the poor experienced in the purfuit of jul-
tice, formed a ftanding fatire on all the old go-
vernments of the world. Early in the prefent
century, a remedy was applied in Ireland to this
inconvenience, by rendering {mall debts cogniza-
ble in a fummary manner, before the judges on
circuit.. The regulation was' at firft temporary,
but experience juftifying its propriety, the le-
giflature made it perpetual. As this mode of
recovering {mall debts was univerfally reforted
to; the number of litigations was found to ob-
ftruct the public bufinefs of the aflizes ; a‘greater
inconvenience was difcovered, in drawing the
farmers and mechanics to the affize town, fre-
quently a diftance of forty miles from their refi-
dence.. The jurifdiction was removed to the quar-

ter
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ter feflions, which are held in different parts
of the county, and a barrifter of fix years ftand-
ing, who is alfo incapacitated to fit in parlia-
ment, appointed in each county, to prefide at
the feflions. Never before was the utility of this
regulation queftioned. The country deems it a
wholefome law, and common fenfe ratifies the
decifion. It is good to bring juftice to every
man’s door. It is good to confer the jurifdic-
tion upon educated men, removed from the local
prejudices of country magiftrates, and alling
under the cenfure of an honourable profeflion,
jealous of its dignity and vigilant to reprehend
the violation of decorum in its members. Un-
til the addrefs to the metropolis gave this re-
gulation a placein the catalogue of grievances,
it univerfally was confidered a moft excellent
inftitution.

There are difficulties in the arrangement of
the channel trade, which the common friends
of Great Britain and Ireland muft regret, but
which angry crimination is a very ilmproper
mode to re&tify. England makes high demands
for opening her ports, as fellow-fubjeéts ; and
Ireland, who afks boldly, will not purchafe the
advantage. There 1s jealoufy in England, there
is ambition in Ireland, both immenf{e obftacles,
to an amicable adjuftment ; and no adjuftment,
unlefs it be amicable, can, in the circumftances
of the countries, be defired. I muft recall here
the obfervation of a judicious writer, on the
‘mutual intereft of the affociated kingdoms. The

claims of Ireland, upon Great Britain, are made

on the footing of fellow-fubjeéts; but, when the
former is required to wave any advantage, how-
ever petty, however doubtful, in favor of the
fifter nation, there are always perfons at hand
to alledge her independence. I do certainly co-

incide
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incide with- that noble author, that we ought
to chufe the one ground or the other, and con-
tinually abide by it. Unfortunately, upon thefe
fubjetts, the public mind too frequently receives
its direéﬁxxn from mercantile felfithnefs, pretend-
ing an anxiety to improve trade, and parliamen-
tary faltion, in the mafk of patrioti{m,

Semper querula ¢ft Hibernia, faid the hiftorian of
queen Elizabeth.  The remark was in himunfeel-
ing and unjuft; for it was made when the negli-
gence of fome, and the oppreffion of cthers, to
whom the affairs of Ireland were committed, ren-
dered the expreffion of complaint the proper lan-
guage of the people. Our difcontented fellow-
citizens of this day, whether traders or politi-
cians, cannot, with equal facility, fhew them-
felves exempt from the imputation. We owe to
thefe perfons the idle outcry on the India trade,
which holds a confpicuous place in this late black
lift of national calamities. The Britith Eaft India
company purchafed, atavery high expence, the
monopoly of that trade from the common go-
vernment, and it maintains heavy eftablifhments
for the accommodation of its commerce. We are
not to expeét that the company fhould open thefe
eftablithments to a traffic, undertaken with views,
the moft dire&tly adverfe to its own intereft. We
thould then be put to the alternative of failing
to China, without any friendly port to refrefh
in, or endecavouring to eftablifh a fettlement,
like that attempted by Scotland in the reign -of
King William. '

Suppofe this latter expedient adopted, have we -
in Ireland that redundancy of capital, which fits
us for the undertaking # I have ever underitood,
that we have not a capital adequate to the domeftic
improvement of the country. In that cafe, no-
thing could be fo wildly injudicious, as to di-

verg
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vert any part to a purpofe of {o remote and un-
certain advantage as founding a fettlement, which
to give a recompence in profit, muft, in its in-
fancy, rival the veteran eftablithments of other
nations, Dedu& then the employment of Irith-
men in the fervice of the company, and the
wealth we occafionally derive from the return
of thefe perfonsto the country. This conveni-
ence muft be renounced, when we go to variance
with the Britith eftablithment in India. I pafs
by the firong probability, that our fettlement
would be oppofed and fruftrated, ke the colony
at Darien, after altercations, ten times more per-
nicious than the value of the: traffic could com-
penfate. I purely, as an Irifhman, examine the
interelts of my country in a diftin@ trade to
China, and dete& from internal circumftances
the error of thofe who advifed it.

Let us wave thefe difficuliies, and take the {fub-
je€t on an aflumption; that we might fail to
China, with as little interruption as to Liver-
pool. It is a diftant navigation, the returns
from it are flow, and the outfit confifts of very
valuable articles; very confiderable property
muft, of courfe, be embarked in the trade, and
the proprietors muft be in a condition to bear
a tedious reimburfement. The other European
powers have, under the preffure of thefe obfta-
cles, had recourfe to the eftablifhment of com-
panies; unlefs we followed the example, we
thould remain where we fet out, for we could
not expett-many important exertions from pri-
vate merchants. Our company thould eftablifh
an emporium, as the French did at port POrient,
as_the Imperialifts at Oftend, and as the Britith
company at London. Indeed, whether the com.
pany were eftablithed or not, the convenience
of the trade would, in all probability, occafion

the
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the formation of an emporium. There muft alfo
be a monopoly of the home market to our own
adventurers, otherwife nothing would be done;
for tie Britifh Ealt India company would con-
tinue to fupply us. Suppofe Dvblin the mart
and the feat of the company, the Weflern coaft
would be no lefs excluded from the benefit of
the trade than it is at prefent. Suppofe it fettled
at Cork, then the Northern ports from Drogheda
or Newry, inftecad of fending to England for
tea, that .ncceffary article of modern confump-
tion, fhould bring it coaftways from Cork, with
which they have little or no occafion for mari-
time intereourfe. For this, they fhould give up
the cheaper and more contiguous market, which
is rendered yet more convenient by the frequent
communication arifing from the export of linen
to England. But we fhould buy at home. True;
we thould purchafe an article of foreign pro-
duce, within our own ifland. In a matter of
home manufa&ure, which gave employment and
fubfifftance to many hands, and circulated a
good decal of property through the country, it
might be politig, at the expence of one part of
the nation, to encourage the induftry of another.
But here is a mere procefs of loading and un-
loading, without further national profit than
the' commiflion of the importer; without greater
lofs, in dealing with the Britifh company, than
the fmall profit, which an eftablifhment fo opu-
lent and fo extenfive can afford to accept; and
this profit applied to the maintenance of a com-
pany, one of the principal refources of the
Bruifh ftate, and a great bulwark of the Im-
perial power, under which we flourith. Teais
become a neceflary of life ; next to corn, 1t is
perhaps the branch of commerce moft' delicate
te tamper with; how in policy or pruderce

could



{ % )

could we reduce ourfelves to depend on the
precarious fupply of raw adventurers, encum-
bered with all the difficulties to which a new
undertaking is expofed? when the Eaft India
trade is laid before the public in a holiday ha-
rangue of Mr. Ponfonby or Mr. Grattan, it feers
an enterprize of as fure and eafly execution to
make a trip to Canton, and bring home tea, as
fitting out a wherry for Holyhead, to procure
eggs for the Dublin market. From the rapid
{ketch we have taken, it is obvious that, how-
ever authorifed by our independence to trade
to China, it is a barren right, which we could
not exercife with any efhicacy, and which, as
the affertion of it alarmed the Eaft India com-
pany, it was wife to barter for what, in truth,
was more than an equivalent. What would
have been the confequence, had the counfels
‘of oppofition been attended to? Some traders,
perhaps, more in ' the heat of party than
in the mature judgment of {peculation, might
have adventured. Two or three cautious rich
men might have made money ; the others would
be ruined. Some would cover, for a trifling
emolument, the illicit traffic of Britith merchants.
After great heats and petulance, after very chur-
lith and unfriendly condu&, we fhould return
with a bad grace to the ware-houfes of the com-
pany. Lo! the conceffion which our leader
boafts! Lo ! the mighty good we were to pro-
cure by refifting Englifb influence! 1 really
~ fhould not be aftonithed to fee, in his next batch
of grievances, a doleful remonftrance on the de-
preciation of thirteen pence to a fhilling, when
we crofs the channel. ,

On queftions of commercial arrangement, it
is not wife to adopt the paffions of mere me-
chanical merchants; fhort-fighted men, whofe
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views never extend beyond their own intereft,
and who would facrifice the welfare of ages
and of empires to temporary convenience, and
the profpet of immediate profit. It is not
alone on the India trade that their counfels were
pernicious. Thefame confederacy of parliamen-
tary difcontent, and mercantile impatience would
drive us to a war of protefing duties. 'So. far
as the experiment has been tried, it failed, and
the  public was delivered over to the grinding
exaltions of monopolifts, (in the fugar trade for
example.J  Does it not occur te.every man,
that if he conlumes, what does. not grow at
home, it muil have come to Ircland, in exchange
for fome article of native: produce, and that
promoting this exchange, he effetually encou-
rages the commodities of his country? This
principie muft certainly ‘be qualified by limi-
tations, which every man’s good fenfe and ex-
perience will fuggeflt, but which it exceeds the
icope of this litde cffay to enumerate. Upon
thefe two heads, of “ the provincial tariff,” as
Mr. Grattan calls jt, and “¢ the channel trade,”
I muft fay, that 1. {ce fome matters, which I
thould wifh wereon a better footing, but no-

thing to warrant ¢ deteftation.” It ‘would be:

uncandid in any Irifhman to deny, that we do,
under the prote&tion of Britain, enjoy valuable
commercial “participations. _That, whilt Great

Britain bears' the burden of fo many hundred

millions of dcbt, of heavy taxes and excifesy
we cannot fairly expe&, without confenting to
fome eonditions of compenfation, an unreftrited
accefs to her home market. To give complete
fatisfaction- on this fubje&, fome arrangement
muft be made between the independent coun-
tries in the nature of thofe ¢ propofitions,” which
gppear to me to have been reje®ed with more

vanity
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vanity than wifdom. If on this fide of the was
ter we obje&t to fuch treaty, the trade of the
univerfe befide is open to us; and thank hea-
ven! we have ufed it not unprofitably : within
twenty years the mercantile capital of Dublin,
has been twenty fold augmented. But difap-
pointed politicians have at all times endéavour-
ed to make the public a party to their contelt,
and reprefent the public intereft affe&ed by
their exile from power. The ruin of England
had long fince been complete, if Mr. Shippen,
Lord Bolingbroke, Sir William Wyndham, had
been true prophets. The empire profpered alike
when Mr. Pulteney was a patriot, and an earl.
Dean Swift, above fixty years ago, made falfe
prognofticks upon the national debt of Britain,
which might have warned Mr. Gratian not to
foretel, that the trade of Ireland muft neceflarily
fink under the expences of the Britifh confede-
racy *. ' _

The error arifes from .confidering the public
burdens, in the light of a permanent charge, upon
a ftationary fund. "I'am not to fpeak of the patj-

onal

* ¢ Continue that rate of expence; and the Englifh
wars of the next century will huve the {ame effe@, as the
Englifh prohibition. of the laft; they w.ll annihilate the
trade of lreland.” - '

I bave obferved, that fince politics became a matter of ge-
neral fpeculation in this country, it has been ufual to pre-
dié'f, that liberty was fhortly to be overturned, and particy-
larly the/priviiege of free difcuffion. Thefe prediétions
have been going on fince the year 1780, and ftill we find
that inftead of being gagged, the judgment of the people,
upon publicymeafures, is delivered in a tone more and more
firm, I bave juft opened a pamphlet written under the ad-
miniftration -of the Duke of Rutland which begins thus :
“Yas_we know not how long the privilege of fpeaking out
out opinions may be left to us, &c.” This fiile reminds
one of the grants of old to monafieries, the greater pare
©of which began, appropinquante jam mundi fine.”
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onal debt of England, although I may curforily
offer an opinion, founded on the obfervation of
former experience. The energics of Great Bri-
tain will, I doubt not, upon a peace, rife to.
meet the preffure of its recently impofed bur-
dens. They did {o after the war with America.
There is in trade, an elaftic principle, where,
as in thefe iflands, enterprize and ingenuity are
encouraged:. Liverpool was a fithing village in
1694. The fpring is prefled down by war, but
rebounds on the return of tranquillity,  Will
the fame reftorative energy reanimate Ireland ?
1 difcern but a fingle ground to hefitate at decid-
ing in the affirmative, the perennial turbulence
of felfith or-fuperficial politicians. ~Let filence
be impofed on the determined revolutionilts.
Let thofe refpe&able perfons; your well mean-
ing men, who a&t asthe fcouts and auxiliaries
of the anarchifts, be warned by the fate of France,
to defit from officioufly promoting meafures, of
‘which they cannot calculate the confequences.
Let Mr. Grattan, whom I do not rank in any of
thefe claffes, fincerely fecede from parliament.
Perhaps the laurel of eloquence may lefs luxu-
riantly {prout, but the horn of plenty will re-
munerate the deficiency:

As applied to the prefent ftate of Ireland, I
can fee no error in raifing money for public
works and neceffary expences by funding, more
efpecially, when a finking fund is eftablifhed
to prevent extraordinary accumulation *.

The ftate may benefit, by drawing inative
capital out of the hands, in which it ftagnates,
and returning it to circulation even at the ex-
pence of a perpetual annuity. Perfons, who
with to miflead, or who do not take the pains

to

* Mr. Grattan fuppreffes this ufeful eftablifhment.
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to be infltru&ed, deferibe the debt as an incumn-
brance charged upon a fully improved eftate.
It more truly refembles the condition of a land-
lord, who borrows the unemployed cafh of his
tenants, and expending it upon the eftate, en-
creafes their rents proportionably. But you may
eftimate the utmoft extent, to which lands are
improveable, whilft the fubje of this other ope-
ration, the progreflive efforts of human tkill, in-
genuity and induftry, are utterly incalculable,
I have touched thus loofely on the heads of an
argument, obvioufly too extenfive for a paffagery
publication, but very fit to exereife the liters.
ry and ingenious fpeculation of Ireland.*

In the order of difcuffion, I arrive at that fe-
ries of coercive meafures, which moft perfons
confider to have been adopted purely on the de-
fenfive, but in which Mr. Grattan reprefents the
government to be the aggreffor. By Mr. Grattan,
Mr. Fox,—by men more impartial than either,
the paffing of the convention bill has been de-
clared, the caufe and the epoch of every diffatif-
faction in this natien. Perfons who hold that lan-
guage, are very imperfe@ly acquainted with the
hiftory of two years previous to that event.

I do not apprehend that, either pradtically or
in theory, extraordinary convocations of the peo-
ple ever made part of a fyftem of political in-
ftitutions. Singular circumftances will fometimes
apologize for an irregular proceeding, or ar leaft,
extenuate_the.irregularity ; but when it is at-
tempted to render that habitual, which only ex-
ifts as an exception to general rules, fome pow-
er ought to recall the People to their original

and

*Thisfubje& was introduced inthe ori
in‘order to meet fome popular obfervat
the national debt of England, circula
publication of Mr. A. O‘Connor.

ginal edition’( (797)
tons on the effe of
ted at that period in 2
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and falutary ufages. T will afk Mr. Fox, or Mr.
Grattan, or any candid man of obfervation, whe-
ther he thinks that a2 government can be effective
for the purpofes of its creation, or whetherany
focial good can be advanced among the fubjeéts,
if without legal fun&ion or qualification, any
man may, when he thinks fit, and many men
attually do convoke aflemblies to deliberate upon
the conditions of their fubmiffion to authority ?
When fuch meetings become familiar, the pub-
lic mind muft be folely occupied with political
difcuffion, and the rulers can only attend to the
management of parties. But there was more than
the geneial inconvenience of conventions, as ap-
plied to Ireland, when the legiflature interdicled
the further ufe of them: The perfons who ufu-
ally called, and who took the lead in thefe meet-
ings, did not diffemble their averfion to the
eftablithed conftitution. - The convention, which
immediately provoked the at, met at Dungan-
non, in February 1993 Tt fet itfelf in direct
oppofition to parliament; for, although conven-
ed under the pretence of procuring a change
in the reprefentation, which parliament alone
was competent to ordain, the members declin-
ed to apply tothe legiflature for that purpofe,
or to take any eognizance of its authority;
they proceeded to deduce their c¢laim, and derived
their expe&ations from the anarchical principles
of a right, natural and indefeafible ; to repub-
licanifm, in general, they offered their devo-
tion, although they did not think it neceffary,
at that moment, to ftipulate for its eftablifhment
in Ireland. As to the expreflion of their fenti-
mients, they did indeed condefcend to notify,
that they ¢ abhor principles which tend to de-
firoy all government, and to abolith every wife -

and falutary diltin&ion.” The former part of
the
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the déclaration, all men would readily make,
who fet up for creators of a conititution, for
aflaredly, they could not defire the fubverfion of
their own labours ; and the latter part was fitted
to anfwer every perfon’s fenfe, of what is wife
and falutary. - Another feature of the convention
deferves notice; it betrays the defign to fepa-
rate population from property ; not certainly
with an intention to deal mercifully with the
latter.  Certain men of fortune, who had ad-
dicted themfelves ‘to the do&rinés of reform,
accepted a delegation to this affembly. ~They
not only were without weight, but were treated
with a mixture of contempt and jealoufy, not
arifing from any conviétion of mifcondu& or
duplicity, but from the original fin of their
fituation, the ftain of ariftocracy, which no de-
votion to popular principles could expiate. We
are enabled to be circumftantial upon this fub-
Jeét; a gentleman, who affifted at the meeting,
and who faw with difguft the chicane and ma-
nceuvres of its ambitious leaders, has taken the
trouble to publifh the reafons of his difappro-

bation *. |
This provincial congrefs of Ulfter terminat-
ed its labours, by a refolution to call a natio-
nal convention. Was the legiflature ftill to
flamber'? So many are dazzled by popularity,
the prevailing delufion of the day, that I muft
fecek to illuftrate the fubje&, an example on
which—2ll" men are now difpaflionate. If the
feeret partifans of the houfe of Stuart had, be-
tween the rebellions of 1715 and 1745, called
‘affemblies, reprefentative too in order to make
the intereft more extenfive, to deliberate on the
queftion of hereditary fucceffion, ought the fo-
vereign on the throne to have continued the
D indifferent

* Letters to the inhabitants of Newry,
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indifferent obferver of their a&ivity ¢ I apprehead
no reafonable man will reply in the aﬁirmative.
Acting in other characters, the leading per

fons of this meeting, who were alfo deftined to
be the grand figures in the projeéted national
convention, were yet more explicit in their
declarations. It was little to infit upon. unqua-
lified fuffrage, little to claim the reform of parlia-
ment. The inhabitants of Belfaft, I believe, 1n
the very addrefs which fummoned the .conven-
tion, but certainly about that period, avowed in
a refolution, folemnlyi,agreed to at their town-
houfe, ¢ that finding.a conftitution of King,
Lords, and Commons eftablithed, they would
fuffer it to exift, provided they can attain, witi-
out wiolence, the real reprefentation of all the
people.” The debate, which preceded this' re-
folution, was given to the public :, from motives
of delicacy to men, not.at prefent ina con,dl.-
tion. to bear anlmadverﬁon I forbear to repeat
the idle rant it contaimed againft hereditary
dignitles ; and all. the gafconade of what was to
be done, in cafe parliament were not reformed
adequately. The newf{papers publifhed in the
North of Ireland were, for fix months previous
to the paffing of the convention and the gun-
powder atts, {tuffed with the verbofe declarati- -
ons, and vapid-menaces of ruftic politicians, the
inhabitants of this town-land, and the volunteers
of that village, expreflive of their doérines of
dear equality, fometimes, of their toleration of
royalifm, always of their determination not to
flinch *, alihough v1olence {thould become ne-

ceflary.

*The Maghera volunteers declared, that * they wanld
% not be deterred from their duty, uniil their countrv fhall
« pluck the frait loxariant from the tree of liberty.” There

weve an infinity of fimilac declarations publifhed in the Nor-
th<rn Star at that period.
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ceflary. The poor people were clevated td"this
phrenzy, by affiduous reprefentations, thattaxes
were to ceafe, and the price of neceflaries to
be diminifhed, by a reform of parliament. Now -
it certainly muft be allowed, that the political
zeal of the North of Ireland, (and no otherpart
of the kingdom was difpofed to think about
Conventions) did not want the provocative of
thus publickly chufing delegates, of perpétual
harangues, and perpetual conventions. The moft
tranquil “people upon earth would be driven,
by fuch expedients, from the induftry that blei-
fed them. What public good could refult from
fuffering conventions to a& between the pecple
and the parliament? The fober fenfe of the tor-
mer could be fully as well taken at their re-
fpeétive habitations; and further, I do not fee
that parliament by abolifhing conventions, took
away any right of applieation ; for the perfons,
who compofed them, <declining all intercourfe
with that body, abjured the regular jurifdition
of the ftate in matters of legiflation. A diret
alternativé was, of courfe, impofed to abdicate
its authority, or'reprefs a rivalfhip perilous in
ordinary times, and ‘even when fober men con-
duéted the competition ; but formidable, to the
moft tremendous’ extent of danger, when the
very {yftem- of focial arrangement was attacked,
and that this was but an expedient employed
to facilitate its overthrow. Even admiting for an
inflant the propriety of altering the fundamen-
tal laws of the conftitution, the modern leaders
and promoters of conventions were extremely
unfit to be entrufted with the delicate charge
of innovation. Every a&, and every declara- -
tion, betrayed in them that maturity of enthufi-
afm, fo bold in undertaking, fo frail in execut-
ing, the infancy of which had iu another coun-

) try
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try proved the bane of freedom, and fcourge of
humanity. Republican France had no induce-
ment to fhut up her clubs, which did not apply
to monarchical Ireland, as thundering in our ears
the imperative injunétion of reafon and felf-pre-
{ervation, to fupprefs thefe {chools of difaffetion.
In fupport of my pofition, I muft recur again
ta_the recorded declarations of thefe gentlemen.
I thall not fele& what was cafually, or intempe-
rately uttered, but public profeflions of faith,
propofed by men of influence in the fadtion,
deliberately adopted, and folemnly promulgated.
The relation of Leader and Follower, in a de-
mocracy, is too well afcertained by experience,
for any man to doubt, that the fentiments of
the former are a fure teft of what the latter would
praitice, fhould a favourable occafion offer,
“ Drive not us, the people, to extremities, (fays
“ one meeting,) a reform we will have. To
““ auain it, we fhall think no facrifice 0 much,
““ mno rifk too great.. And no reform can ever
““ be adequate or ufeful, fatisfatory or juft, un-
“ lefs a// Irithmen of every defcription, fhall be
‘“ equally reprefented *.” ~ Was the influence of
the men, who made this avowal, to be encou-
raged or refifted ? were their views fo innocent,
as to deferve permiffion calmly to concentrate
their means, and combine their leaders? The
partifans of reform, in the fame breath which
invoked their favourite meafure, celebrated the
memory of the King of Sweden’s affaffin. * Saye
your country in mercy to yourfelves,” exclaim-
ed, in a celebrated addrefs to the public, the
fociety of United Irithmen. ¢ Give us reform,
faid

-

® Town meeting of Belfaft, 26:h December, 1792,
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f2id. the friends of rcform at Belfaft ¥, or you
alone will be anfwerable to God and your coun-
try for the confequences.” As I would wreft
a razor from a maniac, fo would I, compulfo-
rily, deprive {fuch men of the means to effe&t
the political fuicide they menaced. Admirable
umprovers, whofe firflt propofal was to introduce
anarchy! Whofe initiary fteps were to be the
extravagant exertions of violence, to which France
had only been led progreffively.

That wexata queflio of modern times, the fove-
reignty of the people, is determined at once,
if this principle of irregular deliberations be
adopted. We know not of any democracy fo
complete, as to admit an heptarchy fyftem of
Jarring and uncontrolled affemblies. "Here a par-
liament fupported by the power of the fiate,
and exercifing the fupreme jurifdition ; there
an affembly, exifting by eredulity, (a foolifh,
but a formidable delufion) and induftrioufly dif-
leminating the contagious foibles that produced
it. Apply this praltice to our commercial inte-
refts. A redundant population demands employ-
ment to fubfift by. The want of capital is,
precifely, that dehiciency which leaves their exi-
gencies unfatisfied. And we feel it more fe-
verely, becaufe, ‘as a contraft to the medio-
crity of our means, we have ever before our
cyes the opulence of Great Britain. But, was
that opulence gained by political controverfies ?
No ; the firm face of government, the patient
labours. of the people deferved profperity, and
they enjoy it. The Irifh people cannot be ex-
petted to improve in manufaltures, if they are
liable to the continual recurrence of mectings

and

* Declaration and principles of the friends of Parliamen.
tary Reform, at Belfaft, January, 1793.
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and ele@tions, which capricioufly withdraw them
at every inftant from their ufeful induftry. Tt
is a fancy yet more chimerical to hope that
ftrangers will give credit, or fuffer their capi-
tal to pafs into a country, in which they be-
hold three or four rival governments, ready to
fly to extremities with each other. How, in
the name of common fenfe, are thefe difcordant
and incoherent elements to be reconciled with
external ftrength and internal tranquillity ? If a
particular praftice muft neceflarily leave the
country poor, and that by altering it, we have
a probability, in our turn, of becoming opulent,
there 1s no wifdom, no humanity, no patrio-
tifm in obftinately perfevering. ‘To me it feems,
that the remedy of extraordinary interference,
which is faial to public and private confidence,
and difinclines the people to their neceffary oc-
cupations, bears in it greater mifchief than could
be infli¢ted by the moft profligate court, and

moft venal parliament. ;
But the right of the people to invefligate public
malters was infringed.  Never was that right more
tully exercifed, than fubfequent to the event we
treat of.  Witnefs all the addreffes of congra-
tulation, procured on the arrival ‘of Earl Fitz-
~william in this kingdom.  Witnefs the reconi-
mendations to his majefty to retain that noble-
man inthe government. This was furely a very
uncquivocal exercife of the fubje&’s privilege.
Indeed the right to reprefent the grievance, or
exprefs the fentiments of the {ubjeéts, otherwife
than by delegation, is, in the body of the con-

vention-a&, recognized and re-afferted. A
I have applied myfelf to this queftion,” pér-
haps with greater emphafis than it merits, in
order to meet the crimination thrown out in
the Britith parliament, and re-echoed here, that
an
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an accuftomed and legal utterance being denied
to the public fentiment, difcontent became con-
{piracy. It is, I hope, now demonfirated, that
the difpofition to fuch alteration, through the
means of anarchy, exifted previous to the re-
ftriive meafures of government, that thefe were
provoked, and purely adopted on the defenfive *.
That delinquents  confpired in private, when
they were not permitted to do {o openly, proves
them to have been tenacious of their objelt;
but no candid man will endeavour to affix as
a crime, upon the executive power of Ireland,
that it compelled its enemies tolurk and ma-
chinate in fecret. I entertain little doubt, that
the very perfons, who impeached the neceflary
vigour of our adminiftration, would have been
foremoft to call down the vengeance of.the Em-
pire on its remiflnefs, if its condut had been
a timid tampering, or unnerved acquiefcence.
The mafterly difplay of fupreme talents, muft
-neceflarily enfure to Mr. Fox the admiration of
every man of tafte or underftanding. TFew have
obferved the movementsof his genius with more
refpe&tful admiration than the author of thefc
pages ; but it is impoflible to contemplate his
recent interference .in the affairs of Ireland,
‘without recalling to mind the manceuvres of
Lord Shafifbury in the laft century, to excite

difcontent in Scotland.
We have now pafled in review the charges of
mifgovernment alledged by Mr. Grattan. I have
. undertaken
* Tnvan addrefs of the Belfaft company of volunteers,
December 17th, 1792, is this remarkable exprefiion: *¢ jf
** bad advifers, or weak, or wicked men, force the people inte
“ extremities, on them let all tie miferies fall «f civil convule.
“ fion /” The defcription of themfelves is accurate ; a fu-
perftitious ‘mind may, perhaps, apply the imprecation.

Alas ! the caiamities which they invoked, have not beea
“confined to the authors.
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undertaken the humble toil, of following this
gentleman 'in his appeal to the unbiaflfed un-
derftanding of our common country. I have
endeavoured to afcertain, that he is” not quali-
fied to be the guide of Ireland. His political
charaéter does. not appear to me to be fuffici-
ently imparial, nor his judgment fufficiently
folid, nor his views of legiflation fufficicently
extenfive. I make thefe affertions with great
refpe&t for the talents he poflefles ; no man
can fce with more regret, that one of the moft
brilliant fancies of the age, fhines only as a
meteor to miflead his country. ' I make them
with great deference for his perfonal chara&er,
which may be, and probably 1s, in a high clafs
of honour and integrity.” A man may be bi-
affad by his paffions, without being confeious
of the feduétion. And who hasever appeared
to be morée under the dominion of paffion, than
the political Mr. Grattan, when "he feeks to
avenge his fall from the government of Ireland:
Far be it from the writer of this eflay, to
cenfure the waichful anxiety of any wan 10
guard his country againft encroachments. But
he cannot confent to follow that perfon, who
is vigilant or remifs exaétly in proportion to
his influence in the cabinst. In the profeflion
to protect a people, there is fomething fplen-
did, which may delude the unrefle&ting, and
dazzle the unwary. A more mature judgment
requires falls, and a more critical examination
finds the promife unfatisfied. Mr. Grauan’s po-
litical party was a few years back univerfally
tavoured through the nation. How fmall tire
number of fober and difinterefted minds, who

at this day patronize it! |
In the entire condu& of that party, I fee no-
thing more wean and cenfurable than their ma-
nagement
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nagement of the Catholics. The interefts of
that people I do faithfully adopt, fo far as they
have hitherto been ftated to the public. But
the means employed under the pretence of pro-
moting thofe interefts, I do as fincerely repro-
bate. The Catholic religion could not furvive
the eftablifhment of democracy: ‘The genius
of the one is incompatible with the fanaticifm,
without which the other can never be effected.
If the minifters under Lord Fitzwilliam, were
fo fanguine in the affair of the Catholics, as
they have fince profeffed themfelves, why was
not the a& of redrefs introduced with the mo-
ney bills? Why is it at prefent combined with
irrelevant topics, which muft alienate from that
caufe every man, who thinks a democratic efta-
blifhment an inconvenient mode of enjoying li-
berty ? Rather let the exifting grievance of re-
ftritions upon a part of the people, {ubfift for
ever,' than refort, as a remedy, to a democra-
tic conftitution. No perfon would more cheer-
fully co-operate in removing the mifapprehen-
fions entertained upon this fubjeé ; but never
can I. fubfcribe to a method of redrefs, more
pernicious than the evil to be correQed,

THE END.
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