THE PRESENT

NATIONAL EMBARRASSMENT
| L.
CONSIDERETHD.

THJE Queftions by which the attention
of the kingdom is at the prefent time’
engaged, have been mifunderftoed in regard
to three points, | .

I. The King’s prefent fituation, that is
to fay, his political fituation, has not been
confidered in the propereft light.

II. The legal claims of the Heir appa-
rent have been mifreprefented.

III. The legal fituation and claims of
the Parliament, at the prefent jun&ure,
have alio been miftated.

The imperfc& reprefentations which
have been given of the above three quel-
tions, have caufed the true exigency of
pubhc sfairs to be mifconceived i the

B real



= 0

real nature of the meafures to be purfued
in the prefent circumftances, the guid
Sfaciendum of the political problem, have

not been clearly underftood. '

The prefent political ﬁtmzz’aﬂ' of the King.

THE prefent inability of the King to
difcharge his royal office, has been termed
by fome Statefmen and Politicians 2 cafe
of ficknefs or infirmity : others have com-
pared it to a ftate of infancy. Precedents
of the above two cafes have been fearched
for in the Englith Hiftory.

The prefent fituation of the King can-
not be called a ftate of ficknefs or infir-
mity, as thefe words are generally ufed.
In a ftate of ficknefs, 2 Man 1s difabled
from going through certain manual exer-
cifes, or from performing certain bodily
operations. But fuch bodily operations
and exercifes are not pofitively required
from a King : it is enough if he can give
direttions. 'The Emperor Severus being

‘ 2 confined
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confined by the gout, his Sons took that |
Opportunity to revolt : he fent his Gene-

rals againft them, who defeated them in
battle, and brought them prifoners to him.
‘The Emperor difmiffed his Sons unpu-
nithed ; only warning them to remember
that it is the bead which governs, and not
the feet.

Even in a ftate of health, Kings do not
bodily perform feveral very important ope-
rations. They 'do not ufe to carry their
orders perfonally themfelves: they do not
ufe to affix their own great or privy feals
with their own hands: nay, they do not
always choofe to fign their own names
themfelves. It is recorded among other
anecdotes of a certain King of France, that,
when his Minifter, who was a Bifhop,
brought papers for him to fign, he ufed
to tell the Bithop, Sign, Father, figa for
me. | |

Neither can the King’s prefent f{ituation
be termed a ftate of nfancy. A King, in
a ftate of imfancy, 1s not pofitively confi-
dergd as being incapable of having a wi//:

B2 he
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he is confidered as being only incapable of
declaring that will: "a "Guardian is ap-
pointed to him, whofe office is to declare
the King’s will.

In a ftate of ficknefs or infirmity, a King
has a wi// ; ‘only, he cannot declareit fo

readily and eafily as the relt of men are
able to do: but the pecuhar fituation of

the King, at this prefent time, is pofitively
that he can have na will. An infant King 1s
alfo, in fome fenfe, allowed to have a wil/;
but he is confidered as being unable, we
have juft faid, to declare this will: a
Guardian is appointed«to perform the
office. To which add, that there is a
certain term, or period of time, exprefsly
fixed by the law to the /nfans King’s ina-
bility to declare his ‘will: the day and
hour on which this legal difability is to be
ended, ‘are pofitively named. - The infanf
King’'s natural abilities are moreover con-
tinually intrcaﬁng every day ; ‘they becomé
evident- before the day of his /egal ablhty
is exprefsly arrived. .

Alfo
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Alfo add, that the Guardian appointed
to an infant King, is to keep clofe pofief-

fion of the King’s perfon, for fear any other
Men fhould intrude, and préfume to at-

tempt to declare the King’s will. This
clofe pofleflion of the perfon of an infant
King, which is exprefsly required of a
Guardian, makes it evident that his office
is underftood to be, to confidt with the in-
fant King, and dec/are the King’s will.—
Such clofe adherence to the King is not to
be confidered as a part of the duty of the
Perfon who, in the iffue of the prefent
national embarraffiment, will be intrufted
with the exercife of the royal authority.
This may lead to obferve, that the word
Regent, which has become, through gene-
ral ufe, to imply the fignificaticn of a King’s
Guardian, will not perhaps be a proper
word for exprefling the office of the Perfon
who is to be appointed a Reprefentative to
the King.

Neither can the King’s prefent fityation
be compared to a common cafe of abfence.
Two' fats have been quoted as being
; : extracted
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extra@ted from Mr. Hatfell's publifhed

Collection ‘of Precedents of the Houfe

of Gommons. In the one inftance, King

Charles 1. being taken fuddenly ill, and

unable to open the Seflion on the day he

had appointed, the Queen fent notice of
the circumftance to the Parliament, at the

fame time naming a day on which fhe faid

the King would come. In the fecond in-

ftance, King William 1II. having been de-

tained by contrary winds in his paflage-
from the Continent, and thereby prevented
from meeting the Parliament. on the pre-
fixed day, the Queen fent information that
the King was landed within the realm, and
that his delay could not be long. In the
firft-named inftance, the Queen named a
thort day on which the King was to ap-
pear. In the fecond inftance, the Queen
faid the King was within the realm, and
was coming in his own perfon.

B‘ut the King’s prefent fituation is widely
different from the above-mentioned cafes.
No Minifter can tell where the King 1s,
or when he is to appear again, On the

day
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day on which it was expected that the
King would have opened the Seffion, the
Minifters, in both Houfes, faid, ¢ they
““had been prevented by the feverity of
““ the King’s illnefs from approaching his
¢ perfon and receiving his commands.”
‘They meant to exprefs themfelves myfte-
rioufly; and their expreflions were proper:
but they would have given a more accurate
defeription of the cafe, if they had faid, z4ey
Bad fought for the King, and bad not been
able to find bim.

The King is abfent; and no perfon can
fay where he is to be found. He is ab-
ifent; and no man can tell when he will

- come back. Nay, it 1s not known whether
he will come back. Nay more, in cafe he
does come back, it isnot known whether he
will be able to make himfelf acknowledged
to be the fame perfin.

This circtimftance we have juft mention-
ed, namely, the profpe&@ of a difficulty at
fome future time in afcertaining the King’s
real return, and the true identity of his per-
fon, is a farther perplexing circumftance

added



( 8 )
added to the prefent national ‘dilemma.
The profpett of fuch difficulty, which. is

not much thought of as yet, confiderably
increafes the nicety and importance of the

proviﬁons meant to be made in the prcfcnt

emergency.

The inftance of Don Sebaftian, King
of Portugal, may be mentioned in this
place. Having landed in. Africa with an

army, he difappeared in a battle he fought
againft the Moors: he remained abfent
from his -kingdom; no body could tell
what was become of him, or whether he
would ever return. A few years after-
wards two Men made fucceffively their
appearance, pretending to be King Don
Sebaftian : the Spanifh Government, who
had feized upon the Crown of Portugal,
caufed them both to be put to death. A
third Man aflumed the charater of Don
Sebaftian ; he made his firft appearance at
Venice ; as he was kept out of Portugal.
The Spanith Government demanded his
being delivered up to them. The Venctian
Senate poftponed complying with the re-

queft
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quefl, and appointed Judges to examine into
~the affair. The Man, as Hiftorians relate,
bore a remarkable refemblance to King
Don Sebaftian : his voice was acknowledged
to be perfeGtly fimilar. He produced on
his body certain peculiar marks which
were known to have been obfervable on
King Don Sebaftian. He théwed himfelf
informed of certain fecret negociations that
had formerly taken place bétween the State
aof Venice and King Don Sebaftian, and gave
a proper account of them to the Judges.
Some Hiftorians have. confidered the affair
as having been myfterious and problematic.
For fupporting this opinion it might be al-
ledged, that the Venetians neither would
deliver up the Man, nor hurt him: they
only ordered hiny out of their territories.
The Spanith. Government, after they had
procured . him to be feized in fome other
part of Italy, neither brought _him to a
trial, nor put him to death; and the whole
Portuguefe Nation continued to be loud in
theic complaints, that their lawful King
was.detained from them:  though their

- | C complaints
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complaints might perhaps be owing only
to their diffatisfaction with ‘being fubje&ted
to the Spanith Government. N

The prefent fituation of the King of
England might, in fome fenfe, be com-
pared with the cafe of Don Sebaf’uan, that
" is, with the cafe of a King, who.1 is living,
and perhaps prefent, but the identity of
whofe perfon is doubtful and queftioned:
we are here fuppofing that.the.Man who
afflumed the chara@er of Don Sebaftian,
might be the real pérfon.;: ‘However, the
comparifon is not very exaét. The diffi-
culty and perplexity in afcértainingthc
true identity, or refurn, of the Kin g’s perfon,
is only a future poffible period of the pre- -
fent national dilemma: a period which is
“not’ arrived yet; but may happen. The
real prefent political fituation of the King
1s fimilar to'the cafe of Don Sebaftian, while
that King was a captive in Africa; a cap-
tive in an_ unknown land, in unknown
hands; ‘an accefs to his perfon being in
every refpect deemed impofiible, and even
not to-be thought of,

A




(1)

A fimilar inftance of a thorough abfence
 of a King, occurs in the Englith Hiftory.
The inftance alluded to, is the well-known
fa&k of King Richard I. This King, being
on his return from the Holy Land, by fea,
was fhipwrecked near Aquileia, on the
northern coaft of the Adriatic, where he
found himfelf under a neceflity of purfuing
his journey to his kingdom, by land,
through the dominions of his enemies,
namely, the Duke of Auftria, Leopold,
with whom he had had a violent perfonal -
quarrel in the Holy Land, and the Emperor
of Germany, Henry VI. between whom
and Richard there wais alfo a ferious caufe
of enmity : in regard to attempting to go
through France, it was a ftill worfe mea-
fure, as the'King of France, Philip, with
whom Richard had alfo quarrelled in Pa-
leftine, was.the moft dangerous enemy into
whofe hands he might fall. In a fituation
of fo much danger, Richard put on the
difguife of a common Pilgrim: but a ful=
picion or report having gone about the
Country that he had landed from the fhip
. g that



Rk s ol o N s . i R s ama ) Bge awe e
N

(12 )

that had been wrecked on the coaft, he
was purfued, and obliged to wander {o far
out of his courfe, to the fouthward, as:
Ragufa; where he turned to the North
again, and at length reached Vienna,- ftill
in the fame difguife of a Pilgrim. " At
Vienna, the capital Town of the Duke of
Auftria, one of the Duke’s attendants knew
and afcértained Richard’s perfon s»who was
fecretly feized, Information "of the fat:
was fent to the Emperor, who claimed the
_prifoner; paid Duke Leopold a reward in
money ; and, upon Richard’s being delivered
~ up to him, caufed, him, to be fhut up in a
dungeon. The King’s, Subje&s in Eng-
land were for adong time uncertain of his
fate: no news were received about him :
only, hopes were entertained of his ha-
ving been able to land in fome part of Eu-
rope, wheres he might poflibly be de-
tained through unaccountable -accidents.
A French Minftrel, born in Richard’s do-
minions 10 France, went in fearch of his
Maiter, through the different parts of Eu-
' rope; a difficuit tafk in thofe days, when

>y o ‘there
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there was o little interconrfe between diffe-
rent nations. However, the Minftrel, who,
we may fuppofe, had made many fraitlefs
trials of his ingenuity about feveral. diffe-
rent Caftles and ftrong holds, at.length
- fixed  his fufpicions and endeavours upon
the right fpot, that is to fay, around the
real” Caftle in which Richard was adtu-
ally detained. The Minfirel immediately
haftened to England, bringing news that he
was pofitively convinced he had difcovered
the fpot where the King was ftill living,
and might be found.”: The intelligence
brought by the Miaftre! proved to be true.
Thd intereft of Pope Celeftine, and after-
wards of the German Princes, was exerted
to procure Richard’s liberty, which was
at ‘length- effé@ed ; the: Emperor being
compelled to releafe’ him ; and the King’s
Mother, Queen Eleanor, went in her own
perfon to ‘Germany, where fhe paid  the
very la}’g& fum of money which the Em-
peror €xacted for the King’s ranfom.

-The fituation of the Englith Kingdom,
, prc?'\ﬁ'ﬁusl to the day the intelligence was
o brought
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brought by the Minftrel, was, politically
{peaking, the {ame with that in which the
Nation is at this prefent time placed.

A King might happen to fall into a cale
of abfence fimilar either to that of King Se-
baftian, or of King Richard, through a train
of circumftances different from thofe'above
recited. - For inftance, in the above-men--
tioned cafe of King William II. the in-
formation received and communicated by
the Queen, that the King had landed within
the realm, might have been premature;
his thip might have been forced down the
Channel by the violence of the wind, and
{eparated from all other Ships: the King
might have been driven by the continuation
of eafterly winds, and the duration of the
gale, to feck for a place of fhelter on the
other fide of the Atlantic, or perhaps
might have been loft at fea. A like acci-
dent might have befallen King George II.
who was once, in his paflage from Holland,
driven out of his courfe, and did at laft
land with difficulty at Rye, in Suffex. The
prefent King, fome years ago, as the pub-

lic
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lic news mentioned at the time, failed from
Portfmouth out of fight from the land,
He might have been carried out of the
Channel : he might have been either loft

at fea, or driven to fome unknown land.
If no account had been received of him,

Men would have continued for a long time
in a ftate of uncertainty comcerning his
fate. Hopes would have been at-firft en-
tertained of his having been“able to reach
fome European Country : then it might
have been thought he had perhaps been
caft, or landed, on fome of the Azores, or
weltern Iflands : thenon fomeé unfrequented
part of North America: then, at length,
on the remoter coaft of Brazil, or fome
more diftant fhore of the extenfive and
defert South-American coaft ; from which
there might be a poffibility of his being
able to return. In fuch circamftances, the
political ftate of the Kingdom would not
have been different from what it is in the
prefent circumftances.

A King
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A King might alfo be carried off, -or
{lain and hid perhaps for ever, by treache-
rous or lurking enemies, & d 3

Lnquiries are made. after the King's fitua-
" EioR. ' |

ON the 2oth of November the Parlia-
ment met, as they had beef_r appointed.
No  Minifter - could tell' where the King
was ; this was a real abfence ¢ neither did
they attempt to fay whether he would re-
turn again. Such was the political ftate
of the Country, on the day when the Par-
liament affembled. '

Phyficians were appointed to make a
report of the King’s fituation. They might
be confidered as Me/fengers, fent to enquire
after. the King, by fea and land.

The account that was brbﬁght and given
to the Parliament, was, that there was no
reafo'lh for deemi'ng the King to be dead 3
that his return might be hoped for ; but
that his return was uncertain ; and no time |

’ might
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might be named when he mij

ght be expedted
to be feen again. ‘

‘Pro'v_z'ﬁam are to be made for the Emergency.
The rights of the Heir apparent.

IN fuch an unforefeen abfence, or defi-
ciency of the prefence, of the King, it was
agreed that the defe@ of the exercife of the
royal authority muft be fupplied by fome
means or other. One fet of Politicians gave
it as their opinion, ‘that the Heir apparent
had a right to afflume the exercife of the
royal authority direétly, and as being his
right. |

Before examining into the above pofi-
tion, it is proper to repeat the real flate
of fats, as it was publithed by the Parlia-
~ment, and was admitted by all parties :
¢ The King is abfent ; but bis return may
“ be boped for.” Such was the total
fum of the account that had been re-
ceived, and publifthed.

D In
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In fuch a ftate of thmgs, it 1s evident

that the Prince of Wales has no rzr*éf to

afTume the exercife of the Royal authority.
Since the King 1s not dead, the rights of

the Prince, however important hls ﬁtua-
tion may be, are nothing more thanﬁfmre
rights. 'The rights of the King ftill con-
tinue to exift. Heis abfent ; but Lis rights
are prefent : they hinder and® abforb the
rights of the Prince of Wales.

The fituation of the Prince is the fame
with that of 2 Man to whom a debt 1s to
be paid on fome future day : till the debt
is due, he ¢an demand nothing.

The Prince’s fituation may allo be com-
pared with that of a Man who is Heir at
law to an eftate; . the Owner of which is
mifing. Till the Heir at law can produce
proofs of the death of the Owner, no

Tenant will pay rent to him : he can bring

nobody, to account : nobody is accountable
to him. The opinion of thofe perfons who
have adyvanced that the Prince of Wales had
a right to affume the exercife of the royal

authority, was remarkable, as they did not

attempt
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attempt to queftion the truth of the ac-
count that had been publifhed, namely,
that the King was living, and that he might
be hoped to refurn, or be able again to
govern his Kingdom.

- So long as the Prince does not pledge
himfelf that the King is dead, or has ex-
prefsly refigned his royal office to him, the
rights of the Prince are only_future rights:
his rights, or the time of his rights, are not
come yet.

The [fituation “of the~prefent Parliament.
Do'they fland ‘tn.the fame predicament as
the Convention Parliament did, who Jat

“at the time of the Revolution, in the year
1688 ? :

1T 1is evident that the fituation of the
prefent Parliament is not {imilar to that of
the Convention Parliament, who fettled the
Crown. upon King William IIT. and his
Sueceffors. The Convention Parliament
poﬁti?ely met upon this ground, that the
| D 2 Throne
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Throne was vacant. King James the Se--
cond was faid to have abdicated the Throne.
The expréffion being thought infufficient,
i¢ was added that the Throne was thereby
become wvacant ; which made the fenfe
complete ' the King had abdicated the
Throne in fuch 2 manner that it Was be-
come {'acant.‘ The Convention met af their
oten accord (without any Writs being re-
ceived) for the purpofe of «deelaring this
Vaeancy, and for determining who fhould
fill the Throne. But the nature of the
prefent emergency is diametrically oppo-
fite to fuch a fituation. The prefent Par-
liament have madeiit their firft operations
to afcertain and declare that the Throne i1s
not vacant, th‘at the King is hving, and
that they hope for his return : they are not
therefore to be confidered as a Convention
Parliament,

- W&o'
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Who bas a nght in the prefent emergency,

fo fupply the defelt of the perﬁrzal exer-
cife of the royal autbority &

N O perfon in the Kingdom pofiefies
fuch 7ighz. 'The Prince of Wales does not
poflefs fuch right: he has no 77ghs to
aflume the exercife of the royal authority :
he cannot, for inftance, diffolve the pre-
fent. Parliament. He cannot afflume the
name of George the Fourth,

Hawve the Parliament any right 2

T HE Parliament have no right to
afflume the exercife of the royal authority,
either in their own names, or in the names
of any perfons, fince they aver that the
King continues to preferve his rights. The
Parliament cannot ftyle themfelves a Con- -
wention Parliament, and affume authority
upon that ground ; for they have pofitively
declared that the Throne 15 not wvacant.

2 They



They cannot fay that the King has abdi..
cated his Office; for they have declared
that they are in hopes of his ﬁllmg it
again, and of his again appcarmg among

them in Parliament.
- Since the Parliament forbear to. declare

that the Throne 7s vacant, they cannot ' men-
tion heir right to difpofe of ' the'royal au-
thority, without contradlﬂmg themfclvcs.

Who can therefore, in the prefent emergency,
Jupply . the defeit of the exercife of the
royal autbhority ¢

NO perfons can by virtue of any right
pofleffed by ‘themfelves: no perfons can
alledge any sigbs. Since it is admitted
that the King ftill continues to feign, and
Preferves bis royal Office, the exercife of
the royal authority is not to be attempted
or meddicd with, otherwife than by means
of 2 Truft or Commlﬁion from the reign-
.mg Rins.

Who



#ho can alledge fuch Comms/ffion i the pres
Sent emergency 2 Can the Prince alledge
a Cemmiffion from the King ? :

HE has not attempted to alledge “any
{uch Commiffion.

Can the prefent Parliament alledge a
Commiffion, or Truft, from the King 2

THEY have alledged, and muft needs
have proved, a King's Commifiion, fince
they are about to difcharge his royal Office,
and exercife his foyal authority. This exer-
cifing of the royal authority the Parliament
cannot offer to attempt any otherwife than
by virtue of a Commiffion from the King,
fince they admit that his Throne is not
vacant, that he continues to reign: and
even they have, by averring this continuation
of bis reign, oppofed the arguments offered
for all&w‘?‘ng to the Heir apparent the exer-
cife of ;the royal authority.

¥ , - Under
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Under the circumftances juft mentioned,
the Parliament cannot poflibly attempt to
exercife the royal authority,. otherwife than
by virtue of 2 Commiffion from ths King.
And, as an evident proof that they pofi-
tively mean to act from a King’s Commil-
fion, itis to be obferved that they profefs
an intention to perform the ceremony of a
royal djfent.

How bave the Parliament proved fuch
Commiffion_from the King ¢

THEY have not proved any royal Com-
miffion, thaped in the ufual form, with the
King’s Broad Seal, or any other Seal to it.
The Parliament have grounded their claim
of a royal Commifiion, upon a different
fact : they have, it appears, grounded their
claim of a royal Commiffion upon the cir-
cumftance of the King having called them
-togctﬁef,-—-of his having met them atdiffe-
~rent times,—and of his having appointed
~them to meet him on the zoth of laft No-
vember ;
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tember; on which day they did dccordingly
affemble. Thefe circumftances {upplyno
‘bad plea or claim: the Parliament have
confidered them as amounting to @ King’s
Commiffion; which Commififion they have
accepted; and they are accordingly pre-
paring to fulfil this Commiffion, and
exercife the royal authority :—or, to fpeak
in the words ufed in the THIRD REsoru-
TioN lately declared,” they are preparing
‘“ to give the roya/ Affent in Parliament
“ to fuch Bills as may be paffed by the
“ two Houfes, refpe@ing the exercife of
the powers and autborities of the Crown,
“ in the name of the King.”

¢

What is the ;a?zﬁgumce of the Parliament
having accepred fuch Commiffion from the
King, Sor exercifing his royal authority, in

,,b_z,r qme? % 8 0 ‘
I'F fo; if the prefent Parliament have
really accepted fuch Commiffion, the con-

fequence is; that the Members of the
=5 E - Lower
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Iower Houfe have difqualified themftlves
from holding their feats in Parliament.

i

. How can that be?

IN the firft place, the fpisit. of the
Conftitution requires it to be fo; to-which
{pirit- it is repugnant that the exercife of
the /Zgiflative and executive authoritics
fhould centre in the fame perfons: it 1s
repugnant to the nature of the Conftitu-
tion that the King’s Commiffion, and the
Office of exercifing his royal authority,
fhould  be placed dn the Houfe of Com-
mons. Bat this is not all: thenﬁ-z}'it‘ of
the Conjtitution has been confirmed by an
A& of the Legiflature, paffed in the reign
of Queen Anne. It has been fettled by
this A&, that, if any Member accepts an
Office under the Crown, his feat becomes
void. (SeeBlackftone’s Com. Book 1. ¢.2.)
Theére is no need of a formal difmiflion, or
refignation, of fuch a' Member: his feat
becomes 7pfo fatto vacated, upon his ae-
cepting the office. |
' It
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It may, on this occafion; be obfervcd
that the fituation of the prefent Parlia-

ment now fitting at Weftminfter has been
reprefented as being fimilar to that of the

Convention Parliamént who fat at thé Re-
volution of 1688. The fa® is not fo.
But the fituation of the prefent Parliament
is, in' on¢ imiportant circumftance, very
fimilar to that in which the Long Parla-
ment {tood, in the reign of Charles the firft,
~after that King had farrendered the power
of diffolving them. The peculiar fitua-
~tion of the prefent Parliament is, in fa&,
that they cannor be diffolved ; for, they can-
not be diflolved by any Perfon except by
George the third : he has called them toge-
ther; he hasappointed them to meet: they
have met : he is abfent : they are waiting
for him ; and they are refolved to wait till
his return.. In fuch a fituation, the pre-
fent Parliament have a favourable oppor-
tuni_ty,'it feems, for acing the fame part
as the Long Parliament did, in the reign of
Charles the ficft, that is to fay, the part of

E 2 a Par~
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a Parliament that cannot be diffolved, -and.” -
who to fuch an advantage, that zhey cannot v
be diffotved, add an allegation of therr being
poﬂ’effed of the King's Commiffion, and
 do, in fa&; exert fach~Commiffion." The
Statute by which it 1s enacted, thﬂ.ﬁ'*ncW
Parliament muft be called, after the'expi-
ration.of feven years, fupplies.bat a flow
and diftant remedy againft the proceedings
of a Parliament a&ing upon fuch principles,
and éven a precérious remedy. * For in-
ftance, the Parliament now fitting dt Weft-
- minfter might fay, when the time for the
next new EleClion fhall” come, that they
caninot *confider themfelves as being dif-
folved, till the diflolution is effe@téed in the
ufoal form, by an'a& iffued from the King ;
and in’ fhort, that they will not, 'and fhall
not, be dxffolved by any other perfons,.
pofitively, than the' King himfelf;  nor
will they” dxﬁ'olve themfelves In f{ucha
fituation they might fland their ground

and g0 oh, uniting the King’s ‘alledged
Cammﬁm with their capacrtles of Repre-
| ;entatlvcs of the Pcople, giving the royal
| aflent
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affent, and conducting the national bufi-
pefs in their own way, confulting the
modes of proceeding fct before them by the
Long Parliament, ifluing royal writs_and
warrants by their own commands, and
only adjourning to days of\ their own
choofing.. Such a mode of proceeding,
grounded upon-an union of the King’s un-
limited Commiffion, together Wwith the capa-
cities of Reprefentatives of the Pcople,
would certainly be contrary ‘to the fpir:z
of the Conftitution. At the fame time this
fpirit of the Conftitation can never be
fully proved; and therefore it happened
that, Subjeds, in the reign of Charles the
firlt, who had only the fpirit of the Con-
{ftitution to peint at, and dwell 'upon, in
oppofition to the doings of their Long Par-
liament, were-in reality deftitute of a pro-
per remedy. But the Legiflature has, in
latter times, provided fuch proper remedy
againftithe remewal of the like proceedings.
The.remedy exifts 1n that Statute above
quoted, by which it is enaced, that if any
Members of the Houfe of Commons ac-
e cept
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cept an office or place under the. Crovqrr,
they vacate their feats. This Statutq has
in fa&t provxded for the cale, or pohucm
evil ' of a King being furprifed into an
engagement not fo diffolve his Parll_;_aatpent,
as Charles the firft was: though th@- inten-
tion of thofe who framed the Statate was
not perhaps pofitively direGed that way.
Should a Parliament nowhappen to be {o
tar emtboldened by the advantage of indif-
Jolubility, any. how obtained, as.to pofi-
tively alledge "2 King’s Commiffion for
governing in his name, ‘and exerciling his
authority, the Confequ‘*nce, fince the paff-
ing of the above 2@, is, that their feats,
as Reprefentatives of the People, become
vacated, on aceount of ‘their having: ac-
'c‘epred an office'under the Crown. -

The Members of the prefent Parlia-
ment, by acecepting a King’s. Commifiion
for exercifing his royal autbority, have
placed themfelves in a fituation like that
juft mentioned. By acceptmg {fuch Com-
miifion, the ¢y may be confidered as having
“accePied the Chiltern Haundreds, a7
| Nay,
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Nay, the offices of the Members of the
prefent Parliament are higher than if they
were firft Lords of the Treafury, or firfk
Lords of the Admiralty, or Mafters o the
Board of Ordnance. Their Office is to be s
Lords Fuftices of the Kingdom. In the year
1605, King William, being preparing to
pafs to the Continent in order to.command
the Allied armies, he named feven Lords
Juftices of the Kingdom, “to"whom he
trufted the reprefentation of his perfon,
with a power left to them to appoint ary
four of themfelves, to” perform the office.
Bithop Burnet- remarks’ that thefe feven
Lords were carefuli.not to appear in any
company in the namber of jfour ; but did
fo'only at the Board, when it was neceflary.
(See Burnet,! 1vs pag. 217, 218.) The
Members of the prefent Parliament are
feverally Lords Fuftices of the Kingdom, like
unto the feven Lords Juftices of King
Williamy; 2 baving the regal authority vefied
n tbem",;”_’to ufe Bithop Burnet's expreflions,
together with the reprefentation of 'the
King’s perfon ; and exerting a power of

ap-
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appointing any fmall number of themfelved
to occafionally difcharge the royal Office.
Nay more; it .is to be added, that the
prefent Lords Juftices-of the Kingdom aré
pofitively left to follow their own .difcre-
tion. They claim a.power to pafs, and
give the royal Affent to, {uch Bills as they
pleafe to frame refpecting the exereife of the
powers and authorities of the.Crown.
. The Members now aflembled at Weft-
minfter are entrufted with the managing
and exercifing of the royal authorities :
they govern the Kingdom in the King’s
name, in an unconfined manner; without
any limitation of 1ime. They are, in thort;
King’s Commiflioners cum liberd; giving
his royal Ajfent, when, and in what manner
they pleafe. . They are King’s Lieutenants
eum liberd ; not for any particular and ﬁngle
County ; (but) for the whole Kingdom of
Great-Britain: they are the King’s univer-
fal Reprefentatives. This is certainly an
office both of great truft, and of great ho-
noyr, dignity, advantage and profit. |
By accepting the above Ofhce, of King’s
dgfsfetzbrmry Lieutenants and Truflees, and
uni<
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univerfal Reprefentatives of the King, the -
Members of the prefent Parliament muft
- be confidered as having vacated their Pfears,

both by virtue of the Jpirit of the Cmy?iru_
t7on, and by virtue of the above-mentioned
Statute: the acceptation of fuch an high
office and difcretionary Licutenantthip and
Commiffion muft needs be of mhore impor-
tance for vacating feats in Pasliament, than
the acceptation of that nofﬁin'él“(}overnment‘
under the Crown, the Chiltern Hundreds.

It has been obferved in a former page
that the mere accepting of Commiflions and
Offices is fufficient forthe effeCtual vacating
of feats: the 'King’s declaration, or any
ceremonial forms of difiniffion or diffolutiom,
are pofitively not requifite. The expref-
fions in the A& are, “ And a new writ
¢ {hall iffue for a new ele&ion, as if fuch
.¢¢ Perfon,fo zccepting, was naturally dead.”
Nay, the Members now affembled at Weft-
minftér have done more¢ than barely ac-
cepting the office of King’s univerfal Truf-
tees: they have already begun, it appears,
'to"‘d'iféhargc the offiee. - They have already
sl : F begun



B
bégun- to difpofe of the places of honour -
and profit in the King’s houthold. = They
have alfo made provifions relative to grant=
ing the honour of the Peerage, and alfo

concerning penfions, and places for life, or
in reverfion, &c. thefe provifions are to laft

till the King’s Truftees fhall think proper
~ toalter them, and to provide otherwife, by
means of freth different Bills,. with the
royal affent to them ; which affent they are
empowered to give. ‘The King’s univerfal
Truflees have alfo begun to make regula-
tions relative to the King’s pecuniary pro-
perty, and the management of the fame.
To the above confiderations ought to be
added, that the Members of the prefent
Parliament, now. that they have accepted
the above High Offices, are without an
epportunity of getting them{elves re-elected
to their feats; for, who fhall iffue the ne-
ceflary writs for fuch re-eletions, or elec-
tion? It may be faid, the Members will
caufe the wrizs to be iflued by virtue of
their own commarnds, and by an exertion

of that difcretionary regal autbority which is
vefted
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vefted in them. But it is much to be
doubted whether the Conftituents will re-
gard writs iffued in this manner : they will
obje& that the King cannot be confidered
as having had any fhare in iffuing thefe
writs ; that his authority has been declared
o be interrupted. A few Conftituents will
perhaps fay, they are proper ‘writs: the
others will continue to infift that they are
not; that the fame Perfons ought not to
reprefent both the Crown and the People :
battles and feuds will take place in every
County and Borough; and the Lords Juf-
tices of the Kingdom, and difcretionary
Truftces of the ‘Crown, inftead of fucceed-
ing in getting themfelves re-eleCted to
their feats, ‘will only raife civil wars in
every diftrict.

Nay, it might perhaps be averred that
the Members now affembled at Weftmin-
fter, are pofitively hindered from being eli-
gible ‘again to their feats.

In the firft place, being King’s Licu-
tenants for the whole Kingdom, they are
excluded by that A& of Parliament which

" F 2 | pro=
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prohibits Lieutenants of Counties - from
interfering in - eleGions. . They are alfo
excluded by that fame prov_lﬁrm wl;ich.
excludes Sheriffs of Counties, Mayors and
Bailiffs of Boroughs, from being 916&6(1

within their own jurif{dictions.
- In the fecond place, the Members now at

Weftminfter may alfo be confidered as being
totdlly excluded by an article in the fame Act
above quoted. The expreffionsef this article
" are, * Thatno Perfon who fhall be invefted
¢t with any office or place of profit whatfo-
¢ ever, under the Crown, created or erected
¢ pofterior to the 25th of October, 1705,
fhall be capable.of being ek-tted, or fit-
 ting 28 a Member, in any Parliament
¢« which fhall.be hereafter {fummoned and
holden.”—This article has been farther
explained by a.fublequent A&, pafled in
the reign of Gearge II. for the exprefied
purpofe of “Fertber limiting and reducing
¢ the number of Officers cafaéfe of ﬁttmg n
“ the Haufe of Commons.” Now, it might
be aflirmed that the high difcretionary office
mh. which the Members now fitting at

cht-
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Weftminfler are entrufied, is-an office pers
Jeitly mew in the Conftitution of the Kingé& ,
dom; an oflice created or erected pofterior
to the 25th of Q&ober, 1705 ; an office, in
fhort, quite newly and lately ereGted.  The

otfice is different from that affumed: by
the Members of the Long Parliament, in

one very capital, efféntial, point; which is,
that the Long Parliament were a@ing in the

- King’s pame, evidently againft the King;,
whereas, the prefent Membess, “as appears
from their late Third Refolution, profefs
themfelves to act in the King's name, and
on bis bebalf.

Another circum{tance may be mentioned,
as giving caufe to affirm that the Members
at prefent affembled at Weltminiter are not
capable of being eleCted again to their feats:
this circumftance is their having begun to
make provifions relative to the beft manage-
ment and. the fafety of the King’s private
property, the putting it out to leafe, &ec.
it thenge appears that the Members con=
fides. the management of the King’s pro~
perty and revenue as being part of their

Truft:
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Truft : therefore, they are egcluded from
Parliament, and prohibited from being re-
elected, by virtue of thofe jealous provifions
repeatedly made for ‘excluding Officers of
the Revenue from being Membersiin any

Parliament, 2
In fhort, the King’s T7ru/%, poflefled by

the Members now affembled at ' Weftmin-
fter, is univerfal; it is unlimited, and ex-
tends to every thing : they can frame Bills -
upon any fubje, and give the royal affent
to fuch Bills as they pleafe. Thefe things
being fo, it may be obferved that the pre-
fent Parliameént at Weftminfter have no
occafion for, a Regent : they have all they
can want : they arethe Regens themfelves.
Nay, they are more than a Regent: they
do not barely reprefent the King’s wi//, as
a Regent would 5 but they actually reprefent
his Perfon; giving his royal affent. In fuch
a flate of .things, nothing is wanting for the
proper ‘government of the Country: the
King is'prefent by his Reprefentatives : his
government, and his prefence, are continued
by his Commiffion; in the fame manner as
3 if
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if he was only on a journey to Holland or
Hanover. The Parliament have contra-

dicted themfelves, when, claiming (o full a
Commifiion as that which they hold forth,
they have faid that the perfonal exercife of
the royal authority is mterrupted.

‘The contradiGion juft pointed at, leads
us to obferve, that the whole management

~ of the prefent important national bufinefs,

feems to be grounded upon fome kind of
confiderable error. The three Resoru-
TIONS or DECLARATIONS, agreed upon
by the two Houfes, as the ground-work of
their proceedings, offer a feries of contra-
difions : the fecond article contradi&s tha
firft ; and the third contradis the fecond.
The following is a copy of thofe thres
Articles or Declarations.

1. That itis the opinion of this Com-
@ pittec,

¢ That his Majefty is prevented, by his
prefent indifpofition, from coming to
his.Parliament, and from attending to:
pub!ié’ bufinefs ; and that the perfonal
exércife of the Royal Authority is there-
by“for the prefent interrupted.”

“¢ 3k That
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“ef1f, “hat it is the opirifon of tlifs Com-

mittee, ITOTHR

"¢ 'That it is the Right and Duty.of the -
Lords Spiritual and Tempetat; and Com=

mons . of Great Britain now aflsmbled,
and lawfully, fully, and freely, repre-
fenting all the Eftates of the pegple of
this' Realm, to provide the means of
fapplying the deféct of ‘the 'perforial
exercife of thé Royal Auathority, arifing
from his Majefty’s faid indifpofition, in
fuch manner as the exigencies of the
cafe may require.” . '

4« RESOLVED, ( - -.
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¢t That for this purpofe, and for main-
taining entire the Conftitutional Autho-
rity of the King, it is neceflary that the
faid Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and

‘Comimons. of»Great Britain, thould de-

termine on the means whereby the Royal
Aflent may be given in Parliament to
fuch: Bills as may be pafied by the two -
Houfes of Parliament,  refpeding the
exercife of the powers and authorities of

the Crown, in the name and on the be-
half of the King, during the continu-

arice of his Majefty’s prefeat indifpofi-
fion.” Gl P O ]
Dycémber 16—20, 1788,

&
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- In the firft of thefe Articles the King’s
authority is reprefented as being only 7z-
eerrupted for the prefent time. - This pofi-
tion of the fa& was grounded on the report
colleCted and publithed by the Parliament
themfelves, purporting that the King might
pofiibly recover: the meaning of the article
was that the King was not to be deemed
either to be dead, or to have refigned; but
that he continued to reign; and the Par-

liament called by him were not demifed.
Now, the Second Article immediately con-
tradi¢ts that idea, of the Throne being
filled, and introduces the notion of a Con-
vention Parliament; a2 notion which can-
not exift but in the cafe of the Throne
being wvacant. The right and duty of the
Parliament now afiembled, lawfully, fully,
and freely reprefenting all the Eftates of
the People, are held forth, in this fecond
Article; but neither the Parliament, nor
their Conftituents, nor the People, can
alledge any right, fo long as the Throne
is not vacant. In order to talk of the rights
of the People, a wacancy of the Throne

G . muft
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mu(t be effected ficft, or at:the. leaft, it
muft be firfk profefled or declared. . ‘uy.
P In 'th'c Third Article, fuch vacancy of the
Throne is pofitively contradicted : fofar
from its beihg declared, it'1s on the contrary
pqﬁtivély averred that: the Throne jis, nof
vacant, and that the authority of. the King
ftill continues: the profeffed defign jof the
Article is pofitively to maintain.this autho-

. The delign of this Third Article is more-
over to provide the means of giving the roya/
affent in Parliament to fuch Bills as may be
framed. But fince a pofiibility of giving
the royal affent exifts, it follows that the
King is reprefented, and. the exercife of his
authority is not_interrupted: the conclu- -
fion of this Third Article therefore contra-
dicts the Firft Article, in which it is -af
firmed that the exercife of the royal autho-
rity is_interrupted : fo long as there exift
perfons who can lawfully give the royal
affent, the, exercife. of the royal authority
cannot.be faid to be interrupted.

It
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It has been “above obferved that the:p'rér-
fent Parliament aflembled at Weltmintter,
being confidered as a Long Parliament; ‘are
different from the Long Parliament in the
reign of Charles I. in-that the prefent Par-
liament pofitively profefs to a@ in the name
of the King, and on bis bebalf. The fol-
lowing peculiarities may be obferved of
the fame prefent Parliament, confidered as
a Convention Parliament; *namely, that the
prefent Parliament are not'a very violent
Convention Parliament ; for, inftead of de-
claring the reigning King to have forfeited
his rights, and thofe of "his family, to per-
petuity, they take care even ‘to fave his
private property ‘for him. They are fo

-

~ far from declaring that the Throne is va-

cant—they canfo little do without 2 King,
that, rather than want one, they are about

to make afictitious one among themf{elves.
As another peculiarity in the proceed-
ings of the prefent Parliament aflembled
at ' Wefbminfter, it may be mentioned,
that they profefs the defign of maintain-
ing ‘entire the Conftitutional autlrity of the
: G2 King
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King (See the Third Article of the Decla--
rations above-queted); and: yet, theyare
preparing to parcel out that authority, and
to fever the whole royal ‘houfhold from
the main trunk of it. -1 7o et Loaps

Again, the prefent Parliament corplain,
in the firft Article, that the royal authority
is interrupted : and what do they do for
remedying this inconvenience? they in-
creafe ‘this interruption flill farther; they
are now taking meafures for nterrupting
or fufpending thofe important branches of
the royal authority, the power of creating
Peers, and the power of “granting rewards
and places: by means of the exercife of
thefe two powers,; ‘the Crown is enabled
to obtain confiderable affiftance : the Par-
liament are about to zmterrupt thefe twao
powers, for an unlimited time : inflead of
helping the royal authority to go on, they
eramp it flilk worfe; inftead of -remedying
the ftoppage of the royal powers, they fi
the interruption of them. P

As a continuation of this account of the
fingular proceedings of the Parliament, we
2 may
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mdy repeat the obfervation above made;

which is, that fince they claim fo full a
power as that of giving the royal affent.to
Bills framed by themfelves, they have ne
bufinefs for a Regent : they poffefs more
power than a Regent can pofiibly have:

for, it is to be obferved, the prefent Parlia-

ment do not form f{uch a Commiffion as is
fometimes formed, of Perfons who are to
give, or declare, the royal afient, in the
manner they are direéted, to Bills, the con-
tents of which it is immaterial for them to
know. But here, the Parliament frame the
very Bill to which they afterwards give
the royal affent : ‘they both make, and give,
this aflent : before giving this aflent, they
firft make it themfelves. They frame the
Bill in' that very form, ahd tenor and ex~
preflions, which fuit their intentions ; and
then, they-fay Yes toit. A power of that
fort, after being once fairly entered upon,
is not' to be loft afterwards; for, after
being exerted once, there is no reafon why
it-fhould not be exerted a fecond and third
time. I:

: 3 On
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~ On the other hand, a power of this kind
is fo very great, that both the Conftitution,
and the Law, require it fhould be fplitand
divided. A power of this kind, the power -
of framing Bills of every kind, and after-
wards affenting to them, in-fa& contains,
in a kind of epitome, the whole mafs of
thofe  different powers which feverally
operate as difqualifications from fitting in
Parliament, as above obferved: the confe-
quence is,_thereforc, that if the prefent
Members now aflembled at Weftminfler,
pofitively mean to accept and exercife the
above-mentioned power, they muft re-
move from St. Stephen’s ' Chapel, and
fettle themfelves in fome other part of the
fabric, in order there to perform their
office of Lords Juftices of the Kingdom,
after the mannér of the feven Lords Juf=
tices of King William, '

‘To which add, that the Members giving
up their feats in St. Stephen’s Chapel, will
perhaps 'be no reafon for making their
royal. Commiffion and yzzﬁ‘iccjbzp to pafs
unoppofed.  The generality of the People

a¥ 3 will
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will perhaps obferve that the circumftance
of the King having appointed the prcfént
Parliament to meet him on the 2oth’ of
laft November; cannot poflibly be men=
tioned as a fufficient ground for affaming
{o extraordinary a Commiffion, without li-
mitation of time: yet, the mere accept-
ing, or avowed intent to accept, a Com-
miffion, vacates the feat; whatever the
event, or {uccefs, or profits, mayafterwards
turn-out to be: fo that it may happen
that the prefent Members, after vacating
their feats for the fake of the Commifiion,

will not perhaps be able to make the Com-
miflion good at laft. -

The real prefent fiate and political fituation
of the Parlament now affembled at Wefi-
minfler. s

THEIR real fituation is as follows:
the factds, that they cannot tgc difplaced or
diffolved : they have it perfectly in their
power to fay that they will not be either

gy " diffolved,



( 48 )

diffolved, of governed, by any perfon ex-
cept George the Third : they may oppofe
and prevent any Government from being
formed : fo long as they keep upon that
ground, they are fafe :—but, when they
proceed farther, and, inftead of barely op-
pofing the forming of a Gevernment, they
proceed to form one, with themfelves,
claiming powers and Commiffions from
the King for that purpofe, even a power to
give the royal affent, they fall within the
reach, or {phere of action, of the Aéts paffed
fince the reign of Queen Anne, relative to
the difqualification of Members; they give
up their prefent advantage of not being to
be diffolved; they, in thort, difmifs them-
felves, and diflolve their ndiffolubility.

What is the confequence to be derived from
 the preceding pages?

THE confequence to be derived from
the whole of the preceding obfervations, is,
that the Members now aflembled at Weit-
‘minfter cannot avail themfelves of the pre-

fent
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fent national emergency for gratifying their
own private ambition with any probabxlxty
of fuccefs : their endeavours that way can

~wonly.in the end terminate in leavmg the
Nation without a Parliament at thc _pre=

{ent difficult juncture, and throwmg thlngs
into confufion. -

What. does. the public good require in the
' prefent . circumftances ?

\ b HE public good.sequires that the Na-
_tional bufinefs ﬂiould be enabled to go'on j

and for that purpofe it 1s neceffary that a
Government fhould be fettled.

The ftate' of the National cafe is as fol-
lows: The King is abfent: at the fyme
time he is abfent in {fuch a manner that he
eannot poflibly give any directions: he is
out-of the way; he is pofitively miffing.
To which is to beadded, that his abfence

.-wag' totally unforefeen by him: it is the
peculiar, misfortune of his fituation that
hﬁ'eguld not: poffibly make.any previous
AP 10 ooy 1B .. provifions
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provifions for the cafe of his abfence 5_—:»3’ )
Kings always ufe to do, when preparing
to abfent themfelves for any confiderable
time from the feat of their government,
The King has left no directions whatever
concerning what is to be done in his ab-
fence, nor in any fhape appointed or coms
miffioned any perfons who can reprefent
him, at leaft for fome fhort time, in the
beginning. His ablence is more complete
than that of King Richard; for, King
Richard had forefeen his abfence, in the
firft inflance, and at firft provided for it, by -
leaving two Yufticiaries ‘of the Kingdom,
to whom he continued to fend {ome fort
of dire@ions from the Holy Land: thefe
two Jufticiaries continued to reprefent him
for fome time after it was known that the
King was muffing ; till they were interrupted
in the manner that will be mentioned in
the fequel. But the King has left no fuch
beginning of provifions, however imperfeé,
for the cafe of his abfence his Minifters
do not offer to produce any kind wlga-teveé
of provifions made by him, nor name a day.

' when
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when he is to be expeded to appear again :
all' that can be faid of him, is, that he is
not dead. Since he is not dead, a Succef-
for to him ought not to' be acknowledged
as yet : but the national good, in the mean
time; muft be provided for : things cannot
fafely remain at a ftand for any length of
time: a Reprefentative to the King ought
therefore to be agreed upon, for difcharging
the‘l’iin’g-’s office ; though in the King’s
pame, fince he is not dead, |

It ought to be obferved that a certain
particular qualification is effentially requi-
{ité, in the prefent circumftance, for con=-
ftituting a proper Reptefentative of the
King, | '

What guquﬁblzzi'an is effentially requifite jfor
 conftituting a proper Reprefentative of the
Kiﬂg .? ol

T'EE effential qualification is, that he
muft*be able to procure the ratification of
the ‘next Succeflor to the Crown, or the

et H 2 pext
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next Ring, for every thing that is meant to
be franfated in future. ‘This circumftance
(hews that the Prince of Wales is the only
" Peffon who can be agreed upon, ‘at the
prefent junCture, asa proper Perfon for dif=
charging the royal office ; for he is certainly
the only Man who can infure ‘the ratifi-
cation of the next King, and next Succefior
to the Crown. Vg

This importance, at all events, of fe-
curing the ratification of the next Succefior
to the Crown, and binding him to abide by,
4ind for ever obferve, ‘eyery tranfaétion of
the Government, is the'fecret reafon why
this next Succefior is alvyays' reforted to,
if capable, as the moft proper Perfon to fill
the office of a Regent, in the cafe of an
infant King: notwithftanding the moft
weighty objections at firfk fight feem to
offer dgainft“trufling the very precarliou;s
life of a ‘ch’ild, iaerhaps 'on]y'.onq or two
years oldy-and trufting it without reftric-
tiong, in_the hands of the very Perfon who

is to derive the whole tempting advan-

tage that is to arile from the difappearance
b of
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of the infant. The importance of fecuring
the ratification of the next apparent Suc
ceflor.canfes {uch objeGions or confidera~
tions to be over-ruled ; even though there
is: no . pofitive certainty of this apparent
Succeflor coming afterwards to the Crown;
for,: the infant King may both live, and
have progeny. '

But the fituation of the Prince of Wales
1s.remarkable. In the courfe of nature, it
18.to be fuppofed he will outlive his royal
Father: no poffible Heirs..or Perfons can,
according to the Law of the Country, in-
tervene between him and the Crown, or
~ between him and the King, George the
Third, |

Nay more, the perfonal importance of
the Heir apparent is greatly increafed by
the peculiar nature of the prefent emer-
gency : for, who knows but the Heir ap-
parent. is perhaps even already George tbe
Fourth 2 If his royal Father happens never
io be able again to govern, who knows but
the Prince’s Lawyers will advife him to rec-
onthe beginning of his reign from the2oth
%\9_ the beg 8! : g R
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day of laft November, the day on which |
the inability of his royal F ather to go on
with his royal office was avowed to the
Nation? King Charles 1I. did not reckon
the beginning of his reign from the year
1660, the year of his Reftoration, but from
theyear 1648 : the year of his Reftoration is
called the 12th year of his reign, both inall
Hiftories, and in A&@s of Parliament. The
Prince’s Lawyers will perhaps- fay, that,
fince the King never recoyered; the Prince’s
Kingfhip, till the day of his Father’s natural
death, was only kept in fufpence ; that his
reign in reality commenced on that day
when his royal Father difappeared to the
Nation and to Mankind ; in the fame man-
ner as if a King had been mifling through
accidents at fe2, his next Heir would date
the commencement of his reign from the
day on whieh the King was feen for the laft
time by the-laft Mortal who can give an
account ‘of him. '

The above confiderations thew, that the
Prince-of Wales cannot be left out of any
{yfteme-that may be 'adopted for gov’ernixﬁg

the
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the Nation in the prefent circumftances s
his co-operation is indifpenfable for the
certainty both of foreign and domeftic_
tranfations : without him no A&s of Par-
liament ‘are to be relied upon : nay, with-
out him, the very expenditure of the pub-
lic ‘money may fail of its intended effi-
cieney s for, who knows but thofe who
may have accepted it, may be made in
time to refund it, as having “received it
frem hands that had no bufinefs with the
difpenfing of it ?

Is it proper the Prince of Wales ﬂwalfi lm'uf
Affociates. in_ bis office of reprefenting bis
royal. Father, and exercifing -the royal
autbority 2,

THE nature of that office or bufinefs the
Prince of Wales may be called upon -to
undergalﬁé, will decide the queftion.

What is the nature of that office or bufi-
nefs? It may be defined in two WOI‘dS:;

e it
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it is, t0 produce  [firength. and _fiability by
producing - union. ‘ 23 iige ™ &

Now, if a certain number of Aflociates
are joined to the Regent, under the name
of a Council of Regency, this Council will
be liable to difagree among themfelves :
therefore, how will they fecure a pfofpc& of
bringing national matters to 2 final union ?
. . To which add, that the mode of govern=
ing adopted in this Country renders union
at the Head more neceffary than.in other
States. The diffenfions in Parliament are
fometimes fuch that the whole undivided
efficiency of the~Crown is. but barely
equal. to the talk of Comp_oﬁng them : but
what may’ the "confequence. be expetted
to be, if the Head of the Government
becomes the original feat of thofe difte-
rences and heats, it is pofitively its office to
over-rule and compofe.. .Should a Council
of Regency be formed, éxperiént:c will
thew they cannot poffibly govern by the
prefent mode of a Parliament. A Re-

gent has no occafion for any other Council
| thar
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than the Privy Council, as that Council 15
modelled.

Should the governing powers of a Regent be
made lefs than thofe of the reigning King 2

- N O; if the reigning King has,« by the
Conftitution of the Country, but juft
power enough to go through the fuccefsful
difcharge of his office. ' For inftance, to
depriire a Regent, or Reprefentative of the
King, of 'the power of beftowing rewards
in an extenfive degree, would be hindering
him from performing that very funéion he
is expelted to perform. If a King, or his
Reprefentative, pofiefled a power of {ending
Mutes, with ftrings, to unruly Great Men,
and by that means to put a {peedy end to
differences and oppofitions, in the manner
practifed by the Turkifh Sultan, and other
Eaftern Monarchs, the power of beftowing
- rewards might perhaps be in great meafure
difpenfed with: but as this effe¢tual mode
of-gevcrning, the bow-/tring, 1s not adoptcjd

. 1 1D



(#7
in this Country, the fofter methods of
rewards, of -allurements to ambition, to
vanity, to avidity of every kind, bc.c?m,c
neceflary. Should a Regent, or ‘Klings
Reprefentative, bz very materially reftrained
in his power of exerting the above-men-
tioned methods, he could not go on with
his intended tafk : he would, for inftance,
find a great difficulty, in . the_beginning,
to govern with a Parliament ; and foon
afterwards, he would find the bufinefs ab-

{olutely impracticable.

Should the powers of the King be divided, and
allotted to different diftinét perfons ¢

THIS method would be liable to {till
worfe inconveniences than the mode men-
tioned above, of a Counci/ of Regency. By
the mode of fuch a Council, fome outward
appearance of unity in the head of Govern-
~ment, is preferved : though this appear-
ance would, in the event, prove to be but
fallacious. But, to allot the powers of the

Crown
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Crown to diftin& feparate perfons, is at
ence pointing out that want of unity in the

Government, which ought to be hid, that

is to fay, to be hid as long as poflible. To
attempt to govern by means of fuch diftin&
Powers, together with a fitting Parliament,
would only be adding confufion' to con-

fufion: the bufinefs could not go on for
- above ten or twelve days.

The events that took place ‘in the ab-
fence of King Richard may be mentioned
in this place. ~Before fetting out for the
Holy Land, the King had appointed two
Commiffioners, .or fufliciaries of the King-
dom : the name of the one was Longchamp,
and the other was the Bithop of Durham.
As foon as the King began to be miffing,
thiefe two diftin& Powers began to quar-
rel, and at laft fought. . Longchamp fue-
ceeded in'locking up the Bifhop in the
Tower. - Letters were produced, as if co-
ming f»rc;ijh the King, ordering the Bithop
to be ‘releafed : but Longchamp anfwered
that he knew the King’s intentions too
well to mind {uch letters. The Bithop’s
) -' I2 friends

_ 4
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" friends took to other methods; yvhich Ne
duced hongchamp to fupply himfelf with
~ a numerous armed guard. At length, the
Nobles affembled in a powerful body at
Reading ; when Longchamp was obliged
to thelter himfelf and alfo take his abode
in the Tower ; whence he efcaped beyond
fea, If the cafe of King Richard’s abfence
does not fupply a precedent  concerning
what is to be done- in the prefent national
+ emergency, the whole ‘cafe at leaft hints
what ought to be guoided, namely, the
dividing of the governing authority,” in
whatever fhape fuch divifion may be at«
tempted to be effected,

How 15 the care or cuflody of the King, in bis
prefent fituation, to be fettled?

I'T is very difficult to give a certain de-
cifion of ‘the queftion, from thofe principles
upon” which the prefent national bufinefs
has"be¢h taken up from the beginning.
 The queftion is ‘the moft important to

be decided at the prefent jun&ure, and at
| I ' "~ the
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the fame time the moft difficult. The
whole bufinefs, all together, is difficult.
The King’s abfence or difappearance was
quite unforefeen, as has been above ob-

{erved. No previous provifion whatever
was made for thecafe. The King has dif-

appeared much in the fame manner as Pg-

Minurus, MBoeas’s Pilot, was flung from the
helm, being lulled afleep by the artifice of
an adverfe God in the fhape of Pbordas;
and, in his fall into the fea, carried the
rudder along with him, as he afterwards
related to Aneas, in the fhades.

Namgue gubernaculum, multa vi forte revulfum,
Cui datus berebam cufios, curfufque regebam,
Preacipitans traxi mecum.  ENeID. L, v, & vi,

There are other circumftances of diffi-
culty.” The King’s fituation is of a very
peculiar nature. It has been before: men-
tioned that his fituation is different from °
a cafe of infancy: the hour is pofitively
named and known when fuch cafe of
- infancy is to be ended; and the infant
K.;ngs abilities increafe and become mor;

an
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and more evident every day.” But here, ne
future term can be named as the period to
the King’s fituation. ' Befides, a time may
arrive when Mankind fhall pofitively. be
in doubt in regard to his real cafe or flate.
Who fhall proclaim that the King is really
returned from his abfence or captivity ?
that he is the fame King who formerly go-
verned > Who thall decide that he: is truly
George the Third # that he 'is the real
Don Sebaftian? It will perhaps” be necef-
fary at fome future time to have the quef-
tion decided; and when it is decided, it
nuift be with certainty,

Before fuch certain deeifion takea place—
that decifion which nobody fhall objeé to,
rumours will circulate: the fituation of
the then Governors, whoever they may be,
and however conjoined they may be, will
perhaps proveditticnlt. The gbfent King,
inftead of being a prifoner in' diftant un-
known bhands, or in an enemy’s caftle, like
King Richard in the caftle of the Auftrian
Duke, will perhaps turn out to' be an in=

ﬁrument in the hands, or a pnfoncr in the
caftlé
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caftle, of a faction at home: there 1$ no
forefecing or foretelling what in time may
happen.  The reports about his fituation
may perhaps be ufed like the ghofts of
the three Don Sebaftians, or of the falfe
Demetriuses in Ruffia, or of Perkin War-
beck,—keeping the then Government in a

- conftant ftate of doubt and ‘alarm. ‘This

will prove a ferious divifion of the executive
authority, when fuch”a'Claimant to that

authority thall be, not come or returned,
for, then the difficulty will likely be ended,

- but that he is the next day or the day after

to make his appearance. This mode of
weakening and alarming a Government, by
means of a Competitor kept in a ftate of
readine{s for the purpofe, is the method
commonly ufed by the Turks for fecuring
the fubjection of certain diftant Provinces
or Principalities. The other Eaftern Mo-
narchs;and the Mogul Emperors, have cone

ftantlypractifed the fame expedient. And

the’Egropean Nations in India have learned
this kind of ftate craft: their power has
been both commenced and fecured, in the

Carnatic by means of Mohammed Ali and

Chundo

.
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Clusida-fabeb, and in Bengal, by means of
Mir faffer and Mir Coffim, &c. |

Who fhall give a notification of thes
King’s return: for, fome fort of au;hentic
notification will probably be requifite ?
Phyficians, it feems, are to be the perfons.
They have already been applied to with
conftancy and anxiety: they have given
Reports upon cath: exprels provilions are
moreover about to be made for the obtain-
ing farther future Reports fram them, alfo
upon their oaths.

The Gentlemen of thé'Facu]ty are, it
feems, to grant the King his certificate : by
means of fuch certificate, attefted upon their
oaths, the King is to be admitted to be
King again—to have his Fus poftlimni -
granted him, like 2 Rowman Citizen who
after having been taken in war by enemies,
was reftored to his former rights, upon
‘his proving that he was the fame perfon ;
thereby obtaining'to have it admitted, or
taken for granted, that he had never been
abfent. “Quia bi qui ab boftibus capti funt, fi
re'verﬁ Juerint omnia priftina jura recipiunt 3
nam poftliminium JSingit eum qui captus eff
o : ' /4
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i civitate Semper * fuiffe. - Inftit, L‘t i
Fit, agvl

¢ The weighty national concern is, in
fhort; to be decided by e vaths of Medical
‘Gentlemen : the government of the Nation
has already moved from 8t. James’s to
Weftminfter: there is a profpect of its
being again removed farther, and finally
fettling in the College of Phyficians in
Warwick-Lane. . Thoughts-have already
been had; it is faid, to defire the {eparate
‘Kingdom of Ireland to jein, and alfo fend
Phyficians from that Country.

The providing for ‘the future care and
guardianthip of the King’s perfon is cer=
“tainly a meafure of great importance, and
moreover of great nicety.

The whole bufinefs of providing for the
prefent national emergency, and appointing
a proper Perfon to difcharge the office of
‘Regent, is, 21l together, a bufine(s of con-
fiderable difficulty.

Poflibly, the right principles from which
the bufinefs m:ght be fettled, have not
been fallen upon: owing to this, the affaic
becomes a perfect riddle.

: K The
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The Conclufion. y

THE whole of the obfervations con-
tained in the preceding pages, relative to
the meafure of forming a Regent, has been
introduced merely by way of diftant gene-
ral hints, only fit to be attended to, in cafe
the forming of a Regent becomes, at any
future time, to be thought an eligible mea-
fure. The fa& is, that, at this prefent
time, there is no occafion for a Regent—-
on bufinefs for a Regent. The Parlia-
ment now aflembled at Weftminfier poflefs
powers fully {ufficient, more than {ufficient,
for the governing of the Nation. They
are not the Regent themfelves; becaufe
they poflefs more power than a Regent, if
formed, could poflibly alledge. A Regent
could only plead a fuppofed Commiffion
from the King: but the Parliament now
affembled- at Weftminfter, alledge a direct
Commifiion from the King, and a_jpecial
Commiffion too; for they alledge a Com-
miffion to reprefent his Perfon, and give his
royal affent. A Commiffion of this nature
fets afide the office of a Regent, {uppofing
Sl = there
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there exifted one: a Regent, as foon as

fuch Commiflion is produced, becomes an
ufelefs Officer.

The Parliament having a fpecial Com-
miffion from the King, to reprefent “his
perfon, ating in bis name and on bis bebalf,
are {uperior in point of dignity to a Regent.
They are morcover greatly fuperior in point
of power, that is to fay, of efficient power,
to what a Regent could poffibly pofiefs ¢
for they have more power, greatly mare,
than the King himfelf would enjoy, if he
was altually govérning in his own perfon.
If the King was perfonally governing, he
would not be allowed. to frame Bills. The
King would only be allowed to declare his
opinion about Bills prefented to him, with-
~out the power of framing them: and the
Parliament would only be allowed to frame
Bills, withoutthe power afterwards of a/fenz-
ing to them. This ufualdivificn of the fu-
preme legiflative authority certainly weakens
thedame, and renders the operations of Go-
vernment dilatory; they even become, at
pacticular times, fluggith. But here, thisin-
comvenignce is removed. - The prefent Par-

' K2 "liament



liament, as it appears, unite in themfelves
the power of frammg Bills in what mannﬁ
“they pleafe, and upon what matters they
pleafe, together with the power of qf enting
to thofe Bills. which way they choofe.
Thofe perfons who have cxpreﬁed withes for
an ¢fficient Government, or efficient powers
to be eftablithed, at the prefent juncture,
ought to be perfectly fatisfied with the pre<
fent courfe of meafures, If Parliament with
for an ¢fficient power to be' compofed, they
need not look elfewhere than among them=
felves. ~The. Parliament now affembled at
Weftminfter, being invefted with the Com-
miffiost which they are holding forth, have
all they want within themfelves : they can
think of no perfons better than themfelves.
They can think of no perfons better thag
themfelves, that is to fay, they are under
‘no difficulty except that exprefled before,
in the pages 33—35, “namely, the diffi«
culty how to confult their Conftituents,
and alfo under the difficulty expreﬂ'cd in

pages 46 and 47.
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