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Impartial Obfervations.

TH E fir(t Paragraph in the Dublin Article of the
Freeman’s Journal of the 26th Inftant, defcri-
bing the general Terror and Confternation . which is
faid to have affected the feveral Parts of this King-
dom, upon hearing of the propofed Augmentation of
1ts Mlhtary Eftablifhment, muft appear very fur-
prifing to the Inhabitants of this Metropolis, who
are under no Terrors atall upon the Occafion; but,
as it happens, the Intelligence is premature; tho’ per-
haps it may foon be too well founded, if the Emffa-
ries of Faction fucceed. in mnfreprefentmg the Nature
and Defign of this Meafure, to the honeft but cre-
dulous People of the ngdom That it i1s not
hitherto an unpopular Meafure, I can with fome Con-
fidence affert, as I am lately come out of the Country,
where I have héard the Subje¢t difcufs’d in all Com-
panies, and 1n. general approved of under certain Re-
- ftrictions ;I might fay a/ways, except by fuch, whofe
Motives of Obyection it was eafy to trace, from their
refpective Interefts and Connections.

‘As




vy &)

As every Man in this free Country efteems him-
(elf qualified to cenfure or approve the Conduct of
Government, the honeft and candid Patriot will be
glad to be rightly informed as to thofe Matters on
which he is to framé his Opinion, and when any in-
terefling Bufinefs of a publick Nature 1s depending,
will with Attention perufe the Arguments on both
Sides of the Queftion.- To fuch only the following
Obfervations are addreffed ; which are fufficiently plain
and intelligible, and only calculated to prevent the
ill Effects of Prejudice, and Mifreprefentation.

Tur Meflage delivered by his.Majefty’s Com-
mand to the Houf% of Commons on Tuefday laft
imports, a Propofal to augment the Military Eftablith-
ment (which at prefent _ confifts of 12,000 Men) to
15,235, on account of the Neceflities of the publick
Service requiring a confiderable Part of the National
Forces to be employed abroad, and of the Expediency
fhat not lefs than 12,000 Men fhould always remain
at-home, for the Defence and Security of Ireland,;
and his Majefty farther declares it to be his Inten-
tion that the above Number fhall always continue
here, except in Cafe of fome extraordinary Emergency.

~Tne Principles apon which this Propofal is found-
ed are too notorioufly true to admit of Contradic-
tion. The mew Acquifitions to the Crown of Great
Britain by the late glorious and fuccefsful War, de-
mand“a “much more numerous Body of Forces for
their Defence, than the prefent Eftablithments of
Great Britain and Lreland can fupply, confiftent with
their Security. at home; and in Confequence of this
N:ceffity, “Government has been obliged to borrow
(if L mdy ufe the Exprefiion) fomething from the Na-
tional Defence of thefe Kingdoms, where the Danger
as lefs preffing and immediate, to fecure thefe Be-
minions, which were furrounded by foreign Enemies,
Jealous of our newly acquired Power, and ready to
take
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take Advantage of any Occafion when we might be
unprepared to repel them. - ‘

Bur tho' the apparent Remotenefs of ‘the Danger
to thefe Kingdoms might be a very juft Apology.
for fuch an Expedient being made ufe of for a fhort
Time, juft after a Peace was concluded ; it would
il become the Wifdom of Government, to leave us
always in fo precarious a Situation, threatened as we
are with an immediate Invafion from Framce, upon
the very firft Appearances of a Rupture, even before
a Declaration of War. In thefe Circumftances I be-
lieve no one will deny that 12,000 effetive Men,
actually difciplined and fit for immediate Service, are
a very moderate Defence for this extenfive Country
againft {o formidable an Invader, €ven tho’ the addi-
tional Danger from our domeftick Infurgents, (of whofe
Difloyalty we have already had fome Specimens) were
not taken into. the Confideration.

Tue Expediency therefore of fome Augmentation

‘of the Forces in Freland muft be admitted; and the

only reafonable Objections againit the prefent Propo-
fal feem to be the three: following.

First, If the Parliament fhould confent to main-
tain an Army of 15,235 Men upon the Eftablithment,
in order to preferve 12,000 of them at home for our
domeftick Security; how can we be certain that even
that Foree fhall remain with s, if Government fhould

think fit to employ a Part of them upon other Ser-
vice ?

Seconp, Admitting the Danger of our prefent De-
fenicelefs Situation, is not the additional Expence of

the Encreafe of cur Eftablifhment, the greater Evil of
the two?

THirRD,
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Trirp, May not a ftanding Army more nume-
rous than we have at prefent ‘be dangerous' to our’
Libertics ? e o T ST ARG

As 'to the firft Objection, if there was no Provifion '
made agzinft it, I'fhould readily allow it to be a very'
folid one. ~ But as his Majefty has already declared
by his Meffage that 12,006 "Men' fhall be kept in
Ireland, and as we have the additional Security of
a Britifb A& of Parliament  made this Seflion, to re-
peal the roth of King Willium I declaring  the
Expedicncy of fuch a Meafure; we cannot with Rea-
fon apprehend that the moft ‘daring ' Minifter will ven-
ture to act 1n_Oppofition to fuch Authorities.

To the fecond Objection [ anfwer, that the Expence
of this Augrneiiration is trifling id‘Comparifon of the
Advantazcs that attend it; about /. 36,000 annually
being the whole Amount. A (iall Portion of what
1s generoafly I will not fay profulely) given every
Seflion of Parliament, among the. Gentlemen of this
Country towdrds improvi ug their Eftates, in what are
called public Works, is afked to fecure to them the
quiet Poffeffion of thofe Eftates, and to their Tenants,
their Liberties, their Ptopérties and their Religion.
I cannot omit oblerving that the whole of this Ex.
pence (fmall as it is) need not b= an additional Bur-
den upon the Eftablifhnient ; as his Majefty has al-
ready confented to a Bill, laying a Tax of four Shil-
lings in the Pound upon the Salaries and Peafions of
Abfentees, which, it is computed will raife £.26,070
a year; and is'a €léar Increafe of fo much to. the

'fub!ick Revenue, however it may be appropriated,
n

fhort, if any Application for a Supply ought to
ftand clear of all Objections as to the Frugality of
the Scheme, it is certainly the prefent: A Scheme of
Augmentation where no new Officers are to be ap-
pointed ; no Friends and Dependents to be provided

for at.the Expence of the Publick ; no Crown Fa-

volurs
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'vours to be diftributed, in order to increafe the Pow-
er and ,Iriﬂuence of Government ; but, the' whole Ad-
| dltxon is mtended to confilt of able badied Soldxers

: “Were this Plan liable to more Obj jections on the
above Account, it ‘might probably meet with fewer,
as forne of the moft clamorous Opponents might in
that Cafe, get fometﬁmg to ftop their Mouths, and if
any Gc:ntleman was, difgufted upon other’ Accounts
there might be Methods of putting him irto'a better
‘Temper. But as the Propofal in its prefent Circuri-
ftances has nothmg to recommend it butits real na-
tional Unlity, it may poflibly be fupported only by
fuch as value the publick Intereft more' thin their
own, '

As to the laft Objection, concerning the fuppofed
Danger of our leernes from a ﬁandmg Army in this
Kingdom, I believe few People are fo weak as to pro-
pofe it ferioufly. "W hatever may be the Cafe in Grear
Britain, it is otherwife . freland; our Properties
and our Lives demand Security here as much as
" our Liberties; and of two Dangers, that which is the
moft prefling "and. urgent requirgs our Attention be-
fore that which is miore remote: We cannot {pare
our Proteftants from our Manufactures in fufficient
Numbers to form a well regulated Militia ; and four-
{fcore Years Experience has taught us that a ftanding
- Army recruited in England, and commanded by Pro-
teftant Officers of our own, has hitherto preferved to
us thofe Bleflings which we ftill en_]ov, without any
Infringement upon our Liberties; of which it is to be
obferved, that thofe People who have the leaft to
lofe always pretend to be moft apprehenfive,

Ir thefe Obfervations are founded in Truth, what
are we to think of thofe Perfons, who are at ')refent :
fo bufily employed in mﬂammg the Minds of the
People againft their Government and Reprefentatives,
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