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ARGUMENTS

FOR AND AGAINST

AN UNION.

IT appears from a variety of circumfances, that the fubject of
incorporating the Irith with the Britifh Legiflature, and forming a

_ complete Union of Great Britain and Ireland, is undergoing a
difcuffion by the leading chara&ers of both kingdoms; and 1t is
rumoured, that fome meafure may be propofed upon it to the
two Parliaments.

The Queftion is of fuch extent and importance, and applies fo X
warnily to all the feelings, prejudices and paffions of the human
mind, that it cannot fail to be univerfally debated: the only fear
is, that it will not be properly debated.

If it is to be decided by paflion, or by force, there is no mifchief
which the agitation of the Queilion may not produce; if itis to be
determined on its merits, it cannot fail to be ufeful. In one cale
the rejection or adoption of it would terminate in difcontent or con-
vulfion; in the other, the relult of conviftion would produce
fatisfaction.

‘The objedt of the confiderations which follow, is not to give an
opifiion upon any pian of Union, which may be in contemplation,

| but to ftate the general arguments which refpect the fubject, and

' to prove that it ought to be difcufied with temper, and that it

deferyes fuch a difcuffion. '

; Let us firlt view the Quefiion in the abra&t.—Two independent

fates, finding their feparate exiltence mutually inconvevrient, pro-
{e'to form themielves into one flate for their mutual benefit,

~Such is the Queftion of Union, than which no Queltion can be

e Y

4 devifed more fit for fober and philofophical argument.

B . Again—Lvery independent fociety or ftate has a right, confiftent
i ~ with 1ts exifting duties and obligations, to propofe the means which
'._ A 2 appear




[ 4]

appear moft probable, for the attainment of the happinefs of ifs

eople. a
g Irf)' it appears probable that fuch happinefs can beft be attained
by remaining in its prefent ftate, {eparate and independent of any
cther country, feparation and independency ought to be maintained
at all hazards. If itappears probable, that fuch happinefscan beft
be attained by a federal or an Incorporate Union with another
country, fuch an Union oughtto be the national obje&. :

Wlhen the Seven United Proyinces, being cruelly opprefled by
the Spanifh Government, feparated from that Government, in order
to efcape from tyranny, and to fecure liberty and happinefs, they
alted according to right, in declaring and eftablifhing their inde-
pendence. ; ‘

When the Sabines found they could not maintain themfelves any
longer againfi the Romans, and faw, that by uniting with them,
they had an opporiunity of increafing their liberty, their happinefs,
and_their power, they acted according to the principles of reafon
and right, in relinquifhing their feparate independency as a ftate
and by their Union laid the foundation of Roman greatnefs.

This reafoning and thefe inftances, form a complete anfwer to
all declamation upen the common topics of naticnal dignity and
national pride. 'Were any perfon to exclaim, “ Who fhall dare to
propofe that the independence of Ireland fhall be annihilated * I
« would anfwer him by another queftion—=1If the liberty, the conve-
niences, the happinefs, the fecurity of the people of Ireland, will
be improved by an incorporation of the Irith with the Britifh le-
giflature, fhall we not for {uch advantages endeavour to procure
that incorporation ? 4 :

England was formerly divided into feven kingdoms, which were

continually engaged in predatory wars with each other, and the-

ifiand was a general {cene of confufion and barbarifm. A wife and
fagacious prince united thefe feparate kingdoms into one Empire.
Did the people of the Heptarchy lofe their independence by this
Union? Was a Mercian degraded by becéming an Englithman?
Were the people of the feven naticns made dependent, or were
tiey debafed and enflaved by abolithing the local regulations which
aivided them into feparate and hoftile focieties, defiru@ive of them-
felves, and each cther, and by affociating and uniting under one
regimen, one code of government, and one {overeignity ? '

We might extend this reafoning, were it not too obvious both
to Wales and Scotland : How isa Weichman degraded by bein
reprefented in the Britifh Parliament? How is a Scot enflaved by
becomine a Briton ? :

‘The Quellion of forming an Union between two countries, muft
never be confuled with the fubjection of one country to another.—'
The latter is ﬂeppeﬂfd to be the refult of force, the former of con-
fent; the latter is calculated)to extinguifh the power and indepen-

3 o Ao dence
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dence 6f one of the parties; the former by the communication a1
Privilege and the Union of ftrength, to increafe the power and
independence of both. The one is therefore, never to be fubmitted
to, but from neceffity, the other may be the obje of choice,

An Union may be compared to a partnerfhip in trade. If 3
merchant finds, that from circumftances of fituation, want of cre-
dit or capital, he cannot carry on his bufinefs alone, with advan.
tage, will he not be wife to unite himfelf, if poflible, to.an exten-
five and wealthy ferme, and to becéme a fharer in proportion to
his contribution of induftry and capital, in the fecure profits of an
eftablifhed houfe ?

If, therefore, the meafure of forming an Union between two
kingdoms, whofe feparate exiftence is inconvenient, is abftraétedly
agreeable to reafon and philofophy, and if in many inftances, it
has been attended with advantage to the contending parties, it is
plainly a fubjeé for temperate difcuflion. ,

If an Union may be advantageous, in what cafes is it likely to
bemoft fo?

An Union prefuppofes that when it is completed, the contrad- .
ing fates thall be bound together by the fame Conftitution, Laws,
and Government ; and by an identity of interefts, and equality of
privileges.

When, therefore, one of the States, defirous to form an Union, .
1s inferior in point of civilization, agriculture, commerce, manu-
faGures, morals, manners, eltablithments, conftitution; and the
other State is eminent and fuperior to all the world in thefe advan-
tages; it is evident that an Ugion, in fuch a cafe, muft be moft
beneficial to the former— for there is every probability, that the
Union will communicate, by degrees, all its advantages and excel-
lencies; and the inferior Society will be thus placed in a Rate of
continual emulation, and improvement.

Let us compare then.the fituations of Great Britain and Treland
—the former enjoys the beft pra&ical Conftitution and Govern-
ment, which any nation has ever experienced; the people are in
general the moft civilized, the moft obedient to Law, the moit ho-
neft in dealing, the moft decent in morals, the moft regular in re-
ligion of any people in Europe. They have the belt agriculture,

the moft extenfive commerce, and have carried manufaétures, arts,
and {ci€fices beyond any other nation. Their foldierry is brave
and orderly ; their naval greatnels is unrivalled.

Now, in'many of thefe particulars, we acknowledge and lament
the inferiority of Ireland - our civil and religious difcontents, jea-
loufies and difturbances; the confpiracies, the infurre@ions. the
rebellions wrich have difgraced us; prociaim our defeéts in civili-
zation and policy — that the former is not lufiiciently diffufed to pre-
ventirregularitg and licentioufneis; nor the later firong enough

e reprefs them Our agriculture is by no means perfect; there is

only
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only one manufaéture of great importance ; and commeree, theugh
it has been of late years increafed beyond our hopes, is not carried
to that extent which the powers and refources of the nation are
able to reach. F

Let thefe counsries be united, and indentified in government, in

licy, in intereft, what muft be the unavoidable confequence 2=
}’roeland will be gradually rifing to the level of England; or Eng-
land gradually finking to the level of Ireland; and it it is obvious
which is moft probable.

If any perfon has a fon uneducated, unimproved, and injured by
bad habits, and bad company; in order to remedy_thefe imperfec-
tions, would it not be his firft endeavour to eftablifh him in the
beft {ocieties, and introduce him into the moft virtuous, the moft

lifhed, and the moft learned company; and if he could once re-
concile him to fuch companies, and teach him to relifh their con-
verfation, would he not be certain of his fon's improvement, and of
his finally turning out to his credit and fatisfa&ion?

What can any fanguine Irifh Patriot with for his country but
that its inhabitants fhould attain the {fame habits, marners, and im-
provement which make England the envy of Europe? And by what
means can he hope to attain that end fo effeGtually as by uniting
with her Government, and binding up all her interefts and con-
cerns in the fame bottom?

Suppofing there were no other reafons which rendered the Union
of the Sifter Kingdoms defirable, the ftate of Europe, and efpe-
cially of France, feems to dictate its peculiar policy at the prefent
day. France has not only united to herfelf, and incorporated a
great addition of territory, but has rendered abfolutely dependent
on her will, almoft all the {maller ftates which furround her. Ge-
neva is incorporated, Savoy is incorporated, all the Auftrian pro-
vinces in Flanders, all the German ftates, on this fide of the Rhine,’
areincorporated. Spainis fubject to her influence; Holland, Swit-
serland, Sardinia, and the new Republic of Italy, are occupied by
her armies; to every country fhe extends her principles, and her
intrigues, and on this kingdom her defigns have been nearly fuc-
cefstul. No continental power could refift her arms, Great Bri-
tain alone maintained the conteft: but, in proportion as the power
of France is increafed, fo ought the firength of the Britifh Empire
to be dugmented. If, from the difunited ftate of the Britith Em-
pire, any particular part of it has become open to the attacks of
Franch or of its Republican faction in England, that avenue of
difunion {hould be clofed: how could it have been poffible for Eng-
land to have formed the barrier, which fhe has oppofed to the
Freech power, if Scotland as well as Ireland, atthisday, had con-
tinued a feparate kingdom, equally open to French intrigue ? She
would probably havetfallen a facrifice to-France and the liberties
of Europe would have fallen with her.

,  France

-



Ry

e

France well knows the principle and the force of incorporations.
Every ftate which fhe unites to herfelf, fhe makes part of her em-
ire, one and indivifible and will not fuffer any mention to be made
1n negociation of reftitution, Whilft in her affected plans of poliey
for the liberties of the Britifh Empire, the maintains the principal
of feparation, as effential to freedom, fhe confiders the Union of
England and Scotland as an ufurpation of the former ; and leavin
England to her fate, would make Scotland and Ifeland feparate
Republics. France well knows the adage, dum finguli” pugnant
univerfi vincuntur; and fhe has played that game fuccefsfully; but
as we wifh to check the ambition, of that defperate, and unprinci-
pled power, and if that end can only be effefted by maintaining
and augmenting the power of the Britith Empire, we {hould be
favoura%)le to the principles of Union, which muft increate and
gonfolidate its refources.

If an Union may be defirable between two independent king-
doms, it muft be moft defirable when two fuch kingdoms are
united under one Sovereign, and have feparate legiflatures; for
they have all the difadvantages without the advantage of an Unicn
~—The Sovereign muft refide in one of the kingdoms; there would
of courfe be the metropolis of the Empire; there would be the
real feat of the Government; thence would flow all the coun-
fels; and thither would refort thofe, who wifhed for favor and
emolument. The kingdom, where the monarch did not refide, not
having the origination of all counfels and meafures, and having
much of its rents carried away by abfentees, would be in a perpe-
tual Rate of jealoufy and difcontent; and being feparate in all re-
pecls, but in the individual perfon of the monarch, would be 2
g;ey to foreign faétion ; and an Empire thus compofed could never

in a ftate of full fecurity, for there never could be a certainty
that all parts of it would purfue the fame {yftem.”

- The objections to this predicament were fo ftrong in Scotland
_before the Union, that the Scots brought in a Bill of Settlement, to
provide that their Monarch fhould never be the fame perfon as
the King of England ; upon this the alternative of Union or Sepa-
ration became inevitable, and at length they wifely preferred the
former— What has been the confequence? The Scotch, becoming
entitled to all the privileges of Britith fubje&s, have greatly added
to their own civilization and wealth ; have enjoyed mternal tran-
quillity and fecurity ; and enabled Great-Britain, by the confolida-
tlfgn_ the whole ifland under one Government, to reachthat he.i%t
of profperity and glory which makes her the envy and the protect-
nlf !:ffgurope. ok & ) :
In the fituation which Scotldnd held previous to the Union does
Ireland ftand at prefent ; except that the Crown of Ireland is by
_exprefs ftatutes of declaration and recognition perpetually annexed
to and dependent upon the Crown of England ; fo that whoever is
“King ofg\ land, 1s in right of that title ip/> facfo, King of Tre-
land. The King of Ireland, as the King of Scotland before the

Union, refides in another kingdom. The counfels for the Go-
i vernment
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vernment of Ireland and framed in the Britifh Cabinet; the Go-
vernment of Ireland is actually adminiftered by a Britifh Lord
Lieutenant, who difiributes the patronage of the Crown; theIrith
Parliament is fuppofed to be in a great degree fubject to Britifh ins
fluence, and near one million of the rents of this kingdom are an-
nually exporied to Abfentees. The jealoufies upon thefe points are
great and unavoidable; and form the perpetual topic for inflaming
the minds of the people in newfpape_rs, and the unvarying theme
of complaint and inveétive by Parliamentary Oppofition. Nor
can this inconvenience ceafe whilft affairs remain as at prefent ; for
lo long as we form part of the Britith Empire, we muft acknow-
ledge one Executive Power, one prefiding Cabinet ; and it is of
indifpenfable neceflity for that Cabinet to induce every part of the
empire to purfue the fame principles of action, and to adopt the
fame {yftem of meafures, as far as poflible : and as the interefts of
England muft ever preponderate, a ﬁ)reference will be always given
to her, or fuppofed to be given, which has the fame effeét, _ The
Irifh Parliament is certainly in its inftitution independent; it may
when it pleafes act contrary to the policy of the empire; it may
exhort the King to make war when the views of England are pa-
cific; it may declare againft a war when England is driven into
one by neceflity ; and it has aftually afferted a Right to chufe a
Regent of its own appointment diftin@ from the Regent of Great
Britain; it may alfo declare again treaties, and refufe to ratify com-
mercial articles. Now if Ireland, having thefe powers, fhould at
any time exert them in oppofition to the conduct of England, the
empire would be endangered or diffolved ; and fo long as the Par-
liament of Ireland, from motives of defcretion and prudence, does
not exert them, it will be fubjeét to the imputation of being mean-
- ly and corruptly fubfervient to the Britifh Cabinet; and the im~
putation being conftantly repeated and always liable to be renew=
eds will have in future, as it has had already, a prejudicial influs
ence on the public mind, leading the people to diftruft and to dife
parage their legiflature. ' '
Add to this the melancholy reflexion, that the Irifh Parliament
_has been long made the Theatre for Britith Faction. When at a
lofs for fubjefts of grievance in Great Britain, they ever turn
their eyes tothis kingdom, in the kind hope that any feed of dif-
content may be nourifhed: by their foftering attention, - into
ftrength and maturity. Incapabe of beating the Minifter on his own
ground, they change the place of attack, and wound him from the fide
of Ireland, Need I allude to the Queftion of the Commercial Pro-
Eoﬁtions, the Qeftion of the Regency, and the Queftion of the
atholics; when we have feen the Leaders of the Britifh Oppofi-
tion come forward to fupport the Chara&er of Irifh Rebels, to pal-
liate and to juftify Irith Treafon, and almoft to vindicate Irifh
Rebellion? If then, diffeting from Great Britain in Imperial
Queftions, would diffolve the Empire, and if uniformly concurring
Wwith her, muft fubje& the Parliament to perpetual imputation of
criminal fubferviency to a foreign Cabinet ; and if fo ong :is zilil
Il
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Irifh free and independent Parliament remains, it muft be fubje&
to the Cabals of Britifh Party ; mighe it not be a meafure ot wil-
dom to incorporate the Parliaments together, and that Ireland
fhould accept the fame Guarantee for its Liberty and Profperity,
as {atisfies the people of England?
- It is notorious that before the Union, Scotland bad always 4
connexion and alliance with France; which fince the Union has
totally vanithed. Her feelings, conduct and policy have, fince
that period, been entirely Britith, It is equally notorieus that 3
correfpondence was kept up with France by a dpaa-ty in this king-
dom, efpecially fo long as the Pretender lived, who had the ap-
intment to all the Irith Roman Catholic Bithoprics, and who
difpofed of them in concert with the Court of France. It is alfo
manifeft that a connexion with France has been lately renewed
upon new principles; and it is obvious that the French will never
ceafe to intrigue in this kingdom, whilft ‘we remain in our prefent
fate, which prefents fo favourable an‘opening to intrigue of every
kind. - '
.+ Now let us fuppofe that an Unioen of the Britifh and Irifh Le-
giflatures were completed upon fair and equitable principles, what
woulid be our new fituation ! The Monarch would remain in Eng-
land as at prefent ; the Abientee proprietors of land might in fome
degree increafe; and London, as at preient, would be the general
relort for bufinefs, for advancement; for pleafure, But the Britifh
€abinet would receive a mixtureot Irifhmen, and the counfels of
the Britifh Parliament would be much influenced by the weight and
ability of the Irith Membersy all our party contefts would be
transferred to Great Britain; Britith faction would ceafe to operate
here; there would be no jealoufy of Britith Influence on the Ca-
binet or Parliament; there would be no clathing of diftin& inter-
eft no fear of Ireland becoming too powerful to govern, France
could no longer fpeculate on the nature of our diftinét Government
and Parliament; and hope to feparate the Lingdom, in fa&, from,
Great Britain, as it 15 already feparated in theory. ‘The cultivation,
the improvement of Ireland, like that of Scotland, would be pecu-
liarly attended to, as the increale of our weaith, confequence, abi-
hity, and power, muft tend to increafe the {ecurity of the Empire,
mot to endarger it; and in proportion that we felt the benefit of
an Union, our attachment to it would be ftrengthened,

Allwriters have agreed in condemning what is-called 7mperium
in imperio. - It is this vice of conftitution which has annihilated
Poland, where every fenator was a fovereign; and has enllaved
the Seven United Provinces, where each Province was a Sove-
reign. Franklin and Wafhington, the founders of the American

. «Empire, had not courage in their firft project of a conliitution for

the American fates, to exclude this radical evil> but left each ftate
ﬁendent. So foon as the prefiure of neceffity, which bad con-
..

ated the ftates, ceafed in confequence of peace the fault of
& ia - B fuch
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fuch a confitution heeame evident: it was clear to men of coma

mon’ capacity, that an empire confifting of Thirteen independent.
{ocieties without cne common Imperial controul, would foon.di-
vide into 1 hirtecr 1independent empires. To obviate this neceffarys
though poffibly diftant confequence, the wifdom of thc Americans
projefted a new conftitutions in which this original vice was re-
medied ; the feparate independency of each ftate was wifely relin-
- quiftied, » gsenera’ legiflative, and a general executive were forma
ed for the government of the Unionin every imperial concern;
and each refpeélive ftate was confined to local and ‘munpicipal ob=
jeéts, At the fame ume, a fjuft deference was paid to all the Telt
Taws and religious eftablifhments - throughout the Union; and
each ftate being allowed to maintain its ecclefiaftical arrange-
ments, all religious firuggle and animofity was prevented. -

To the wifdom of this plan of Union the firength and happi-
nefs of the United States may be attributed—1f each had retained to
itfelf its feparate independent Tegiflature; is it probable that the

* American Empire could have lafted to the prefent day ? If French
intrigue had at one time fach influence in America as nearly to
have overturned the exifting Unior, how could its efforts have
been refifted, when the gaining of one fate alone might have dif-
folved the Union? To injure America in its prefent form, a ma-
jority of the reprefentatives of the whole Union muft be feduced;
to have defiroyed her power under her firft Conttitution, the cor-
ruption of one ftate alone would have been fufficient. -

What are the fentiments of Mr. Adams, the Prefident of the
United States, with refpeét to their firft federal, and the prefent
incorporate Union—¢ The former,” fays he, “ was formed upon
« the model and example of all the confederacies, ancient and
« modern, in which the federal council was only a diplomatic bo=
« dy; even the Lycian, which is thought to have been the belk
« was no more. 'The magnitude of territory; the population,
s the wealth and commerce, and elpecially the rapid growth
« of the United States, have fhewn fuch a government to be in-
« adequate for their wants; and the new fyftem, which feems ad-
« mirably calculated to uaite their interefts and affections, and
« bring them to.an uniformity of principles and fentiments, is
« equally well combined to unite their willsand forces as a fingle
« nation, A refult of accommodation cannot be fuppofed to reach
« the perfeflion of any one; but the conception of fuch an idea,
« and the deliberate Union of fo great and various a people, in
« fuch a plan, is without all partiality or prejudice, if not the
« greateft exertion of human underftanding, the greateft fingle
« effort of rational deliberation which the world has ever feen.”’

If fuch are the fentiments of ‘the prefent, let us advert to the
opinions of their late Prefident; General Wathington, In the
letter addrefling the prefent confiitution of America; for accep-
tation, he has thefe words—« In all our deliberations upon this

: _ ¢« fubjecty
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fubjed; we kept fteadily ih our view, that which appears to us

“
-« the greateft intereft of every true Americans, ivic con//idatinn o

s gur Unioms in which is involved our propercy; {afery, peshaps
« our national exifience, This important confideration, feriovfly
« and deeply imprefled upon ousminds, led each ftate in thecon-
« yention to be lefs rigid in points of inferior magnitude, than
« might have been otherwife expected; and thus the conftitution,
« which we now prefent, is the refulc of a fpirit of amicy, and
# of that mutual defererce and conceflion, which the peculiarity
« of our political fituation rendgred indil{penfable.”

When, therefore, an Union is propofed to our confideration,
it may not be prudent for us to fpurn at a principle, which he
fagacity of Adams, and the virtue of Wafhington, confidered as
indifpenfable to the profperity, fafety, and perhaps tlie exifience
of America; a principle; which has difappointed the prophecy of
politicians, that the American Union would{plit 1nto1eparate an
contemptible ftates; which has preferved her from the intrigue,
the corruptions and infolence of France; and which enables her
to c}-ef}_r_ the menaces of that unprincipled power with conicious fu-
periority,

. Having confidered a few general topics, which the queftion of
Union naturally fuggefts, let us examine the arguments which
refuit from the particular fituation of Ireland, as to its propertys

its eftablifhments, and religious divifions.
" Nine-tenths of the property of Ireland are in polfeflion of
Britith Defcendants, Their lands were taken from the original
inhabitants, and confirmed to the prefent pofleffors, chiefly by
the A& of Settlement; but a large part of them was held under
Britifth AQs of Parliament for a century. The pofleffors of
thefe lands are of the Proteftant religion, and acknowiedge ihe
King as the head of their church; whereas, the original inhabi-
tants are Catholics, and acknowledge the fpiritual jurifdiction of
a foreign power. Thefe Proteftants, thus poffefling nine-tenths
of the propérty, are only one-fourth of the inhabitanis in num-
ber, and they have been obliged to rely upon Britifh afliltance,
for the prefervation of their property and exiltence at (ifferent

riods.
"+ The eRablifhed Religion is the Proteftant, and the Church is,
in Conftitution, fimiliar to that of England, and endowed with
Tithes of the whole kingdom, and with great property in land,
. "The paftors of the diffenting Proteftants are in a degree fupport-
ed by grants of the Legiflature,

The Catholics having fhewn great power in the conteft at the
Revolution, were long fubjeéted to a fevere code of laws, which
“Xkept them in fubordination ; that code has within theie fcw yeurs,
been almoft entirely repealed ; but, though they enjoy a complete
toleration, they are by no means contented, but demand poliiical
: +_equality with the Proteftants, and fuch an alteration in the Par-
- liamentary Conftitution, as will give their pumbers proportionate
Power, B2 The
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The Proteftants, recollefting the ftruggles which were made by
the Catholics in the reign of Elizabeth, in the reign of Charles
the Firlt, and in the reign of James the Secondy and poffibly
fancying that they difcover fimilar views in the prefent unhappy
conteft, a@ with diftruft and caution. They plauftbly. argue;
that thofe who have the fuperiority of number, when once they
¢an obtain the power, will not long want the property of the
ftate. ‘They guard therefore with vigilence their Ecelefiaftical
and Parliamentary eftablifhments, and look to Great Britain as
the guarantee of their fafety and importance. @

The Proteftants ftate, that when the Catholics were reftrained
by fevere laws, the kingdom continued in tranquillity for a centu-.
vy ; but fo foon as naticnal confidence, the refult of that tranquile
lity, induced them to repeal the reftrictions by which the Cathos
lics were bound, the ancient fpirit of rivalry revived, and the
Catholics demanded fuch a change of the Conftitution, as would

radually transfer to them all the power of the flate. :

The Proteftants feel likewife other caufes of diftruft, fuggefted
by recent circumftances, on which it is defirable to caft a veil,
when accufation on one fide, and juftification on the other, tend
more to exafperate than to conciliate, and to prolong our diftrac-
tions than to heal them,

Would to God it were poflible to bury all that has paffed in
benevolent oblivion; but fuch a confammation, though devoutly
withed, cannot be fuddenly expedted. Whilft the opinions of
Europe are afloat; when all the foundations of fociety are, as it
were, broken up and torn afunder; when all the old principles
and notions, which bound us together in fubordination and pedce,
are loofened or defolveds when it appears dubious and uncertain
what turn the public ‘mind will affume, and in what {yftem it
will ultimately repofe; the expeCtation of any quick return ta
former difpofitions of confidence; and habits of amity are poflibly
chimerical.

In the mean while, under the prefent temper and feelings, it is
not to be hoped that Proteftants will confent to furrender their po-
litical powers, much lefs can they be perfuaded; that they could
do it with fafety. A

At the fame time, whilft Ireland continues a feparate kingdom,
the Catholics will not drop their claims, nor the arguments of
numbers in their favour, So far from dropping their claims, they
have already renewed them; and the Catholics of Waterford, in
an addrefs to the Lord Lieutenant, have repeated their demand for
Eolimical equality, and advanced it on a plea of merit. They

ave fill, and will ever have eleftioneering partizans in Parliae
ment; and fpeculative advocates in England to feed their hopes,
and they will be fupported by every open oppoler, or fecret ill-
- wifber to the government, j
If then the feparate Conftitution and Eftablifhments, and Teft
" Laws of {reland areto continue as at prefents the kingdom muft

 remair
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rémain In a continual ftate of irritation? 'The numbers of Caa
tholics compared to Proteftants are as three to one. Modern
political writers upon Religious Eftablifhments lay it down as a
principle, that every ftate ought to eftablifh that religious fe&t
which is moft numerous; but as it happens that in Ireland, the
moft numerous religious fe& does not acknowledge the fupremacy
of the ftate, but profeffes itfelf to be fubjet to a foreign jurifs
di&ion ; their religion could not be eftablifhed, without deftroy.
ing the Conftitution, which is founded on the principles of Civil
and Ecclefiaftical Liberty, and the exclufion of foreign interfe.
rence and jurifdiction.

But fuppofe, at length, that the Proteftants, woen out by im-
portunity, concede to the demand of political. Equality made by
the Catholics—what are the confequences ?

In the firft place, the prefent Parliamentary Teft Qaths muft
be repealed, and a mew Oath framed to meet Catholic feelings,
and admit the jurifdiétion of the Pope.

In the fecond place, the A& of Supremacy and of Uniformity
muft be repealed. For nothing could be {o abfurd, as to make
men who deny the fupremacy. of the King, and the competency
of Parliament in Ecclefiaftical Concerns, members of the fu-
preme power, viz. the Legiflature; and at the fame time, to fub-
je& thefe very men to the penalties of Premunire and Treafon
for denying that fupremacy and competency. .

_ In the third place, you eftablifh the principle, that the ftate is
indifferent in rSigioua concerns, and that it is of no confequence
to the ftate, what is the religion of its fubjelts; from which 1t
follows, either that there ought to be no eftablifhed religion at all,
but that religion fhould be left to chance—or fecondly, that all
religions fhould be equaily eftablifhed—or thirdly, that if one
is to be eftablithed for the fake of religious inftruction, it ought
to be the religion of the majority, which is the Catholic.

JIn the fourth place, you eftablifh, or acquiefce in the right of
the Pope to a real, and effential juri{diction within this realm, in
all matters relating to the Church and its Government; and the
right which has been afferted of the College of Cardinals, which
ia the Pope’s Cabinet, to manage the ecclefiaftical affairs of Ire-

and,

Thus o foon as the Catholics of Ireland are admitted into the
Legiflatare, and the Teft Oaths and A& of Supremacy repealed,
the Proteftant Church Eftablithment becomes a public wrong.
That Eftablifhment is defenfible at prefent; becaufe on principles
of reafon, and from the nature of a free conftitution, no religious
fet can claim a right to be eftablifhed and fupported by the ftave
which denies the competency of the ftate to regulate their conduét ;
but when that principle is abandoned, the defence of the Protef-

tant Church Eftablifhment is abandoned alfo, ;
t
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It further follows, from the admiffion of the Catholics to politis
cal equality, that the frame of the Houle of Commons fhould be
reformed. Jtis a known hiftorical faét, that the Irifh Houfe of
Commons was framed with the fole'view of excluding Roman Ca-
tholics; when therefore the principal of excluding Roman Cartho-
lics is given up, the alteration of the Houle of Commons in favour
of the Catholics follows of courfe. |

Admitting the Catholics to feats in the Legiflature, and retain-
ing the prefent Parliamentary Conftitution, would belike inviting
a man to dinner, and on his-acceptance of the invitation, fhutting
the door in his face. : J ‘

If then reform muft follow what is called Emancipation, and
one be the unavoidable confequence of the other; would not a re-
- volution of power foon take place? would it not pafs from Protef-
tant into Catholic hands? and what hope could the Proteftants re-
tain of preferving their fituation when they hadioft their powerin
Legiflature, and their right to the Church Eftablithment ?

" Let us confider then what would be the natural effe@®sof a fa-
vourable Legiflative Union,

Firft—The empire would have but one Legiflature, one organ
of the public will, and the dangers which arife from an imperium
in imperio, from two fupreme powers would be avoided.

Secondly—Ireland would be in a zatural fituation; for all the
Proteltants of the empire being united, the would have the propor-
tion of fourteen to three in favour of her eftablifhment; whereas
at prefent there is a proportion of three to one againtt it.

Thirdly—The Catholics would lofe the advantage of the argu-
ment of numbers, which they at prefent enjoy, and the Conftitu-
tion of the Empire would agree with the theory.

~Fourthly—Whilft Ireland remains a feparate country from Great
Britain, Great Britain is not pledged by any {pecific principle to
fupport one fect in Ireland more than another; if the cannot pre-
ferve the connexion of the two kingdoms by upholding the Protef-
tants in their eftablithment, their power, and their property, L know
not by what tie fbe is debarred trom affifting the Catholics; for
whillt the kingdoms are {eparate and independent, Ireland, except
where the Crown is concerned, is merely bound by the ties of in-
tereft 10 England, and in'a fimilar manner England is only bound
by the Rights of the Crown and ties of intereft to Ireland. She
Is pledged 1o preferve Ireland to the Britifh Crown, but not to any
particular means or any particular principles for maintaining that
connexion, But if Ireland was once united to Great Britain by a
Legiflative Union, and the maintenance of the Proteftant Eftablifh-
ment were made a fundamental article of that Union, then the
whole Power of the Empire would be pledged to the Church Efta-
blifkment of Ireiand, and the property of the whole empire would
bs pledged in lupport of the property of every part,

An

T
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*An obje&ion to this reafoning has been made by ftating that am :
Union would encreafe Abfentee Proprietors; that the propriet&ra

of eftates are generally Protetants; that of courfe Proteftant influs .

ence would decreafe, and confequently the fecurity for Proteftant
prope:ity. -

° The anfwer to this objeGion is, that it does not appear that the
Abfentees from Seotland increafed after the Union, thatan argu-
ment from experience in political reafoning is {uperior to any ar-
gument in theory. Another mode of reply 1s, that {fuppefe Abfen-
tees were to be increafed, thi: evil wou!d be compenfated by the
folid advantase of having a fixed unalterable Confiitation, and of
having the whole power and property of Great Britain its guaran-
tees. W hen once the hope of change were at an end, and the
hope of forcing fuch a change deftroyed, diffatisfaction would fink
into acquicicence, and acquiefcence foften ihite content,

Another objeétion is, that if an Union be made upon Proteftant
principles, it cannot fail to excite the oppofition of the Catholics,
and to encreafe their difaffection to ‘@ Government which perpetu«
ally bars them from power ; that confequently the Catholics would
be more and more difpoied to cultivate -a foreign connexion. and
when free from the vigilance of a Proteflant Refident Parliament,
more likely to effe&luate that connexion  and the plans refulting
from it, without being detcted,

To folve this objection it is only neceffary to ftate it as a
petitio principii. 'What ground s there o aflume that the Catholics
will oppofe an Union, though founded on Proteftant principles?

Why may not an Union be fo fhaped as to be favourable to the
Proteftants, without being unfavourable to the Catholics?

Firft~-A Free Tolération will be fecured to their Religion.—
Their power of elefting Reprefentatives will be perpetuated, as
well as their capacity ot hlling moft of the offices of State.

Second—It may be advifable to conneét with an Union a pro-
‘per {upport for their Clergy and fome {yfiem of regulation for their

hurch, not inconfiftent with their Ecclefiaftical Principles, and
calculated to do away mifconceptionsof their religious tenets, and to
difcontinue pra&ices which have been attended with inconvenience.

Third~=The diffentions which arife in counties from Candidates
ftanding on the Proteftant or Catholic interefts, and all little pa-
rifh jealoufies will ceafe, from which circumftance great inconve-

niencies have been already felt.

Fourth—If the Proteftant Intereft be fecured, there will be no
neceflary Rate partiality towards Proteftants, which is a natural
fource of complaint.

Fifth —Catholics will feel more confident under a Legiflature
framed upon a more extended bafis, where the majority of mem-
_bers will not be influenced againft them by local prejudices or an-
‘tipathies.

W, - Sixth
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Sixth——Se&tarian firuggle will terminate, and tranquility bﬁ:ﬁ

reftored, animofities will gradually relax, and there being no groun
for political jealoufy anf contention, the habits and connexions of
focial life will re-produce confidence and friendfhips, where exift,
at prefent, rivalry and fufpicion. |
geventh—An openipg may be left in any plan of Union, for the
future admiffion of Catholics to additional privileges. .And Pro-
teftants can never object to fuch an opening, as they may reft af-
fured, that the Britfh Proteftant Parliament will not imprudently
admit Catholic pretenfions, as the Teft Laws could not be partially
repealed ; and it 1s evident, that the Catholics could not force their
claims with hoftility againft the whole power of Great Britain and
Ireland. ‘

Eighth—The Catholics are moft numerous in the fouth and
welt of Ireland; and it is conceived, that thofe parts of the king-
dom would be mof benefited by an Uniony as to agricultural and
commercial advantages,

Ninth—As all the ftruggles of the Catholics for political predomi-
pancy have failed, and as they cannot hope to carry their withes
by domeflic or even foreign force, they would do well to adopt 2
fettlement, which would enfure them many polisical and all civil
advantages, and reft fatisfied with a much greater degree of tole-
ration than Proteftants have ever enjoyed under a Catholic ftate.

"To anfwer the other objeftion which was ftated, we may ob-
ferve, it does not follow that, if an Union were made, that the
government of Ireland would be lefs vigilantly adminifteréd; it
probably would be adminiftered with more attention; becaufe it
would be lefs diftracted by the bufinefs of Rarty and of Parliament ;
and for the {ame reafons, it would be adminiftered more impartially.

With regard to Diffenters, they are fuppofed to be in a ratio of
about one-feventh to the whole population of the kingdom, and of
one-fixth to the Catholics. They are moftly manui%&urers. and
{ome of them are merchants; but they have little influence in the
prefent reprefentation,

Whilft Ireland remains a feparate kingdom, they are the leafk
confiderable body of the people ; but were an Union formed with
Great Britain, the Diflenting intereft would be in a very different
ratio in the empire, and their importance and power would pro-
portionably rife.

Itis difficult to comprehend the wifdom of their juntion with
the Catholics, in order to overthrow the Proteftant power and ef-
tablifhment; for {fuppofing their projeét to have been completed,
they would have been at the mercy ofl their allies.

If they had fucceeded in their plans with the Catholics; their
eonfequence in the ftate would have been probably annihilated ; if
an Union takes place, their importance in the empire will encreafe ;
2nd, as to their ftaple manufa&ure, it will be fecured for ever.. -
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“As it is probable that a modus for Tithes will accompany the
meafure of an Union, both Catholics and Diffenters would be ef=
fentially relieved and benefited by that part of a new {yftem,

" Some perfons have conceived that it might be advantageous ta
the Diffenters, if. the govenment of their Church were more al-
fimilated to the Church of Scotland, which is ynder the moft exo
cellentdiicpline; but when the ftumbling block of Tithes is re-
moved, they may probably fall in.with the Proteftant Church. The
caufes of difference betwedn Proteftants and Diilenters have been
for fome time obfclete, and they refort to feparate congrega-
tions, more from early prejudice and cuftom, than frem any ratio-
mal or even alledged neceflity. .

Having confidered briefly in what manner an Union would af-
fe&t the great religious defcriptions of the people,” we may proceed
to examine its influence on the differentorders and claffes of the
State.

The Peerage would probably in any plan of Union, be repre-
fented like the Scotch peers, by a delegation to the Britith Parlia-
ment. Thisarrangement would not affect thofe nobles who are
peers of Great Britain, and it would be favourable to thole who
refide in Great Britain. There are forty-one of the former clafs,
and about eighty of the latter. ‘The remaining fouricore peers who
attend Parliament occafionally, ‘would be the only peers materially

- interefted, but almoft all of them have confiderable property in

land, and as all perfonal privilegesand prerogatives would remain
to them, the general advantages of an Union in giving permanent
fecurity to their titles and their properties, would compenfate any
diminution of confeqnence théy might feel from their not being all
certain of feats in the Britith Parliament.

The fpiritual peers would be ainply recompenied by the fecurity
given to their diocefan eftates, and to the general interefts and et
tablithments of the church.

The fame reafoning will apply to thofe who have parliamentary
influence in the Houfe of Commons:—Yet it muft be acknowledg-
éd that fome{acrifices muft be made of power, of emolument, of
mportance. “Many fchemes have been in circulation for adjufling
the repreféntation of thiskingdom in the Britith Parliament. Tt is
not the defigh of this publication to examine them; but can it be
doubted, that'a reafonable reprefentation may be felected, which,
however it muft interfere with the conveniencies of fome individu-
als, will give this kingdom a proportionate influence in the Houfe
of Cﬁmons of the empire ? There is no difficulty in the fubjeét
fo.great, which may not be obviated, if an Union is of impor-
tance to be attained, and if ‘we ferioufly endeavour to effedt it.

The chief oppofition to the meafure muft be expecied from the

* Bar, whoare fuppofed to be more perfonally intercfied againft it
% than any clafs in focigty. It is a general habit in the gentlemen of
“Treland (o educate their fonsat the Temple, and the number of bar-

rifters is much greater in proportion here than in England. And
' _ as -
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as the profeffion will not fupport, by any meats, the numbers which.
purfue it, lawyers in Ireland extend their circle to politics, and are.
very numerous in Parliament, and extremely a&ive in the bufinefs
of it. In England there are few lawyers in the Houfe of Com-

mons ; whereas in Ireland they are a formidable phalanx, Were.

a legiflative Union to take place, Irifh lawyers would be deprived
of the Parliamentary market for their abilities and ambition; they
could not attend the Britifh Parliament without renouncing bufinefss
they would be entirely confined to profeffional profpecis: and mere
political emoluments and fituations would be taken from their
graip. jiehd : 5 A 3
But when oppofition to an Union came forward from the Bar, it
muft be taken into confideration, that the very reafons which make
the Bar oppofe an Union, are arguments in favour of it. .

1. ltisobvioufly the intereft of the nation, that the law thould
be accurately and deeply ftudied ; and it will be more probable that
ftudents will pay attention to their profeffion: when their-hopes of
advancement are confined to knowledge and ability in the line of it.
In proportion as you have abler lawyers, you will have abler judges,
efpecially when the temptation of placing them upon the bench,
from political reafons, 1s removed. )

2. Ttdsobvious that it would be prudent to exclude from the Le-
giflature, ydung adventurers, whohave but little ftake in the coun-
try, who have acquired by habit a facility of {peaking upon every
fubje&, and upon every fide of a fubje®, and who only con-
fider a feat in Parliament as the means of bringing their abilities to
market.

It does not, however, appear that the profpects of the Bar would
be materially injured by an Union ; the offices to which lawyers are
ufually appointed, would remain the fame; and if the road to them
was more through profeffional merit, than Parliamentary fervices,
itdoes not appear, that either the Bar or the Public would be in-
Jured. “

It is faid, alfo, that the oppofition of the Bar is not likely to be
unanimous ; and that fome leading charaéters, who have theught
moft on the {ubjeét, and who are capable of thinking beft ; who
ought to have great weight, where their intereft is in no fhape con-
cerned, and where purfuit of public good can alone fway their opi-
nions, fo far from confidering an Union as deftruive, conceive it
as pregnant with folid and permanent benefit. Aged and experi-
enced charadiers are certainly as liable to political temptations, as
the virtuous ardency of youth ; but where no private intereft can
operate, and efpecially where the pointof intereft, the cui foni, lies
againftan opinlon given, one fhould never hefitate between the na-
tural precipiation of youth, and the cautious decifions of experience.

To demonflrate to the Clergy, the advantages’ of an Unien,
would be loft labeur indeed ; if they are fuppoled [in general to
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be fufficiently fenfible to the interefts of the Church, we may fafe.

1y leave them to their ufual difcernment, in the quellion before us.
The geﬁt‘iemen of landed property, would be merely affected,
as the profperity of the kingdom 1n general would be increafed or
diminithed. If an Union would produce tranquillity, fecurity,
commercial and agricultural advantages, eftates in lands would be
proportionably benefited. Political contelts, party firuggles may be
the harveft of enterprizing adventurers, but they blight the hopes,
and blaft the fortunes of country gentiemen. Land in England, dur-
ing times of peace, is fold from thirty to forty years purchale ; in
Ireland the price of Lasa feldom exceeds twenty years purchafe,
This is attributable to the fuppoied different ftate of ranquillity and
fecurity of the two kidgdoms. “L'he continual'infurre®ions in dif-
ferent parts of the country, of White Boys, Oak Boys, Right
Boys, Defenders, United Irilhimen, have made refidence untafe,
and diminifhed the certainty of rents, and the value of tenure. Ii
itis probable that an Union would putan end to thele diforders, by
introducing fteadinefs of adminiftration, and regular fubordination,
the value of eftates would gradually rife to ‘the Englith level, and
. fpeculators in land, would naturally prefer this kingdom as the
{cene of improvement and experiment in proportion as the foil 1s
in general fuperior to that of £agland, and from being lefs imprae
ved, more fit for experiment,  The monied capital of England,
has of late years been increafed to fuch a degree, that notwith-
fianding the enormous léans which have been borrowed by Govern-
ment, the monied men are embarraffedin what manner to invelt
the capitals with advantageand fecurity. When a peace arrives,
‘and loans {hall ceaf®, the difficulty of employing capital will be aug-
mented, and there can be no doubt that if the Htate of this country
can be rendered fecure, it will be abundantly employed in Irith
purchafes and Irifh {peculation. ”
It is alfo certain, that Great Britain ‘does not produce {ufficient
corn for her confuhiption; it muft be a great object, therefore, for
Irifh landed gentlemen to fecure a preference in the Britith market
for ever, which an Union would certainly effect.
" As we fuppofe the Union which we are difcuffing, will confer all
commercial advantages which Great Britain enjoys upon Iriih tub-
jeéts, it would be loft time to prove that cur merchants mult be
gainers by the meafure. The Britifh adminiftration, in order to en-
creafg the wealth of the kingdom, for the purpofes of power, are
perpetually employed in devifing the means of extending the com-
mercerof England ; and under the wife regulations of that Go-
vernment, a commerce has been eftabiifhed, and by the late, naval
victories has been fecured, which is the aftonifhment of the world.
An Union then will place the Irifh merchant upon an equality with
‘ the Britith, and he will be certain to enjoy for ever the fame pri-
‘\Fﬁe‘ge,_s, protection, reg}xlations, bounties and encouragements, as
“are enjoyed by the greateft commercial gountry that ever flourithed.

]
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The queftion of Union will be debated in the metropolis, and
one of the chief arguments againft it is, that it will ruin the me-
tropolis and render it a defert. The fame argument was ufed moft
powerfully at the time of the Scotch Union, with regard to Edin-
burgh : the defertion of that capital was predited, the bankruptey
of its fhopkeepers, the ruin of 1ts proprietors, was foretold and in-
fifted upon; yet, notwithitanding the Union, and the prophecy,
Edinburgh, fo far from decaying, has flourifhed more fince the
Union, than it had done before. It will be confidered, that Dublin
anuf? fill be the refidence of a Viceroy and his court; that {cien-
ces, arts, amufements, may be cultivated in proportion, as there will
be lefs attention to politics; that it will bethe feat of juflice, which
will be adminiftered as at prefent ; the chief feat of revenue, and
the head quarters of the army. It will probably monopolize the
corn trade between Great Britain and Ireland; and from the cir-
cumftance of the Canals, which are making in every part of Eng-
land, and communicating with London, its commerce for all Eng-
Yifh goods with Liverpool will greatly increafe; and in proportion,
ps canals from Dublin are carried to different parts of the kingdom,
1t will be the depot for their confumptioniin all artcles of Britifh
manufadture and import,

A fimilar prediclicn is made as to the depopulation of the country
in géneral; and with much lefs reafon; For what induces refie
dence? Is it not peace, comfort, and fecurity? What has ba-
nifhed fo many families, but the lofs of thefe invaluable bleffings?
Reflore to Ireland good humour, tranquillity, comfort, and fecu-
rity ; her fugitives will foon return, taxes will be lower in Ire-
land, living will be cheaper. Thefe advantages, affifled by the na-
tural attraction of property, and the place of nativity, will foon
bring back the proprietorsof the foil. Property is ever fluctuating ;
anen of eftate are apt to be imprudent and prodigal ; and the accu-

* mulations of wealth, acquired by the lawyer, the merchant, the ma-
nufacturer, and the farmer, are ultimately invefled in the purchafe
of land. New purchafers do not eafily abandon their property ;—
as, therefore the wealth and trade of the country encreafe, the pur-
chafers of land will encreafe, and with new purchafers new refi-
dents,

"Lhe adverfaries of an Union admit, that it will be beneficial to
trade and manufadlures; we need not then be terrified by alarms
of depopulation, : :

The nextcity in confeqtience to the metropolis is Cork, which en-
Jjoys a fiwation particularly calculated for foreign trade, and an ex-
cellent harbour for Men of War to refort to for the protection of
the ifland and its commerce. Tt is alfo the emporium of provifi-
ons for the Britith Navy, and a place for all homeward bound
convoys to make to in times of war, when the channel might be
dangerous to approach. From the convenience of the fituation of

Cork
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Cork, it would probably, after an Union, become a Marine Sta-
tion, and a Dock-yard would be theré formed. It is known that
the three prefent harbours of England, viz. the Thames, Pord-
mouth, and Plymouth, are inadequate to the extent of the navy,
and that a new flation is greatly wanted. If an Union were once
effedted, there can be little doubt that Cork would be feleéted for
the purpofe. '

Limerick and Waterford would not be particularly effeCed, ex-
cept in proportion as an Union, by inducing the import of Britith

capital, and the general extention of trade, {hould nawrally aug-

ment their commercial exertions ; and this general argument 13
applicable to all parts of the South-weft,

With regard to the North of Ireland, which carries on a ma-
nufa®ture of linen, of which 52,000,000 of (yards have been ex-
ported in one year; all that can be defired 1s to confirm a trade,
which, by its extent, feems a monopoly. '‘Great Britain givesa
preference in her market, to Irifh over German linens of 37 per
cent, and grants a bounty of three half-pence a yard on all Irifh
linens re-exporied, the value of which does not exceed eighteen-
}:ence a yard. 'Thefe advantages, in favour of the North of Ire-

and, England might repeal or diminith whenever fhe pleafes ; by
an Union they might be fixed for ever.

It may now be defirable to obviate {everal objections which are
naturally and generally brought forward to diffuade Ireland from
an Union.

Firht.— An Union would extinguifb Treland. The name may re-
main, and furely it will not extinguifh the people and the foil;
though it may meliorate both. Tf its reprefentatives fit in the fame

lace with its Executive, and by that means obtagn great influence
in the councils of thé Empire; and the fame {ecurity for 1ts fitu-
aticg; as the people of England enjoy, how will Ireland be extin-

uifhed ¢
. Second.—What can'be fuch madnefs and folly as for a people to Jend
its Legiflature fram the Metropolis of thar own Country, whick is con-
wenient to all its Members, to fit in the Metropolis of ancther Countrys
Jeparated by the' Jea, at a great diffance, to the inconvenince of all it

z; o 5 gy,

The anfwer to this obje&tion is, that Treland is part of an Em.
Pire; thflt the King of Ireland refides in that diitant Metropoiis ;
that having'two Legiflatures in one Empire is incompatible with
its' fafety ; that a Confolidation of thofe Legiflatures promiics
great advantages ; that the diftance of Ircland from the Metropo-
lis of England, is not greater than that of Scotland; that in the
French' Republic the diftance of Toulon and many other parts
from Paris, is much greater than the diftance of Dubiin from Lon.

" donj and that in America the diftance of Charlefiown and cther

Capitals from Philadelphia, is in the fame proportion; yet no ins
convenience'is felt in thefe cafes ; and the inconvenience of dil-
ance may be gafily balanced by the advantages of Ualon,
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Third.—Shell e tamely vefign that Legiflature wihofe TMZZ:&%
was fo glorioufly afferted and eftablifbed by the c.lrms‘of the Polunteers 2

It is not intended to detra&t from the merit of the Volunteers of
Ireland, In afferting the independence of the Legiflature of Ireland,
they were convinced they were promoting her happinefs and fecuria
ty; they meant well, they a@led mnobly but they have failed in
fuccefs. 'The fecurity and happinefs of Ireland is at prefent fuf-
pended. It does not appear that the continuance of a ieparate Le-
giflature will reftore it. Some new arrangement muft be tried,
If the Volunteers of Ireland armed for the happinefs of their coun- -
try, they armed for a feparate Legiflature, provided they could ob-
tain it; but if that has failed, and nothing but an Union can pro-
cure it, they armed for an Union; it was not the means but the
end which was in their contemplation, To fecure the liberty and .
the property of their countrymen, to encreafe the haipinefs and
proiperity of their country, were their obje&; and whoever beft
purfues that object, fights in their caufe, and enlifts under their
banners. Can we fuppofe, if, in 1759, Ireland had been united
t0 Great Britain by an identity of Legiflature; that if her privi-
leges had been equally great, and equally eftablifhed ; that if we
bad been in the enjoyment of a trade as free as the commerce of En-
gland ; if her liberties had been fecured by the Habeas Corpus Bill ;
1f our judges had been independent, and if we had not been de-
graded by Legiflating Privy Councils—in fhort, #f our Confii-
tution had been the {ame as the Britifh, that the Violunteers would
have ftood forth to defiroy the profperity and happinels of fuch a
ftate, and have diffolved that which produced them? Would they
rot, on the contrary, have confidered any attempt to feparate the
kingdoms as hoftile, and have treated the advifers of fuch folly as
enemies? .

Nor was it fo much the theoretic defects of our former connex-
ion with ‘Great Britain, which roufed the Volunteers, as the prac-
tical evils refulting from it, and elpecially the reftraints upon -our
commerce. But their acquifitions, which removed thofe eyils and -
reflraints, have produced (as was at the time foretold) new incon-
veniencies and evils: ‘What then is the ftate of the cafe ? a fubor-
dination of the Irih legiflature to the Britifh, has been experienced
and found injurious; a feperate legiflature has been tried, and
proved inadequate to fecure our happinefs; an incorporation with
the Britifh Parliamait may fill be reforted to, which promifes the
fecurity of our {ubordinatz Rate, the advantages of our independent
fituation, and isin theory preferable to both. .

Fourth.— Mujt it not be the height of Jilly 1o part with the manage-
agnt of our ocuwm concerns for cver '

‘The obvious anfwer is, that in a fair Legiflative Union with
Great Britain we fhall retain as far as is neceflary, and not
with at all the management of our concerns. We fhali have Irifhe
men in the originating Cabinet of Great Britain; we fhall have a

‘number
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number of Irifh Reprefentatives in propertion to our relative con-
fequence, and in the Parliament of the Empire, Our affairs will
be there difcuffed by our own Members, in the prefence of the wil-
éft and freelt affembly which ever exifted, where our intereft is
their intereft, our profperity their profperity, our power their ag-
andizement, and where of courfe the anxiety for our velfare mu%[
¢ as great in the Britifh as in the Irith part of the Legiflature,
But this objeétion might as well be urged by Yorkihire, or any
county in England as by Ireland. It will be faid the Méinbers
for Great Britain will out-number the Members for [reland, as five
to one; fo may Yorkfhire complain that the Members for Great
Britain are in proportion to the Members for Yorkihire as fifiy
to one.
The fame weak argument was advanced at the time of the Union

**of Scotland ; it was then refuted in terms, it has fince been refuted

by experience. :

. Fifth.— A4 kingdom that [ulbjec?s its veun Legiflature to the will of anc-
ther kingdom, becomes its flave. Let the pofition be granted, and let
it be allowed that it is true, with refpect to an Union of defpotic
countries; with regard to an Union of free countries it does not
apply. For an Union, iprefuppoﬁng that the Legiflature of the
united Empire is compoied of numbers of reprefentatives, propor-
tionate to its component parts, and that the laws to be made muft
attach generally and not partially, and that there is an identicy of

rivileges and interefts throughout the whole ; it will follow, that
¥o long as any part of the Union remains free, the whole will re.
main fgree. Who would defire to have better fecurity for his liberty

wthan an Englifhman pofieffes for his? ‘L'he liberties of the empire
are at prefent maintained by a feparate body of reprefentatives for

Great Britain, and a feparate body of reprefentatives for Ireland ;
how will either be endangered vwhen a common body of reprefen-
tatives thall be formed on a fcheme of murtual mtereft for the joint
prefervation of both ?

Sixth.—1It is urged that the prefent is @ mofl improper time to agitate
the quz ficn, when the people are in fuch a flate of irrization and turbulence,
and the kingdom engaged in war.

It may be argied on the other hand, that the prefent is the pe-
riod moft adapted for its difeuflion ; for whilft the feelings of our

late misfortunes are frefh, it is natural that we fhould be anxious
to provide'every fafeguard againft their recurrence, and that we
ought net toadjourn the confideration of our permanent fafety to a
cafvaluinterval of peace, when a temporary enjoyment of tran-
quillity may render ws indifferent and regardlefs.

As toa time of war, it istrue, that the Volunteers took advantage
of the embarraffments of Great Britain in the lafk war, to affert the

ndence of our Parliament, It is likewife true, that the United

Irifhmen in the prefent war have taken advantage of the fuppofed-
. weaknefs



-.;-.--u-fu—a R R
7 . ! &

| [ 241
weaknefs of Great Britain to play the game of feparation. When

therefore, enemies of the empire take advantage of a time of war
and embarraffment to effeét its ruin, we thould turn againft them
their own gam:, and make ufe of a time of war to eftablifh its
fecurity. : ey

Seventh.—The queftion of Union is beyond the power and: competence
of Parliament s==a Houfe of Commons elected fir eight years, cannot
abolifh the Houfe of Commons for ever.

"This objeétion is eafily anfwered by confidering the end of Le-
giflative Inftitutions, by which their competency is beft defined.
The end for which Legiflature 1s eftablithed by a free people is to
maintain their property, to protect their chara&ers, to fecure the
liberty of their perfons, and to confult the convenience and happi-
nefs of the people. Now if it be not poflible for a Legiflature to
enfure thefe ends to its confiituents by preferving “itfelf feparate
from another kingdom, and if by uniting itfelf with another king-
dom, it is certain or highly probable that their egpds will be at-
tained; it follows, that were a Legiflature to refufe entertaining
fuch a queftion it would defert its duty, which is the purfuit of the
general good, That in the difcuffion of the queftion the Legifla-
ture 6ught to liften te the opinion of the people is true, and it will
not act againft that opinion if univerfal; but, on the other hand,
it ought not to be terrified by the clamour of a few, and fhould be
{atisfied by general acquaintance.

If this argument had any real weight, we could never have ob-
tained the reformation, and the eftablithment of Proteftantifm ;
we could never have procured the Revolution, and have changed
the line of hereditary fucceflicn to the throne; the Union of Scot-
land and England could not have been entertained. If is a com-
mon maxim In logic, that what proves too much, proves nothing ;
and if this maxim ds applicable to fubjeéts, where ftrict reafoning
is required, it cannot be excluded from political arguments, where
probabilities and experiences muft be reforted to, and queftions
are to be decided by the principles of moral reafoning, not by
smathematical precifion.

Eighth,—The arguments from national dignity, and national
pride, have been obviated already; but as they will be repeatedly
urged, as being ealy topics -of declamation, another mode of re-
jeting them may be fuggefted.

Ireland, independant Ireland, has, at this moment, its commerce
in all parts of the world, protected without expenfe, by the Bri-
tilh Navy. Her fupplies for the year are chiefly raifed by the
Britifh Minifter in England, on the faith of the Britith Parlia-
ment; her country is protected from domeftic and foreign enemies,
by forty thoufand Britifh troops, at the expenfe to Great Britain,
of {feven hundred thoufand pounds a year. If her dignity and pride
do not {uffer by receiving fuch affiftance and proteétion, how can
they be injured, if fhe makes herfelf a part of that nation, incor-

porates
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porates her Legiflature into that of Great Britain, and converts
that prote€tion, which {he now receives as favour; into a right? .

Ninth.—When Ircland was fubfect to the comroul of the Britifs
Parliaments was fbe not kept down n @ wretched flate of penurys
by the tyranny of Great Britainy and will fhe not be reduced toa

emilar fates by again [ubjecling her reprefentative 1o theirs @ Has
not all the improvement of the kingdom arifen from the exertions of
@ free Legiflature; and fball we confent to part with that powers
which has been the only caufe of our profperity ? ;

This argument would have fome weight if an Union were a
fate of fubjeftion, from which it is effentially diftinguithed, as
has been demonftrated before. The greatadvantage of an Union
is, that it places Ireland on an equality with Great Britain, and
prevents its fubjection for ever. The vice of our former connex-
10n with England was, that Great Britain made laws to bind Ire-
land, without binding herfelf at the fame time, by the fame laws.
After an Union, partial laws cannot be made, where general inte-
reft is concerned; we fhall have full fecurity that the Britith Uni-
ted Patliament will never injure Ireland, becaufe it muft at the
fame time injure herfelf, and this is the beft poflible fecurity.

Tt is certain, that fince the independence of the lrith Legifla-
ture, our commerce has increafed, but that has been effetted by
Great Britain admitting us to her Colony trade, and by relaxing
the Navigation Laws; and if the giving us fome of the advantas
ges of Britih Commerce, has been of fuch benefit already, what

rogrefs may we not expect, when all the advantages of the Bri-
tifh Market, and Britith Commerce fball be fccured to us for evers
which cannot fail to be the effe& of ar Union!

Tenthi—An Union muft te our ruin or defirullion; all we want
7s a good [leady Adminifivation; wifely and firmly condulledy- and
then all things will go well,

Here we muft afl, what is meant by a frm and fleady Adminif-
syation? Does it mean fuch an Adminiftration as attends to the en-
creafe of the nation in population, its advancement in agricuiture,
in manufatures, in wealth and profperity ? If that is intended, we
have had the experience of it thefe twenty years; for it is univer-
fally admitted, that no country in the world ever made fuch rapid
advances as Ireland has done in thefe refpeéts; yet all her accel-
fion of property has been of no avail; difcontent has kept pace

with improyement; difcord has grown up with our wealth, conlpi-
racy and rebellion have fhot up with our. profperity.

Wihat then is intended by a feady and firm Adminifration 2 Is
it a determined, inflexible fupport of Proteflant Afcendency, and
a rigorous and indignant rejection of Catholic claims? Who will
be a guarantee of that fyftem, and whom will it content? The
Ca.thglics will not afquiefce in its proprigty. A party of Protel-

tants in Ireland, term it unjuft and ablurd ; another party 1n Eng-

bly
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bly the future minifters of England, may condemn it4 ‘and fone
members of the Britith Cabinet are fuppofed to be adverfe to it
Its fability may reft upon accident, upon the death of a fingle
charatter, upon the change of a Minifter, on the temper of a
Lord Lieutenant ; and the policy of this fyftem is much doubted by
the people of England. 3 :

. But, perhaps, @ firm and feady Adminifiration meags Catholic
Emancipation and Reform. Doctor M"Nevin, however, and the
United Irifhmen, afure us, that thefe meafures are the'certain in-
troduction of Separation and Republicanifm, and ‘that they were
merely adopted with that view by the United Irithmen. Fus ¢f
& ab hofiw doceri, '

If then mere attention to agricultural and commercial profpe-
ity and to general improvement; will not preferve good orders
fubordination, and allegiance; if the power of ‘maintaining Pro-
teftant Afcendency is uncertain, and the projectof Catholic Eman-
cipation and Reform is pregnant with danger, dught we to rejett
the confideration of « mealure with contumely, and difdain, which
places our Conftitution on the {ame footing of fecurity as that of
Great Britain, and holds out Britifh Principles, Britith Honour,
and Britifh Power, as the guarantee of our Libertics and Eftablifh-
ments. ' :

A few of the topics relating to an Union have been'now difcuffed,
and it is hoped they have been difcufled in fuch a manner as to
prove that the fubject of am Union with Great Britain, deferves
the ferious and calm delibération of ‘every honeft man; that itis
not to be encountered by pa{ﬁon, nor combated with arms.

An Union has this advantage—it may be ourfalvation; it can=
not be our ruin. 3 . '

Equal liberty, equal privilege with the people of Great Britain,
‘guaranteed by a Parliament compofed from the Reprefentatives of
both kingdoms, and upheld by the power of all the fubjeéts of the
two iflands; in fhert, the confolidation of Great Britain and Ire-
land into one kingdom; with one Conftitution, one King, ofie Law,
one Religion, can never be the ruin of Ireland. ‘Tt widens the
foundation of our liberties, it advances our proipelts of improve-
ment, it firengthens the bafis of profperity in domeftic fecurity,
and enfures our Imperial Tndependenceby confolidating our power.

There may be prejudices to overcome; there may be private
interefts to manage and to compenfate ; there may be the intrigues
of our enemies to counterall; but if the nature of our fiwuation,
our permanent and great interefls, demonftrate an Union to be fa-
lutary for our perpetual improyement, {ccurity, and fability, let
us boldly follow where our reafon leads, though private intereft
Tocal prejudices and hoftile intrigue, fhall attempt to impede'and
arrcft our pragrels. ‘

The defign of what has been written is to remove any improper
‘prejofieflion againft an Union in general; the detail of the du 'jl"i&

as
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tas not beén ‘entered ?oh. It may be obferved, however, that
the foﬂcmpohﬂm‘re uppofed :

- Firft. -eprdfervationfof the Proteftant religion and eltablifh-
mient, asa fundamental article.

Second.—An equitable number of Peers and Commeners, to fit
in the Parliament of the Empire.

- Third.—An equality of Rights-and Privileges, and a fair adjuft-
nient of commerce. - :

‘Fourth.—An equitable arrangement as to revenues, debts and fu-
ture taxes, fuitable to our fituation and powers.

. Pifth.—The continuance of the ¢ivil adminiftration.in Ireland, as
it ftands at prefent accommodated to the new fitvation of the kingdom,

‘Sixth.—An arrangement for the Ronian Catholic clergy, lo as
to put'anend, if poflible, to religious jealoufies, and to enlure the
attaclinient of that order-of men to the itate. ;

Severith.— Some further provifion toithe Difienting clergy.

Eighth.— An arrangement with fefpect to tithes,

It is furely poffible that all thefe poirnts may be properly adjufted,
by wife and noble men, o as to prove upon the whole a rational
and permanent {yftem upon which we may fecurely clofe up our in-
terelts with thofe of Great Britaint. But it would be ufelefs to enter
into the detail of any meafure, fo long as the public mind fhould
refufe to difcufs its principle. If all advantages are to be rejected,
becaufe they cannot be obtained but through the medium of an
Union; if we had rather continue in turbulent infecurity, than be
united in profperity and happinefs with Great Britain; and if we
prefer adhering with tenacious obflinacy to falfe notions of Pride,
rather than to cherifh the fentiments of true Independance, the la-
bour of detailed reafoning would be loft and futile.

But as we truft the foregoing obfervations may tend to incline
every rational mind to atair Examiration and Enquiry, we may
hereafter profit on the difpofition and temper of the Public, and
fuggeft a {cheme for confideration, accompanied with calculations
and details, :

Some of the ftatements which have been made in this publica-
tion, feem to have the tendency of increafing Party Animofity,
whereas the object of the writer is toreconcile and extinguifh them ;

. but he knows not how to induce men to \think rightly, without
making them fee their fituation and confefs it.

The premifes which have been ftated cannot be controverted.
If our g:ation be imputed to mal-adminiftration, who can fecure
us from its recurrence? If to the inftability of affairs, who can

s ofure their future confiftency ? If to the prevalence of the Pro-
teftant Monopoly, who can induce men to relinquifh what appear-
ed to them the fecurity for their properties? If to the efforts of

, " the Catholics, who can force them to abandon théir claims?

Ts there not fome fettlement to be anxioufly wifhed for, which
may lay thefee caufes of difcontent aflcep, and quiet them for ever?
: We
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We have been fufficiently diftradted and haraffed. Wehave drank
enough from the bitter cup of diffention. Shall then any attempt
to en%ure tranquillity be the fource of difcord ; ‘fhall the difcuffion
of a plaufible theory lead to paffion and relentment ; and an honeft
atempt to allay the commotions of the State, and to fettle itsgjarrin
interells, be a provocation to new animofities and frefh outrages:? -

The enemies of the empire have ftated, that Ireland can never
be happy until fhe is feparated from England; it is the opinion of
many of her friends, that fhe never can be truly happy until the is
entirely united with England. g S

The one attempt would make Ireland the fcene of .conteft in
Europe; would deluge her with blood ; would reduce her to defo-
lation: the latter by making her power, the power of Great Bri-
tain and the power of Great Britain her own, would enable the
Britith Empire to defy every hoftile attack, and to {ecure to the
happy coafts of the two iflands, all the bleffings of genuine and
rational liberty, of true and folid independence and fecurity.
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