
Yet, oh w hat doubt, what fad prefaging voice» 
Whil'pers within, and bids me not rejoice:
Bids me contemplate every State around 
F r o m  fultry S, ain to N o r w a y ’s icy bounds 
Bids their lost rights, their ruined glories fee. 
And tells m e, thefe, like  Ireland, once were tree.

L A T E T  A N G X J i S  I N  H E R B A .

V  ?  ^  C O R K :

P R I N T E D  B Y  J .  C O N N O R ,

c h a t t s r t o n ’s-b u i l d i n g s , G U N D - P A U D I .





THE FRIENDS OF AN UNION, &c

A Q U E S T I O N  o f  ferious and eternal  moment to Ire-  

land,  w e  underftand, is about  to be agitated, relative to 
an Union with G re a t  Britain. M e n  eminent for polit ical  
r a n k ,  and diftinguifhed for legiflative ta lent, fecm filent 

on a fubjeét that  challenges e v e ry  exertion of their  

pow ers .  A  few publications it is true h a v e  a p p e a re d ,  

b u t  n<ot w ith ou t  efcaping that  fatal and peftilential taint o f  

pa rty ,  that with malignant breath withers  every  p r o d u c 

tion of the land ; and w h a t  is ftrange, thou gh their ten
dency is to leffen Iri ih  honour and diminifh Irifh p o w e r ,  

they have been heard by  Irifhmen w ith  a wifh to find 

them true. cc *Paifconinits firft violence controls intereft,

as the cckly for a w hi le  runs againft the ftream.” ------ O u r

endeavour w o u ld  be to defcribe the cffeét w hich  iuch an

* Taxation no Tyranny.

A  2 Umio*



Union would  have on the k ingdom, and in the purfuit 

embrace thofe obje&s that will beft promote and inform 
our  defign. Unconneéted W'ith party ,  and independant 

in principle, f  w e  claim no other merit than impartiality* 
T h e  novelty of the tafk muft plead excufe for the errors 

of its execution ; and travell ing an unbeaten track  w e  

may n ow  and then demand fome indulgence for our w a n 

derings. A ffef lat ion  of  ornament fhall  give w a y  to an 

unftudied fimplicity ; and fatire, h o w e v e r  agreeable,  

fha l l  be facrificed to truth. T h e  difcuflion w e attempt 
m ay  p r o v o k e  abler men, and we (hall  obtain our fondeft 

wifh fhould w e  animate genius to exertion, and ftimu- 

late  the talent of the ifland to come forward and affcrt its 

. claims.

What better caufe than wh'én your country fees,
The fly dcílruétion at her vitals aim’d ?

T h o m s o n .

It  may not be injudicious to bring to our recolle&iou 
that body of men w ho  firft gave confequence to Ireland, 

J>y fecuring to her independence ; a body of men w h o  de

feated political and religious tyranny, and gave to our 
enchanted vifion the glorious profpeét of F ree  T r a d e  and 
brotherly Union. Ireland recovered from that long 
night of gloom and prejudice, in which it w as  fated we 

fhould forget our dignity and refources, hailed the V o -  

lunteers of 1779 as the faviours oi the kingdom, and the

*)* Nam neque Divitias, neque Honores petimus fed Liberta- 
teui quam nemo bonus nifi cum anima iimul amiiit. —Ours would 
be the Liberty that would fuilain, not the Licentioufnefs that 
would deilroy.

afllrtort
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afferiors of .hofc , i 8l u .  w e w ere  fo ( o m e d  «> enjoy,  b«* 

Z c lU n to .e r .o c e  w h h  c u e .  d e r i l » .  ,  had long d - d  

to  Ir ifhmen. Pr id e,  and even p o w e r ,  o p p o fed  feeb e
barriers to m a n l y - w e l l - c o n d a a e d  reafon, and the wh

pers of pa rty  were  loft in the full-toned energy o f  the 
refiftible voiee of  truth. W i t h  folemn confidence w e n o w  

appeal  to the fenfe o f  the nation, w h e th e r  w e  are  
abandon for ever the advantages  obtained by our c o u n 

trymen ? A r e  w e ,  w ith  w o rfe  than filial ingratitude,  

a b o u t ,  not only to forget ,  b u t  to infult the fatigues and 

the fucceffes of that  ever to be re fp e & e d  b o d y  . ia  
after witneffing the day  o f  Irifh freedom b r e a k  in u p o n  us 

w ith  unrivalled luftre ,  fuffer it to be for ever clouded by 

thofe w h o ,  to ufe the words of  B o l in g b r o k e ,  w o u ld  

«  not have p .f fed  for conjurors,  even >n the 

«  darknefs, fuperftition and ignorance 

affert that  the Irifh V o lu n t e e r s  armed for the p u r p o f t : o  

one day, bringing about an U n io n  w ith  England ? H a s  
any man a head fo w e a k ,  or  a heart  fo d ep ra v e d ,  as for  

a moment to ' lend belief to fuch an affcrtion C e i  tain y  

no man. T h e i r  generous minds grafped nobler objects, 

they purfued and obtained national Independence and n a 

tional H onor.  And is there in exiftence an I n f h m a n - a  

difinterefted m a n - a  man out  of  the verge  o f  the C o u r t ,  
and independant of its favors , w h o  cou ld  on fenous r e -

flef lion advife us to give up ,  w h a t  w a s  obtained by  va lo r  
and firmnefs, to the folicitations of  corrup t ,  o r  the ftra-

t  W as it not mockery inftead o f  relief to give .ermiffior, to 
plant Tobacco, and encourage the growth ° f  Hemp. y 7 
were granted as important favors to this Kingdom.

tagems

/
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tagems of  defigning ambition. N o /  there is not a man 

w h o  has judgment to difcern, and boldncfs to act accord- 
ing to the dióiates oi that judgm ent,  w ho  could advifc 

fucn a meafure as an Union  ̂ on the contrary he w o u ld  
refill: the delufion, and with contempt rejeét a meafure 

replete  with ruin. T h .  queftion is not of a private  but  

a  general nature, involving every interefi, and co m p r e 

hending every inuation, and demands the honeft opp ofi-  

tion of  every man friendly to the interefls of his C o u n tr y ,  

and defirous to maintain its independence and refpeéla-  
bility.

T h e  H oufe  of  Lords,  on whofe judgment and integrity 
the nation particularly relies, are called upon in a p e cu 

liar manner to oppofe an U n ion — general applaufe  w il l  

give confidence to the oppolit ion. T h e y  will  not forget 

the famous A y le fb u ry  cafe, w h e re  they were  fupporied 
againft the opinion of the national Reprefentatives, though 

the favorite branch of the Legii lature,  becaule the N o 
bles a£ted in fupport  of  legal rights, and enforced the re 

gular  execution of ancient law. T h e i r  attachment to the 

good of the realm indifpofed them to fee old foundations 

■weakened, or  land-marks removed,  though under the 

moft plaufible pretences, fince by every fuch innovation 
the fubjeft w ou ld  be a lofer.

W e  do not affert, becaufe uninitrufled on the fu b je& ,  
that the Houfe of Commons is not qualified to give up it» 
ow n  and the nation’s rights, by confenting to an Union, 
but we will give the words of Mr. L o c k e  on the fubject—  

“  A  Parliament cannot annul the Conftitution —  it it

“  limited



Ci limited to the public  good o f  the fociety. I t  Is a p o w e r  

<c that hath no o th er  end than prefervation,  and therefore  

“  cannot defignedly impoveriíTi t h e f u b j o é l ;  for the obli-  

iC gâtions of the L a w  of  N a t u r e  ceafe not in fociety .” —- 

C a p .  IT. on the E x te n t  of  the L egi i la t ive  P o w e r .

4  v

Patriotic  men on eve ry  ground will  o ppofe  it: th e y  pe r

ceive the confequence o f  it— T a x e s  encreafed, Abfentees 

beyond calculation, and provincia l  parties courting p o w e r  

but as the inftrument ot vengeance.  A  man w ho va lued  
his co u n try  w'ould haften from a Junto of  Englifh C l e r k s ,  

and Engiifh  Agen ts ,  finging a Requiem  to the repofe of  

I r i ih  H o n o u r  and Irifli Independence : it w o u ld  grate  

u p o n  his ears, it w o u ld  p r o v o k e  his indignation.

M e n  in mercantile  life, if not from motives o f  general  

good ,  at leaft from private  interefl ,  muft r e j e i t  a m eafu re  

direél ly tending to ereét Briti fh C o m m e rc e  on the ruin o f  
Iri ih  T r a d e .  W e  are  told of the friendfhip the Engli fh  

M erchants  wTould have for thofe oi this co u n try ,  but ih a l l  

wre tor a moment place  confidence in their h o l lo w  profef- 

iions ? W ill o u r  refpeétable and honorable  M erch an ts  be

lieve, they fhould have an equal participation in Englifli  
advantages and refources ?—- N e v e r .  M a n y ,  in cafr of  an 

U n io n ,  w o u ld  be the w aters  of bitternefs that w'ould 
fpring from the fpirit o f  Englifh m onopoly ,  and the 

unfeeling temper of  its T r a d e .  H e a r  one o f  their fir ft 

M anufacturers ,  * a man o f  f ingular fpirit and accomplifh-

* Mr. Wedgewond, the proprietor and founder o f  the porcelain 
and earthen manufactories, at Burllem, near Newcaille, Stafford- 
lhire,

ment ;
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ment: "  Mankind (faîd he)  may as naturally  expect  

€< fancy in mathematics, as friendfhip in Englifh trade.

, W h a t  w o u ld  the men of landed property  derive from 
an U nion,  but the lofs of Parliamentary honors, and an 

exclulion from all thoie advantages tha t  give vigour to the 

purfuit,  and ornament to the acquifition of  F o rtu n e ? —  

W h a t  could they expect ,  b u t  increafed T a x a t io n ,  and 

impoverifhed Te n a n try ?

W h a t  an injury w o u ld  the B a r  fuftain, in its emolu

ments and reputation, by the rem oval  of the Parl iament, 

w hich  would effe&ually  exclude many o f  its moft fplendid 

ornaments from ever attaining fuccefs ? W e  fhould then 

have  but the Pioneers o f  the profeffion, heavily  armed 
with  b lack  letter learning, and encumbered b y  precedents 

•— unenlivened by genius, and undecorated by eloquence* 
T a k e  a w a y  Parliament from t h e  yo un g  men of brilliant 

and lpirited talent, and w e  remove the direót road they 

could purfue to eminence. A l l  men are not qualified for 

that patient, undeviating attention, that enfures fuccefs to 

the laborious profeffor : fome prefer imagination to fci- 

ence, and would fucceed by the wind when they wTould 

fail at the oar. It is our iacred duty, to be cautious h o w  
w e  fuffer the young fhoots of genius and talent, that, pro» 
pe r ly  fuftained, might advance the boundaries of  fcience, 

or  enlarge the {tores of wifdom, to wither on the ground, 
uncultured and unproteiled : or, under pretence of  falu-  

tary  meafures, indulge a malevolence that delights in de- 

preffing talent, becaufe envious of its brill iancy.  W a s

ifeat accompUfhed child of nature,  Huffey B u rg h ,  when
living*



l iv ing, to hear <,f fuch an intended injury to that profcffion 

of  which he w as  the brighteft ornament,  in indignation he 

w o u l d  give fcope to that fedutfive  and irrefi ihble  e l o 

quence that a l low ed  him no com pe titor— and w o u ld  ani

mate the moil languid to the re je f l io n  o f  a m eafure ,  m e 

nacing the cxtin& ion  of  every thing graceful  and brill iant 

in orato. y. H e  w o u ld  never liften to the b re a k in g  up of 

the political hot-bed,  in w h ich  e v e ry  fertile v a r ie ty  o f  

genius b u r i b  into cffloreicence. How' w o u ld  a noble  

L o r d ,  f  over  w h o fe  tomb humanity  and l iterature long  

w i l l  w e e p ,  w as  he an Irifhman, r e j e â  with indignation an 

Union ; his capacious mind,f tored w ith  literary treafures, 

and his luxuriant fancy chaftened by  a co rrec t  and liberal 

taftc,  w ould  o p p o fe  with all  their graceful  energy,  a co n 

demnation of every thing dear and cftimable to man. H e  

w o u ld  encourage and tofter talent in its native land,  and 

not fufFer it to feck advantages abroad,  it ccu ld  fo admira -

bîy en]oy at home.

T h o f e  men w h o  cafy in manner,  and indolent in habit ,  

pafs idly yet  not infignificantly through hie, pcrceive at 

the fir ft g lance,  h o w  fatal an U n io n  w o u ld  prove  to their 

focieties, pleafuses, and refources. In faót, as far as oui  

views extend,  w e  can perceive an U nion  but as a painted 

fepulchre to eritomb our h on or,  opulence and comforts.

W e  arc particularly called upon

11 T o  in ter m it  no w a tc h  

“  Againft the wakeful foe."

f  Lord Mansfield— Quando ullum inveniemus P*rem? 
j B

( 9 )
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W e  are told it is indifpenfable to prevent a repetition of 

the difturbances that lately  difgraced this country. It 

cannot be diflembled, that excefi.es have been committed, 
f iom the recolicélion of which hnmanity retires b lufhing;  

but Iiifhmen difown them, as ever having had birth in 
their land. A n  active and vi iulent enemy, ever on the 

"watch to extend its wide-wail ing calamities, fuccefsfully 

employed emiflaries in this kingdom for many years paft,  

difíeminating doétrines, recommending the fubveriion of 

its Conftitu tion, and the removal of the enemies of fuch 

doctrines, by fecret treachery, as w el l  as open rebellion. 
<c In their brutal  luit, neighing alter the conftitution of 

iC their neighbours, they firft def lower the unwilling or 

cc half-confenting v i f t im s ; and with their ruffian daggers 

cc ftifle the voice and the remembrance of the pollution.’ ’j  
W  e wil l  affert with confidence, that the natural  temper of  

Irifhmen in difguft would ficken at propofals of aiTaiTma- 

tion, and warmly condemn w ha t  it ftrongly abhorred;  it 

never had exiftence here,  but came from a country, that 

*by its arts would ruin the kingdom, it could never con
quer by its arms*

A n d  is it n o w ,  after defeating the moil fanguine hopes 
oi the enemies of our Conftitution, after ral lying around, 

and giving it new confidence, by  fhewing our attachment, 

w he n  aflailed on every fide by enemies far from infignifi- 
c a n t-—is it n ow  w e  are called upon to give it up, and 

transfer to others w hat  has been defended by national valor,  
and by a generous profufion of  national b lood? A r e  vre

% Purfuits o f  Literature.



too impotent for the truft of  the governm ent o f  o u r  lfland? 
H a s  any delufive enchantment fufpended the exert ion of  

thofe pow ers  w e  fo la te ly  and fo fuccefefully em ployed  ? 

I a p p e a l  to an y  man in calm and fobcr fenfe, w h e t h e r  it 

was for an Union the Iriih Y e o m a n r y  embodied ? W a s  it 

for an Union they yielded up domeftic comfort  and indul

gence to become foldiers, at the expence of all thofe b la n -  

difhments that foften and enliven exiftence ? M e n  the 

moil  averfe to arms, forgetting every (uggeftion of private  

gratification, infpired b y  v a lo u r  and patriotifm, w e r e  the 

for'emoft to  come fo r w a r d  and attach themfelves to the 

banners of the Conft itution,  w ith  an alacrity  that  no man 

w il l  affert was infpired and fupported by the hope o f  an 

U n io n .  N o  fucii hope fuftaiiied the Y e o m a n ,  nor  the 

profeffional foldier, in the laborious and dangerous d é 

c h a r g e  of duty .  T h e  Conftitution w as  attacked  by d o -  

meftic perfidy, it was menaced with foreign invafion;  there 

w ere  the claims on o u r  exert ion:  tlie claims w ere  not 

vain, the exertions w ere  unequalled,  and the c o n f l u e n c e  

has been the total ruin of a Rebell ion,  planned with inge

nuity, but purfued with temerity, and concluded in me

rited infamy and abhorrence.

In cafe of an Union a material difadvantage w o uld  re

fait  to us by the further increafe of Abfentees, a lready (o 

injurioufly numerous. W h a t  man, whofe p ro perty  w o u ld  

enable him to live in England, the feat of Governm ent,  

A rts ,  Science, C o m m erce ,  and Pleafure,  w ould  confent to 

live in his native land,  a daily witnefs to its degradation, 

its infignificance and poverty .  England in that cafe would 

be the emporium for ail that Ireland could deriv-e from
B  2 other
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other nations; whilft  Ireland would have the painful r e 

f l e x io n ,  that at the moment fortune was about to enrich 

her ifie, by the return of order, and íenovation of com

merce, fhe rejected her favors, and gave to the guardian- 

(hip of others, that honor and opulence fhe ftiould perifh 

ere flic w ould  abandon. Remaining as w e  are,  our C on -  

ftitution ftrengthened and invigorated, will  extend to us 

the mofl: beneficial effeds ; the inftruments of  rebellion 

being ' rem oved,  the pe o p le  become anxious to fhelter 

themfelves under the fhade of  their ancient and falutary 

la w s .  W e  are not ignorant, for it cannot be concealed,  

that from thofe convulfions that lately  agitated our land, 

parties have g ro w n  up,  much to the diftraftion of  the 

public  mind, and much to the injury o f  public profperity : 

veiling their illiberal defigns under the fpecious pretence 
of general  advantage, they may endeavour to promote an 

Union between the tw o  kingdoms, with as much fervency, 

but we truft,  lefs fuccefs, than they have eífeéted difunion 
in this. P a rty  defires are impotent when oppofed to ge

neral claims ; and the narrow  bigotry that characterizes 
a political,  l ike that which marks a religious party,  c a n 

not bear the ftrong tefts of truth and realon.

W e  are informed of the Scottifh Union as an argument 

for confenting to an Ii ifh one, but the fadl is, it is a mat- 
t er of rejection for Ireland, nor are we confident that it 

has been one of advantage to Scotland, at lead it 

was by no means relifhed by the Scots ; Scotland, labo
rious in the induftry of its inhabitants, has by no means 

the fertile foil, nor genial climate of  this co u n try :  its 

Courts of L a w  Were entirely influenced by the defires of

the



the C r o w n ,  and that alone m u t t  h ave  e n t a i l e d  innum e

rable  miferies on the K in gdom . E v e r y  man is informed 
o f  the m e a n s  em ployed  to bring about  that  U n io n ,  an 

a l th o u g h  unrtjlriâled  * on the fu b jet f ,  w e  fhould  only  

fatigue by an y  detail.  H o w  well  the T i e a t y  o f  U nion  

w a s  obferved appears from the c o n d u f l  of  the Briti fh P a r 

liament, in a fefltou or  tw o  afterwards.  Ire land,  fcp a -  

rated by an extenlive  ocean from E ngland,  tem perate  in 

cl imate, and inhabited by  a brave  and hardy race ,  r e 

quires but the hand o f  induftry and encouragem ent,  to 

m ak e it one of the rich eft of iflands : it is o u r  duty to be 
c a u t i o u s  h o w  w e  deprive  i t  of the motives that  ili tnulate 

to induftry,  and rem ove from it the means o f  fu p p ly in g  

encouragem ent.  Entirely free from thofe circumftancca 

that  might have rendered an U nion  of  advantage to S c o t 

land, it is part icu lar ly  fo ot any corruption  on the legal  

B e n ch .  T h e  independence o f  o ur  Judges (exciufive  o f  

any effe& from their referved and retired temper,)  is fc-  

cured by Parl iam ent ; and both the L a w s  themfelves and 

the Profeffors are  tinged with the mild and liberal ch a-  

r a i f e r ,  w hich  the progrefs of Fh i lo fo ph y  and Science ne

v e r  fails to make.

T h e  moft inveterate enemies of Ireland muft a l l o w  that 

i n  the gloomieft days of prejudice,  its inhabitants w e i e  

a r d e n t  lovers of juttice, and preferred the equal adminif- 

t ra t io n o f  Englifh l a w ,  to the wild but venerable  inftitu-

*  22nd July. 1706, Queen Anne iflued an Order o f  Council, 
that ail lierions concerned in diicourle or libel, or in laying 
v/agers reluting to the Union, fhould-be punifhed with the utmoft 
rit our of die Law.

tions



tîons of their ow n,  or the flattering vanity of national in

dependence. T h is  is al lowed by Authors, f  certainly not 

favorable to Ireland, and w hom  nothing but convi6Kon 

could have induced to make the affertion. And can any 

man have the confidence to affert that the fun of Science, 

fhining with meridian vigour over Europe for fome centu

ries, hung in iullen eclipfe over this unfortunate land î 

w h o  could be bold enough to hazard the aiTertion, wrho 
mad enough to give it credit. L e t  us lo o k  from one e x 

tremity of the Globe to another, take  a broad and intel

ligent view o f  the different Countries that compofe it, and 

w here  fhall  we find one that has profpered in the manner 

o f  Ireland ? Notwithflanding the large fums drawn for 

the prefent w a r ,  all  the difcouraging circumftances at

tending apprehenfions of Invafion, and all  the u n happ y 

confequences that ever muft refult from inteftine com m o

tion, have not our Commerce,  Refources and Refpeéta-  

bility attained an elevation, that twenty years fince our 
moil fanguine hopes did not afpire to ? H a v e  w e not ad

vanced more than gradually  in the perfeition of the 

A r ts ,  Sciences, Elegancies and Refinements, that biefs 

and adorn life, and beft mark the advancement of a C o u n 

try ? H ave  not the People ,  even in the midft of the late 

Rebell ion, proved their L o y a l ty ,  by crufhing the ferpent 

o f  Democracy, at the moment it was attempting to en

twine around our Conilitution ? T h e y  fupported, they 

maintained, they fecured that ineftimable Conjlilntion, J

when
t  Sir John Davis, Stainhurst, Spencer, &c.

t A  Conflitution, lays \oltaire, the wonder and the orna
ment of  Europe.

Si Antiquiiatem fpeftes vetuftiffima, fi dignitatem Nobiliffima, 
ft auctoritatem ampliffima.-----Sir Edward Coke.



w he n  its enemies w e r e  about ta lay the a x e  to it, and 

w ith  hideous ruin w e r e  preparing to overturn that beauti

ful Edifice, com pofed o f  but three orders, K i n g ,  Lofcts, 

and Comm ons ; under the fliade o f  w h ich  Induftry meets 

re w a r d ,  and forrow  finds alleviation, and whofe  beauti

ful fymmetry and venerable antiquity attraél  the adm ira

tion, and challenge the rfcfpeft o f  admiring Nations.

F o r  many years prior to the late Rebell ion  no a i t  \^as 
negietRed, no fpring w a s  fuffered inanimate, that couid 

by  any means exafperate  the P eo p le  againft the G o v e r n 

ment, but on the íide of L o y a l t y  all  w as  v o l u n t a i y ,  un 

ex pected ,  valorous and rapid, and fortunately a l l  has  

been fuccefsful. W e  have  feen ourfelves, and w e  have  
fh e w n  to other Nations w h a t  exertions this C o u n tr y  is 

capable  o f  performing,  and w h a t  refources it poíTelíes, to 

defeat even the beft-planned i'chemes o f  its enemies. W e  

h a v e  evidently evinced that the N at ion  is z e a lo u l ly  a t 

tached to L a w  and O rd e r ,  and a ck n o w le d g e s  “  that 

“  every je w e l  p lu cked  from the crown o f M a j e f t y ,  w o u ld  

“  be made ufe of  as a bribe to corruption,  it might en- 

<c rich the few w h o  fharcd, but w o u ld  in faól impoverif li

“  the public .” ||------B u t  whilft thus attached to, and thus

determined to fupport  our prefent Conft itution, w e  are,  

it is to be hoped,  unanimous that fuch attachment, and 

fuch fupport,  w o u ld  prove more effectual,  and certainly 

more honorable , w h e n  coming as the free and generous

)| D o& qj Goldfmith.
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offev of  an indefendant R ation, than when claimed and ex* 

a&ed as the proport ion of a province. Has not the N a 

tion fufficient energy and fufficient ability within itfelf, to 

remove every ditadvantage under w hich  it may fuffer ? 

D oes  it not in its own bofom poffefs p o w e r  adequate to 
any neceffary exertion ? A n d  for w'hat purpofe fhall  w e  

folicit or admit the interference of others to execute, what 

w e  ourfelves are fo capable  of performing ?

W e  are informed, that in cafe of an U nion,  Ireland wil l  

be well  reprefented in the Britifh Parl iament---  Credat 

Judaeus A  fella . T h e  reprefentation of Scotland w il l  
ferve as a beacon if w e difdain not inftruétion. * W h a t  

wife man wrould believe, that a few lr ifh  members, e le&ed 

pro bab ly  from the influence of extenfive fortune;  reiiding 

at a diftance from their native foil, and under the guidance 

of  a Britifh Minifter, w ould  confult Irifh intereft,and p r o 

mote Iriíh indépendance. W o u ld  they not prefer Britifli 

intereft;  efpecially when clafhing with Irifh,

E ve ry  man is acquainted with the fafcinations that fur- 

round the C o u rt  ; and that fplendor w hich  d a z z l e s ,  and 

not infrequently corrupts  thofe accuftomed to its glare, 

w o u ld  have no wreak efFeét on thofe w h o  from novelty  

w o u l d  admire, and from admiration of its elegance, would  
gain defire to partake  of its lu x u ry .  Should ,the Britifh 
Minifter then advance his propofals,  what w ould  become 
oi the Irifh fupporters in the Britifli Parliament ? Wrhere

* Although the tax on Malt in Scotland was oppofed by every 
Scotch Peer and Commoner in either Houfe, it was carried by the 
Minister, in direft breach of  one of ihe Articles of thç Union.

the»



then would be the fw orn  defenders of  o u r  L a w s ,  our C o m 

m e r c e ,  and advantages ? T h e y  w o u ld  remain filent, 01 

their voices w o u ld  prove  too w e a k  or too few to be heard 

in fuch an aifembly. I hey w ere  men, and did not ic i i f t  

corru p tion .  Menander faid, long fince, “ It is M a n ,  his 

«  name explains the reft .”  Y e t  feme men, from princi

p le ,  from pride, from diiintereftednefs, or  from that honor  

w hich is the protection and ornament of v irtue,  if not v i i -  

tue itfelf, fteadily and invariably purfuing the real a d v a n 

tage of their cou ntry ,  w o u ld ,  w e  m ak e  no doubt, rejeét  
with generous indignation al l  that minifterial profulion 

could b e l l o w ,  or  all  that p o p u la r  z e a l  could offer to the 

w a r m e d  advocates of  its intemperance. Y e t  even the 

confiant offers of  temptation to an h o n ed  man w o u ld  be 

difgufting, to a w e a k  man dangerous.  Hiftorians inform 
u s ,  the dogs of  E g y p t  drink running,  apprehenfive  of the 

Crocodiles of the N i le ;  the application I fear w o u ld  then 

fuit our w o rth y  members at the other  fide of  the w ater .  

T o o  few to make a formidable ft and as a body,  Scy th ian -  

l ike,  their battles fhould be fought flying, and w e  migfyt 
reafonably fuppofe,  that in the courfe  o f  eight years the 

braveft and the hardieft,  unencouraged by hope,  and un- 
fupported by fuccefs, might forget their  va lor ,  and re lax  

their refolution. Indolence and effeminacy w o u ld ,  in fuch 

a  time, without any aid, prove  fufficient to fap the founda

tion of  thofe virtues, that inftead of fupporting and adorn

ing their native land, lent aiiiftance to its ruin, by becom 

ing advocates for its dependence.

T h e  Friends of  an Union further obferve, that it w o u ld  
effectually fecure this country from any future rebellion

C  or
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o r  diftuïbance ; but we cannot perceive on w hat ground 
it is urged: we do not find that the Union of  Scot land 

prevented tw o dangerous Rebellions, that were nearly fa

tal to the repofe of the country,  nor prevent riots from 

taking place,  in our ow n  memory, that every friend to 
Scotland blufhes at remembering.

Is it to be imagined, that removing not only.the fpirit 
b u t  the emblems of the M onarchy from the kingdom, 

w o u ld  tend to tranquilife domeftic uneafinefs, or a w e  the 

prefumptuous darings of an enemy, that,  to ufe the words 

of Shakefpeare,  “  hath no more mercy than there is milk 

cc in a male t y g e r ; ”  an enemy ever active in fcattering its 

doétrines through every country of  the globe,  and p r o 

moting with fervid energy,  the worfhip  of the Genius of 
the riling Republic .  W ou ld  not that enemy, in our then 
political night, endeavour to revenge with pikes and ftil- 

letos, the injuries fuftained from cannon, and from intre^ 
pidity.

W e  are alfo informed, that an Union w ould  effectually 

palfy  the growth of thofe Parties that revive with malig

nant ait ivity  animolities which every friend to his count] y 

had hoped were  never again to exift. W e  had never con-
♦ ceived, that the extenfion of priviliges to a numerous, and, 

in general,  loyal body of men,  through the generous c le
mency of the Legif lature, w-as again to meet oppoiition 
from the D-efcendants o f  a Gordon. f  In the breads of one

P a rty

Quod genus hoe hominum, quæve hunc tam barbara morem 
permitdt Patria? Hofpitis prohibemur arena; Bella cient, pri- 
niaque vétant c o n f u t e  Terra. Lord

( 13 )



P a r t y  w e  had believed no fentiment could  o perate  but  

gratitude, in thole of the other P a r t y  only l iberality. In 

o th er  countries, and at  other times, parties have aóted on 

general and broad principle— here, from private  m alevo 

le n ce ;  not actuated by general good,  but  inflamed by in

dividual malice. Palfion or intereft may c ica te  z e a l  
among them, but w h a t  can give (lability to erro r ,  or uni

formity to illiberal exc luf ion:  their opinions will  foon be 

rejected in theory,  w h e re  men can think,  and in p ra ct ice ,  

w h e re  men can act ,  with freedom. S u c h  pa jt ies  tend to 

their dilTolution from their b ir th ;  they are  abortions,  born 

o n ly  to  icream, and perifh, and leave  thole to co n tcm pt,  
w h o fe  kindnefs nurfed them into mifchiei.” t In the pi cl

ient te m p er  of the times w e  cannot exp ect  to  be heard 
w i t h  im partial ity;  but w e  fhall  not facrifice T r u t h  w e  

fpeak as men anxious for the indépendance, p ro p e rty ,  and 

prefent eftablifhments of the K in g d o m , and deiirous to 

maintain them by unanimity, confidence, and a manly 

a v o w a l  ot fentiment. .W e Ipeak  as men w h o  cannot ta- 

vo r  thofe parties,  becaufe they are c o r ru p t ,  and cannot 

fear them, becaufe they are  impotent.  W e  w o u ld  aik, is 

it in a (late of political convalelcence that P a r ty  fhould 

exert ingenuity to gain influence ? Is it not  a prof- 

titution of talent,  to m ake ufe of  it in lue!) a caufe, 
and at fuch a time ? W h a t  can be derived from it, but 

political ferment, and private  pique?  T h e  induftry of the

Lord Eolingbrofce, fpoakmg o f  the bigotted temper of Party, 
faid,he Ihould not be furprifed if  the Plague was laid to the charge 
o f  the Catholics, as well as the Fire. Had his lordfhip lived in 
our day, he might probably not only find men liberal to afTert, but 
intelligent enough to believe it.

t  Taxation no Tyranny.
people
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people,  the befl iource of national w ealth ,  is interrupted, 
minds are inflamed, and difabled from the exercifc of their 

p o w e r s ;  in faét, in fuch a vortex  is fwallowed up every 

thing that can dignify or ornament our nature. O u r  pic 

ture  is not imaginary; we have no field for the exercife cf 

fancy,  nor do w e court the embellifhments of e loquence; 

w e  w o u ld  carry convr&ion to the unprejudiced, for P a r t y  

is too fophifticated to admit any thing like plain, unvar-  

nifhed truth.

T h e  noble and diftinguifhed V etera n  w h o ,  bending 
under Laurels ,  accepted the Government of this C o un try ,  

in times that demanded even the firmnefs and talent of a 

Cornwallis ,  has uniformly evinced his difapprobation of 

P a r t y ,  by difcountenancing its higheft and w a r m e d  

Leaders : the (lerling Coin, not the counterfeits

of L o y a l ty ,  pafs current at the Caft le. A s  was faid 

of a much valued Predeceffor of his— cc his virtues are his 
ce arts.”  T h a t  Nobleman feems to reign in the hearts 

of his fubjects, and his clemency invites even the difaf- 

feéted to forget their fchemes, and feek in the purfuit of 
induilry oblivion of baffled difloyalty. M ercy  was ever 

an attribute of valor, and we may fay of him as wTas faid 
of one of the moil diftinguifhed W arriors  of antiquity : 

<c Fortune did not give him ar.y thing greater than the 
po w e r  of preferving the lives of fuch multitudes, nor N a 

ture any thing better than the will to effeét it.

JVihil habet nec Fortune tu a maju s , quam ut 'poffls, nec 

natura 1ua melius quam ul vclis conferiare quam filuremos. 
------ Cicero fr o  L ig .

Many



M a n y  w o u ld  l a v e  the L o r d  L ieutenant of  this K i n g 

dom a r m e d  w ith  the inftruments of vengeance,  and e x 

tending defolation ; they w o u ld  have  him refemble H e l l  s 

grifly T y r a n t ,  w h o  rules

« O’er filent fubjetfs and a trembling train.” *

B u t  luch dominion w o u ld  ill fuit a mind expandeci by v a 

l o u r  and benevolence, it w o u ld  be.defpiied by one w h o  

unrivalled as a Soldier ,  never forgot his f i l i n g s  as a 

M a n  : thofe feellings wil l  prove  his beft r e g a r d , t h e y  g a v e  

added luftre to the brilliant eclat of  his y o u th ,  they  w i l l  

p r o v e  the ornament and conlolation of his years.  B o i -  

r o w in g  the language of  L on gin u s— “  H e  wil l  n o w  rc -  

«  femble the fetting S u n ,  he wil l  lofe his vivid fplendor, 

cc yet retain his general w ar m th ,  and pieaie  more though 

cc he m ay d a z z le  lefs.”

I n  t a k i n g  a  v ie w  o f  the T r a d e  o f  Ireland, w h ich  of late 

interrupted,  feems n o w  on the re c o v e ry ,  w e  immediately 

perceive h o w  great  has been its increafe within the lait 

twenty years.  T h is  appears  from the large  fums w hich 
of late have been laid out in inclofing, manuring, culti

vating and adorning the general furface of the C o u n try ,

* I cannot conceive under Heaven (which in its wifdom tole
rates all forts of beings) a more contemptible wretch than one 
bloated with pride and arrogance, without civil knowledge, or 
military flcill, calling for battles he (hall never fight; courting 
dominion he iha ll  never exercife, and fatisfied to be cruel and con
temptible, that he may make others wicked and miferable.

E d m u n d  B u r k e .

n o t
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not only by  the Proprietors ,  but even b y  the Tenants 

themfelves, w ho  contrive, in general,  to fupport,  and 

fometimes enrich a numerous offspring. It is incontro
vertible that the Farmer and Peafant now live in a better 

manner, and poflefsmore of the conveniences of life than at 
any former period, which muft arife from the produce o f  

their lands, io cultivated and improved. W h a t  fums of 

money, in every M a n ’s memory, have  been laid out in 

forming and opening the N e w  D o c k s  in Dublin,  in cut

ting Canals, and carrying on W o r k s  of  utility and T r a d e  ? 

W h a t  an appeal ance of profafion and opulence even in

the Houfes of  middling Life , not only in the C a p ita l ,  but 
in the provincial T o w n s  ?

W ar certainly has fhut many of the avenues leading to 
opulence, but from the recent and brilliant victories of  
o u r  ileets, we may naturally  imagine the enemy has loft 

fome of us haughtinefs, by lofing much of  its ftrcilg th, and 

is difpofed for peace from inability to purfue the w ar .  

t r a n c e  with all  her conquefts is l ike  a rotten garment 
whole  owner confoles himfelf for all  its filth, patches 

“  and rottennefs, in an embroidered border,  though its 

"  weight daily adds to the w e a r  and tear o f  the miferable 

"  drapery it adorns.” t  It is our duty to i l iew we are 

animated by a Roman fpirit, and perceive the juftice of its 
martial maxim— OJlendile Bellum  Pacem habebitis.

W e  naturally wifh for Peace,  but would extend every 

leiource for W a r ;  and cheerfully and vigoroufly w il l  this

t  Plain Thoughts of a Plain Man.

kingdom



kingdom , as an Indépendant N at io n ,  fu pp o rt  England s 

h on or ,  by prcferving her o w n .  P e a c e ,  on its í e t u i n ,  w i i l  

bring T r a d e  into m o il  of  its former channels ,  w e  fha l l  

again  witnefs the profperity  w hich  for a time had been in

terrupted,  and return to the purfuits  and occupations that  

fuftain, connect, and enrich f o c i e t y . .

In cafe o f  an U n io n ,  fay its p a r t iza n s ,  yo u  wil l  partic i

pa te  in all  that opulence  and commerce that are  the vifi- 

b le  features of Englifh fortune and induiiry. V\ e ven ture ,  

w ith  folemn yet  unprefuming confidence, to ailert ,  fo far 

from it ,w e  fhould be the H e w e r s  of W ood and D iav.  eis  of  

W a t e r  to the Englifh. Iriili  produft ions w o u ld  be e n cou 

raged  but as w7ould luit Englifh advantage , indulge  Englii li  

l u x u r y ,  or  flatter Englifh caprice. Irifh ^ la n u ií ic tu ic is ,  

unable to vie w ith  Englifh P u rch afers ,  w o u ld  confequent- 

ly  fail. Irifh materials w o u ld  not be p u rch afed ,  nor 

w o u l d  their credit lubfift. T h e  M a n ufaé lu rers  at prefent,  

a  refpeetable clafs,  w o uld  in a fhort  time be forced to toil 

in fubaltern iituations, em ployed,  p e rh aps,  as fervants, 

w h e re  they fhould be mailers,  and aiding the formation o f  

Englifh fortunes on the ruin of  their o w n .  E v e r y  Irifh- 

man fhould deteft a meafure that w o u ld  bring fuch mifery 
on his countrymen. E ve ry  man of feeling and fpirit wil l  
exert  his influence to prevent  the M a n u fa & u r e r  from 

breaking,  the Huibandman from ftarving, and the K i n g 

dom  (as Ireland) from being depopulated.  W h a t  w o u ld  

be the fituation of D u blin  fhould  an U nion  be formed ? 

T h e  profpeét  is too g lo o m y to v ie w  even for a m om ent—  

it is w ith ou t  h o p e — it could admit no confolation. I f  even 
th e  forrows and miferies attending a depopulated  city,

and
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and ruined eftablifliments, fhould make no impreffion on. 

his callous heart,  perhaps felf-interefl w ould  r o u i e - the 

w e a lt h y  Abfentee to oppofe a meafure threatening the 

ver y  exiftence of that wealth.  E v e ry  man kn ow s,  w h a t  
immenfe fortunes are drawn from Dublin,  and none can 
be ignorant that an Union w ould  almoit deftroy them. 
W e  are informed, indeed, Ireland w o u ld  not be without a 

V ic e r o y ,  but, gracious God, w h a t  N oblem an diftinguifhed 

for ra n k ,  fpirit, or accomplifhment, would accept  a d a 
tion w h e r e  he fhould  become acquainted but with its 

painful offices ; where  he w o u ld  have the reiponfibility, 

with but the mutilated p o w e r  of a L o r d  Lieutenant,  pof-  

feifing all  the “  invidious duties, without  the means of 
cc Tokening or  dignifying th em /’J T h e  friends of M o 

narchy would be pained to fee its Reprefentative in a flate 

o f  degradation, with “  authority curtailed, and energy 
<c diminiflied.”

W e  had before occafion to obferve, that no M an whofe  

fortune and fituation permitted, w ou ld  remain in this 
C o u n try  after an Union : w e  w ould  then find a rapid fale 
of  Irifh property ,  which would be principally purchafed 
b y  Englifh fettlers, and the purchafe money vei led in Eng- 

lifli and foreign fecurities. T h e  immenfe fums drawn for 

the fupport of thofe Abfentées, w ould  p ro v e  a confiant 
drain to the refource of the K in g d o m , without the leaft 
confideration or return, and in fearching Hiftory w e could 
not difcover an inftance of any Country ,  or conquered 
Province, paying fuch an annual tribute to another as we

% Prince of  Wales's Letter to Mr.  Pitt on the Reger.cy bufinefs.

fhould
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il , i,,.n n a v  to E n e 'a n d .  Countries  abounding in

M i ^ o l d . n d  S i lv e r  a rc  M . i n e d  b y  .he  b o n » ,y  o f  

“ ,»re ,  in .b e  e x f o r , « i o n  of .heir  B o .h o n ,  b u .  w e  w a n , -  

“ J  fuel, n a tu ra l  p roduce ,  »»d dependant on I . d n f l r y  and 
C o m m e r c e ,  could  derive only  calamity from cneicafc  

A blentees.  C yn ica l  M en  w o u ld  lay,  the evil  will  o n e  

itfelf  for if the demands of y o u r  Ablentees g re a t ly  cxceed  
y o u r  gain, t h e r e  wil l  Toon be nothing for  them t o d i a u ,  

and they muft be forced to return to their native C o u n t r y ,  

unlefs they fancy it m ore  agreeable  to ftarvc abroad n 

no poffible inftance could  thofe Abfentccs  contribute to 

o u r  intereft,  by  the exertion of any influence at the other  

fide of the w a t e r ,  in a fl iort time ; had they even. th t: e-
f i r e  a n d  t h e  p o w e r t o b e o t f e r v i c e ,  they w o u ld  be igno

r a n t  of the means. S u c h  Deferters  w o u l d  be our w o r f t
enemies, laying u s  u n d e r  a continual  pi l lage  to their v a 

nity,  lu x u r y  and profl igacy .  M o n e y  confumed at

home m ay injure the individual,  yet  enrich the P u  lie, 

b u t  draw n from a K in g d o m  w ith o u t  any return muft 

ult imately prove  its ruin. W h a t  w o u ld  the abfence of  

the M en  of  fortune and influence be,  b a t  an inducement 

to  every R e b e l  to execute his fchemes, w h e n  no longer  

deterred by their prefence. H e a r  Sir  J sh n  D a vis ,  in his 
Hiftorical  Relations T h e  abfence o f  the Nobi l i ty ,  

«  w h o  having great  eftates in Ire land,  yet k e p t  their re-  

«  fidcnce in England, was the principal  caufe o f  the f l o w  

«  progrefs made in the reduftion of Ireland,  and of the fre- 

«  quent Rebellions of  the Ir i ih ,  w h o  w ere  thereby encou- 

“  raged to make encroachments upon the E ngli fh ,and  dif- 

“  poffefs them of their L ands  ; and that the K in g s  of E n g-

«  land were  thereby put to the neceffity o f  fending armies
p  over



ovei iiom time to time, to reduce and re-conquer feve-

“  ral provinces thereof.” ------ O u r  Anceitors  in their wif-

(.om faw the evil, and took precaution againft it. T h e  

Statute  of Abfentees, 28th Henry, the V I I I .  exprefsly 

notices cc that tw o  parts in three of  the yearly  profits 

of the Lands of abfent Perfons did, by reaion o f  their 

abfence, belong to the K in g ,  by virtue of the ftatutes 

»  for that purpofe provided.”  A n d  by an a cl  paffed 10 

C a r .  I.  cap. a i _ «  It is enaéïed that all  peifons dwelling 

in England, or  elfewhere, w h o  fhall  obtain titles of 

“  honor among the Nobili ty  of Ireland flhall, though rc> 

fuient in England, or el fewhere,  contribute towards 

«  all public charges,  taxed by the Parl iament, rateably and 

in fuel; manner as others of their ran k ,  refident in this 

Kingdom , are or fhall  be liable unto.” ___ O u r  A n 

c h o r s  fagacioufly prevented Abfentees, and are  we called 

on to give our L a b o u r ,  our T a le n t ,  and Relou rce ,  to the 

aggrandizement of Britain, by fupporting her  Settlers in 

our C ountry ,  and pampering innumerable Abfentees in 

hers -, as long as fuch a wafteful export  of our T r e a fu re  

continued, and carried with it every acquifnion w e could 

m ake,  vain w ould  be every  offer o f  expedients for in- 

creafing o u r  Manufa6fur.es, leffening our Imports , or  im

proving our T r a d e  : every  inlet of wealth,  Induftry could 

form, would be inefficient to fatisfy a devouring drain, 

ever fated to keep us wretched and miferable. I f  w e  are 

to remain poor, let us remain fo as a Nation,  rather than 

confume ourfelves in purfuits without hope,  o r  indeed 

without any other efF .a  than that of  fupporting Men 

abroad, w h Q, afraid or aihamed of  their Country, a f fe #

t#
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to treat it with contempt,  but do not hefitate to ruin it 

w ith o u t  remorfe. If,  h o w e v e r ,  riotwithftanding all  the 

confequences th at  w o u ld  refult from au U n io n ,  confe- 

quences ever to be dreaded, as not only injuring the p r e 

lent, but  tainting future Generations, and involving not 

o n ly  o u r  ow n degradation, but  that of unborn millions, * 

w h o  muft curfe the A u th o rs  of a M ea fu r e  that fo r  ever 

damped Irifh fpirit,  and for ever  clouded Irifh honor ; if 

w e  fay, in obvious defiance of the intereft of  the N a t io n ,  

the Q u e ft io n  is to be agitated, in the N a m e  o f  G o d , let  it 

be fairly,  feriouily and deliberately  : let the prefent P a r 

l iament,  if  it remains, ta k e  the fenfe of  the Nat ion  on a 

fubjeét fo nearly  af fe f l ihg  its intereft.  L e t  aggre gate  

M eetings  of the Freeholders  in the different Counties be 

held,  to give their opinion on its efFeóls with  regard to 

their particu lar  iituations. L e t  Addreifes be received 

from all  quarters, conveying the general  deiires o f  the 

K in g d o m .  L e t  the great landed and mercantile  M en d e 

clare  their wifhes on a fubjeéï ,  fo nearly affe f l in g  their 

P ro p e r ty  and C o m m erce .  L e t  the Profeifional Bodies be 

confulted, and particularly  let the fenfe of  the Guardians 

of our Law's be taken,  h o w  far it is p ro p e r  or  falutary to 

fuffer any alteration in them. W e  may be told all  this 

w o u ld  be improper,  becaufe as yet  the ferment that fo 

la te ly  difturbed us has not quite fubiided then w e  an- 

fwer,  the time is im proper  for a Queft ion that demands 

every  exertion o f  T a l e n t ,  Firmnefs and Deliberation.—

* No people, fays Locke, can alienate the rights or revenues of  
posterity: it was by a violation of this rule that .the Spaniih Corts* 
were rendered ulelefs.

' D  2 W i



W e  may by fome be conceived to (peak "with more fice* 

dom than the temper of the Tim es admits, but w e con

ceive apathy  on the prefent occafion a crime, w hich  the 

Children of remoteft Generations might call  us to an a c

count for, w e  c o n i i d e r  it an imperious duty to fcoi n any 

temporary advantages, or court  any influence contrary 

to affe&ion and duty to our C o un try .  O u r  Conftitution 

gives us the privilege to affert our opinions, and thou gh 

fome late  A & s  of Parl iament, in fome meafure, militate 

a gain ft it, w e  dill  have Liberty  to exprefs our ientiments 

lo y a l ly ,  firmly, and we truft effe&ually .  W e  find it a 

facred bounden duty to w ar n  of the danger,  and point 

o u t  the degradation of  fuch an objeót as an Union. L e t  

us inveftigate whether  the Propofers of it have made any 

difcoveries, that efcaped the honeil fagacity of our Ancef- 

tors formerly, and it is now above the n arrow  conception 

of  all others than themfelves ? Is the wifdom of the N a 

tion lefs n o w  than it has ever been ? Is it lefs proper  that 

w e  fhould maintain the Governm ent of our L a n d  n o w  

than formerly ? It was the boaft of  A u guftu s ,  that  he 

found Rom e made of Br ick ,  and dying left it entirely 

M arble  : may w e never be induced to reverie the faying 

with regard to this C o u n try ,  by  giving confent to  w ha t  

w o u ld  do it effectually. It would be a melancholy prof-  

p e &  to behold our C o u n try  domineered over,  perhaps 

by the meaneft, certainly the worft of M en,  w ho  w ould  

unheiitatingly e re i l  their elevation on the fpoils of a 

L a n d ,  beggared by their rapine. It Mould be aiïlicling 

to perceive our Government the w o r k  of many Centuries, 

the effeót of much Wifdom, and the price of much Blood,
transferred
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(corned » h « „  w . í h d u U  b " ' , e ™ ^ !  , X . d 
w e  fhould  be dreadéd. S u c h  is t ic atX rerpeflable, will be reduced to, if confenU ng^o

the d e f in i t i o n  ot th a t  ‘an  able bu t
be deftroyed, unlefs tamely fufFere . e x t r a v a -
vcrfatile Statefman 1 - “  If  we fuppofe a cafe fo extrav 
« eant as the tw o  H oufes  of  Par l iam ent  c o n c u n  g,
»  m ak e  at  once a formal  ceff io, of their P r iv i leg es ,  and 

«  thofe of  the w h o le  N at io n  to the C r o w n ,  an J

cc hath  a right to refift fuch a « . f a r e  ? 1 
cc w h o le Nation hath the r ight and the means. «

b a v e fo f te n c d  the words b e e f .  » e  wUh to p r o v  ,  » o .  

il luftrate  ■ the plain fenfe ot the N at io n  need,  little aid 

in dilcerning its Intereft.  O u r  fenfations « i t h . s ^ c a f i o n  

fometimes g lo o m y,  are in general  c o n f id e n t . w e  tru lt  

that  every  diftincUon of P e o p le  forgetting private  pique,
a n d  difdaining private  advantage w i l l  confu t the gen e

ral  e ood, by the unanimous and decided re jeft ion of  an
Union, that in g i v i n g  away our Independence, ^
tTOy o u r  Riches ,  o u r  P o w e r ,  and our G lo r y  It M en ar 

to be kn ow n  by their W o r k s ,  the W o r k s  of thofe w h o  de

fire this Union denote them fufficiently ; corrupted men, 

w h o  c o u r t  private fafety, in. oppofing public good ; im

potent M en,  w h o  vainly imagine they reprefcnt the N a 

tion by ftigmatizing it, and pretend to pafs for the Friends

t  lo rd  Bolingbroke.
01
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j COplC’  by becoming advocates for  their ruin, 
ith undimimfhed vigour thole Men fliould be oppofed

«  arC ea^er t0 our Dignity, facrifice ^
Com m erce,  and exbauft  our Treafures.  Againft fuch *  

daring and dangerous Innovation we fhall  be proud to en

ter  our firm, although perhaps unavailing Proteft ; con

ceiving n  injurious to every thing dear to us as Irifhmen. 

e in ng and affifting fuch a meafure is lending aid to our 

eftruéhon, for in faa  w ha t  is it but a ftalking horfe ,  

creeping under which our enemies may fecurely effeéi their 

fatal purpofes. Should it take  place no Friend to Ireland 
can ever mention it without a figh :_

In fd ix  !  utcunque ferunt eajafta  Nepotes.

W e  truft it wil l  p ro v e  but a child of fancy—

y e t  fliould attempts be made to fofter it into exiftence

a n d f tr e n g t h ,  let it perifli by the voice of  general detef- 
tation.

W e  have delivered our fentiments on this occafion, not 

from a vain belief that in themfelves they poffefs merit, 

b ut  from an eager defire to induce men of ability and e x 

perience,  to warn the nation of thofe rocks,  on which its 
H o n o u r  may for ever be wrecked.

Futsces Rochers couvert^ des debris de l'H onneur.

W e  have no more right to give up o u r  prefent Conft i-  

tution, than w e would to yield the privileges of  o u r  g re at

C h arter ,
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Charter,  o f  which it was faid, “  wore Liberry  extinct, 

M agna C h arta  would alone prove fufficient to revive 

its facred flame, and re-eftablifh a free Conilitution.”  

F ro m  the prejudiced w e  claim no attention, it is from a 

very  different quarter we defire it— h o w  fliouid thofe w h o 

read with malignity decide with ju íl ice—  íV íj« í enim/oli 
judicant, qui maligne legunt. T o  the decifion of an impar

tial Public we iubmit what has been compofed, but  with a 

V1ÇW to defend their interefts, convinced that in the re jec

tion of an Union, Irifhmen will prove  their real  attach

ment to Englifh connexion, by maintaining their prefent 

Indépendance, as beft enabling them to fupport  the fitter 

country in thofe purfuits that have hitherto profpered 
with unrivalled fortune. Her fleets and her armies have 

been ably nerved by Irifr. firmnefs, andlrif i i  valour claims 

no fmall lliare of  Britiib laurel.  A s  Independent Irifl i- 

men we will ihew , how  fuperior in ftrength and firmnefs 

i< the grateful animated attachment of a jortunale Nation,
to the constrained and treacherous profeffions o f  a di/pi- 
rited Province.

f i n i s .
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