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THE

SUBSTANCE
OF THE

MR PEEL prefaced his Speech, by
faying, That aregard for confiftency made
him anxious to trefpafs a few minutes on
the patience of the Houife.

Mr. Speaker;
: SIR, .

In the year 1785, during the difcufiion
of the Irifh arrangements, as they were
called, I was a petitioner at your bar againft

» thefe
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thofe afr'angéments with Ireland ; and I ém
warranted in faying, that I carried W"nh'mt
the fentiments of a great proportion of the
trading intereft of England.  The objeét of
thofe propofitions was to open a freer inter-
courfe betwixt two independent kmgdoms ;
the one poﬁ'cﬁ'mg great fomiga dominions,
and an aniverfal commeree ; the other pof-
fefling no foreign dominions, and very little
trade; and, confequently, enjoying feparate
interefts, as they always muft, while they
have foparate legiflatures; becaufe they, may
become fcparatc, in fct. It was apparent,
then, that .t,‘m,f,e arrangements,. howcver
well intendéd,‘would have been prejudicial
to the manufatures of Great Britain.
The {upport 1 have given the prefent mea-
fure, does not arife from a changesof fenti-
mehts, 'but of circumitances, This plan
éthibraces great advantages): both political
and commercial, which, by unitingtwo

countries
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- countries into one country, are calculated

to add ftrength and fecurity to the Empire;
and is fo effentially neceffary at this time,
when 2 daring attempt has been made,
both by intrigue, and force, to feparate the
countries, that inferior confiderations ought
not to weigh againft a plan, which bids
fair to’ fruftrate {uch attempts, and to con-
folidate both the intereft, and affe&ions of
the fifter kingdoms. By an union we {hall
become one people; and d'wugh the bene-

fits, in 2 commercial point of view, will be

chiefly enjoyed by lreland ; yet, if an opi-
pion may be formed of the fentiments of
the trading body of this nation, from their
patriotic: and tefpe@tful filence, a difpofi-
sion is marifeted to reach out a friendly

* arm to their’ difireffed brethren, to raife

them from their prefent unhappy {tate to a

" condition of eafe and comfort, fimilar to

-

- e eur
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our own. This condu@ does the Britfdx
merchants and manufacurers fo much ho-
nour, that I feel particular pleafure dn.

clafling myfelf amongft that highly valu-.
able and refpectable body of men.

..
THoUGH a friend to ‘the prmc:,ph Qf the
meafure, I think it my duty to draw the
attention of the houfe to the ﬁxth * refolu-
tion. Itmuft be the intention of every one
to place both countfies on an €qual footin g;
and though nothing can, be apprehended
unfavourable to this country, durmg the
prefent low circumftances of Ireland, it
may have an opcration, at a futare time,
highly prejudieial to our domeftic induftry.
Each country is' to provide. for its own
publicdebt ; and that of Great Britain be-
ing infinitely larger than the debt of Ire-

*® See the Refolutions at the end.

land,



L N e i

i
%

e
b .

P )

land, heavy taxes are necefiarily impofed
on almoft every article of confumption,
which has fo ftrong a tendency to enhance
the price of 'labour, that goods “manufac-
tared under fuch a preflure, cannot be
rendered on equally low terms with the
produce of labour in places where fimilar
burdens do not exift. Unlefs this objec-
tion be removed, the meafure cannot be
expected to have the concurrence of Great
Britain. I feel it the more neceflary to
urge this polnt, having perceived a want of
that liberality in the Irifh government,
which ¢haracterizes our own. The com-
mercial intercourfe now fubfifting betwixt
the two countrics, has loft cvery feature
of reciprocity; Britith manufactures being
heavily taxed on their admiffion into Ire-
land, whilft the goods of that kingdom
.méet. with every encouragement here.
Whatever may be the conduét of Ireland

| refpecting
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refpecting the propofitions of an union, I t"'- :
truft the firmnefs of adminiftration will be.
fuch, as to refufe all conceflion to mﬂmccn
and intrigue; and that the aid Wthh may-
be deemed neceflary to extend in fl.y:ure to
that nation, will be received as the &tyunc
offspring of affection : I always: ‘wmﬁppafc

the giving much for nothmg,, thﬂ de-
manded as a-matter of right,

Havineg faid thus much as a commer-
cial man, I beg the fusther indulgence of
the houfe as a member. of parliament ;
though it may.be deemed prefumption; in
me  to fpeak on a; fubje@ whichs has en=
gaged the firft abilities in- this: houfe, and
alter a difplay of talents on both fides,
which never were exceeded. - I fee; with fa-

tisfaction, diftinguithed members of oppo-

fition in their places; becaufe I think-that
their _attendance on great- conftitutional
‘ queflions,
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queftions, induces difcuffions highly ufeful
and gratifying to the nation. I cannot,
however, compliment them on the grounds

they have taken in the prefent debate.
The interefts of Great Britain are fo deeply

involved in this queftion, that I did expect

the nature, and cxtcht, of the facrifices to

be made on our part would thave been

ftrongly laid down, and formed fuch a con-

traft to the imperial advantagcs {o forcibly
ftated by the friends of adminiftration, as

to have enabled the houfe to come to a -
matured decifion onthe fubje&. Not
having been fo affifted, my firft impreflions
ate unaltered 3 and there 1 fhall give
the meafure my continued fapport. The
mdépéndcncc of the Irith legiflature hav-
ing been unequivocally acknowledged by
minifters, 4s it had been by Parliament, and
firenuoufly infifted on by the other fide of
‘the boufe, I am the more furprifed to find,

B that
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that the meafure of union has been Ciebm:cl '
by the latter op Irith intereft only, .74.5 if
the queftion were finally to Ee_ difpofed of
here, without being argued elfewhere.

THERE arc fearcely two opinions in this
houfe, refpec'ting the utility.of:a;ﬁ- union at
a proper time, and on fair and equitable
terms ; though feveral gentlemen have ex.
prefled their marked difapprobation of the
meafure at this period. Confidering the
ftate of Ireland, with' a weak govcmmcn,t-,
a difunited people, and with the ftandard of
rebellion erected i many parts of it,ﬁ this
Plan is calculated to remove fuch alarming
diforders; and" the fooner the femcdy 15
applied the better., s |

THE manner of bringing forward the re-
{olutions is deemed objectionable. Severa]
gentlemen are of opinion, that they ought

firtt
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firft to have been fubmitted to the Irith
parliament, before they had experienced a
difcuffion” here. If the union involved in
it facrifices to be made exclufively on the
part of Ireland, the complamt would have
been juft: the contrary, however, being
the cafe, and the conceffions confined to
Great Britain, fuch a proceeding would
have been highly diffef] pe&ful and injurious
- to this country.

THE feelings of pride and national con-
fequence have been awakened in Irelandg
they cannot reconcile them{elves to the lofs
of their feparate ftate,and diftin& legifla-
ture : thefe are valuable privileges, boaft-
ed to have been acquired by their own
exertion and patriotifm, aided by the libe-
rality of the Britith parliament. But let
me afk, Tas not Great Britain likewife
valuable ptﬁ:leges, purchafed with the

blood
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blood of our anceftors? A diftinét king=
dom, and an independent legiflature? A

people united, and removed from every

danger, either foreign or domeftic?—=—In
forming, therefore, an imperial legiflature,
Ireland lofes no rights which are not like-

~ wife furrendered by Great Britain : the dif-

tin& kingdoms will be mixed into one com-
pact body, and thereby derive additional
ftrength and fecurity : Ireland will gain by
the propofed Union, n imperial legifla-
ture, inftead of a Jocal legiflature.

Tue fmall proportion of Irifh members

forming a part of the imperial parliament

is confidered by many as a furrender of
their indei)endcnce. That an opinion fo
unfounded fhould be entertained by a
firanger to the charader and conftitution
of the Britith parliament does not excite
much aftonithment; but that it fhould

meet with the fmalleft countenance from
thofe

Il A el BRh R G gy
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thofe who have uniformly declared, that a2

I-changc in the Irith reprefentation muft be

for the better, is, I own, a little extra-
ordinary. Every member of this houfe is
a reprefentative of Great Britain, and does
not confider his duties confined to the place
for which he was chofen. Yorkihire and
Iancafhire are the moft extenfive and flou-
rithing counties in England, though indivi-
dually they are very inadequately reprefent-
ed. When, therefore the two countries are
incorporatcd, it will be both the duty, and
inclination of every member com pofing the
imperial _parliamer’f t, tO promote the intereft
of Ireland equally with that of every other
part of the united kingdom. Inftead,
therefore, of Ireland lofing two-thirds of

‘her members, {he will increafe the num-

ber from three hundred to fix hundred and
fifty-eight ; and'I fhall not be contradicted
in faying, if an union fhould take place, 1t

will
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will be one of their firft daties to adminifter
relief, and ameliorate the condition of the -
people of Ireland, to communicate to'them
Britith comforts, and make them as flou-
rifhing and happy, as the.peoplc of Great
Britain aré, from enjoying the benefits of
2 more liberal fyftem. oy

g
o 1

THE remarks of the honoﬁrabb member
who fpoke firft (Mr. Hobhoufe) refpeing
an increafe of Abfentees, merits particular
notice, I am ready to admit, to the fulleft
extent, the injury which has already re-
{ulted to the fifter kinedom from this cir-
cumftance. In a,country, however, go-
verned by equal Jaws and a free conftitution,
I fee no practicable means of compelling a
refidence, or removing the exifting evil,
under the prefent order of things. The
Propofed wnion will have am: effect the very
reverfe of that on which the honourabje

Gentleman
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Gentleman founds his oppofition. Scot.

land, and the parts of England moft re- -
mote from. London, fuftain no injury on-
account of ,peaplc of rank and property

fpcndmgagmat proportien of their time

and income in the Capital.. Mannfactures,

and other confiderable objects of labour,

generally flourith moft at a«diftance from

the feat of luxury, and the gay purfuits

of genteel life. The want of accefs to

the money circulating in England keeps

Ireland comparatively poor and uninduftri-

ous. ,thn the  Britith markets _'arc,

therefore, laid open, property fent from

that kingdom will be returned through

the medium of induftry, by which an

_equilibrium w,ﬂlbb reftored.

TuE mind; unaccuftomed to embrace
objects. of immenfe magnitude, will be
ai‘ﬁft;db}a commereial intercourfe.  Sup-
pofetwo houfes in bufinefs, one of which is

of
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of the firft refpectability, with an immenfe
capital, and extenfive déalings in every pa.rt
of the globe; the otherin a comparatively
low fituation, with but little property, li-
mited credit, and confined connections, and

“ a propofal is made by the former, to take

the latter into partnerfhip on equal terms ;
fuch an offer never having been refufed, -
we may eafily fuppofe is eagerly accepted :
in this cafe, each party will lofe his dif-
tinét firm, and the two houfes become
one. It is unneceflary to afk here, on
which {ide the advantage lies, though both
may be benefited. |

Tue clamours raifed againft the Union
by intercfted men in Ireland, may for a
time miflead the judgment of many people;
the delufion however cannot be of long
continuance; and a propofition, the moit
liberal on the part of Great Bfitain, and on

the
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the acceptance of which the falvation of

Ireland depends, muft be received with

{entiments of fatisfation, and gratitude, in-
the end, when reafon fhall take the place of

paffion ; when policy thall prevail over pre-
Judxcc . and wifdom fhall govern, where

enthufiafm mifleads.

THE RESOLUTIONS,

As they were finally amended and fent by the Comrens
to the Lords.

1. THAT in order to promote and fecure the effen-
uial Interefts of Great Britain and Ireland, and to con-
folidate the Swrength, quer, ;nd Refources of the Britufh
Empire, It will be adufeablc to concur in fuch Meafures ‘as

may beft tend to umte the Two Kingdoms of Great Britain
b B C' 1 aﬂd
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and Ireland into One Kingdom, in fuch Maoner, and on |
fuch Terms and Conditio‘ns, as may be eftablilhed by Aaj
of the rcfpc&iye Parligmtm's of His Majefty’s faia"m‘gg:

doms. ,

IL.  That it would be fit to propofe, as the Firlt Article,
to ferve as a Bafis of the faid Uaion, That the faid Kingt_'jom,s
of Great Britain and Ireland fhall, upon a D}aYta]be ;gr&d'
upcn, be united into One Kingdom, by t‘1c N&te of *¢ The
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.”

I That for the fame Purpofe it would be fit to pro-
pofe, That the Succeflion to the Monarchy and the Imperial
Crown of the faid United Kingdom fhall continue limited
and fettled in the fame Manner a5 the Imperial Crown of the
faid Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland now ftands li-
mited and fetrled, according w the exifting Laws, and to
the Terms of the Unjon between England and Scotlgr@.

IV. That for the fame Puarpofe it would be fit to pro-
pofe, That the faid United Kingdom be reprefented in One
and the fame Parliament, to be fliled The Parliaim;m of
the United' Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland ;» und
that fuch @’ Number of Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and
fuch @ Number of Members in the Houfé of Commons, &

fhall
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ﬁnll be hereaﬁer agreed upon by Ads of the refpective Pa-
l:aments as afonﬁnd thall fit and vate in the faid Parliament
on the Part of Ireland, as fhall be fummoned, chofen, and
returned in fuch Manner as fhall be fixed by an A& of Par-
hament of Ireland previous to the faid Union ; and that every
Membcr hcreafter to fit and vote in the ﬁud Parliament of
the Unhcd ngdom, hall, until the faid Parliament fhall
otherw:fe pronde, take and fubfcribe the fame Qaths, and
make the fame Decldratlons, as are by Law required to be
taken, fubfcribed, and made by the Members of the Parha,—
ments of Great Britain and Ireland.

V. That for the fame lg’urpofc it would be fit to pro-
pofe, That the Churches of that Part of Great Britain, call-
ed England; and of that Part of Great Britain, called Scot-
Iand, and of Ireland, and the Dodrine, Worfh:p, Difcip-

line, and Government thereofy fliall be preferved as now by
Law eftablifhed,

VI. That for the fame Purpofc it would be fit to pro-
pofe, That His M.qc&;s Subjeds in Ireland fhall ac alf

times hereafter be enmkxf to the fame Privileges, and be

on the fame Fonﬂ’ng, in refpect of Trade and Navigation,
i all Ports and Ph'ca belongung to Great Eritain, and in
alt




{89
all Cafes with refpe& to which Treaties fhall be made by
His Majelly, His Heirs dr Succeflors, with any'ff'(g‘egl'
Power, as His Majelty’s Subje@s in Great Britain";—-'s’-‘l'hgt*
no Duty fhall be impofed on the Import or Expgi“t"bmwecn
Great Britain and Ireland of any Articles now Duty. free ;
and that on other Articles there lha'll be eftablithed, fora

Time to be limited, fuch a moderate Rate of equal Duties as

fhall, previous to the Union, be agreed upon and approved
by the refpedtive Parliaments; fubje&;‘;ﬁgﬁa-the Expiration
of fuch limited Time, to be diminifhed equally with refpect
to both Kingdoms, but in no Cafe to be encreafed :—That all
Articles which may at any “Time hereafter be imported into
Great Britain from Foreign Parts, fhall be importable
through either Kingdom into the other, fubjed to the like
Duties and Regulations as’ if the fame were imported direély
from Foreign Parts —That where any Articles, the Growth,
Produce, or Manufa@ute of either Kingdom, are fubje& to
zny internal Duty éu' one Kingdom, fuch countervailing
Duties (over aod above any Duties on Import to be fixed as
aforefuid fhail be impofed as hall be neceflary to prevent |
any Inequalityin that Refpe& :—And that all other Matters
of Trade and Commerce, other than the foregoing, and
than fuch others as may, before the Unjon, be fpecially
agieed opon for the due Encouragement of the Agriculiure
and Manufa@ures of the refpe&ive Kingdoms, fhall remain

o
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e United Parhia-

ment.
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VIL That for the fame Purpofe it would be fit to pro=.

pofe, That the Charge arifing from the Payment of the In-
tereft or Sinking Fund for the Reduéion of the Principal,
of the Debt incurred in either Kingdom before the Union,
o be feparately defrayed by Great Britain
for 2 Number of Years to

s of the United King-

fhall continue -t
and Ireland refpectively :—That,

be limited, the future Expence
fhall be defrayed by Great Bri-

according to fuch Proportions as

Parliaments previous

dom, in Peace or War,

tain and Ireland jointly,

fhall be eftablifhed by the re{pective
er the Expiration of the Time

fuch Expen-

and Princi-

to the Union ; and that, aft
to be fo limited, the Mode of jointly defrayiog
thall be regulated, according to fuch Rules
Manner agreed upon previous to the
fe of eftablifhing, gradually, an unt-
through every Part of the Kit}g-

ces
ples as fhall be in like

Union, for the Purpo
form Syftem of Taxation

dom.

v11I. That for the fame Purpofe it would be fit to
propofe, That all Laws .o force at the Time of the Union,
and all the Courts of Civil or Ecclefiaftical Jurifdiction

within the refpective Kingdoms, fhall remain as pow by
Law
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This Day is Publifbed by
JOHN EXSHAW, 98, Grafton-ftreet,

I. The HISTORY of the UNION between ENG-
LAND and SCOTLAND, by Danier De §og,

Price 4. 4d.

II. The SPEECH of the Riecur Hon. WILLIAM
PITT, in the HOUSE of COMMONS, on Thur(day,
January 31, 1799, on offering to the Houfe the REsoru-
TIONs which he propofed as the Bafis of an UNION be-
tween GREAT BRITAIN and IRELAND.

To which are added,

The SPEECHES of the Ricar Hon. JOHN
FOSTER, on the 12th and 15th of Auguft, onthe Bill for
effeCtuating the INTERCOURSE and COMMERCE
between GREAT BRITAIN and IRELAND, on per-
manent and equitable Principles, for the mutual Benefit
of both Kingdoms. Price 15, 7hd.

IIl. The SUBSTANCE of the SPEECH of the
Rigur Hon. HENRY DUNDAS, in the HOUSE of
COMMONS, on Thurfday, February 7th, 1799, on
the Subjet of the LEGISLATIVE UNION  with
IRELAND, Price 15, 14.

IV. EXTRACTS from DE FOE’s HISTORY of
the UNION. Price 15. 14.
Where may be had,

A CAUTION to the LOYAL INHABI{TANTS
of DUBLIN, bya FrEeman, Nos.I. and II.







