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Yet, oh what doubt, what fad prefaging voice,
Whitpers within, and bids me not rejoice:

Bids me contemplate every State around,

From fultry S, ain to Norway’s icy bound;
Bids their lost rights, their ruined glories {ee,
And tells me, thefe, like Ireland, once were free.
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THE FRIENDS OF AN UNION, &9’9.‘

A QUESTION of ferious and eternal moment to Ire-
land, we underftand, is about to be agitated, relative to
an Union with Great Britain. Men eminent for political
rank, and diftinguithed for legiflative talent, feem filent
on a fubje that challenges every exertion of their
powers. ‘A ‘few publications it is true have appeared,
but not without efcaping that fatal and peftilential taint of
party, that with malignant breath withers every produc-
tion of the land ; and whatis ftrange, though their ten-
dency is to leffen Irith honour and diminifh Irith power,
they have been heard by Trifhmen with a with to find
them true. < *Paflioninits firflt violence controls intereft,
as the eddy for a while runs againft the ftream.” Our
endeayour would be to defcribe the effeét which fuch ar

# Taxation no Tyranny.
A 2 Usion
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Union would have on the kingdom, and in the purfuit
embrace thofe obje&s that will beft promote and inform
our defign. Unconneted with party, and independant
in principle, ¥ we claim no other merit than impartialitys
The novelty of the tafk muft plead excufe for the errors
of its execution ; and travelling an unbeaten track we
may now and then demand fome indulgence for our wan-
derings. Affeétation of ornament {hall give way to an
unftudied fimplicity ; and fatire, however agrecable, |

“fhall be facrificed to truth. The difcufion we attempt

may provoke abler men, and we fhall obtain our fondeft
wifh fhould we animate genius to exertion, and flimu-
late the talent of the ifland to come forward and affert its

. claims.

What better caufe than whén your country fees,
'The fly deftruétion at her vitals aim'd?
TroMsoN,

Tt may not be injudicious to bring to our recollection
that body of men who firft gave confequence to Ireland,
by fecuring to her independence ; a body of men who de-
fcated political and religious tyranny, and gave to our
enchanted vifion the glorious profpeét of Free Trade and
brotherly Union. Ireland recovered from that long
night of gloom and prejudice, in which it was fated we
fhould forget our dignity and refources, hailed the Vo-
lunteers of 1779 as the faviours of the kingdom, and the

-

+ Nam neque Divitias, neque Honores petimus fed Liberta-
tew quam nemo bonus nifi cum anima fimul amifit. =Qurs would
be the Liberty that would fuftain, not the Licentioufnefs that
would deftroy.
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affertors of thofe rights we were fo formed to enjoy, but
which Intolerance with cruel derifion 3 had long denied
to Irifhmen. Pride, and even powel, oppofed fecble
barriers to manly—well‘—condu&ed reafon, and the whil-
pers of party were loft in the full-toned energy of the ir-
refiftible voice of truth. With folemn confidence we now
appeal to the fenfe of the nation, whether we are to
abandon for ever the advantages obtained by our coun-
trymen ? Are W¢, with worfe than filial ingratitude,
ahout, not only to forget, but to infult the fatigues and
the fuccefles of that ever to be refpeted Body ? Shall we
after witnefling the day of Irifh freedom break in upon us,
with unrivalled luftre, {uffer it to be forever clouded by
' thofe who, to ufe the words of Bolingbroke, would
¢ not have paffed for conjurors, even in the times of
c¢ darknefs, fuperftition and ignorance ?"—Who will
aflert that the Lrifh Volunteers armed for the purpofe of
one day, bringing about an Union with England ? Has
any man a head fo weak, or a heart fo depraved, as for
a2 moment to lend belief to fuch an aflertion ? Certainly
no man. Their generous minds grafped nobler objells,
they purfued and obtained national Independence and na-
tional Honor. And is there in exiftence an Irithman—a
difinterefted man——a man out of the verge of the Court,
and independant of its favors, who could on ferious re-
fleGion advife us to give up, what was obtained by valor
and firmnefs; to the folicitations of corrupt, or the fira-

{ Was it not mockery inftead of relief to give us permiffion to
plant Tobacco, and ‘encourage the growth of Hemp: yet they
were granted as important favors to this Kingdom.—Rifum
tencatls?

tagems -
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tagems of defigning ambition. No, there is not 2 mman

who has judgment to difcern, and boldnefs to aét accord- :

ing to the di€ates of that judgment, who could advife
fuch a meafure as an Union ; on the contrary he would
refift the delufion, and with contempt rejeé a meafure
replete with ruin.  The queftion is not of a private but
a general nature, involving every intereft, and compre-
hending every fituation, and demands the honeft oppofi-
tion of every man friendly to the interefts of his Country,
and defirous to maintain its independence and refpedia~
bility. -

The Houfe of Lords, on whofe judgment and integrity
the nation particularly relies, are called uponin a pecu-
liar manner to oppofe an Union—general applaufe will
give confidence to the oppofition. They will not forget
the famous Aylefoury cafe, where they were fupported
againft the opinion of the national Reprefentatives, though
the favorite branch of the Legiflature, becaufe the No-

bles acted in fupport of legal rights, and entorced the re-.

gular execution of ancient law. Their attachment to the
good of the realm indifpofed them to fee old foundations
weakened, or land-marks removed, though under the

moft plaufible pretences, fince by every fuch innovation
the fubje&t would be a lofer.

‘We do not affert, becaufe uninftruéted on the fubje&,
that the Houfe of Commons is not qualified to give up its
own and the nation’s rights, by confenting to an Union,
but we will give the words of Mr. Locke on the fubjeét—

~“ A Parliament cannot annul the Conftitution — it is

¢ limited

»
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< limited tor the public good of tlie fociety. It is a power
«¢ that hath no other end than prefervation, and therefore
¢« cannot defignedly impoverifh the fubjeét; for the obli-
< gations of the Law of Nature ceafe not in fociety.”—
Cap. II. on the Extent of the Legiflative Power.

'

Patriotic men on every ground will oppofe it: they per-
ceive the confequence of it—Taxes encreafed, Abfentees
beyond calculation, and provincial parties courting power
but as the inftrument of vengeance. - A man who valued
his country would haften from a Junto of Englifh Clerks,
and Englifh. Agents, finging a Requiem to the repofe of
Irith Honour and Irith Independence: it would grate
upon his ears, it would provoke his indignation. 1

Men in mercantile life, if not from motives of general
good, at leaft from private intereft, muft reject a meafure
direélly tending to ere¢t Britilh Commerce on the ruin of
Irifh Trade. We are told of the friendfhip the Englifh
Merchants would have for thofe of this country, but fhall
we for a moment place confidence in. their hollow profef-
fions? Will our refpe&able and honorable Merchants be-
lieve, they fhould have an equal participation in Englith

advantages and refources ?---Never. Many, in cafc of an
Union, would be the waters of bitternefs that would
{pring from the fpirit of Englifh monopoly, and the
unfeelingd_ temper of its Trade. Hcar one of their firft
Manufacturers, * a man of fingular fpirit and accomplifh-

*. Mr. Wﬁdgewmd, the proprietor and founder of the porcelain
E‘d earthen manufactories, at Burflem, near Newcaflle, Stafford-

ire, e b
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ment: ¢ Mankind (faid he) may as naturally expect
*¢ fancy in mathematics, as friendfhip in Englifh trade.”

 What would the men of landed property derive from
an Union, but the lofs of Parliamentary honors; and an
exclufion from all thofe advantages that give vigour to the
purfuit, and ornament to the acquifition of Fortune ?—
What could they expe&, bat increafed Taxation, and
impoverifhed Tenantry?

What an injury would the Bar fuftain, inits emola-
ments and reputation, by the removal of the Parliament,
which would effeGtually exclude many of its moft fplendid
ornaments from ever attaining fuccefs? We fhould then
have but the Pioneers of the profeffion, heavily armed
with black letter learning, and encumbered by precedents
—unenlivened by genius, and undecorated by eloquence.
Take away Parliament from the young men of brilliant
and Ipirited talent, and we remove the direct road they
eould purfue to eminence. All men are not qualified for
that patient, undeviating attention, that enfures fuccefs to
the laborious profeffor : fome prefer imagination to fci-
ence, and would fucceed by the wind when they would
fail at the oar. Itis our facred duty, to be cautious how
we fuffer the young fhoots of genius and talent, that, pro-
perly fuftained, might advance the boundaries of {cience,
or enlarge the ftores of wifdom, to wither on the ground,
uncultured and unprote&ed: or, under pretence of falu-
tary meafures, indulge a malevolence that delights in de-
preffing talent, becaufe envious of its brilliancy. Was
shat accomphifhed child of nature, Huffey Burgh, whben

living,
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living, to hear ¢ffuch an intended injury to that profeflion
of which he was the brighteft ornament, in indignation he
would give fcope to that fedu&ive and irrefiftible elo-
quence that allowed him no competitor—and would ani-
mate the moft languid to the rejection of a meafure, me-
nacing the extinétion of every thing graceful and brilliant
in oratory. He would never liften to the breaking up of
the political hot-bed, in which every fertile variety of
aenius burfts into cflorefcence. How would a noble
Lord, § over whofe tomb humanity and literature long
will weep, was he an Irifhman, ?eje& with indignation an
Union ; his capacious mind, ftored with literary treafures,
and his luxuriant fancy chaftened by a correét and liberal
tafte, would oppofe with all their graceful energy, a con-
demnation of every thing dear and cftimable to man. He
would encourage and fofter talent in its native land, and
not fuffer it to feck advantages abroad, it could fo admira -

bly enjoy at home.

Thofe men who eafy in manner, and indolent in habit,
pafs idly yet not infignificantly through life, perceive at
the firft glance, how fatal an Union would prove to their
focieties, pleafuses, and refources. Infaél, astfarasour
views extend, we cap perceive an Union but as a painted
fepulchre to efitomb our honor, opulence and comforts.

We are particularly called upon
« To intermit no watch

« Againft the wakeful foe.”

4 Lord Mansfield—Quando ullum inveniemus Parem?
B We



We are told it is indifpenfable to prevent a repetition of -
the difturbances that lately difgraced this country;‘ Tt
cannot be diffembled, that excefles have been'committed,
from the recolle&ion of which hamanity retires blafhing ;
but Irifhmen difown them, as ever having badbirth in
their land. An aclive and virulent enemy, ever on the
watch to extend its wide-wafling calamities, fuccelsfully
employed emiffaries in this kingdom for many years paft,
diffeminating do¢trines, recommending the fubverfion of
its Conftitution, and the removal of the enemies of fuch
doétrines, by fecret treachery, aswell as open rehellion.
¢¢ In their brutal luft, neighing alter the conftitution of
<¢ their neighbours, they firft deflower the unwilling or
¢« half-confenting vi€tims; and with their rufian daggers
¢¢ ftifle the voice and the remembrance of the pollution.”;
We will affert with confidence, that the natural temper of
Liifhmen in difguft would ficken at propofals of affaffina-
tion, and warmly condemn what it ftrongly abhorred; it
never had exiftence here, but came from a country, that
by its arts-would ruin the kingdom, it could never con-
quer by its arms.

And is it now, alter defeating the moft fanguine hopes
of the enemics of our Conftitution, after rallying around,
and giving it new confidence, by fhewing our attachment,
when affailed on every fide by enemies far from infignifi-
cant---is it now we are called upon to giveit up, and
transferto others what has been defended by national valor,
and by a generous profufion of national blood? Are we -

T Purfuits of Literature.

too




ruft of the government of our ifland?
nt fufpended the exertion of

thofe powers we fo lately and fo fuccefsfully employed?

too impotent for the t
Has any delufive enchantme

I appeal to any man in calm and fober fenfe, whether it
was for an Union the Irifh Yeomanry embodied ? Was it

for an Union they yielded up domeftic comfort and indul-

gence to become {oldiers, at the expence of all thofe blan-

dithments that foften and enliven exiftence ? Men the
moft averfe to arms, forgetting every fuggeftion of private
gratification, infpired by valour and patriotifm, were the
foremoft to come forward and attach themfelves to the
barmers of the Conftitution, with an alacrity that no man
will affert was infpired and fupported By the hope of an
Union. No fuch hope fuftained the Ycoman, nor the
profeflional foldier, in the laborious and dangerous dif-
charge of duty. The Conftitution was attacked by do-
meftic perfidy, it was menaced with forcign invahion; there
were the claims on our excrtion: the claims Wwere not.
vain, the exertions were unequalled, and the confequence
has been the total ruin ofa Rebellion, planned with inge-
nuity, but purfued with temerity, and concluded in me-

rited infamy ‘and abhorrence.

In cafe of an Union a material difadvantage would re-
fult to us by the furtherincreafe of Abfentees, already fo
injurioufly numerous. What man, whofe property would
enable him to live in England, the feat of Government,
Arts, Science; Commerce, and Plealure, would confent to
live in his native land, ‘a daily witnefs to its degradation,
its inﬁgniﬁt’ance'énd poverty. England in that cafe would.

be the emporium for all that Ireland could derive from.
' B 2 other



other nations; whilft Ireland would have the painfulre- ©
He&ion, that at the moment fortune was about to enrich
her ifle, by the return of order, and 1cnovanorr€§ coth-
merce, the rejeéted her favors, and gave to the gunﬂi‘ihu

{hip of others, that honor and opulence fhe mmﬂd perifh

ere {he would abandon. Remaining as we are, our Con-

ftitution ftrengthened and invigorated, will extend to us

the moft beneficial effe@s; the inftruments of rebellien

being wemoved;s the people become anxicus to fheler

themfelves under the fhade of their ancient and falutary

laws. We are not ignorant, for it cannot be concealed,
that from thofe convulfions that lately agitated our land,

parties have grown up, muchto the diftration of the

public mind, and much to the injury of public profperity:

veiling their illiberal defigns under the {pecious pretence

of general advantage, they may endeavour to promote an

Union between the two kingdoms, with as much fexrvency,

but we truft, lefs fuccefs, than they have effeéted difunion

in this. Party defires are impotent when oppofed to ge-

neral claims ; and the narrow bigotry that charafterizes

a political, like that which marks a religious party, can-

not bear the ftrong tefts of truth and reafon.

We are informed of the Scottifh Union as an-argument
for confenting to an Irifh one, but the faél is, it is 2 mat-
ger of rejeéion for Ireland, nor are we confident that it
has been one of advantage to Scotland, at leaft it
was by no means relifhed by the Scots ; Scotland, labo-
rious in the induftry of its inhabitants, has by no means
the fertile foil, nor genial climate of this country: its
Courts of Law werc entirely influenced by the defires of

the




L33
the Crown, and that alone muft have entailed innume-
rable miferies on the Kingdom. Every man is informed
of the means employed to bring about that Union, and
although wunreflricled ¥ on the fubje&, we fhould only

fatigue by any detail. How well the Treaty of Union
was oblerved appears from the conduét of the Britith Par-

liament, in a fefion or two afterwards. Ireland, fepa-

rated by an extenfive ocean from England, temperate in
climate, and inhabited by a brave and hardy race, re-
quires but the hand of induftry and encouragement, t0
make it one of the richeft of iflands : it is our duty to be
cautious how we deprive it of the motives that ftimulate
to induftry, and remove from it the.means of fupplying
encouragement. Entirely free ‘from thofe circumftances
that might have rendered an Union of advantage to Scot-
land, it is particularly fo ot any g¢orruption on the legal
Bench. The independence of our Judges (exclufive of
any effe& from their referved and retired temper,) is fe~
cured by Parliament ; and both the Laws themfelves and
the Profeflors are tinged with the mild and liberal cha-
ralter, which the progrefs of Philofophy and Science ne-
ver fails to make.

The moft inveterate enemies of Ireland muft allow that
in the gloomieft days of prejudice, its inhabitants were
ardent lovers of juflice, and preferred the equal adminif-
tration of Englifilaw, to the wild but venerable inftitu-

* 32nd July, 1706, Queen Anne iffued an Order of Council,
that all ‘perfons concerned in dilcourfe or libel, or in laying
wagers relating to the Union, thould be punifhed with the utmoft
sigour of the Law.

tions
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tions of their own, or the flattering vanity of national in-
dependence. This is allowed by Authors, + certainly not-

favorable to Ireland, and whom nothing but coxi?'f&ion

could have induced to make the affertion. And can any
man have the confidence to affert that the funof Science,

Abining with meridian vigour over Europe for fome centu- -

ries, hung in fullen eclipfe over this unfortsnate land 5

who could be bold enough to hazard the affertion, who -

mad enough to give it credit. Let us look from one ex-
tremity of the Globe to another, take a broad and intel-
ligent view of the different Countries that compofe it, and
where fhall we find one that has profp%red in the manner
of Ireland ? Notwithftanding the large fums drawn for
the prefent war, all the difcouraging circumftances at-
tending apprehenfions of Invafien, and all the unhappy
confequences that ever muft refult from inteftine commo-
tion, have not our Commerce, Refources and Refpe&ta-
bility attained an elevation, that twenty years fince our

- moft fanguine hopes did not afpire to ? Have we not ad-

vanced more than gradually in the perfeftion of the
Arts, Sciences, Elegancies and Refinements, that blels
and adorn life, and beft mark the advancement of a Coun-
try ? Have not the People, even in the midft of the late
Rebellion, proved their Loyalty, by crufhing the ferpent
of Democracy, at the moment it was attempting to en-

- twine around our Conftitution ? They fupported, they

maintained, they fecured that ineftimable Conflitution, }

- when

t Sir John Davis, Stainhurst, Spencer, &c.
§ A Conftitution, fays Voltaire, the wonder and the orna-
ment of Europe, -
Si Antiquitatem {peétes vetuftiffima, fi cignitatem Nobiliffima,
§i autoritatem ampliffima,~— Sir Edward Coke,

T




(15°)

ere about to lay the axe to it, and
g to overturn that beauti-

when its enemies w

with hideous ruin were preparin
ful Edifice, compofed of but three orders, King, Lotds,

and Commons ; under the fhade of which Indullry meets
reward, and forrow finds alleviation, and whofe beauti-
ful fymmetry and venerable antiquity attraét the admira-
tion, and challenge the refpect of admiring Nations.

For many years prior to the late Rebellion no art was
neglé&ed, no fpring was fuffered inanimate, that could
by any means exafperate the People againft the Govern-
ment, but on the fide of Loyalty all was voluntary, un-
expe&ed, valorous and rapid, and fortunately all has
been fuccefsful. We have feen ourfelves, and we have
fhewn to other Nations what exertions this Country is
capable of performing; and what refources it poffefles, to
defeat even the beft-planned fchemes of its enemies. We
have evidently evinced that the Nation is zealouily at-
tached to Law and Order;. and acknowledges ¢ that
¢ every jewel plucked from the crown of Majefty, would
¢ be made ufe of as a bribe to corruption, it might en-
« rich the few who fhared, but would in fact impoverifh
¢ the public.”|| But whilft thus attached to, and thus
determined to fupport our prefent Conflitution, we are,
it is to be hoped, unanimous that fuch attachment, and
fuch fupport, would'prove more effetual, and certainly
more honorable; when coming as the free and generous

| Do&or Goldimith.
oifer
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offev of an independant Nation, than when claimed and ex~

aéted as the proportion of a province. Has not the Na-
tion fufficient energy and fufficient ability within itfelf, to
remove every difadvantage under which it may fuffer ?
Does it not in its own bofom poffefs power adequate to
any neceflary excrtion ? And for what purpofe fhall we
folicit or admit the interference of others to execute, what
we ourfelves are fo capable of performing ?

We are informed, that in cafe of an Union, Ircland will
be well reprefented in the Britifh Parliameat--- Credat
Fudeeus Apella. The reprefentation of Scotland will
ferve as a beacon if we difdain not inftruéion. ®* What
wile man would believe, that a few Irifh members, elefted
probably from the influence of extenfive fortune ; refiding
at a diftance from their native foil, and under the guidance
of a Britifh Minifter, would confult Irifh intereft,and pro-
mote Irifh independance. Would they not prefer Britifh
intercft; efpecially when clathing with Irifh.

Every manis acquainted with the fafcinations that fur-
tound the Court ; and that fplendor which dazzles, and
not infrequently corrupts thofe accuftomed to its glare,
would have no weak effe® on thefe who from novelty
wou ld admire, 2nd from admiration of its elegance, would
gain defire to partake of its luxury. Should the Britith
Minifter then advance his propofals, what would become
of the Irifh fupporters in the Britith Parliament? Where

* Although the tax on Malt in Scotland was oppofed by every
Scotch Peer and Commoner in either Houfe, it was carried by the
Minister, in diret breach of one of the Articles of the Union.

thea
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then would be the {worn defendcfs of our Laws, cur Com-

merce, and advantages? They would remain filent, or

their voices would prove too weak or too few to be heard
in fuch an affembly. They were men, and did not refift
corruption. Menander faid, long fince, Itis Man, his
<« name explains the reft.” Yet fome men, from princi-
ple, from pride, from difintereftednefs, or from that honor
~which is the proteclion and ornament of virtue, if not vir-
tue itfelf, fteadily and invariably purfuing the real advan-
tage of their country, would, we make no doubt, rejeét
with generous indignation all that minifterial profufion
could beftow, or all that popular zealcould offer to the
warmeft advocates of its intemperance. Yet even the
conftant offers of temptation to an honeft man would be
difgufting, to a weak man dangerous. Hiftorians inform
us, the dogs of Egypt drink running, apprehenfive of the
Crocodiles of the Nile; the application I fear would then
“{uit our worthy members at the other fide of the water.
Too few to make a formidable ftand as a body, Scythian-
like, their battles fhould be fought flying, and we might
reafonably fuppofe, that in the courfe of eight years the
braveft and the hardieft, unencouraged by hope, and un-
fupported by fuccefs, might forget their valor, and relax
their refolution. Indelence and effeminacy would, in fuch
a time, without any aid, prove fufficient to fap the founda-
tion of thofe virtues, that inftead of fupporting and adorn-
ing their native land, lent affiftance to its ruin, by becom-
“ing advocates forits dependence.

The Friends of an Union further obferve, that it would
effectually, fecure this country from any future rebellion

C or
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or difturbance ; but we cannot perceive on what greund

it is urged: we do not find that the Union of Scotland
prevented two dangerous Rebellions, that were nearly fa-
tal to the repofe of the country, nor prevent riots from

taking place, in our own memory, that every friend to
‘Scotland blufhes at remembering. ‘

Is it to be imagined, that removing not only.the fpirit
but the emblems of the Monarchy from the kingdom,
would tend to tranquilife domeftic uneafinefs, or awe the
prefumptuous darings of an enemy, that, to ufe the words
of Shakefpeare, ¢ hath no more mercy than there is milk

¢ in a male tyger;” an enemy ever allive in fcattering its

doétrines through every country of the globe, and pro-

-moting with fervid energy, the worfhip of the Genius of

the rifing Republic. Would not that enemy, in our then

“political night, endeavour to revenge with pikes and ftil-

letos, the injuries fuftained from cannon, and from intre~
pidity.

We are alfo informed, that an Union would effettually

palfy the growth of thofe Partics that revive with malig--

nant aélivity animofities which every friend to his countiy
had hoped were never again to exift. We had never con-
ceived, that the extenfion of priviliges to a numerous, and,
in general, loyal body of men, through the generous cle-
mency of the Legiflature, was again to meet oppofition
from the Defcendants of a Gordon. ¥ In the breafts of one

Party

FQuod genus hoe hominum, quaeve hunc tam barbara morem
permittit Pawia?  Hofpitis prohibemur arence;- Bella cient, pri-

maque vetant confistere Terra. Lord

auly
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Party we had believed no fentiment could operate but
gratitude, in thofe of the other Party only liberality. In
other countrics, and at other times, parties have aéted on
general and broad principle—here, from private malevo-
lence; not actuated by general good, but inflamed by in-
dividual malice. Paffion or intereft may create zcal
among them, but what can give ftability to error, or uni-
formity to illiberal exclufion: their opinions will foon be
reje@ed in theory, where men can think, and in pradlice,

- where men can a&, with freedom. Such parties tend to

their diffolution from their birth; they are abortions, born
only to fcream, and perifh, and leave thofe to contempt,
whofe kindnefs nurfed them into mifchief.”t In the prer
fent temper of the times we cannot expect to beheard
with impartiality ; but we fhall not facrifice Truth—we
fpeak as men anxious for the independance, property, and
prefent eftablithments of the Kingdom, and defirous to
maintain them by unanimity, confidence, and a manly
avowal of fentiment: We fpeak as men who cannot fa-
vor thofe parties, becaule they are corrupt, and cannot
fear them, becaufe they are impotent. We would afk, 13

* itin a ftate of political convalefcence that Party fhould

exert ingenuity to gain influence? Is it not a prof-
titution of talent, to make ufe of it in fuch a caufe,
and at fuch a time ? What can be derived from it, but
political ferment, and private pique? “"The induftry of the

Lord Bolingbroke, {peaking of the bigotted temper of Party,
faid, he thould not be furprifed if the Plague was laid to the charge
of the Catholics, as weli as the Fire. Had his lordfhip lived in
our day, he might probably not only find men liberal to affert, but
intelligent enough to believe it.

{ Taxation no Tyranny. :
people
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people, the beft fource of national wealth, is interru cd .
minds are inflamed, and difabled from the exercife 5?
powers ; in faét, in fuch a vortex is fwallowed up. cvéﬁr
thing that can dignify or ornament our nature. " Qur pic-
ture is not imaginary; we have no field for the exercife cf
fancy, nor do we court the embellifhments of \eloguence;
we would carry conviction to the unprejudiced, for Party
is too fophifticated to admit any thing like plain, unvar-
nifhed trath.

The noble and diftinguifhed: Veteran who, bending
under Laurels, accepted the Government of this Country,
in times that demanded even the firmnefs and talent of a
Corawallis, has uniformly evinced his difapprobation of
Party, by dilcountenancing its higheft and warmeft
Leaders : the fterling Coin, not the counterfeits
of Loyalty, pafs current at the Caftle. As was faid
of a much valued Predecefior of his—¢¢ his virtues are his
¢ arts,” 'That Nobleman feems to reign in the hearts
of his fubje&s, and his clemency invites even the difaf-
fe&ted to forget their fchemes, and feek in the purfuit of
induftry oblivion of baflled difloyalty, Mercy was ever

-an attribute of valor, and we may fay of him as was faid

of one of the moft diftinguifhed Warriors of antiquity :
¢ Fortune did not give him any thing greater than the
power of preferving the lives of fuch multitudes, nor Na-
ture any thing better than the will to effeét it.

Nihil habet nec Fortuna tua majus, quam ut poffis, nec
natura tua melius quam ut velis confervare quam pluremos.

-Cicero pro Lig.

Many
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Many would have the Lord Licutenant of this King-
dom armed with the inftruments of vengeance, and ex-
tending defolation ; they would have him refemble Hell’s

grifly Tyrant, who rules
« O'er filent fubje@s and a trembling train.’*

But fuch dominion would ill fuit a2 mind expanded by va-
lour and benevolence, it would be defpifed by one who
unrivalled as a Soldier, never forgot his feelings as a
Man: thofe feellings will prove his beft reward,they gave
added luftre to the brilliant eclat of his youth, they will

- prove the ornament and confolation of his years. Bor-

rowing the language of Longinus—* He will now re-
¢« femble the fetting Sun, he will lofe his' vivid {pléndor,
¢ yet retain his general warmth, and pleafe more though
< he may dazzle lefs.”

In taking a view of the Trade of Ireland, which of late
interrupted, feems now on the recovery, we immediately

‘perceive how great has been its increafe within the lait

twenty years. This appears from the large fums which
of late have been laid out in inclofing, manuring, culti-
vating and adorning the general furface of the Country,

® T cannot conceive under Heaven (which in its wifdom tole-
rates all forts of beifigs) a more contemptible wretch than one
bloated with pride and arrogance, without civil knowledge, or
military fkill; calling for battles he fhall never fight; courting
dominion he fhall never exercife, and fatisfied to be cruel and con-
temptible, that he may make others wicked and miferable.

Epmunp Burkr.

not
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not only by the Proprictors, but even by the Tenants
themfelves, who contrive, in general, to fupport
fometimes. enrich a numerous offspring. Tt is ing :
vertible that the Farmer and Peafant now live in a better
manner,and poflefsmore of the conveniencies of life thanat
any former period, which muft arife from the produce of
their lands, fo cultivated and improved. What fums of
money, in every Man’s memory, have been laid out in

forming and opening the New Docks in Dublin, in cut- -

ting Canals, and carrying on Works of utility and Trade?
—What an appearance of profufion and opulence even in

the Houfes of middling Life, not only in the Capital, but
in the provincial Towns ? | '

War certainly has fhat many of the avenues leading to
opulence, but from. the recent and brilliant viGtories of
our fleets, we may naturally imagine the enemy has loft
fome ofits haughtinefs, by lofing much of its ftrength, and
is difpofed for peace from inability to purfue the war.
“ France with all her conquefts is like a rotten garment
“ whofe owner confoles himfelf for all its filth, patches,
“ and rottennefs, in an ‘embroidered border, though its
“ weight daily adds to the wear and tear of the miferable
“ drapery it adorns.™ Tt is our duty to fhew we are

animated by a Roman fpirit, and perceive the juftice of its

martial maxim;Oﬂendite Bellum Pacem habebitis.

We naturally wifh for Peace, but would extend every
vefource for War; and cheerfully and vigoroufly will this

T Plain Thoughts of a Plain Man.
kingdom

and

-
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kiw, aﬂi’n Independant Nation, fupport England’s
honor, by preferving her own. Peace, on itsreturn, will
bring Trade into moft of its former channels; we fhall
again witnefs the profperity which for a time had been in-
terrupted, and return to the purfuits and occupations that
fuftain, conneé, and enrich fociety.

v).‘

In cafe of an Union, fay its partizans, you will partici-
pate in all that opulence and commerce that are the vifi-
ble features of Englifh fortune and induftry. We venture,
with folemn yet unprefuming confidence, to affert, fo far
from it,we fhould be the Hewers of Wood and Drawers of
Water to the Englith. Irith produétions would be encou-
raged but as would fuit Englifh advantage,indulge Englith
luxury, or flatter Englifh caprice. Irifh Manufaéturers,
unable to vie with Englith Purchafers, would confequent-
ly fail. Irifh materials would not be purchafed, nor
would their credit fubfitt.. The Manufa8lurers at prefent,
a refpe@able clafs, would in afhort time be forced to toil
in fubaltern fituations, employed, perbaps, as fervants,
where they fhould be mafters, and aiding the formation of
Englith fortunes on the rain of their own. Every Irifh-
man fhould deteft a meafare that would bring fuch mifery
on his countrymen. Every manof feeling and fpirit will
exert his influence to prevent the ManufaQurer from
breaking, the Hufbandman from ftarving, and the King-
dom (as Ireland) from being depopulated. What would
be the fitwation of Dublin fhould an Union be formed ?
The profpe& is too gloomy to view even for 2 moment—
it is without hope—it could admit no confolation. If even

the forrows and miferies attending a depopulated city,
and
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2nd ruined eﬁabhfhments, fhould make noimpre n.
his callous heart, perhaps felf-intereft ‘would To

wealthy Ablentce to oppofe a meafure threatemhgihe
very exiftence of that wealth. Every man kno&&i ‘what
immenfe fortunes are drawn from Dublin, and none can
be ignorant that an Union would almoft deftroy them.
We are informed, indeed, Ireland would not be withouta
Viceroy, but, gracious God, what Nobleman diftinguifhed
for rank, {pirit, or accomplithment, would accept a fta-
tion where he fhould become acquainted but with its
painful offices; where he would" have the refponfibility,
with but the mutilated power ofa Lord Lieutenant, ~pof-
{efing all the ¢ invidious dutics, without the means of
¢ fottening or dignifying them.”f The friends of Mo-
narchy would be pained to fee its Reprefentative in a ftate
of degradation, with  authority curtailed, and energy
¢ diminifhed.”

We had before occafion to obferve, that no Man whofe
fortune and f{ituation permitted, would remain in this
Country after'an Union: we would then find a rapid fale
of Irifh property, which would be principally purchafed
by Englifh fettlers, and the purchafe money vefted in Eng-
lifth and foreign fecurities. The immenfe fums drawn for
the fupport of thole Abfentees, would prove a conftant
drain to therclource of the Kingdom, without the leaft
confideration or return, and in fearching Hiftory we could
not difcover an inftance of any Country, or conquered
Province, paying fuch an annual tribute to another as we

1 Prince of Wales's Letter to Mr. Pitton tﬁe Regep_cy bufinefs.
Mhould

P M v—

o e e o e e T e b




(25)

. Countries abounding in

fhould ithen, pay to England
Mines of Gold and Silver are {uftained by the bounty of

nature, in the exportation of their Bullion, but we want-
ing fuch natural produce, and dependant on Induftry and
Commerce, could derive only calamity from encreafed
Abfentees. Cynical Men would fay, the evil will cure
itfelf, for if the demands of your Abfentees greatly exceed
in, there will foon be nothing for them to draw,
muft be forced to return to their native Country,
le to ftarve abroad. In
Abfentees contribute to
influence at the other

your ga
and they
unlefs they fancy it more agreeab
o poffible inftance could thofe

our intereft, by the exertion of any

fide of the water, in a {hort time ; had they even the de-

fire and the power to be of fervice, they would be igno-

rant of the means. Such Deferters weuld be our worlt
enemies, laying us under a continual pillage to their va-
nity, luxury and profligacy. Money confumed at
home may injure the individual, yet enrich the Public,
but drawn from a Kingdom without any return, muft
ultimately prove its ruin. What would the abfence of
the Men of fortune and influence be, but an inducement
to every Rebel to execute his fchemes, when no longer
deterred by their prefence. Hear Sir John Davis, in his
Hiftorical Relations :—¢¢ The -abfence of the Nobility,
¢¢ who having great eftates in Ireland, yet kept their re-
¢ fidence in England, was the principal caufe of the flow
€€ progrc(s made in the reduction of Ireland,andof the fre-
« quent Rebellions of the Irifh, who were thereby encou-
« raged to make encroachments upon the Englifh,and dif-
«¢ poflefs them of their Lands ; and that the Kings of Eng-

¢ Jand were thereby put to the neceflity of fending armies
D ¢ over
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““ over from time to time, to reduce and re-conq
¢ 1al provinces thereof.”——Qur Anceftorsin their »
dom {aw the evil, and took precaution agaﬁi&ﬁpﬁ;ﬂ -
Statute of Abfentees, 28th Henry. the VIII. exprefsly
notices—¢¢ that two parts in three of the yearly profits
‘ of the Lands of abfent Perfons did, by reafon of their
“ abfence, belong to the King, by virtue of the ftatutes
‘¢ for that purpofe provided.” And by an a¢t paffed 10
Car. T. cap. 21— It is enaéted that all perfons dwelling
“ In England, or elfewhere, who fhall obtain titles of
“ honor among the Nobility of Ireland thall, though re-
“ fident in Engiand, or elfewhere, contribute towards
¢ all public charges, taxed by the Parliament, rateably and
¢ in fuch manner as others of their rank, refident in this
“ Kingdom, are or fhall be liable unte.” Our An-
ceftors fagacioufly prevented Abfentees, and are we called
on to give our Labour, our Talent, and Refource, to the
aggrandizement of Britain, by fupporting her Settlers in
our Country, and pampering innumerable Abfentees in_
hers: as long as fuch a wafteful export of our Treafure
continued, and carried with it every acquifition we could
make, vain would be every offer of expedients for
creafing our Manufa&tures, leffening our Imports, or im-
proving our Trade : every inlet of wealth, Induftry could
form, would be infufficient to fatisfy a devouring drain,
ever fated to keep us wretched and miferable. If we are
to remain poor, l¢t us remain fo as a Nation, rather than
confume ourfelves in purfuits without hope, or indeed
without any other effe@® than that of fupporting Men
abroad, who, afraid or afhamed of theiy Country;- affeét

te

in-




k21 )

to treat g, w}xh contempt, but do not hefitate to ruin it
m&mﬁ: If, however, notwithftanding all the
confe 'h_t'“l’lcci"lthat-would refult from an Union, confe=
enc "s_ ever to be dreaded, as not only injuring the pre-
fent, but tainting future Generations, and involving not
only our own degradation, but that of unborn millions; *
who muft curfe the Authors 6f a Meafure that for ever
damped Irifh {pirit, and for ever clouded Irith honor; it
wefay, in obvious defiance of the interelt of the Nation,
the Queftion is to be agitated, in the Name of Gobp, let it
be fairly, ferioufly and deliberately : let the prefent Par-
liament, if it 1emains, take the fenfe of the Nation on a
fubje& fo nearly affe@ing its intereft. Let aggregate
Meetings of the Freeholdersin the different Counties be
held, to give their opinion on its effe@s with regard to
their particular fituations. Let Addrefles be received
from all quarters, conveying the general defires of the
Kingdom. Let the great landed and mercantile Men de-
clare their withes on a fubje&@, {o nearly affe&@ing their
Property and Commerce. Let the Profeflional Bodies be
confulted, and particularly let the fenfe of the Guardians
of our Laws be taken, how far it is proper or falutary to
fuffer any alteration‘in them. We may be told all this
would be improper, becaufe as yet the ferment that fo
lately difturbed us has not quite fubfided; then we an-
{wer, the time is improper for a Queftion that demands
every exertion of Talent, Firmnefs and Deliberation,—

* No people, fays Locke, can alienate the rights or revenues of
posterity: it was by a violation of this rule that the Spanifh Cortzs

were rendered ulelefs.
: i i We
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L o Bz sl
We may by {ome be conceived to fpcakﬁg}l lgaﬂ"ﬁ‘e* :
dom than the temper of the Times admits, but, W€ €on-
ceive apathy on the prefent occafion a crimwlné{.{},the
Children of remoteft Generations might call us to an ac-
count for, we confider it an imperious duty to {corn any
temporary advantages, cr court any influence contrary
to affe@ion and duty to our Country. Our Conftitution
gives us the privilege to affert our opinions, and though
fome late A@s of Parliament, in fome meafure, militate
againft it, we flill have Liberty to exprefs our fentiments
loyally, firmly, and we truft effe@ually. We find it 2
facred bounden duty to warn of the danger, and point
out the degradation of fuch an obje&t as an Union. Let
us inveftigate whether the Propofers of it have made any
difcoveries, that efcaped the honeft fagacity of our Ancef-
tors formerly, and it is now above the narrow conception
of all others than themfelves ? Is the wifdom of the Na-
tion lefs now thau it has ever been ? Is it lefs proper that
we fhould maintain the Government of our Land now
than formerly # It was the boaft of Auguftus, that he
found Rome made of Brick, and dying left it entirely
Marble : may we never be induced to reverfe the faying
with regard to this Country, by giving confent to what
would do it effeétually. It would be a melanchely prof-
pe& tobehold our Country domineered over, perhaps
by the meaneft, certainly the worft of Men, who would
unhefitatingly ere&t their elevation on the fpoils of a
Land, beggared by their rapine. Tt would be affli¢ting

to perceive our Government the work of many Centuries,
the effc& of much Wifdom, and the price of much Blood,
transferred
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rred ry to confult its Homor,
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and too ighorant to Pperceive ‘ts Advantages. What

We be in the eyes of furrounding Nations but
ed, and pitied when
ftate Ireland, once

if counfenting to

the deftruéion of that Independence, which can never
be deftroyed, unlefs tamely fuffered. Hear an able but
verfatile Statefman f—<¢ If we fuppole a cale fo extrava-
<« gant as the two Houfes of Parliament concurring, to
¢¢ make at once a formal ceffion of their Privileges, and
thofe of the whole Nation to the Crown, and atk who
¢ hath a right ‘to refift (uch a meafure ? I anfwer, the
« whole Nation hath the right and the means.”——We
have foftened the words becaufe we wifh to prove, not
illuftrate : the plain (enfe of the Nation needs little aid
:n difcerning its Intereft. Our fenfations on this occafien
fometimes gloomy, are in general confident: Wwe truft
that every diftinction of People forgetting private pique,
and difdaining private advantage, will confult the gene-
y the unanimous and decided rejection of an
Union, that in giving away our Independence, would def-
troy our Riches, our Power, and our Glory. It Men are
to be known by their Works, the Works of thofe who de-
fire this Union'denote them fufficiently ; corrupted men,
who court private fafety, in oppofing public good ; im-
potent Men, who vainly imagine they reprefent the Na-
tion by ftigmatizing it, and pretend to pafs for the Friends

'W‘e fhould be dreadeéd. Such is the
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4 Tord Bolingbroke.
of



(3)

of the People, by becoming advocates for their ruir
With undiminifhed vigour thofe Men fhould ) pofed
who are cager to proftitute our Dignity, fa rifice o
Commeree, and exhauft our Treafures. Againft fuc ) &,
daring and dangerous Innovation we fhall be proud to en

ter our firm, although perbaps unavailing Proteft ; con-
ceiving it injuriows to every thing dear to us as Irifhmen.
Defiring and aflilting fuch a meafure is lending aid to our
Deftru&ion, for in falt what is it but a ftalking horfe,
creeping under which our enemies may iecurely effeé their

fatal purpofes. Should it take place no Friend to Ireland g
¢an cver mention it without a figh:— :

| Infelix ! utcungue ferun ea Jadia Nepotes.

We truft it will prove but a child of fancy--..
yet fhould attempts be made to fofter it into exiftence

and ftrength, let it perifh by the voice of general detef- |
tation.

We have delivered our {entiments on this occafion, not
from a vain belief that in themfelves they poffefs merit,
but from an eager defire to induce men of ability and ex-

perience, to warn the nation of thofe rocks, on which its
Honour may for ever be wrecked.

Fuis ces Rochers couverts des debris de I’ Honneur.

We have no more right to give up our prefent Confti-

tution, than we would to yield the privileges of our great
Charter,
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: ﬁ%ich it was faid, ¢ were Liberry extin&,
na Charta would alone prove fafficient to revive
,;f ts facred flame, and re-eftablith a free Conftitution.”
mﬂt‘he prejudiced we claim no attention, it is froma
very different quarter we defire it—how fhould thofe who
read with malignity decide with Jultice— Negus enim foli
Judicant, qui maligne legunt. To the decifion of an impar-
tial Public we fubmit what has been compofed, but with a
view to defend their interefts, convinced thas in the rejec-
tion of an Union, Irithmen will prove their real attach-
ment to Englifh connexion, by maintaining their prefent
Independance, asbeft enabling them to fupport the fifter
country in thofe purfuits that have hitherto profpéred
with unrivalled fortune. Her fleets and her armies have
been ably nerved by Irifh firmnefs, and Irifh valour claims
no fmall thare of Britith laurel. As Independent Irifh-
men we will thew, how fuperior in ftrength and firmnefs
15 the grateful animated attachment of a fortunate Nation,

to the conftrained and treacherous profeffions of a di/pi-
rited Province.
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