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T  H fi

S U B S T A N C E

OF THE

S P E E C H ,  &ç.

him anxious to trefpafs a few minutes on 

the patience o f the Houfe.

M r. Speaker,

S i r ,

In the year 1785, during the difcuflion 

o f the Iriih arrangements, as they were 

called, I was a p«titioner at your bar againft

th»f«

i V l R .  P E E L  prefaced his Speech, by 

ûying, T h at a regard for confiftency made



thofe arrangements with Ireland ; and I am 
warranted in faying, that I carried with me 
the fentiments of a great proportion of the 
trading intereil of England. T he  objedt of 
thofe propofitions was to open a freer inter- 
courfe betwixt two independent kingdoms ; 
the one poifeffing great foreign dominions, 
and an univerfal commerce ; the other pof- 
feffing no foreign dominions, and very little 
trade j and, confequently, enjoying feparate 
interests, as they always muil, while they 
have feparate legislatures; becaufe they may 
become feparate, in fait. I t  was apparent, 
then, that thofe arrangements, however

■a
well intended, would have been prejudicial 
to the manufactures of Great Britain. 
T he fupport I have given the prefent mea- 
fure, does not arife from a change of fenti- 
meiits, but of circumfhnces. This plan 
embraces great advantages, both political 
«nd* commercial, which, by uniting two

countries-
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C 5 )
countries into one country, are calculated 
to add ftrength and fecurity to the Empire; 
and is fo eifentially neceffary at this time, 
when a daring attem pt has been made, 
both by intrigue, and force, to Separate the 
countries, that inferior coniiderations ought 

not to weigh againft a plan, which bid-, 

fair to fruftrate fuch attem pts, and to con- 

folidatc both the intereft, and affedhons of 
the lifter kingdoms. By an union we ihall 
become one people; and though the bene­

fits, in a commercial point of view, will be 
chiefly enjoyed by Ire land; yet, if  an opi­

nion may be formed o f the fentiments of 
the trading body of this nation, from their 
patriotic and ï'efpedtful filence, a difpofi- 

tion is manifefted to reach out a fiiendly 

arm to their diflreifed brethren, to raiii, 

them  from tneir prefent unhappy ftate to a

condition o f eafe and comfort, fimilar to
©ur



our own. This conduit does the Britiíh 
merchants and manufacturers fo much ho­
nour, that I feel particular pleafure in 
clafling myfelf amongit that highly valu­
able and refpe&able body of men.

T h o u g h  a friend to the principle of the 
meafure, I think it my duty to draw the 
attention of the houfe to the fixth * refolu- 
tion. I t  inuft be the intention of every one 
to place both countries on an equal footing; 
and though nothing can be apprehended 
unfavourable to this country, during the 
prefent low circumftances of Ireland, it 
may have an operation, at a future time, 
highly prejudicial to ourdomeftic induftiy. 
Each country is to provide for its own 
public debt ; and that of Great Britain be­
ing infinitely larger than the debt of Ire-

( 6 )
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ïartd, heavy taxes are neceiianly impofed 
on almoil every article o f  confumption, 
which has fo ilrong a tendency to enhance 
the price o f  labour, that goods manufac­
tured under fuch a preffure, cannot be 
rendered on equally low terms with the 
produce o f labour in places where fimiiar 
burdens do not exift. Unlefs this objec­

tion be removed, the meafure cannot be 

expedted to have the concurrence o f Great 
Britain. I feel it the more neceflary to 
urge this point, h a v in g  perceived a want o f 

that liberality in the Iriih  government, 

which characterizes our own. T h e  com ­

mercial intercourfe now fubfiiting betwixt 
the two countries, has loil every feature 
o f  reciprocity; Britiih manufactures being 

heavily taxed on their admiiTion into Ire­
land, whilil the goods o f  that kingdom 
meet w ith every encouragement here. 

W hatever may be the conduit o f  Ireland
» ) j/y  1

refpedting
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refpe&ing the proportions of an union, I 
trufh the ftrmnefs of adminiilration will be 
Inch, as to refufe all conceffion to menace 
and intrigue ; and that the aid which may 
be deemed neceiTary to extend in future to 
that nation, will be received as the genuine 
offspring of affedion : I always will oppofe 
the giving much for nothing, when de­
manded as a matter of right.

H a vi ng  faid thus much as a commer­
cial man, I beg the further indulgence of 
the houle as a member of parliament; 
though it may be deemed prefumption in 
me to fpeak on a fubjeót which has en­
gaged the fir ft abilities in this houfe, and 
after a difplay of talents on both fides, 
which never were exceeded. I fee, with fa- 
tjsfadtion, diihnguiihed members of oppo- 
fition in their places; becaufe I think that 
their attendance on great constitutional

queftions,
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queftions, induces difcufiions highly ufeful 
and gratifying to the nation. I cannot, 
however, compliment them  on the grounds 
they have taken in the prefent debate. 
T h e  interefts of Great Britain are fo deeply 
involved in this queftion, that I did expetfl 
the nature, and extent, of the facrifices to 
be made on our part would have been 
ftrongly laid down, and formed fuch a con­
trail to the imperial advantages fo forcibly 
iiated by the friends of adminiftration, as 
to have enabled the houfe to come to a 

matured decifion on the lubjeft. N o t 
having been fo affifted, my firft impreihons 
are unaltered ; and there I fhall give 
the meafure my continued fupport. T h e  
independence of the Iriih  legiilature hav­
in g  been unequivocally acknowledged by 

minifters, as it had been by Parliament, and 

ilrenuouflv infifted on by the other fide of
the houfe, I am the more furpnfed to find,

B that
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that the meafure of union has been debated 
by the latter on Iriih intereft only, as if 
the quefhon were finally to be difpofed of 
here, without being argued elfewhere.

T h e r e  are fcarcely two opinions in this 
houfe, refpetfing the utility of an union at 
a proper time, and on fair and equitable 
term s; though feveral gentlemen have ex- 
preffed their marked difapprobation of the 
meafure at this period* Confidering the 
ftate of Ireland, with a weak government, 
a difumted people, and with the ilandard of 
rebellion ere&ed in many parts of it, this 
plan is calculated to remove fuch alarming 
diiorders ; and the fooner the remedy is 
applied the better.

T he manner of bringing forward the re­
solutions is deemed objectionable. Several 
gentlemen are of opinion, that they ought

f i r f t



( ■*! ) . 

firit to have been fubmitted to the Iriih 
parliament, before they had experienced a 
difcuffion here. I f  the union involved in 
it ficrifices to be made excluiively on the 
part o f  Ireland, the complaint would have 

been ju f t :  the contrary, however, being 

the cafe, and the concevions confined to 
Great Britain, fuch a proceeding would 

have been highly difrefpedtful and injurious 
to this country.

T h e  feelings o f  pride and national con- 
fequence have been awakened in Ireland.* 

they cannot reconcilc themfelves to the lofs 
e f  their feparate ftate, and diftind: legifla- 
ture : thefe are valuable privileges, boaft- 

ed to have been acquired by their own 
exertion and patriotifm, aided by the libe­
rality o f  the Britifh parliament. But let 

/ne aik, Has not Great Britain likewife 

valuable privileges, purchafed w ith  the

blood



blood of our anceftors ? A diftinét king­
dom, and an independent legiilature ? A 
people united, and removed from every
danger, either foreign or domeftic ?------ in
forming, therefore, an imperial legiiLture, 
Ireland lofes no rights which are not 1L; 
wife lurrendered by Great Britain : the dii- 
tin il kingdoms will be mixed into one com­
pact body, and thereby derive additional 
ilrength and fecurity : Ireland will gain by 
the propofed Union, an imperial legiila­
ture, initead of a local legiilature.

T h e  frnail proportion of Iriih members 
forming a part of the imperial parliament 
is coniidered by many as a furrender of 
their independence. T hat an opinion fo 
unfounded ihould be entertained by a 
ftranger to the chara&er and conilitution 
of the Britiih parliament does not excite 
much aitoniihment; but that it ihould 
meet with the fmalleft countenance from

thoie
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thofe jwho have uniformly declared, that a 
change in the Iriih reprefentation muft be 
for the better, is, I own, a little extra­
ordinary. Every member of this houfe is 
a reprefentative o f Great Britain, and does 
not confider his duties confined to the place 

for which he was chofen. Yorkihire and 
Lancaihire are the moil extenfive and flou- 
riiliing counties in England, though indivi­

dually they are very inadequately reprefent- 
ed. W hen , therefore the two countries are 

incorporated, it will be both the duty, and 
inclination of every member compofing the 
imperial parliament, to promote the intereft 

o f  Ireland equally with that of every other 
part o f the united kingdom. Inftead, 
therefore, o f Ireland lofing two-thirds of 
her members, fhe will increafe the n um­
ber from three hundred to fix hundred and 
fifty-eight 3 and I ihall not be contradicted

in faying, if  an union ihould take place, it
will

( r 3 )
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Will be one of their firrt duties to adminirter

r  ‘el' and 'meliorate the condition of the 
people of Ireland, to communicate to them 
Britiih comforts, and m ate them as flou- 
nm ing and happy, as the people o f  Great 
Bntam are, from enjoying the benefits o f 
a more liberal fyitem.

T h e  remarks o f  the honourable member 
who fpoke firft (Mr. Hobhoufe) refpeding 
an wcreafe of Abfentees, merits particuJar

notice. I am ready to admit, to the fulleft 
extent, the injury which has already re­
n t e d  to the fitter kingdom from this cir- 

mftance. I j j  a country, however, go-

verned by equal laws and a free conftitunon,
fee n°  Pra<aic4 ? c  means of compelling a 

refidence, or removing the exifting evil, 
under the p refent order of things. The 

propofej union will have an efFeft the very 
r-verfe of that on which the honourable

Gentleman
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Gentleman founds his oppofition. Scot* 
land, and the parts o f  England moil re­
mote irom London, fuftain no injury on 
account ot people o f  rank and property 
fpending a great proportion o f  their time 
and income in the Capital. Manufactures, 

and other confiderable objeds of labour, 

generally flouriih moil at a diftance from 
the feat o f  luxury, and the g<iy purfuits 
o f  genteel life. T h e  want of accefs to 

the money circulating in England keeps 
Ireland comparatively poor and uninduitri- 

ous. W hen  the Britiih markets are, 
therefore, laid open, property lent from 
that kingdom will be returned through 
the medium o f induftry, by w hich an 
equilibrium will be reftored.

T h e  mind, unaccuftomed to embrace 
objects o f  immenfe magnitude, will be 
aififted by a commercial intercourfe. Sup- 
pofe two houfes in bufijiefs, one o f which is

o f
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of the firil refpedtability, with an immenfc 
capita], and extenfive dealings in every part 
of the globe ; the other in a comparatively 
low fituation, with but little property, li­
mited credit, and confined connections, and 
a propofal is made by the former, to take 
the latter into partnerflup on equal terms ; 
fuch an offer never having been refufed, 
we may eafily fuppofe is eagerly accepted : 
in this cafe, each party will lofe his dif- 
tindt firm, and the two houfes become 
one. I t  is unneceffary to aik here, on 
which fide the advantage lies, though both 
may be benefited.

T h e  clamours raifed againft the Union 
by intereiled men in Ireland, may for a 
time miflead the judgment of many people; 
the delufion however cannot be of Ion1*O
continuance; and a propofition, the moil 
liberal on the part of Great Britain, and on

the
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the acceptance o f  w hich the falvation of 
Ireland depends, muft be received with 
fentiments of fatisfa&ion, and gratitude, in 

the end, when reafon ihall take the place of 
paffion ; when policy ihall prevail over pre­
judice ; and wifdom ihall govern, where 

cnthufiafm mifleads.

( l 7  )

T H E  R E S O L U T I O N S ,

A s  th e y  w ere  finally a m en d ed  an d  fen t by th e  Com riiens

to th e  L o rd s .

I .  T H A T  in o rd e r  to  p rom ote  a n d  fecure th e  etfen- 

tial In te re f ts  o f  G r e a t  Britain  a n d  I r e la n d ,  and  to  con-  

folidate th e  S tre n g th ,  P o w e r ,  an d  R efou rces  o f  th e  B ru i ih  

E m p ire ,  It will be adTÍfeable to  c o n cu r  in  fuch  M e a ia re s  as 

m ay  belt tend to unite  th e  T w o  K in g d o m s  o f  G r e a t  B rita in

C . açd

(



( jS  )
and Ireland into O ne  K ingdom , in fuch M anner ,  and on

fuch 1  erms and C onditions, as may be ertabiiflied by A i l s

o f  the refpeitive Parliaments o f  H is  M ajefty’s faid K ing- 
doms.

I I .  T h a t  it w ou ld  be fit to  propofe, as the F irft A rticle, 

to ferve as a Bafis o f  the faid U n ion ,  T h a t  the faid Kingdom# 

o f  G rea t  Britain and Ireland ihall, upon a D ay  to be agreed 

upch , be united  into O ne  'K ingdom , by the N am e o f  «  T h e  

U n ited  K ingdom  o f  G re a t  Britain and Ire land .’’

HI. T h a t  for the fame Purpofe it w ould be fit to pro­

pofe, T l u t  the Succeffioo to the M onarchy  and the Imperial 

C row n o f  the faid U nited ' K ingdom  ihall continue limited 

and fettled in the fame M anner as the Imperial Crown o f  the 

faid K ingdom s o f  G rea t  Britain and Ireland now  rtands l i ­

m ited  and fettled, according to the exiiting L a w s ,  and to 

the  T e rm s  o f  the U nion  between E ng land  and  Scotland.

IV .  T h a t  for the farce Purpofe it would be fit to  pro- 

pofe, T h a t  the faid U n , ted Kingdom  be reprefented in O ne  

and  the fame Parliam ent, to  be ftiled «  T h e  Parliam ent o f  

the  U n ,ted Kmgdom o f  G rea t  Britain and Ireland j "  and  

th a t iu c h  a N um ber o f  Lords  Spiritual and T em pora l,  and  

iuch a N um ber o f  M em bers in the H oufe o f  Com m ons, as

ihali



r r  ’

be he rea f te r  agreed  upon by A i t s  o f  th e  refpeflive P a r -

• l iam en ts  as aforefaid, ihalJ fit an d  vote in th e  faid P a r l iam en t 

on the  P a r t  o f  I r e la n d ,  as ihall be fu m m o n ed , chofen , an d  

re tu rn e d  in fuch M a n n e r  as íhali be fixed by an A 3  o f  P a r ­

liam en t o f  I re la n d  previous to  the faid U n i o n ;  a n d  th a t  every  

M e m b e r  herea fte r  to  fit and  vote in th e  faid  P a r l iam en t o f  

th e  U n i te d  K in g d o m , fhall, until  th e  faid P a r l ia m e n t  fliall 

o therw ife  p rov ide , tak e  an d  fubferibe th e  fajne O a th s ,  a n d  

m a k e  the  fame D e c la ra t io n s ,  as are  by L a w  re q u ire d  to  be 

. ta k en ,  fubferibed , an d  m ade  by th e  M em b ers  o f  th e  P arlia ­

m en ts  o f  G r e a t  Britain an d  Ire land .

V .  T ha t to r  th e  fam e P u rp o ie  it w ou ld  be fit to  pro^ 

pofe, T h a t  the  C h u rch es  o f  th a t  P a r t  o f  G r e a t  B r i ta in ,  ca ll­

ed  E n g la n d ,  and  o f  th a t  P a r t  o f  G r e a t  B rita in , ca l led  S co t­

land , an d  o f  I re la n d ,  a n d  th e  D o t f r in e ,  W o r fh ip ,  D ifc ip - 

iine, an d  G o v e rn m e n t  th e reo f ,  ihall be p referved  as n o w  by 

L a w  eflab lifhed .

V Í .  T h a t  for th e  fam e P u rpo fe  i t  w ou ld  be fit to  pro- 

pofe, T h a t  H is  M .ijefty’s Subjetfs  in I re land  fliall z.t a ll 

ti-mes he rea f te r  Ur en tit led  to  th e  fam e P riv ileges ,  a n d  be 

on the  fam e F o o t in g ,  in re fp e f t  o f  T r a d e  and  N av iga tion ,  

m  all Ports  a n d  P laces  be longing  to  G r e a t  B r i ta in ,  an d  in

( 1 9 )



ail Cafes with refpcft to w hich T rea tie s  ihall be made by 

H is  Majefty, His H eirs or SucceiTors, w ith  any Foreign 

Pow er, as H is  Majefty’s Subjects in G re a t  B rita in  : — T h a t  

no D u ty  ihall be impofed on the Import or E x p o r t  betweera 

G rea t  Britain and Ireland o f  any Articles now  D u ty  free } 

and tha t on o ther Articles there ihall be eflabliihed, for a 

T im e  to be limited, fuch a m oderate Rate o f  equal D uties  ae 

ihall, previous to  the  U n io n ,  be agreed upon and  approved 

by the refpeilive Parliaments ; fubjeit, after the Expira tion  

c f  fuch limited T im e ,  to  be dim iniíhed equally with refpect 

to both K ingdom s, but in no Cafe to be encreafed :— T h a t  all 

A rtic le s  w hich may at any  T i m e  hereafter be imported into 

G rea t  Britain from Foreign P arts ,  ihall be importable 

th rough  either K ingdom  into the  other, fubjeét to the like 

Duties and Regulations as i f  the fame were imported d ire tf ly  

from Foreign Parts  :— T h a t  where any A rtic les ,  the  G ro w th ,  

P roduce ,  or M anufacture o f  either K ingdom , are fubjeft to 

s:ny internal D uty  in one K ingdom , fuch countervailing 

D uties  (over a'ad above any D u tie s  on Im port to  be fixed as 

aforefaîd fhail be impofed as ihall be neceflary to prevent 

any inequality  in that Refpeft : — A n d  tha t all o ther  M atters 

o f  T ra d e  and Comm erce, oiher than the foregoing, and 

than  fuch others as may, before the  U nion , be fpecially 

agteed upon for the due Encouragement o f  the A gricu ltu re  

and  M anufactures o f  the refpe&ive K ingdom s, ihall remain

to
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to  be regu la ted  from  T i m e  to  T i m e  by th e  U n u e d  Parlia-

m en t. *

V I I  T h a t  for th e  fam e P u rp o fe  i t  would be fit to  p ro -

pofe, T h a t  the  C h a rg e  ariling  C o -  th« I " '

L e d  S ink ing  F u n d  fo r  .1 «  R e d u f l io n  o f  .h o  P r .n c p a l ,  

o f  th e  D o b ,  incu rred  in e i .h e ,  K in g d o m  before , h .  U n , o n .  

C a l l  co n t in u e  »  be fe p a ra .e l ,  d e f ray ed  b ,  G r e a .  B r , , . ,n  

„ , d I r e la n d  r e f p e a i .e ly  : - T h . . ,  fo -  a  N u m b e r  o f  V e a r .

be lim i.ed , th .  E » P ™ “  »f  *>“  1  T *  '

d o ,  in Peace or W a r, (hall be defrayed by G re a , B  -

„ i n  an d  I r e la n d  jo in . ly ,  a c c o rd in g  ,o  f«ch P r o p o m o n s  a .

M l  be eftab lilhed  b ,  .h e  r e f p . a i . e  P a r t a . » »  p r e .m u

,h c  U n io n  ,  an d  . h a . ,  • & »  » (  l h ' T ' ”
b e  f .  l im ited ,  ,b e  M o d e  o f  jo in t ly  defray ing  f a b  E « p «  - 

ces  «.all be re g u la te d ,  acc o rd in g  . .  fnch  R u le ,  a n d  P r . n c -  

„ ,e s  „  (hall b e  in  like  M a n n e r  agreed  upon p r « ™ u .  »  * =  

U n io n ,  fo r  .h e  P u r p l e  o f  « M » - *  £ r . d « ,  , ,  an  u n -  

fo rm  S y ftem  o f  T a c t i o n  th ro u g h  e v e r ,  P ar ,  o f  .h e  , « t

dom.

V I I I .  T h a t  for th e  fam e P u rp o fe  it  w o u ld  be fit to  

r  T h a t  aU L a w s  in force a t  th e  T im e  o f  vth e  U n ,on ,

H I  a l l '  t b .  C o o , i s  Of Civil  o r E c c I .r .a M c a l  Ju . i fd ia .o .

w ith in  th e  r e f p e a i r c  K i n g d o m , ,  0 » U  ■ = » »  “  » “ » J

( 21 )
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