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PROCEEDINGS

P U B L I C  M E E T I N G S
HK1J> AT

Portadown, Armagh, Caledon, Middletown, 

Monaghan. Belturbet, Clones, Moy, 

and Benburb,

To Protest against the Proposal o f the Board o f  W orks to Close the 
Ulster Canal ; to take steps fo r  inducing the Government to put the 
Waterway in proper order. and thereafter either to keep it in order, or 
hand it over to a Carrying Company which would be hound to do no.

| 1oriabofon :

P R IN T E D  B Y  S. F A R R E L L ,
AT T H E  “  PO R T A U O W N  A N D  LU KUAN N K W S ” M ACH IN E 

P R IN T IN G  WORKS,  TH O M A S  S T R E E T .





T H E  A C T I O N  OF T H E  B O A R D  OF W O R K S

T he following C ircular was issued by the Board of W orks, 
forwarded to the several Public  Bodies mentioned therein : —

S i r ,—I  am directed by the  Commissioners of Public Works to call the 
a t ten tion  of the public to the contents of an advert isement published last 
week by their  authori ty,  and to s ta te  th a t  unless within a per io i  of three  
mouths the Board  receive a sat isfactory offer for the purchase of the Ulster  
Canal on the terms advertised, steps will a t  once be taken to sell the  works, 
houses, and lands in lots to the highest  bidder without  regard  to the ma in ­
tenance of the  canal. I am to add t h a t  in the  event of a project being 
fo rm e l  iu a serious and pract ical spir it  for  the acquisi tion of the  canal  by 
any combination of local authori t ies  whose joint action would require 
Par l i amentary  sanction, the  Board  would be prepared  to submit  to the 
judgment of the  Lords Commissioners of the Treasury  the propriety of 
furthering the necessary applicat ion for Par l iam en ta ry  approval.

The  Board have directed th a t  le t ters  s imilar  to the presént  one should 
be sent to the  several secretaries of the Grand Jur ies  of the counties a d ­
joining the canal or interested in it, viz.—Tyrone,  Armagh,  Monagh in, 
Fermanagh,  Cavan, Down, and Antr im, and to the Municipal authori t ies  of 
the following boroughs interested iu the  Navigation,  viz.—Belfast ,  D ungan ­
non, Lurgau,  Armagh, PorUdov/n,  Monaghan, Clones, B Iturbet.  Enniskillen,

Cavan, and Lisburn.
i  am, bir,

Your obedient servant,
E.  H ornsby , Secretary.

Advertisem ents of the  sale of the Canal, as mentioned above 
were also published in various Northern Newspapers.

The Belfast H arbour Commissioners, the Belfast Chamber of 
Commerce, and other Public Bodies passed strong Resolutions con­
demning the pioposed action of the Board of Works,
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O f f i c e  o f  P u b l i c  W o r k s ,

D u b l i n , 3rcl February, 188-Î.
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MEETING AT PORTADOWN.

On the 12th F eb ru a ry , a  very  influential m eeting was held in 
the  Town H all, Poitadow n, to consider the circular of the Board 
o f  W orks, and take such steps as m ight be deemed advisable in 
re g a rd  thereto. T h e  chair  was occupied by A r th u r  T hornton, 
Esq ., C hairm an of the  T ow n Commissioners, and there were also 
in  a ttendance— J  G V  Porte r, Lisbellaw ; Jam es Malcolm, J  P , 
D  L ., H ig h  Sheriff (Jo A rm ag h , and C ha irm an  L urgan  T ow n 
C o m m iss ion ers ;  Colonel W aring , J  P , D  L, W aringstow n H ouse; 
T h o m a s  Best, J  P  ; Averell Shillington, J  P; Joseph Acheson, J  P; 
W m . J  Paul, John  B A tkinson, T  D A tk inson , B ank  of I re land ; 
G eorge G reer, J  P ,  Woodville ; H en ry  Shillington, C E ;  John  
A cheson , T hom as Shillington (2) ; Jacob Sinion, Jam es Green, 
Joh n  L utton , E dend erry  ; W m. A dam s, jun . ; George B righ t, 
Jo h n  C arte r, Jo h n  Wilson, Jam es  K nox, Alfied Goodlate, W  R 
Rea, Secretary  L agan  Navigation C o m p a n y ;  Jam es Orr, J P ;  
R obert  MTvean, J  P, B enburb  ; H ugh  Wallace, T  C ; H enry  Tohall 
J  C Sm ith , C aledon; J O B  Phipson, J P ;  W m . B a ird , T  C ; 
Jacob O rr , Daniel Devlin. Coalisland ; W  A Robinson, J  P , Bel­
fas t  ; Rev Canon Coyne, Moy ; A  W  Sinclair, J  P , Newry; David 
G raham , Jam es M 'Fadden , H am ilton  Robb, W m  Hall, T C  ; Jo h n  
Richardson, T C ; 1) W Irw in . J  G  L ivingston, Jam es G reer, Rev 
J  E  Green, Rev J  O P a rk ,  George R A rm strong , Secretary  N ew ry 
N avigation  Com pany, and m any others.

I t  was proposed by W in A  Robinson, E sq , C hairm an of the 
L ag an  N avigation  Com pany ; seconded by Jam es  Orr, Esq, 
J  P ,  C ranagill ; and suppor.ed  by Jacob O rr, E sq , C ranagill, and 
R obert M K ean , E sq , J  P , M oy—

I .— “ T h a t  this  meeting  views with much reg re t  the proposal  of the  Com­
missioners of  Public W orks  4 to s* 11 the  Works ,  Houses and  Land* con­
nected with the  Uls te r  Canal ,  in lots, to the  hi<ihe*t bidder, withou t  
regard  to the  m a in tenance  of  the  C ana l  and we desire to place on record 
our  s trong  conviction t h a t  this Canal ,  which has cost the  Country

000.000, should not  be al lowed to lapse in consequence of th e re  being 
n#w a cer ta in  expendi tu re  requ i red  to m a k e  it avai lable  for ' i iaf t ic .”



It  was profost J  by W m Jo h n  Paul, Esq, Po itadow n, aad

seconded by \Vm Baird, Esq, Lurgan
I I . _ “ T h a t  this meeting is s trongly of opinion th a t  on public ground* 

the Government should provide the means necessary to pu t  the  Ulster  
Canal  in proper working order, and af te rwards  lease the  Canal  for a term 
of years to a company,  which should he bound to levy modera te  tolls for 
the  carr iage of merchandise, and also to pay a fair  proportion of the profil ,  

by way of interest  on the  Government outlay."

It was proposed by Jam es Malcolm, E sq , 1) L, J  P , Chariumn 
of the L urgan  Town Com m issioner, and seconded by A W

Sinclair, E sq , .1 P, Newry—
I [ [#__*« T h a t  the Ulster Canal , when made available for traffic, should

be handed over by the Government to a  carrying company,  which could be 
•a«ily promoted for tha t  purpose, or to au exist ing company,  which could 
b® enlarged'so as to secure its ability to carry out  any engagement* which 

It might enter  into with the Government.”
I t  was proposed  by Jam es Orr, Esq, J  P , Cranagill, and

secon ded by Thomas Best, Esq, J  F, Poitadow n—
IV ._“ T h a t  this meeting appoint  the fo lk  wing gentlemen to act as a

committee,  with power to add to their  number, viz.— A r th u r  Thornton,  
Chai rman P i r t a d o w n  Town Commiss ioners ;  Thos* Shillington, J P ,  
primus ; J  G V Porter ,  D L ; Colonel Waring,  D L ; J am es  Malcolm, D L ; 
C B Phipsou J  P ; A W  Sinclair, J  P ; W J  Paul,  Thos. Shilliugton, 
sêcundus ; Robert  M‘Kean,  J  P  ; Jacob Orr,  Joseph Acheson, J  P  ; Thomas 
Beit. J  P ; Wm R Rea, W A  Robinson, Chai rman Lagan  Navigation Board, 
Belfast ; James  Orr ,  J  P , A R  Goodlate, Win Baird, Thomas Sinton, J  P ; 
H D M‘Mas!er, .J P ; John  S tevenson , ;  P ; H enry  Shill iugton,  C E,  Esqrs  ;
a n d  the C h a i r m a n  of the Newry Navigation Company. T h a t  they a r r a n g e  

for a deputat ion or deputat ions to wait upon the Commissioners of Publie 
Works, the Chief Secretary for Ireland,  and the  J  ords of the  Treasury .  
Members of Par l i ament interes ted be requested to form p a r t  of the  d epu ta ­
tion, together with representat ives from tLe various Towns and Public 
Bodies conctrned,  and five to form a Qoorum.

Proposed by Win A  Robinson, Esq, Chairman of the Lagan 
N avigation  Company, Belfast, and seconded by Jacob Orr, Esq, 

Cranagill —
V .—“ T h a t  this meeting sympathise with J  G V Porter ,  Esq,  D L, J  P, 

iu the great  exert ion he has made to have the Ballinainore Canal  and the 
CauM-1 System of the North of Ire land p i t  into a proper s ta te  of repair,  
and if thought desirable undei one Board of Management .”



J  G V Porter, F sq , I) L, J  P. Colonel W aring , D L, J  P, and 
others addressed the meeting a t  some length in support of ali the 
foregoing Resolutions.

T he  Committee met subsequently, and the  following resolution 
was adopted :—

“ T h a t  th e  Chief  S ecre ta ry  for  I re land  be reques ted  to  receive n Députa-  
tion on th e  m a t t e r  upon an ea r ly  d a y : and th e  fol lowing be r  ques ted to 
join in it ,  viz.:—T h e  Mayor of Belfast .  The  C ha i rm an  of the  Town Com* 
miBsioners of Lisburn,  L u rg an ,  Portadown,  A rm ag h ,  N e v r y  Monaghan,  
Clones, Enniski l len,  Cavan,  Be l tu rbe t ,  C a n  i t .k-on-Shannou,  Gilford, 
Tandragee ,  D u ngannon ,  W a r r e n  point,  and  Aughuacloy,  and  th a t  the 
following gent lemen rep resen t  the  Towns  here inaf te r  mentioned,  vit. 
M oira ,  J  L  Douie,  Esq ; Coal island ,  J o h n  Stevenson,  Esq,  J  P  ; Will iam 
Wilson, Esq,  J  P  ; M r  Danie l  Devlin ; Caledon,  Mr Hmith and Mr Kave.  

and  K  J  Alexander,  Esq  ; Middletown, Mr J o h n  B a rk e r  ; Glasslough, M r  
Cargill  M r  M 'Call en  ; Emyvale,  Mr T  Clow, Mr N T  Butler ,  M r  Rober t  
A rm s t ro n g  ; Belleek,  M r  R  A us t in  ; Ball imimore.

T h e  C ha i rm an  of B e l fa s t  H a rb o u r  Commissioners,  Bel fas t  ; Cha i rm an  of 
Cham ber  of Commerce,  B e l f a s t ;  Members  of P a r l i a m e n t  for Antrim, 
Down, Armagh,  Monaghan,  Tyrone,  Fe rm anagh ,  Cav*n, Leit r im , and 
Roscommon, Boroughs  Belfast ,  Lisburn ,  A rm agh ,  Newry,  Dungannon ,  and 
Ennisk i l len  ; and

I f  the  M ayor  of Be l fas t  and  Chai rmen  of above Municipal Authori t ies  
and  Fublic Boards  cannot  a t tend  themselves,  to be requested to appoint  
a member  of the i r  respective Boards  to represen t  them.”



On Tuesday Evening, 27th February , a  larg ley-attended meet­

ing was held in the Market-House. Armagh, “  to  consider the pro­
posal of the Board of W orks to close up the Ulster Canal, and to 
protest against the enormous destruction of property th a t  must 

t hereby ensue.” T he chair was taken by R G M-Cruni, Esq., . •
and there were also present, amongst o t h e r s - M r  J ;
Mr Jacob Orr, Mr James Best. Mr Jolm S. Riggs. i  i ««• -
Mr James M-Mahon, T  C ; Mr Jo hn  Hughes. T C ; Mr Robert 
Gillespie, T C ; Mr John  Gamble, P L  G  ; Mr Wm. Naye, P  L  G  ; 
Mr S Davison, Mr John M ‘Clelland, T C ; Mr James A  Allen. Mr 
Robert Ferris, T C  ; Dr Riggs. Mr H  Hillock. T O ;  Mr Jam es 
Hillock, Mr James Gardner, Mr James Wynne, 1' 0  ; &c., &c.

A deputation from the Central Committee was also in attendance. 

Mr R obert G ardner was appointed Hon. Secretary.
Mr J acob Orr  explained the circumstances under which the 

meeting a t  Portadown was held, and Mr G ardner  read the series

of resolutions passed at th a t  meeting.
Mr O rr. resuming, said he wished to  convey to the meeting the

strong feeling of those already connected with this movement against
the closing of the Canal. I t  had been under the control and
management of the Government since 1865, and was now about to
be dismantled on the grounds tha t  it was not self-supporting. But
it  would be found thoroughly self-supporting if pu t into proper
working order, with a sufficient depth of water for carrying on the
traffic. This could be accomplished by an expenditure, according to
the calculation of the Engineer to Board of Works, of about £10,000,
and vessels would be enabled to trade over it with cargoes of from
65 to 70 tons. The feeling of those who asked th a t  the Canal
should not be closed was. th a t  it would be a success if properly

• managed.
- Mr M ‘K e a n ,  J.P .i the course of a lengthened address, pointed 

out the wide interests which were affected by the propósition of the 
Board of Works, and said tha t  the inland waterways of the country 
were the only instruments by which they could successfully contend

MEETING AT ARMAGH.
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against railw ay monopoly. Although the maintenance of the Ulster 
Canal might be a losing game to Government, i t  would not be so in 
the hands of a  Carrying Company, if the Government restored it to 
the condition in which it  was when they got possession of it. T h a t  
was all they  wanted the  Government to  do. After referring to  the 

great benefits the Canal m ust secure to  farmers and traders, he 

added th a t  the  Government could not do better than spend the 

ii] 0,000 asked for in developing the industries of a loyal and 
intelligent community such as th a t  of this large district. (Applause.)

M r J o h n  S R ig g s , in moving the adoption of the resolutions 
passed at Portadow n said those resolutions, he was sure, em­
braced all the objects the meeting had  in view (hear. hear). One 
of the chief objects they aimed at was to  check th a t  huge mono­
poly, the G reat Northern Railway. Jf the Board of Works suc­
ceeded in effecting a sale of the Canal the Railway Company 
would, in all probability  become the purchasers, not for the p u r ­
pose of encouraging canal traffic, but with the object of permanen­
tly  closing the waterway. They should use every m eans' in their 
power to prevent such a contingency b o th  for their own good and 
for the sake of the general prosperity  of the country. (Applause.) 
If  the Railw ay Company obtained possession of the canal there 
would be no limit to  the freights they would -levy on traders, 
farmers and manufacturers. T hey  (the company) tr ied  to do so 
before, bu t  they failed considerably owing to  the a ttitude  taken by  

the people of A rm agh (hear, hear.) If  the canal were handed over 
to the proposed carry ing  company the traders could have their 
heavy goods brough t to them independent of the Railway C om pany  

altogether. (Applause.)
Mr F e r r is , T  C, seconded the resolutions which were passsed 

with acclamation.
Mr M cC l e l l a n d , T  C, proposed a resolution approv ing  of the 

meeting held in Portadow n, and naming a committee to act in 
conjunction with the Central Coinmitte. He referred to the mono­
poly which the Railway Com pany would obtain if the Ulster 

C a n a l—the  only check to  the monopoly— were done aw ay with, 
and said it was to the interest of every district lo oppose the pro-
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position of the Board of Works as powerfully as possible.
Mr S D avidson  seconded the resolution which was passed.
The following Resolutions were also unanimously adopted :—
"  T h a t  the Members of Pa r l i am en t  for the Borough and County  be r e ­

quested to give their  active s jp p c r t  to the movement, having for its object 
the preservation of the Ulster  Canal for public use.”

“ T h a t  the  Armagh Fre igh t  and Traffic Committee be reques ted to co­
operate with the Portadown Canal  Committee in all s teps deemed neces­
sary, to give effect to the foregoing resolut ions.”

Also, a vote of thanks to M nd the chair­

man of the evening.
The proceedings then termin
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MEETING AT CALEDON.

A Meeting of the Merchants, T raders and Farm ers  of this district 
was held in the M arket-House, Caledon, 011 Wednesday, 28th Feb.,
1883. M r Charles E d w a rd  W ilson took the chair, and  there were 
present, amongst others, Messrs. John  Charles Smith, proprietor 
Caledon Woollen Mills ; W. Naye, hotel proprietor and general 
m erchant; Joseph W right, Joseph M*Veagh, W. Wigglesworth, 
(W igglesworth & Co.) ; Charles Mercer, H . Lavery, J .  Lavery, &c.

M r R ea, Secretary to  the L agan  Navigation Company, who was 
in a ttendance as a  deputation from the Central Committee, having 
been called on, said th a t  after an expenditure of £294 ,000  and 
X- Î ,200 a year for maintenance this Canal is practically useless. The 
Lagan, the  Newry and the Coalisland Canals were doing a large 
trade, and the question was very natura lly  asked why the U lster 
Canal was not equally successful. I f  the  Canal is ot no use, then 
the proper course would be to  close it, b u t  it it can be of service to 
the country  110 time should be lost in m aking it available for traffic. 
The Royal Commissioners recently appointed, and which sat in 
Dublin, to  inquire into this C anal question, had before them 

witnesses from the  different towns along the Canal, and every one of 
these witnesses spoke in favour of having the Canal pu t right ; and 
showed th a t  if it  were pu t in order in would greatly  .benefit the 
country, and would be a  paying concern. Notwithstanding this 
evidence the Commission reported directly opposite— th a t  the Canal 
was of no use, th a t  the  N avigation was useless, and th a t  there was 

no re tu rn  for the money expended on it. Now as regards the 
expenditure, a sum of £ 2 2 .0 0 0  was expended previous to the year 
1873 011 what was supposed to  effect an improvement in the navi­
gation, b u t  the Engineer of the B oard  of W orks reported in the 

‘ very next year (1874) the C anal to  be in a  leaky state, and that 
three and th ree-quarter  millions of cubic feet of water was running 
out of it  in one week. T he  grea t defect in the  Canal was its 111- 
sufficent d raft of water, and the  w an t of a regular supply all the 
year round. The expenditure of £10 ,000  by the Government 

would not only give a five feet draft for lighters, but would also
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relieve the country of an annual expenditure oi X 1,200.
Mr N a t e  said he knew well tha t the feeling oi the d istric t was 

strongly opposed to the proposal of the Board oi Works. H ie  
Ulster Canal was the only means in a large portion of the country 
of keeping the Great N orthern  R a i l w a y  in check, and if it  were 

dismantled and  closed the railway people would charge exhorbitant 
prices as they had done some time previously. He had great 
pleasure in moving the adoption of the resolutions passed by the 
lirst meeting in Portadown, and promised, to cordially support the 

movement.

Mr J o h n  C S m i t h  said he knew tha t  the feeling of the people of 
this district was th a t  it would be a gross injustice towards the 
commercial and agricultural people of tha t pa rt  of the country to 
close the Canal. I t  was a means of transit for coals and general 
goods sueh as could be carried over it. with great economy and 
sufficient despatch, and it was highly desirable tha t not only should 
it be preserved but it  should be placed in the order in which it  was 
taken by the Government, and  then handed to the control of a 
carrying company who would understand how to work it, and who 
would work it for the benefit of the people. He concluded by 

seconding the resolutions.
Mr J oseph  W r ig h t  said he represented the farmers of the 

district, who had a large interest at stake in the maintenance of the 
Ulster Canal, and he desired to protest strongly against the pro­
posal to sell the Canal and thereby render it  valueless in the future.

Mr W igglesworth  said the people should call upon the various 
members of Parliament and their representatives at public boards 
to use their influence in frustrating the proposal of the Board of 
Works, which would be most damaging to the interests of the 
people. He moved a resolution (which was seconded and adopted) 
embodying his suggestion, and copies were directed to be forwarded 
to the members for the county and the grand juries of this and the 
adjoining counties.

A committee was then formed to co-operate with the Central 
Committe at Portadown, and after a  vote of thanks to the chairman 
had been adopted the proceedings concluded.
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A meeting of the inhabitants of Middleton [and the surrounding 
district was held on the 28th F eb ruary  in the  M arket House in th a t  
town. M r John  B arker was called to the  chair. A deputation 

from the Central Committee was in attendance.
A r t h u r  B ond, Esq, J  P . rose an d  said there ought to be a 

s trong  p ro tes t against the  closin g of the Ulster Canal. H is own 

opinion was th a t  if it were p.-operly worked and properly kept the 
Canal would be of incalculable benefit to the people of the country.

Mr Barker agreed with the previous speaker, and added th a t if 

the Canal was dismantled they might expect to hear of higher 
freights on the G rea t Northern Line. H e  balieved the proposition 
to be placed before the Government to restore the canal to  its ori­
ginal s ta te  of efficiency and then  placed in the hands of a carrying 
company was a  most advantageous one for all concerned and i*' 

should  have his cordial support.
Rev M r O ’L e a b y , P  P, rose and  moved the adoption of a series

of resolutions :
I . —“ Pro tes t ing  aga ins t  the  closing of the  Cana l  because a ce r ta in  ex­

pendi ture  was necessary in order  to make  it  available f >r traffic.
I I . —“ C.il ing upon the  G vernment  to p ’Jt th e  C ana l  in proper working 

order, and  a f te r  wads lease it  to a  company which could levy tolls for 
carrying, and  also pay  a fair  proport ion of the  profits by way of in te res t  on

the  Government o u t lay .”
I I I . — “ T h e  desirabi l i ty of placing the  Canal ,  in proper  working order, iu

the  hands  of a  ca r ry ing  company.” N
J V . — “ T h e  appo in tm en t  of a commit tee  to opera te  with  the  executive

com mit tee appoin ted  a t  P o r ta d o w n .”

H e  (Rev M r O’Leary) said he was in hearty  sym pathy with the 
movement which would, he had no doubt, result in beneficial 
measures for the country  people. As parish priest for th ir ty  years 
he could say th a t  the  closing of the  Canal would be of serious in­
jury  to the  commercial and  farm ing classes. Indeed the general 
community would suffer more or less if f i e  Board of W orks carried 
ou t their proposal. I f  the Government pu t  the Canal in  proper 
working order and followed out the  suggestions in the resolutions 

they  would bo conferring a lasting benefit on an industrious and

MEETING AT MIDDLETON



peaceful part of the population
Mr B o n d , J  P, seconded the resolution*.

Passed unanimously.
Rev Mr N u g e n t , P  P, proposed a resolution requesting the 

G rand  Juries and members of Parliament to co-operate with the

people in keeping the Canal opon.
M r P orter seconded the reso lu tion  which was adopted.

Other speakers followed and expressed themsolv. s strongly op­

posed to the proposition of the Board of Works.
The meeting shortly afterwards adjourned.
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A  public meeting was held in the Town Hal], Monaghan oil

W ednesday eveaing to  support the action of the meeting held in 
Portadown on the 12th F eb ruary  with' reference to  the proposition 
to  close the  Ulster Canal. Present Messrs Joh n  B R o ss  C h a ir ­
m an of the Town Commissioners, presiding ; E  F  Donnelly, T  C ; 
Jo hn  T reanor, T C ; F  M “Cleary, T C ; A rthur B .ennan, T  C ;  
P  R afferty  ; P  Gormley, T  C ; Hugh Martin, T  C ; Mr M ‘Xally, 
T  C. Messrs W  Condell, W  Henry, G  Blackburne, T Keown and 
others.

The Chairm an having explained the object of the meeting, and 
described the proceedings a t  Portadown, railed upon the  deputation 
from the C entral Committee to sta te  their  views.

Mr J a c o b  O r r  then read  the resolutions passed a t  the initiatory 
meeting in Portadown, and  proceeded to explain w ha t the people 
wanted, if they  might judge from the  very  unmistakeable expres­
sions of opinion th a t  had a lready gone forth . I t  was desired to 
see the canal floating lighters of from 65 to  70 tons burthen, and 
not those of 35 or 40 tons, the  limit of its navigable capacity  at 
present. In  fac t  he believed with even th a t  tonnage lighters could 
no t approach Monaghan of late years. The present movement was 
originated simply for the benefit of the people along the banks of 

the Canal, and  if the Governm ent advanced £10,000 to pu t the 
waterway in order they  would be saving the country £800  a year.

M r R a f f e r t y  said i t  gave him much pleasure to move the ad o p ­
tion of the  resolutions read by  Mr Orr. T w enty  years ago he 

remembered the canal was doing a good business and  giving plenty  
of employment to a  number of men and horses. I t  was then  in 
the hands of the Dundalk Steam packet Company who were suc­
ceeded by Mr D argan in working the Canal. T he  railw ay was 
not then opened, and he believed th a t  a  company such as th a t  

suggested in the resolutions— a company formed of men along the 
banks of the canal, would be very successful. W hether the Canal 
was in working order, was not for him to s a y —he knew nothing of 

nav iga tion—but i t  did not seem unreasonable to ask Government

MEETING AT MONAGHAN.



to p u t  it in the same state of repair as th a t  in which they had 
received it. H e hoped th a t  in  the prosperous P rov ince  of U lster a

canal would not be closed up. (Hear, hear.)
Mr C o n d e l l  rose to second the adoption of the resolutions. He 

concurred with what had been said by the last speaker. He would 
be sorry to condemn the railway systems of Ireland, but he was 
prepared to say there was a great deal of merchandise earned to 
Monaghan by the railway vhich he believed might be broug it 
cheaper by the Canal if it was in the hands of a carrying company. 
Timber, he thought, should be conveyed by the canal to Monaghan. 
The railway waqgons were only about fifteen feet Ion», and if a 
merchant wished to  bring thirty-feet planks to Monaghan  ̂by rail 
he had to engage a couple of waggons for the purpose. This, of 
course, increased the price of timber in Monaghan. Coal was 
becoming a very important factor m the industry of the country, 
and no doubt much of it would be conveyed by the Canal if the 
present agitation was successful. H e  had no hesitation m saying 
that he believed the traders of Monaghan would be much benefited  
by the formation of the contemplated company. I t  appeared in­
c o n s i s t e n t  f o r  a Government professing to have the interest of 
Ireland a t  heart to contemplate closing a canal in Ulster a t  a time 
when they were having one opened from Liverpool to Manchester

(hear, hear).
Mr G e o r g e  B l j l c k b u r n e  said the subject under discussion had 

the hearty support of the traders of Monaghan. They all knew 
how they had been treated by the railway company. Monaghan 
would speak out with unanimity on the question of the Government

putting the Canal into repair.
Mr H enry desired to express his approbation of the adoption 

of the resolutions. H e felt sure the people of Monaghan would 
unanimously agree with them. He believed the successful working 
of the Canal would be advantageous to the railway company and 
the public generally ; competition, instead of injuring trade, wa? 

beneficial to it. The project had his warmest support.
M r T. K e o w n  said  the Government should leave the Canal in 

the condition in which they had got it. Hi* friends had been

15
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very mealy-mouthed in their remarks respecting the Railway 
Company.

The adoption of the resolutions was then passed by acclamation.
M r T reanor moved— “ T h a t  a committee be formed to ask the 

Members of Parliam ent of the county and the Grand Ju ry  to give 
their active support to the movement concerning the Canal, and to 
co-operate with the Central Committee a t  Poitadow n.”

M r D onnelly  seconded the resolution. No town he believed 
felt the want of the Canal more than Monaghan did, and the move­
ment would certainly have his very best support.

A cordial vote of thanks passed to the Chairm an terminated the 
meeting.
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MEETING AT BELTURBET.

A  representative meeting was held in Belturbet on Thursday, 

1st March to protest against the closing of the U lster Canal, and 
to co operate with the Committees already formed to secure its 
maintenance. Major Saunderson, J .P ,  D.L, Castle Saunderson, 
was called to the chair. Representatives from the Town Com­
missioners. the Poor Law Board, and the merchants and traders of 
the town and district were also present. A deputation attended

from the Executivo Committee.
T h e  m em bers of the deputation having stated  the object of the 

present movement, and given a sum m arised s ta tem en t of wliat had 

a lread y  taken  place in the several towns in which meetings were

held,
Mr T homas K n ipe , Chairman of the Town Commissioners, 

moved the adoption of the resolutions in globo passed at Porta- 
down on the 12th February. On the part of the body over which 
he presided he entered a protest against the closing of the canal, 
and said he knew, from the feelings of the people, that there would 
heartily agreo with the terms of the resolutions.

^ ír R. W alker seconded the resolutions, and said that Belturbet 
was as deeply interested in this question as any town adjacent to 
the Canal. It would be a shameful thing if the Government, after 
spending£300,000, should now render useless the important water­
way, which, if properly worked, would tend so materially to a de­
velopment of the resources of the country. T he management of 
the canal by a carrying company would be about the best mean* 
of contributing to ils success and the prosperity of the district.

The resolutions were unanimously adopted.
Mr Boland, T.C, proposed a resolution emphatically protesting 

against the action of the Board of Works in depriving one hundred 
miles of country of a means for local traffic and cheap communica­
tion with Belfast. He knew the country for one hundred mile* 
himself, and he could say it  was in a bad state as far as the car­
riage ot heavy goods was conccrned. If tho Board of Works per­
sisted, in their action the development of the resources of the

/ I
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country would be grea tly  retarded, while on the other hand the 
outlay of the comparatively small sum of £10 ,000  to put the Canal 
into serviceable order would confer a las ting  benefit on a people 
anxious to prosper if they  got a fair  chance of doing The 
m atter was of deep in terest to the farmers. Facilities for outward 
traffic would enable them to send their produce to the best markets 
and get good prices for it. This was particularly applicable in cases 
where farm produce was being ten t  to Scotland and the North of 
England via 3elfast, and  good in land  communication would enable 
farmers to avail themselves of short sea route. T h e  U ls te r  Canal 
could be put into such order as would give a great impetus to 
traffic in heavy goods from Leitrim  and A thlone ; timber, slates, 
iron and coals could be carried with g rea te r  advartage by it  than by 
railways, which were only suitable for lighter commodities and 
passengers. I f  the  gentlemen in Dublin at the head of the Irish  
Government had any regard for the prosperity of a law-abiding and 
a loyal communit}', they would never adopt a course so detrimental 
to their interests. I f  they did so they would display a profound 
ignorance of the w an ts  of the people. The least we m ight expect 

from  the Government is th a t  they would not act antagonistic to 
the unanimous feeling of a large section of the people, and that they 
would accede to the propositions embodied in the resolutions. 

(Applause).
M r M a h a f f y , T.C, seconded the resolutions. H e  said  th a t  tli# 

Board of W orks, in  proposing to sell the Canal piecemeal, were 
doing their  best to  get rid  of a  bad job. H e  protested strongly 
against the action of the Government in not giving the people who 
were willing to do so a  chance of opening up  the country. T he 
country  a t  present was in a  s ta te  of transition, and w hat the people 
wanted  was less agitation and more capital to enable them to 
develop the resources of the country. T h e  Company which would 
be formed to work this canal would supply capital it they were met 
fairly  ; if not, no condemnation of those responsible for the welt are 

of the  people would be too strong.
T he  resolutions were were passed una voce.
Mr F i t z p a t r i c k ,  T .C , p roposed  th a t  the  Members of Parliam ent



ami Grand Ju ry  of the county should be îequeeted to g n e  an ex­
pression of opinion on this subject and co-operate m  the movement-

Mr M'Govkbn. in seconding the proposition, said tha t the open­

ing up in proper order of the U lster Canal would largely tend tc 
the development of coal-mining in the North of Ireland.

The resolution was unanimously adopted.
The C h a i r m a n  then rose and sa id —Personally, I  am extremely 

interested in the success of this enterprise, and I ha re  heard with 
regret th a t  the Board of W orks have thought fit to propose the 
abandonment of the Canal. The Government of the day, and, 
indeed, all who desire to further the prosperity of Ireland, propose 
to do so by advancing every species of enterprise which, might tend 
to the devel .pment of trade and c .mmerce. I  cannot conceive any 
worse means of achieving tha t  result than, instead of making and 
assisting in making the canals and other national works, absolutely 
obliterating them from the surface of Ireland. The Ulster is a 
canal which if properly worked would be a means of developing all 
the r ip a 'ian country. W e know  the Government will meet us with 
many objections, but I really think if the public we e taught the 
magnitude of this navigation system and the immense benefit it 
mi a ht be to Ireland if maintained in a state of efficiency, we woulds
have ail overwhelming opinion in its favour. Here we have a canal 
system from sea to sea, and the Board of Works propose by one 

fell swoop to abolish this.
A  V o ic e— It  is horrible.
C h a ir m a n— We have the Shannon from the Atlantic north and 

south two hundred miles ; a canal, partially made, connecting the 
Shannon with Lough Erne, fifty miles in length, another whieli cuts 
Lough Erne on the one side and Belfast further north ; and with a 
little expenditure of money the wh ,le of this magnificent system may 
be fully utilised. I t  would make Belturbet a naval centre and keep 
it in communication by water with Belfast and Ne wry. 1 speak 
for the good of the whole country, because I should look upon it as 
a most signal disaster if the Government were so blind to the real 
requirements of the case as to close the Ulster Canal, and to do 
away with the whole expenditure of money which has already taken
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place. T he  G overnm ent would spend £100,000 to keep the water 
out of an ironclad which would not float, bu t they will not spend a 
fraction of th  it sum to keep open this great Canal and keep a lar^e 
num ber of the people perfectedly contented. If a carrying company 
got the Canal in perfect working order it would prevent our being 
placed at the mercy ot the  G rea t  Northern Railway. I f  we had 
the Canal to help us we would take care the freights on goods 
would no t be raised 100 per cent. There are more arguments in 
favour of canal traffic now than  in former times. Ste-uu trac ion 
has been vastly improved, and increased consumption renders inland 
navigation indispensable in the d istribution of heavy traffic through 
the country  (hear, hear.) H e concluded by intimating th a t  a t tho 

Grand J u ry  and elsewhere he would advocate the movement, and 
expressed his willingness to  attend with the deputation to meet the 
Chief Secretary.

A fter o ther speakers had addressed the meeting, a vote of thanks 
was accorded the  Chairman, and the meeting term inated.
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Ou Thursday Evening, 1st of M u c h ,  an influential meeting 
was held ia the Town Hall, Clones, to protest against the closing 
of the Ulster Canal. Amongst those in attendance were— Messrs. 
George Knight, Chairman of the Town Commissioners, (presiding) ; 
J .  W. Presho, T.C ; W. Thompson, J . P ;  John Robinson, J . P ;  

Jam es Fleming, T-C ; John M'Kaany, P. T. Donnelly, John  Cole, 
John Loble, Francis Graham, Marshall Fitzgerald, John Noble, 
James Edward Keenan, Win. Cassidy, Jam es G m ley , J im e s  A r m ­
strong, John Boyne, Benjamin H d ! ,  Daniel Masterson, Jam es

Galway, Jam es G oigh , T.C ;
The C hairm an said they were m it to co-operate in the movement 

which was originated wii;h the princip il traders and merchants in 
the North of Ireland, all of whom were deeply and intimately con­
cerned in the action taken by the Board of Works in proposing to 
close the Ulster C mal. He referred at length to the excessive 
rates being ch irged on heavy goods by the Railway C^mpan , 
which, he said, h a l  ha rt  trade in Clones by the manner in which 
freights had been raised. T ue  canal was opened many years, but 
had been little used. Many things required to be dona before it 
would or o u l d  be fully used. A  greater depth of water was 
required, in the first instanc >, fur heavy lighters. T h  3 water supply 
for the top levels was not sufficient. W hat was wanted from the 
me jting was an expression of opinion as to whether they wanted the 
job perpetuated by the Board of Works or not ; or whether they 
wanted the canal to be restored to its original state by the Govern­
ment and given over to a responsible company who would keep it 
open for traffic and supply lighters and all the other necessaries for 
that purpose. If the canal were opened in tha t  way the freights on 
heavy goods would be 20 or 30 per cent less than at present, and 
part of t in t  saving would go into the pockets of the traders and 
part to the consumers. I f  the canal were closed it would be a tax  
to tha t amount on themselves and their children, and it would go 
into the cufters of the great Northern Railway Company. Being 
able to make such a strong case, and having to back it up a com ­

MEETING AT CLONES. f
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pany that, would have the confidence of the Government, lie failed 
to se j  why there should be any hesitation on the part of the 
Government to pu t the canal in proper repair and enable it to be 
kept open. H e saw th a t  £2 ,000  was now set aside in the civil 
estimates for the maintenance of the Ulster Canal. So tha t  instead 
of £10 ,000  it would be practically only £8 ,000  the Government 
would be required to  spend. W h y  not do in Ireland as in England, 
he asked. In  the sister country canals and railways were running 
side by side and paying well. In this case there was not to be in ­
curred the great prim ary  expense of buying or constructing a 
canal, and he could not see why the interests of the country  should 
be excluded to avoid the paltry  outlay of a few thousand pounds. 

(Applause.)
Mr M ‘K ean followed, and gave details as to the cost of the 

canal, its m aintenance, and present condition, and laid before the 
meeting the propositions which emanated from the meeting at 

Portadown.
Mr J acob O rr said they  had been received with such a degree of 

enthusiasm a t  the several meetings already held, and the movement 
had been so warmly supported, th a t  he could not Fee how the 
G overnm ent in the face of such a strong expression of public 
opinion could really dismantle the  canal. In  fact to do so would, 
he was convinced more than ever, b ean  outrage upon the  feelings 
of the people of the province oi U lster. (Applause.) W ith  reference 
to the company proposed to be form ed as a  carrying company, tLe 
names of those gentlemen who were connected with it were well 
known along the whole canal. T hey  were men of business, shrewd, 
and thoroughly acquainted with w hat they  proposed to undertake, 
and they were not the men to invest money without knowing what 
they were about, or with a prospect of losing it. H e  was sure, 
ju d g i ig  from the opinions already largely expressed, th a t  if the 
Governm ent acceded to the  wishes of the people they would place 
this canal in the  hands of a carrying company, and so serve the 

in terests of the country a t  large.
Mr P . T .  D onnelly proposed the  adoption of the Portadown 

resolutions, and quoted statistics to show the  restrictive rates being



charged to traders by the Railway Company on haavy goods.

Mr P resho, T.C, seconded the resolutions', aud said he fully 

agreed w ith the previous speakers.
M r  F l e m i n g  supported the resolutions, and also referred to the 

exorbitant freights of the Railway Company. T he traders and 
farmers would have no chance of getting fair play once the canal 
was dismantled, a result which he hoped they would never see.

Mr C assidy said it  was the p resen t inefficient s ta te  of the canal 

which rendered i t  comparatively useless, and m atters  would never 

be any better  unless they got the G overnm ent to haud  over the 

canal in good w orking  order to a company such as tha t  which was 

suggested.
Mr G raham and o ther speakers supported th e  resolutions, which 

were passed with acclamation.
A resolution was also adopted calling on the Grand J a ry  and the 

Northern Members of Parliament to co-operate with the people in 
their efforts to keep the canal open aud in proper working order.

warm ly protested against the closing of the canal.



MEETING AT BENBURB.

A  M e e t i n g  was held at Benburb on Saturday, the 3rd March, 
1883, Rev. Janies MacMin, chairman. A lso p resen t—Jam es Orr, 
J . P  ; H enry  M ‘Kean, Jacob O rr, Joh n  M ‘Kenzey, William 
M ‘Kenzey, Robert H olm es, W . J .  E .  Skelton, R. M ‘Kean, J .P  ; 
W . W. Rolston, T hom as Shannon, &c, &c, &c.

The C h a irm a n  having s ta ted  the  object of th e  meeting,

Mr H e n r y  M ‘K e a n  proposed, and M r J o h n M ‘K en zey  seconded, 
‘ T h a t  the resolutions adopted by Portadovvn meeting, and now 
read, be adopted by this meeting.”

Proposed by Mr Jam es  O r r ,  J .P ,  and seconded by M r R o b e r t  

H o lm es ,  “  T h a t  a committee be appointed to act with Central 
Committee, and  ask the Members of Parliam ent and Grand Ju ry  of 
th is  county to give their support to the resolutions passed at this 
meeting.”

Nam es of Committee :— Messrs. H enry M‘Kean, Robert Holmes, 
Jo h n  M 'Kenzey, W m. M ‘Kenzey, Thomas Shannon.
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A Meeting was heldat Moy on Friday, the 2nd March, 1883. Üobt. 
Clarke, Esq, in the chair). There were also present—Messrs Averell 
Lloyd, J P ,  CIS Phipson. J  1’ : J C Adams, .1 P  : James Orr, J  P  ; 
Robert M-Kesn, J P ;  Jacob O n , Rev Cauou Coyne, P  P  ; Rev h  
O’Brien, P P  ; Rev L HugLes. C C ; Rev W Rea. C Hughes, Joseph 
Patterson, Joseph Alderdice, James Beattie, Felix io x ,  Richard Robin­
son, J  Tohall, J  M'Alden. R Patterson, Daniel Develin, B llobinaon,
Key M Clements, &c. &c. (1. f, ; I  ▲ • •

T he Chairman having explained the object for which the ireeting 
was called, said that the large and representative attendance showed 
the importance with which this questior was regarded in the neigh­
bourhood. The feeling of the district he knew to be gieatly in favour 
of keeping the Canal open in order to keep the railway companies in 
check and to enable the traders and farmers to have their goods carried 
at lower rates than those which they were at present obliged by them

t0 Pay* :i I'* *
The Depntation from the Central Committee having placed statis­

tics before the meeting, and explained generally the conditions under 
which it was proposed to work the Canal after the Government put it 

in proper order,
Mr. P atterson proposed the adoption of the resolutions agreed to 

at the Portadcwn meeting. He said it was the unanimous desire of the 
public generally th \t the Canal should be kept open as it would be a 
great accommodation to the towns adjoining it if it were properly 
worked by a Carrying Company such as that referred to in the reso­
lutions. The closing .of the Canal would be a calamity, and would 
throw a large district on the tender mercies of the Great Northern 
Railway Company. They had had experience of that Company and it 
was not very favourable, so that it was earnestly hoped the Canal 
would be kept open for traffic (applause).

Mr. T chall, in seconding the resolutions, said that if a similar 
canal existed in other countries the Government controlling it would 
attach more importance to it than the Board of Works did to the 
Ulster Canal. One thing was certain, they would uot allow cabbages to 
grow in it. (Laughter and applause.) There was a great necessity for 
the Ulster Canal now, but there would be far greater necessity for it 
in years to come (hear, hear ), and if the Government were to allow it 
to get into private hands in bits and scraps j t  would be a disgrace and

MEETING AT MOY.
11
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» shame. Every on* should do h,s b«3! t„  p r i e n t  such a calamity „

prPvmuï 9P8aker described ï t ,  Moy was n o t  so vitally interested «  
ta w n s  h o lie r  up. but the effect of the action of the Board e f  W o r t .  
w»uld b* to , wist *r mar t!., prosperity 0r a *** T O  of W t r y

"v- -  -r'-\-\r . .0 T/u'Jtt fr?j!#^CIfiniw
r 0? Tilvo . t . o - __ _ . ,1 - .  . ' ®

. -V '* > ó , >-'><*?, y  a |r ,  }>*

a»ijofu turí • • ° - ooQ iíiíu j  i'ecoïf jn<* ii^ l f  . .
ihis ac'yf.jieixu u  tracie snouid at o^cê be reinoreu..

M rD .D EV EU N  supported the resolutions He was engaged i t  t  
trade which was supposed to derelop the resource* of the country , but 
owing to tha restrictions put upon him «  the carriage of h i. hea», 
traffic, he experienced great difficulty in ms efforts. How. he asked 
nould th ,re  be competition with the N orth of England and Scotland; 
where the clast of material he had to  deal with * u  almost « c iu - i r e l r  
conveyed by water ? I t  was an impossibility as hod been proved in 
the part ; whpn itie Kailway opened work* were «topped by a system 
of traffic organised by English and Scotch capitalist*. The co n seq u en t 
w*s that goods were carrier) frow the N orth of England to that very 
town much cheaper than they were carried from Coali.landby the 
railway. (Shame). A fter quoting freight? at various periods, be eon- 
eluded by promising this movement. hi& heartiest support.

M r P uipson. J  P. said that although this movement m ig 'it appear to 
be antagonistic to the Railway Company, the result would be quits 
opposite. The Canal in good working ordei nould benefit the Rail- 
way Company, because it  would cause a greater m-flow of r*» 
materials, and a consequent increase in the ou tpu t from the manu­
facturing districts, the latter being the commodities most suitable for 
Railway traffic. It was important to every class that the Canai should 
not, be closed, and he believed that when the Members of Parliament 
knew how strongly the feeling of the people were that it should b*
kept open they would heartily co-operate in the movement with th*i 
object in view. (Applause.)

i he resolution* were adopted.

Mr A iJdcrdice proposed a resolution requesting the co-operation of 
the Members of Parliament »nd the Grand Ju ro rs  in this matt«r.

The resolution having been seconded by Mr Lloyd. .1 P. was unani- 
a*ou?iy adopted.

Other speakers haring addressed the meeting, 4 wote of rbank* **5* 
«•corded to the chairman* and the proceedings terminated

r  , J- A T K IN SO N , Secretary.
PtrtfcdoirB, 6tb. 1885.
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