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PRETFACE

I HAVE this inftant learned, that the Lawyers
Corps are fummoned  to take into confideration
bufinefs of the firft importance,” and 1 am given to
underftand that ax Untox is the object of their con-
fideration; which, it is not only underftood is in agi-
tation, but finally to be agreed upon on the meeting
of the enfuing feffion of zke Irifb Parliament, by
Commiffioners from England! I alfo underftand that
a pamphlet fhortly, perhaps while I write, is pub-
lithed, and written by an Irifhman in defence of an
Union; I have not feen it, and therefore this cannot
be fuppofed to meet it.—However, I lofe no time in
thus publicly exprefling my fentiments thereon, con-
vinced that it is the duty of every fubjet, and /is
birth-right, by the Laws of England, to make public
his fentiments ; the more efpecially fo, as now 1is th
time-forthe nation to exprefs its difapprobation of
the meafure; and when our country’s interefls are at
ftake, it were more than treachery and pufillanimity
pot, as far as it is in the power of every individual,
manly to come forward and oppole a meafure fo fatal

to the interefls of our country. Under this impref-
Az {ion
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fion I make this appeal, and add my fignature to it;
perhaps it may not be prudent to do fo, when party
{pirit runs fo high, and to be pofleffed of an inde-
pendent mind is almoft confidered asia crime; how-
ever, aware that anonymous produftions never at-
tract the public attention, that 2 name however hum-
ble, produces that effett; and wifhing to call the at-
tention of my country to this meafure, I have not
concealed my name; convinced that an Union is
fraught with injury to our beloved Severeign, and
big with danger to the empire; under this conviftion,
that 1t is the duty of every Trithman to remonftrate,
and petition againft an Union, and exprefs his de-
teftation of it as a meafure in itfelf {o tyrannical, and
Jo ungenerous on the part of England, when fhe has
an ymmenfe =nilitary force in the country; let then the
capital lead the way (the example will be followed
by the reft of the kingdom) and petition ¢ The Fa-
ther of his People” againft a meafure fo replete with
calamity and defirulion to Ireland!

Dubliny December 1, 1798,

NO



ill ‘ l l. ||I"| |||'|Ii'l.‘ Soghontitewiniw o -l o Fintinied -

NQ UNION?
&e. &c.
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BEFORE we enter upon a fubjett of foch im-
portance to Ireland, it may not beramifls to make a
few remarks on the effeéts an Union had on Scotland,
and fee whether, and how far they apply to Ireland.

SCOTLAND.

It has been faid, < an Union was highly advan-
tageous to that country,” yet, admitting the fa&l,
how does that apply to Ireland, different as to their
local fituation? Scotland feparated but by an ideal
line from England, and as it were, a diftant county
of the fame country ; if then, the effe@s of an Union
on Scotland, fo-contiguous to Britain, have been
prejudicial to her, we may infer, a fortiori, from
the infular fituation of Ireland, how much more de-
trimental an Union would prove to her than it has
done to Seotland. Although the Articles of Union
between England and Scotland were not carried into
cffeét until the reign of Queen Anne, yet that coun-
try was united under James VI of Scotland, to En-
gland* * Deflined by rheir fituation 10 form one
grand monarchy.”* But will this hold good with
regard to George the Third? No——]James VL of

: Scotland

# Vide, Doctor Robertfon’s Hiftory of Scotland.
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Scotland was by birth a Scotfman, and at length ef-
fe€ted, (or at leaft endeavoured fo) by his inheritance
of the two crowns, the Union of the Rofe and Ti/-
#le. Not fo with Ireland, whofe king is refident in
Great Britain, and whofe legiflature is independent,
feparated from that country by her infular fituation:
you can never unite the Britifb Lion and Irifh Sham-
roc, without the depreffion, if not deftruétion of the
latter! -

If no Union had taken place in Scotland, the na-
tural progrefs of civilization throughout Europe
might poflibly have raifed that country to a far more
profperous ftate than it in is at prefent. The pretended
felicity of Scotland is completely contradifted by
the ftrong defcription of Churchill, the farcaftic ob-
fervation of Johnfon, and the cutting refleétion of
Macklin ; fated to perpetual fierility, that miferable
country had nothing to lofe by a connexion with
any other; and there was no danger that her agri-
culture would be injured, or cou/d, by the exclufive
attention to manufaétures, which Britifh avarice in-
troduced: But Ireland, nature has bleft with a fer-
tility of foil, which might render her the granary of
- Europe; fhe can gain nothing by the emigration of
a few manufaturers from England, and let me afk,
when the very name of Englithman has been fo ob-
noxious to the late infurgents; what Englith fettler
would rifque his perfon or capital, at leaft for cen-
turies to come; in this country? And manufaurers,
even if they did come over, would probably dcem
no workmen fufficiently fkilful, unlefs imported from
England; at all events, they would only withdraw
the peafantry from the prodution of folid agricul-
tural wealth, to a precarious dependence on fancy
and fafhion: add to this, that when England vouch-
fated to ally herfelf with Scotland, it was a relief to
both countries, from a long continuance of a preda-

tory war, nevitable between conterminous countries.
England,
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England, previous to the accomplihment of the
Scottithaunion, was a rifing country, the envy, the
admiration of Europe, formed for the enjoyment of
that opulence, and the refources which civil liberty
ever produces: Is that her prefent fituation? with
taxes amounting to a hundred pounds a minute, and
a debt of above four hundred millions! !’ The
caufes of the Scotch union being accomplifhed, were
—that the Scottith reprefentatives in the Parliament
of Scotland were bought;* Sawncy bow’d and bow’d,
until he kiffed the minifter’s footftool, and was his
implicit flave : an Union took place, which laid the
foundation of two fucceflive rebellions in Scotland,
and which beggared and depopulated Edinburgh.

But you may be told, ¢“an Union is your inte-
reft,” < you fhall obtain fome few conceflions,”
« fome few trifles to divert and take off your atten-
tion from the effeéts that will flow from fuch a mea-
fure.” Look to the fad hiftory of what refulted from
the Union of Scotland with  England, and judge :
you will perceive. it is written in Scottith blocd!!!
Took to the a& of the 1ft of Geo. 1. c. 54. en ttled
 an all for difarming the Highlands of Scotland,”
and ¢ all fuch perfons as, on being fummoned to0
< give in their arms, refufed fo to do, were taken
« and enlifted as common foldiers, to ferve beyond

| ¢ the

* Lord Godolphin, Queen Ann’s Treafurer, prevailed on her
‘majefty to grant £'20,000; for purchafing the Scotch Nobles and
Gentrys to confent to the Union; and there is fubjoined a lift of
thofe Morthies in Tindal’s Continuation of Rapin’s England, given
in on oath by the Earl of Glafgow.——Vol. 11L p. 777-

+ Even at the time the Scots Parliament were deliberating on
-an Union, fo unpopular was the meafure, that the common people
of Scotland enraged, threatened to come to Edinburgh, and dif-
folve the Parliament.——Tigdal’s Continu ation, Vol. ITL »76.



[ 8]

“ the feas.” This is a proof of the profperous ef-
fels of the Scottith Union, and how really, difguft-
ing and oppreflive it was to the nation at large! And
will you believe it, Irithmen, #kere were natives of
Scotland found bafe enough to al as commiffioners,
and acquiefce to thofe terms with England! they fold
their country jfor gold, and for ever execrated be their
memories, dyed in the blood of their fellow-citizens
flain in the Scotch rebellion which #heir corruption
and infamy brought about! You may perhaps en-
quire, were the articles of the Scotch Union kept in-
violate, when figned and effefted? They were not !
Magnanimous, generous Britons broke through them
cre three years had elapfed from the accomplifhment
of the Union! when it was maintained, * that no
parts of the Union were unalterable, exc_ePt thofe of
the Kirk Government and quota of taxes;” not only
this language was held in the fenate, but the articles
of the Union were broken through by the paffing of
the Malt A&, violatory and fubverfive of thofe arti-
cles! Canthen Irelandy expect that inviolability that
was denied to Scotland *—impoflible to look forit. If,
when Ireland with a Parliament, cannot fecure the in=
dependence of her trade from Britith monopolifts, or
the exemption of that trade from commercial reftric-
tions, 1s it to be {} uppoled the can preferve the one, or
counteract the other, when the thall have %o Par/ia-
ment, and perhaps but 100 reprefentatives af mof?, in
the Britifh fenate? If we are to judge from Scotland
they will ever inviolably wote againft their country, as
no onc has yet been hardy enough to aceufe a Scotch
reprefentative of ever confulting, by his influence in
the Britifh {enate, the intereft of his native land! Do
Irifhmen wifh foran union on thofe terms? If they do,
let them look to Scotland, and then let them exprefs
appropriately if they can, their deteflation of the ef-
fcéts of an Union! How, let me afk is Ireland calcuci
late
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lated, from her infular fituation, to be united with
land? If it it was intended by nature, why did
the Almighty throw his feas between England and Ire-
land if his divine will had been that the two countries
thould be united! Had that been the intention of the
Omnipotent, the Irifh fea had not prefented itfelf an
eternal barrier between the two kingdoms. What, 1
alk, is the intention of Minifters iz forcing an Union
upon the Irith People, have they not yet got enough
of rebellion? It may be pretty diverfion,to them, 1t
may be produétive of peculation and plunder to fwell
the minifterial coffer, and the wily minifter may nod
affent to it. But in truth, with tﬁe.pa[haic exclama-
tion of the Frogs in the Fable, ““lt is death to us.”
‘Unite then, hardy fons of Ireland, unite and refift
your country’s downfall, fpeak ity and it is done; will
it, and you have prevented an Union'!
Since fuch has been theeffeéts of an Union on Scot-
‘land, how much more deplorable, Irifhmen, muft the
effe@s of a fimilar meafure-prove to Ireland; it may
_be obje&ted, all thisiis very true, but if the Parliament
of England appoint Commifiioners to treat for an
Union, with others ‘appointed by the Parliament of
Ireland, and the terms are finally adjufted and agreed
upon by both; where is the difficulty, or what pre-
vents the ratification of fuch an ineorporating Union?
I reply, if the Parliament of England have given up
every right of legiflating for Ireland, (which they have
done, by eotroborating the independence of the lat-
terin 1782,) would not the very Act, of the Parlia-
ment! of® England interfering with that of Ircland,
(whichithe Britifh Parliament have over and over de-
clared)* be a breach of public faith? 1 confefs I feel
by - ol B myleli

1 ® Vide, Debates in the Britifh Senate on the Affairs of Ireland,
~on the motionsof the Duke of Leinfter, (an Englifh Peer) Lord
Moira, and Mr. Fox.
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myfclf at a lofs, to know how the Britith Parliamen
with all its omnipotence, can, without a dereliétion o
thofe declarations and votes fo often reiterated, ap-
point Commiffioners to annul the Irifh Parliament,
without the lofs of Englifh reputation, and honor as
a nation? Then caft the veil of oblivion over your
animofities and your fufferings, wipe out with the tear
of affe@ion thofe religious and political differences
that have too long diftradted this country, and by
means of which your enemies, raifing themfelves on
your ruins, have fo long endeavoured in vain to dif-
unite you, and caufethe Irifh native to thed the blood
of his courftryman! I conjure you by every tie that
binds you to your native land, to remonitrate—to
aroufe and refift an Union with England ; is this the
tinve for magnaninons England, like the crafty bravo,
to give the death blow to what was called e Indepen-
dence of Ireland! Is it generous, or isitjuftinthat power
to feize the unfufpeéting moment of rendering you a
contemptible province to aggrandize her infatiable
ambition, intoxicated with her naval fuccefles, and
madly perfevering in a deftruétive war, when, had
{he the generofity, as fhe hasthe power, fhe might
cffeét an honourable peace? Is this a period for broach-
ing fuch a doéirine, that Ireland /ba// be governed by
a forcign Legiflature? By what power or authority,
I afk, human or divine, has England to fay, ¢ Bri-
tons fhall never be flaves.” ¢ But we wi// make
flaves of Irithimen.” By what right? By none, except
the tyrant’s plea—necefiity, < by which he endea-
vours to accomplith his devilith ends.” Is the en-
lightencd eightcenth century the period to tell Irifh-
men, “ You muft expors your legiflation,” and fall
{fubmiffively at the feet of Britain, sumbly imploring
her that the will gracioufly permit us to be her flaves ¢
Is this the time, when the blood flained banner had
been nearly planted on the towers of the capital, but
for the prevention of the Irith yecomanry, to talk of
Union?
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Union ? Gracious God! Is it decent in minifters to
infult an half-butchered, half-burned country, by
propoling an Union? An Union! Yes, of complica-
ted ruin, beggary and defolation! thefe the blefled
fatellites of a monftrous, unnatural Union with En-
gland.—Having fhewn how the efleéts of an Union
operated as to Scotland, we come now to other con-
fiderations, and fhall treat of the baneful cficéts of
an Union with regard to Ireland, in the different

points as they occur.

ABSENTEES.

An Union with England will triple the number of
Abfentees, of which Ireland has fo long complaincd,
and by which fhe has fo long fuffered. Do you con:-
plain of poverty and of beggary? Whofe lofty caf-
tle is that, which yonder contemptu oufly frowns on
the wratched hovel (or more appropriately, as Twifs
called it, « a Pig-fiye?”)~ Oh! itisa lordly Abfen-
tee’s! See, behold the rain and the fnow delcend
through the rooflefs walls of this habitation of cheer-
lefs poverty! Behold the wretched owner, attending
his perifhing confort, opprefied with difeafe, over-
come with calamitous poverty, with faminc | his lit-
e innocents holding forth their helplefs, infantine,
unpolluted hands to the elements, more Lumane than
mercilefsman! Behold the rapacious ageni of the fo-
reign Abfentee has feized the hardly-earned pittance
of induftry, and left the wretched family to expire!
—Docs the picture pleafe you, Irithmen ¢#—No, my
countrymen, I will not infult, nor will I fporc with
your feelings; I know the Irith heart to well ro enter-
tain fuch unworthy fufpicions, and that you would
exclaim ¢ Blafted be the Union that encreafes the
¢ diftrefles of our country, and curfed be he that
¢ propofcs it; may infamy and fpeedy deftruétion
< await him.” No, no, we¢ have too many Abfen-

Ba tees
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tees already; the drain of fpecie, in conféquence of |

them, 1s already too grear to require its increafe by’
the baneful effeéts of an Union.

P O P UL AT 1 O%N:

As the fources of the wealth of a people depend
on the exchange of manufa&ure for fpecie; ne lefs
do they fo on the population of a country. | What
effect then, let usingenuouily inquire, would an Union
have on the population of this Country? From the
unhappy effects of the late unfortunate rebellion, the
population of Ircland has very materially fuffered,
by thofc exccuted by the civil and military tribunals,
as well as by the thoufands {lain in the ficld of battle.
What effect muft not this have on Ireland —It may
not be immediately felt, for the harveft has been
fown, and is fince got in; but where is the fturdy
hutbandman, “ his country’s, pride,” to plant the
crops, and attend to the tillage of the enfuing year?
In yonder ficld of batile he, lies, « a fliffened corfe,
{tretched out, and bleaching in the northern blaft.”
Where can his lofs be fupplied? not in the military
array that furrounds.you, not in the grim and terrific
alpe&t of Homf{pech’s ferocious banditti! not in the
{pruce array of the Englifh militia, or the Scotch
fencibles, with charged bayonets or ““ Cuz Six,” to
force an Union on poor cajoled Ircland! In vain to
look to hired mercenaries, for replacing the lofs of
your hufbandmen; nothing but the confequences of
peace, and the amelioration of the Irith poor, can
encourage-and extend the population of Ireland.

“ But an Jnion takes place !”—Ireland ftill bleed-
ing at every pore, {lill difmayed by the effe@s of ter-
rorifm!—who will live in fuch a country l—the efta-
ted nobleman ? Gothic idea! the defolated fireets of
Dublin will be ill calculated for the difplay of the
golden chariot, or the coftly retinue; London is the

' place,
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place, it is only there a gentleman can live ' —Will
the gentry refide in Ireland ? Abfurd! Bath, London,
Harrowgate, Margate or Brighthelmftone are better
- caleulated for the meridian of high life, than the
rainy climate of depopulated Ircland '—Will themc-
chanic or manufa&urer refide in Ireland? No, a de-
populated country needs not manufacturers; they
will emigrate to America, or fome other foil more
propitious to their undertakings, and more grateful
for their exertions.— Will the lawyer refide in fuch
a country ? ‘The probability is he may cimigrate, if
not, he may parade the abdicated hall of thc four
courts, go ¢ach day from court to court, and quickly
hear the cryer, toan empty court, vociferate, ¢ to-
' morrow, God fave the king.”—The attorney ? He
thay convert his parchments into.drum-heads, be-
come bankrupt, or turn pa'\t‘p-brol{er, the only trade
that will then flourith |——The Phyfician may publith
weekly bills of mortality, and * throw his phyfic to
the dogs.”—71he Mufiglanumay firike the broken
firings of lerne’s harp to the difcordant notes of mi-
fery, compofe her Lamentations, as a Dead Marct,
with the cries of the killed, famifhed, hanged and
wounded !—Such the.confequences, and {uch the de-
population attendant,on an Union.

COMMERCE

It has been faid, < An Union with England would
extend our commerce, the fea would then be open to
us ; there would then be an equalization of the chan-
nel trade.” Are we fure of that? We cannot, how-
ever,_-fq;g’ét an addrefs from the Commons of En-
gland":pm‘femed to William the Third, againft the

woollen

% Yide, Tindal’s Continuation of Rapin’s Hiftory of England.
By this it will appear; that at fo early a period as Wm. 3d. the
policy
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woollen trade; his anfwer was, * He would take care
¢« what was complained of fhould be prevented,”
which is farther corroborated by his letter to Earl
Galway* in Ireland, dated Kenfington, July 15th,
1698, where among other matters, that he muft
¢« make effe€tual laws for the linen manufa&ure, and
« gifcourage as far as poffible, the woollen manufac-

<« ture, &c.”
(Signed o GV IR,

Can then much commercial advantages be expected
from a country that has ever reftrited our trade and
c¢ramped our manufaCtures? But, “{he allowsus the
exclufive manufature of linen,” becaufe {he cannot
equal us in it! O magnanimous England, you will at
length concede us an equalization of the channel
trade, wonderful conceflion! #te Great Nation when
compared to you falls very far fhort of your unbound-
ed generofity! You abufe France for her tyranny in
robbing Switzerland of her independence by force of
the bayonet, and how do you act to Ireland ? With
an immenfe military force in this country, {ill bleed-
ing from rebellion, you are about to annihilate her
independence, and forfooth grant her an equalization
of the channel trade! You that are fo prompt to
perceive faults in France, fall into that very crime
yourfelf, by your endeavours to annihilate Ireland

as

policy of England was to keep down the trade of this country, left
it fhould rival thatof England ; which is further corroborated by
a petition of certain towns on the coaft of Wales to the Briufh
Parliament, complaining of the Irifb catching herrings at Wex-
fird!!!——Vide Commercial Reftraints.

® The Earl of Galway, was a General of K. William III, and
one of the Lords Juftices of Ireland. A, D. 1697.
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as anation! Yet you will condefcend to allow beggared,
bankrupt Ircland, to partake of your taxes, and your
monftrous national debt, to give a penfion to the greas
Duke of Wirtemberg, or fome other foreign poten-
tate, and allow her the mighty wonderful advantage
of felling the produce of her indufiry on the fame terms,
you difpofe of yours, but the purchafe to be the en-
flaving of Ireland!!! Oh, for the verfification of a
Pope, the point and force of a Swift, and the fire of
an Addifon, to panegerize and tranfmit to polterity
your exalted benevolence : .
But “ there will be an equalization of the channel
trade:” are you fure of that? Will the footy manu-
fa&urers of Birmingham, Sheflield, Manchefter and
Ieeds confent to this, did not their remonfirances to
the Britifh Senate, ftrike conviétion the Britifh Mi-
nifter, when they petitioned againft Orde’s famed pro-
pofitions, while he was Secretary in Ireland, and did
not the Minifter fuddenly abandon what he had as in-
confiderately undertaken? Follow their example, let
Ireland’s voice be heard, united to its gracious King,
But inimical to Union ¢ never let her permit an Union.
perfidioufly undertaken by thofe ¢ who can fmile and
murder while they fmile,” to be forced on Ireland’s
virtuous fons. Letdreland but fpeak, and /be muft
be attended to. Butfuppoling an equalization of the
channel trade, where are your merchants? Perhaps
_emigrated or tranfported to a foreign clime, their
warchoufes eonverted into guard-roows or prifons!
where are your manufacturers? Perbaps undergoing
a fimilar fate, the refult of the diftrefies, the poverty
and the calamitous events attendant on the recent re-
bellion s even admitting England to barter conceftion
for.an WUnion, as it has been already obferved, what
mantfadturers would venture themfielves, their capi-
tals; or their families, to fuch a diftrefled counury as
Ireland? None can be weak enough to fuppele it
Stripped of her population and defolated by rebellion,

what
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what conceffions of a mercantilenature can prove iof
advantage to her? To the thirlty, languid, fainting
traveller on Arabia’s defart fands, you may in'vain
offer gold as ufelefs is it to him as the inhefpitable
fand on which he perifhes, one draught of water
would relieve him more than all that pageantry can
beftow, what then is offering merchandife and traffic
to Ireland at this moment, but infulting her? Give
her peace, butno Union, and you prove yourfelf her
friend. Hume the hiftorian, fpeaking of the Scottith
Union, makes this remark, that it but ¢kept alive
“ that mutual hatred between themations which had
““ been carried to the greatelt extremity, and reguireq
““ time to allay 1t.”* How mueh mere applicable and
more forcibly does this obfervation zow apply to Ire-
land, on the fubje& of Unien, than it did zjey to
Scotland ? England will no doubt endeavour to allure
Ireland by throwing out coneeflions to deceive the un-
wary, fhe may elevate the ‘archite@ural column, to
flatter Irith pride and folly, conftru& new ftreets and
rear princely palaces! Poor compenfation for Irifh
independence. The greatrofficers of ftate, with minds
ever Open fo conviciion, “upon the touchﬁ%;le applica-
tion of five or fix thoufand pounds a year, penfion to
be paid by Ireland, Will verydfoon difcover the expe-
diency of an Union! And thd walls of that Commons
that fo lately refounded with the cry of independant
Ireland!! confirmed by a vote of the Britith legifla-
ture, will foon ring changes on the vaft advantage an
Union will bring. Aduvantages? Yes, if oppreflion,
mifery, bankruptcy and poverty are {ach to a nation,
an Uniony will fle@& Thos: apvanTacrs. Vain.
then and filly to talk of commerce being encreafed
by an Union. By whom, fuppofing an equalization
of the channel trade to take place, would the 1mports
of

* Vide, Hume’s Hiftory of England, Vol, VI, P 21.
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of manufaéture and merchandife, from the Indies and
from England be confumed? By the fhop-keeper?
No, become a bankrupt, his thop clofed, he hasemi-
grated to America. By the the Nobleffe and Gentry ?
No, involved in extravagance and diflipation, thcy
- are exhibiting their equipages in London the em-
porium of the empire, what fate then awaits the mer-
chant but ruin and certain bankruptcy ? Laden with
oods, purchafed at a vaft expence, he returns from
3]6 Atlantic, or from the Indian ocean, he comesto
Dublin, a depopulated, beggarly town, inhabited but
by fqualidnefs and wrctche_dne{)s,, afccond Edinburgh
rendered fuch from a fimilar caufe, an Union with
England : here is printed in capitals, ¢ this houfe to
be fold for a third of its value, as the {hop-keeper
has become infolvent;” there ¢ a bankrupt’s fale !”
But it may be faid, < altho’ Dublin will be ruined,
Cork and Waterford will be benefited !” That is in
plain Englifh to fay we will deftroy and cut off the head
and metropolis of the nation, and very likely onc of
the legs and arms may furvive the amputation! O
{kilful Chirurgeons! May you never operate upon
this ifland ! But if the country be depopulated by the
emigration and oppreflion attendant on an Union, in
Gog’s name, how could any part of the kingdom, Aowe-
ever favoured by commerce, flourith? This then is
the {eafon, previous to the mecting of your Parliament
boldly to fpeak out, and declare how obnoxious and
detrimental an Union would be to Ireland. If you
quietly fubmit, without remonfirating againft it, the
opportunity pafled by will never again return.

The motives that induce the Minifler fo effe@ an Union
of Ireland with Great-Britain.

In accomplifhing an Union, there are feveral points
highly favourable to the Minifter. The Irifh Repre-
C fentatives
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fentatives in the Britith Commons would then fhare
the minifterial loaves and fithes, and like their worthy
compeers, the Scotch Reprefentatives, fupporting the
Minifter, add to his now irrefiftible phalanx, and
place him hereafter, zowever corrupt, or deftrulltive
of the liberty of the fubjeé, beyond the reach or -
power of parliamentary impeachment, which the wif-
dom of our progenitors had placed in the Parliament
of England, under the laws and conflitution of the
yealm. But thefe are not the only advantages that
will refult to the Minifter. Poor bankrupt Ireland
muft then bearher quota of the immenic overgrown
national debt of England, multiplying every hour
the war continucs, and of confequence, Ircland’s
burden mufl be encrinoufly encreafed.  The air we
breathe, the light that will then but render the mifery
of Ireland confpicuous, muft be taxed—the luxuries
of the rich, and even the diftrefies of the poor, to
prop the tottering pile; overpowered with the debt
and taxes of Great-Britain! ! !—Thefe are fome of
the profperous confequences that will inevitably refult
from the Union. Add to this too, that the nation
had been loud in its repeated declarations for Parlia-
mentary Reform and Catholic Emancipation, in
which, had it been unanimous, it muft have fucceed-
ed, and we would not now have had tolament the re-
cent Rebellion; and the unhappy, but too fuccefsful
attempts, to diffeminate bigotted diffenfionsin religon
efiranging the Catholics from the Proteftants, as if
‘we were not the fame natives of the one and fame
{oil; bu: an Union will prevent both from ever tak-
ing place, and will fo firengthen the coloffal power
of Minifters, that altho’they may be as deferving of
puni{hment as a Strafford, they will be placed beyond
the power of Parlianient.—Let then the Proteftant and
Catholic join hands ; it is the caufe of their country;
their difunion, which the Minifter has fo long endea-
vourcd to accomplifh, (like the feparated bundle of

rods)
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rods) will but weaken ireland’s efforts, and empower
him to cftablifh an Union. This is the caufe of the
Proteftant—of the Catholic—of the Prefbyterian—
of the Quaker—of every fet—of all. It is‘the

caufe of the ILrith nation—*¢ i# fball, it muj? be heard”

AMERTICA.

America had no legiflation when under the power
‘of England. When fhe had to complain of 2 breacii
of public faith, and violation of a folemn treaty, or
unjuft taxation, her complaints muft be preferrcd,
borne by a long navigation acrofs the Atlantic to the
Britilh Senate; where her virtuous Franklin was
fcoffed at, and her complaints, by him prefcrred,
were unattended to. But, it may be {aid, hew dces
this apply to Ireland ? Tt is anfwered, it would apyly
in cafe of an Union, not as to the comparifon of the
diftance of the great continent of America and the
contiguity of this ifland ; but it holds good fo far,
that if Ircland has any remonfirance to make, any
petition to prefer;it mufi be to the Parliament of the
empire, (as it is prefumed it will be then called) for
Ireland will then have no Parliament of her own, to
folter her manufa&ures, her agriculture, like an in-
dulgent parent ; her real interefls will conlcquently
be loft or overlooked, in the more confequeniial inte-
refts of England; charity will then begin at home;
none for fturdy Irifh folicitants! I'—Ircland muft then
fuffer for the juvenile indifcretions of an elder fiftcr,
who has fquandered her dower in deftrutive war and
unfuccefstul fubfidy !

It is high time, then, that England fhould learn,
and bear in mind the confequences of her condutt 1o
America—ihe fhoald ‘¢ remember and fear to tranf-
grefs;;” fhe fhould further recolicét, that (he actually
forced America to fhake off her conneiion, and that

had conciliation been adopted, America had fiill
‘ ' | Cz2 been
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been a part of one great empire, and had not been
wrefled from England by the intrigues of France,
and moft probably the French revolution would not
have taken place. Ihere cannot but quote a part of
the {peech of his Grace the Duke of Grafton on the
affairs of America; it is (if we can credit the reports
of the houfes of Parliament of the Irith legiflature)
fo applicable 1o this baplefs land, and proves how
France, taking advantage of the impolitic condué&
of England, has for ever deprived her of the conti-
nent of America. Thofe that do not fee the analogy
muft be dull indeed. On the 31ft of O&ober 17176,
the Duke of Grafton made a Speech in the Britith
Houfe of Peers, with regard to the condué of Mi-
nifters, of which the following is an extra&.* His
Grace enumerated *° the meafures of Adminiftration
“ with refpe&t to America, which he declared he
““ would oppofe as long as his legs would carry him
‘“ to that Houfe. He averred from authority un-
““ queftionable, that they had driven the Provincials
“ to feek protection from eur natural ememies: that
¢ France had all along fupplied them with arms, and
“ cvery kind of military ftores, that ¢ member of the
« Congrefs was now refident at Paris, and atually
“ in treaty with that Court.”

Would not one imagine they were reading a part
of the Report of the Seeret Committee of Ireland ?
1f then fuch has been the conduét of England (to
cxprels his Grace’s words) ¢ as fo drive the Provin-
““ cials to feck proteclion from our natural enemies,”
while France wes under a Monarchic government,
how, let me afk, would not, might not the meafure
of an Union, vrive the people of Ireland (which
God avert) 7o feek proteclion from our natural ene-

mies,

® Vide Parliamentary Debates in the Britith Senate, A, D, 1776,
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mies, even under a Republican form of government,
that has already effeéted fo much, that has and is.
aiming all its energics againft England, and that has
fo very far excelled, in its {uccefles whatever had been
attempted by Monarchic France? But it may be laid,
¢ as France has made thofe attempts, better:to be
«¢ yunited to England than to France.” Buthow are
we in this dilemma? Where the neceflity of bcing
added, a contemptible province to cither? Add 1o
this, if an Union with tﬁe former, was to prove the
very dire& means of eftranging us from, and-uniting
u to the latter, how impolitic would it be in Great
Britain, merely to indulge her national pride, by the
facrifice of Irifh independence, and run the rique
of Ireland’s feparation from England for ever? Is it

enerous, then, noble, prudent or politic, for En-
gland to difguft the people of Ircland, who had re-
mained fo faithful to England during a formidable
rebellion, when it had been by the infurgents, con-
fidered as treafonable to aét fo? let England anfwer,
and let England recolleét that but for the yeomanry
and the majority of the'people of Ireland, fhe would
now have had to regret the lofs of, infiead of propoi-
ing an Union to Ireland, ‘and this country had now
been a republic, feparated probably from England
for ever! Oh, gratefulEnglifhmen, how can I {uik-
ciently exprefs the opinion and feelings of the peo-
ple of this country at conduéi fuchas this! Is then
the obnoxious meafure of an Union, the way to pre-
ferve Ircland o England ¢

@ Qredat Judeus Appella, non ego.”

It is however true, an Union with England will but
confirm our Union, and will wnize @/, royalilts and
others, to oppofe oppreflion! Begin then, redoubted
England, confirm an Union, and you will rNpisso-
LUBLY HAVE ESTABLISHED oURs: Recolledt, my

countrymen,
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countrymen, that the American tea-tax and ftamp-
a@, fhone as ftars, to liberate the Americans from-a
code of bondage; and fimilar caufes, both in the
phyfical and political world, have invariably been
produétive of fimilar effects.

At this moment England has been fuccefsful;
fluthed and vain of her naval operations, Englifh
pride is up; but it docs not follow that Ireland is to
facrificed to that pride: England has now an im-
menfe army of mercenaries in this country ; and may
think herfelf certain of fuccefs in her.own political
arithmetic. But let her recolle&, ¢ the race is not
to the {wift, nor the battle to the ftrong;” let her too
recolledt that political life is chequered with misfor-
tunes as well as that of the individual, that the tide
of ill-fortune may turn, and in future wars, Ircland
become the bone of contention, if not a colony to
France, (if we are to judge from the many and re-
cent attempts of that power) when difgufted by an
Union with England. Recolle&, then, my beloved
countrymen, that I have fhewn, (or at leaft endea-
voured to do fo) that Scotland has not benefited by
the Union, that'e¢ven if {he has, it does not apply to
Ireland. ‘That your abfentees will be tripled, to the
irretrievable detriment of our native land—that our
commerce will not be increafed even from an equa-
lization of the channel trade, that our manufaétures
will not be benefited by Englifh fettlers, as they will
not in all probability come over to fuch a difiradled
country—that our commerce muft confequently de-
creafe {from. emigration, attendant on that oppreflive
meafure, an Union. Poverty and oppreffion being
the ever unvarying caufes of emigration. How ab-
furd then to expeét wealthy fettlers to give up their
comforts, and come to Ireland ? I have farther thewn
the motives that induce the minifter to accomplifh
this meafure, it being ever the wifh and the intereft
of every minifter to effect it. I have thewn how

Ak America
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America, through the impolitic condu&t of his Ma-
jelty’s Minifters, has been alicnated from the impe-
rial diadem ; and have pointed out the probable refult
of the attemptsof theenterprizing Republic—France,
{hould an Union be effcéted.

The decifion refls withyou, whether you will leave
a poflibility of our being annexed to Franece, at a

future period, or rémain as you are already, united
to our moft gracious Sovereign, and to England; or
bafely furrender your Rights to Engli/h monopolifls,
by not refifting an Union. Tt refts with you, it refls
with thofe that call themiclves your reprefentatives ;
if they do not fell your Rights, they CANNOT BE
sovcHT, and confequently an Union cannot be efia-
blithed. But fhould the Irifh Parliament take upon
themfelves to annihilate the Conflitution of the Lords
and Commons of Ireland, (by an Alt of incorpora-
ting Union) this aét would, 756 faclo, be void and
null; AND THE RIGHT OF CHOOSING A FORM OF GO~
VERNMENT WOULD AGAIN REVERJSTO THE BODY OF
THE PEOPLE AT LARGE.® ;

Pcople of Ireland then, thofe I mean whole love
for Ireland kas not yet been fold, whofe afic&ion Aas
not been corrupted, and whofe honour /as not been
purchafed; on you do I call—fpeak boldly out !—
"This is the time; now or never. If you are indifie-
rent, you are undone. Addrefs then, our beloved
Sovereign, and petition againit an Union. IRELAND’S
UNITED VOICE, i1 peals of thunder fball then be heard,
1T SHADL BE HEARD—at lait {irike conviélion, and
ftun the domineering Minifter, with Ireland’s cmpha-
tic exelamation of—NO UNION !!!

# Vide Locke on Covernment.

FINIS
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