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a d v e r t i s e m e n t .

The publication o f the following pages was intended 

previous to the meeting o f Parliament, lu t  did not 

take place fo foon from  mforefeen accidents. The 

tranfallions o f the la jt week render the publica­

tion lefs neceffary. They are the commencement 

o f a happy Union between the Parliamentary An- 

ti-unionijls and the People. However, the writer 

fiill thinks thefe pages contain principles o f genuine 

patriotifm. He is certain they are the fenti- 

ments of an heart beating high fo r  the welfare of

Ireland.



OBSERVATIONS, &c.

T h e  zealous oppofers o f  the projected Union, 
m ult afluredly experience no little regret and dif- 
appointment, when they obferve the prefent ftate 
of the public mind refpefting that queftion. 
W atching, as they mull: have done, with eager fo- 
licitude, the tem per with which the people fhould 
continue to regard the meafure, when the deter­
mination to purfue it became notorious, their m or­
tification muft be great at finding, that neither the 
awful im port o f  the meafure itfelf, nor the example 
of their alert and vigorous hoftility, has been able 
to  excite correfponding exertions on the part o f  
their countrymen : that fince the firft ebullition o f  
refentment fubfided in the enjoyment o f  a tem po­
rary trium ph, this project, once big with horror, 
appears to be contemplated with daily lefiening in­
quietude, as if like fome o f  thofe contagions which 
attack the body, it had loft it’s power o f  offending 
the conftitution which had once triumphed over 
it’s malignity. Certain it is, that while the advo­
cates o f  the meafure purfue their objeft with un- 
abating induilry, and exultingly parade their grow­
ing ftrength and numbers, a great majority of the 
country keep altogether aloof from the conteft,
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which they feem to view rather with the feelings oi 
indifferent fpeftators, than of deeply intercfted par­
ties.

But to any one whq has given the fmallefl atten­
tion to the progrefs o f  affairs in this country for a 
few years bark, and to the policy of thofe who had 
the chief controul and influence over them, this in­
ert and debilitated ftate o f  the- public mind cannot 
appear furprifing. Such a one will readily perceive 
that this is that very ftate which it has been the in­
variable object of that policy to produce— a policy, 
which in every other view of it, appearing feeble, 
crooked and inconfiftent, mud be acknowledged, 
when connected wi:h this it’s obje.it, to have been 
m oil elaborate, uniform, and fyftematic. I f  there 
could be any doubt o f  the exiitence of an evil 
fpirit predominating in the councils o f  Ireland, the 
arguments and. cqnfeflions o f  thofe minilierial wri­
ters who have come forward to recommend the 
Union, have honeitly informed us, that fince the 
fiiicrtion o f  our vain and ill-ftarr’d indépendance 
difturbed the pre-eminent claims, and awakened 
the refentment and jealous fears of England, it has 
been and muit be the policy of her minifters, to 
cripple the growth and paralyfe the efforts o f  this 
country, by luch an artful management o f  parties 
and interetls as fhould keep alive our divifions and 
animofities. 1 his policy has too well fucceeded. 
1  he elements of difcord were not hard to be found ; 
they were fupplied in abundance by a conftitution 
at war in it’s practice with all i t’s own beft'princi-



pies, and fcarcely known to the largeft portion o f  
the people, except by the penalties and difabilities 
it itnpofed on them. Thefe materials o f diicon- 
tent, jealoufy and paflion, were diligently and va- 
rioufly wrought upon, and being worked up with 
afufficient portion o f  the prevailing horror of French 
principles, alarms about religion and property, and 
whatever elfe was calculated to diftraft and con­
found the public mind, they heaved the whole mafs 
o f  the people into the moil violent agitation, and 
led at length to that fcene o f  convullion, fuffering, 
and defpair, which terminated in the gloomy lan­
guor o f  wailed flrength, the death o f  public fpirir, 
and the arrival o f  that crifis, fo long fought and fo 
inflantly laid hold of, when an exhauiled, proftrate, 
and torpid nation, might fubmit without a ilruggle, 
to this lail aft and completion o f  it’s wretched 
deilinies.

I f  it thus appears that the apathy with which the 
country views her impending fate, is not to be 
fnnply regretted ?s a circumilance in itfelf uncon- 
nefted with the projeft o f Union, and confpiring, 
from a mere accidental concurrence of events, to 
favour it’s introduction ; but that it is to be regarded 
as entering originally and eiTcntially into the plan of 
the projeftors, deliberately fought, and in a great 
degree prepared by them. I f  ir be true that our 
unfortunate divifions do not more form the pre­
tended necelTity for this Union, than they do the 
bafe and infidious means of it’s accompliihment—  
Surely it might be fuppofed, that when any perlons
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conceived the bold idea o f  fruftrating the well laid 
fcheme o f the Britiih cabinet, the plan o f  defence 
could hardly be miftakeq. Knowing what are the 
moft formidable weapons which the minifter pof- 
fefTes, his opponents, itihould feem, would endea­
vour to wreft them from his hands. H is  weapons 
are, our own diflfenfions : thefe, therefore, they 
would endeavour to heaL T hey  would penetrate 
deep into the fources whence they fpring ; and feek 
to dry up the fountains o f  thefe bitter waters. T hey  
would difmifsall fclfifh feelings. They would labour 
to remove all irritating diftinftions—to break down 
the fences which confine within narrow limits the 
privileges of the conftitution, and to reitore to it it’s 
loft value, by freeing it from the corruptions which 
have debafed it, and rendering it praôtically con­
formable to the free principles on which it profeiTes 
to be founded. In combining thefe objefts with 
their oppofition to the Union, and pledging them- 
ieîves to an honeft and fpirited profecution of 
them, they would give to all parties in the country 
a caufe worthy o f  their exertions ; they would fee 
public fpirit revive, and flow in it’s antient channels, 
which defpair has fo long frozen up ; and thus 
ftrong in the people’s ftrength, they would repel, 
i f  it yet be poffible, the prefent attack, and would 
belt guard againft any other which the perfevering 
hoftility of the minifter might defign in future.

But has any thing o f  this been done or propo- 
fed ? nothing like it. However extraordinary it 
may be, thefe powerful means o f  defencc feem to

be
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be entirely overlooked. F ro m  the indignant votes 
o f  Parliament to the high-founding refolves o f  a 
corporation, no where can we difcover a hint of 
the neceiiity o f  confulting the wiihes o f  the people, 
and reftoring their confidence in the conftitution, when 
they are called upon to rally round and fave it. W h a t 
do the Anti-union leaders propofe ? W h a t is theif 
plan ? D o  they defire the fupport o f  the people ? O r 
do they flatter themfelves they can difpenfe with it? is 
it in political intrigue ; in the dexterous management 
o f  corrupt factions ; in fagacioufly balancing the 
profits o f the borough-m onger and parliamentary 

jobber, that they place their hopes o f  viftory ? if 
fo, it is plain, that whatever their fuccefs may be, 
the people are little interefted in it, and will d e ­
cline involving themfelves in a quarrel, whence they 
can expeft fo little advantage. But let thefe great 
leaders confider, whether the popular fupport may 
not be of fervice to fteady their wavering parti- 
zans. W heth e r they do not require fome more 
honourable and energetic bond o f  Union, than 
their difcordant felfiih interefts. W he th e r  in the 
computation of profit, the balance may not eafily 
be turned againil them ,— and finally, whether the 
feeble efforts o f  a puny party, or the mighty ener­
gy o f  a powerful people, be beft fuited to meet the 
magnitude o f  the danger.

’T is  true that to aft the part here recommended, 
may require no fmall portion of firm virtue and 
bold independence. In times o f  national debate -
ment, when fervility affumes the tone of arrogance,
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and allows currency to no opinions which have not 
received it’s ftamp, it is not to be expected that any 
the ftrongeft minds will dare to item that foul cur­
rent o f  opprobrious calumny, which feeks to over­
bear every thing that rifes above the level o f  pre­
vailing degeneracy. H e  who now ventures to 
touch on the fubjeét of popular claims, or to hint 
at a defed: in our conftitution, unlefs it be to pro­
mote the prefent fchemé o f  the minifter, is lure to 
be afiailed with a whole battery of names o f  tre­
mendous import, republican—jacobin— democrat 
— traitor. T h e  very words parliamentary reform, 
which once gloriouily fhone in the banners of dif- 
tinguiihed ftatefmen, now made to denote every 
thing of bafe and criminal, which they who mali- 
cioufly caft about thofe damning appellations, can 
pofliby include in them. But we may fafely af­
firm, that if the ranks o f  the Anti-unionifts cannot 
fupply men o f  principles fufficiently elevated and 
generous, to prefs forward fearlelsly in the path o f  
honourable and manly patriotifm, fuperior at once 
to petty interefts and illiberal obloquy, they are lit­
tle fitted to be the champions of a nation on an
emergency like the prefenf, or to contend fuccefs- 
fully with a minifter, diftinguifhed by inflexible per- 
feverance, a haughty confidence in himfelf, and a 
contemptuous difregard of his opponents.

And what is there in our fituation, if we do not 
allow ourfelves to be feared by perverted or un­
meaning terms, which fhould deter us from ho- 
neftly inveiligating, what views in our political
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fyflem have bet>n the caufes o f  our misfortunes, and 
what remedy may be difcovered for them, more 
efficacious and palatable than that defperate one pre­
fe r re d  by the minifter. T h e  danger o f  F rench 

principles and the horrors o f  Jacobiniim  are indeed 
loudly and inceiTantly proclaimed, but the real dan­
ger is not to be eilimated by the noife and outcry 
which is made ab o u ti t .  W h a t,  after all, is this 
Jacobinifm which thus frights us with endlefs alarms ? 
If it means, as feems intended, fome hideous mon- 
fter, which opens it's ravenous jaws to devour all 
eftabliihmcnts, and is never fatiarcd with deftruc- 
tion, perhaps no danger was ever lefs to be feared 
than this by a wife and upright government. I t  is 
true that eftabliíhments are now examined with à 
more inquifitive and daring eye than in former ages; 
but neverthelefs, there are few men, whole opini­
ons are o f  any confequence, who do not readily ac­
knowledge, that eftablifhed institutions are entitled 
to  confiderable refpeft, merely becaufe they are ef­
tablifhed ; and that it is better; if it be practicable, 
to amend them according to circumftances, than 
to fubvert them. But eftablifhments then provoke 
their own deftru&ion, when identifying themlelves 
with their corruptions and abufcs, they leave no 
other means o f  removing the latter. This is a tru:h 
which cannot be too often repeated : all experience 
confirms it, and we ourièlves afford a melancholy - 
proof o f  it. W hoever traces, in a fpint o f  can ­
dour, the progreis o f  difcontent in this country, till 
it reached the fatal period o f  open hoilility, will be 
convinced, that the defiga of forcibly overturning
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trie conftitution, had either never been conceived, 
or had never been embraced by any confidèrable 
number, had not the failure of repeated attempts 
to corredt and reftore it to it’s genuine principles, 
finally produced a fettled convidion in the minds 
o f  all perfons that füch attempts were hopelefs ; and 
will confefs that had our rulers more affe&ionately 
cheriííied the found, arid lefs obftinately clung to 
the rotten parts of thé conftitution, we fhould have 
had no difturbances— no United Irifhmen no re­
publicans— no rebellion.

So far from any extraordinary hazard accompany­
ing the introduction of political reform at prefent, 
it 'm igh t perhaps with more reafon be alledged, that 
i f  among thofe who take the lead in public affairs, 
there yet remained any of the fpirit of enlightened 
freedom, and any fincere defire of fecuring it s blei- 
fings to their country, they would regard this as i  
moft favourable opportunity for accompliihing the 
generous purpofe. W hat moment more favour­
able for conciliation and conceffion than that of vic ­
tory ? And now when the higher clafles have fuc- 
cefsfully vindicated their privileges and maintained 
their rank in the ftate, they would feem beft to con- 
fult their fafety as well as dignity, by attending 
without delay to the neglefted claims of national 
right : thus laying a firm foundation of tranquillity, 
before the broken materials o f  civil war are mould­
ed anew, and the ftorm again rifes to overwhelm 
them. If  popular expectations were too highly
raifed, paft defeat and difappointment muft have

lowered
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lowered their tone. AU parties would meet with 
tempers chaftifed and moderated, and difpoied to 
adiuit their differences by mutual c o m p r o m i f e - a n d  

all would prefer a peaceable fcttlement, though fall- 
jncr fhort o f  the extent o f their wifhes, to a renewal 
of*thofe fcenes of blood and d e f la tio n , which ex ­
perience has (hewn are fo frightful in the afting, 

and fo uncertain in the event.

O ther c-irc.umftances o f  the prefent period, are 
equally favourable to the w ork o f  reformation. 
T h e  danger of F rench principles, artfully magni­
fied, and°inceffantly inculcated, has raifed in many 
fuch exaggera ted  terrors, that the very name o 
liberty, as being apparently connected with thofe 
principles, has become odious and difgufhng to 
them . I t  will belong to the future inquirer into the 
caufes which have influenced the events of thefe 
extraordinary times, to vindicate that facred name 
from the ftain and fcandal o f  thofe atrocities wl^ich 
have full'ifd fome periods of the French revolution. 
I t  is fufficiept here to obferve, that the intemperance 
and wild extravagance which characterized it for a 
time feem to have been chiefly occafioned by, 
and p ro p o rtio n ed  to, the difficulties it had to con­
quer. W hen  the combined legions of Europe 
p o u red  in to  France to crufh her infant liberty, it 
was evident that the common efforts o f prudentia 
wifdom and ordinary courage were inefficient for 
its prefervation. T h e  ftronger energies of enthu- 
fiafm were to be excited. Boldnefs and vigour 
were the qualities chiefly valued ; and men or m-
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trepid but wicked minds rofe into confequence, 
while they conceived and executed thofe faring 
plans, which more fcrupulous and cautious charac! 
ters fhrunk from. All the jargon of revolutionary 
and infurredionary rant was then invented to heat 
the paffions of the multitude ; qnd -the language of 
the French rulers in thofe days, feems as if  intend­
ed rather to fwell the fong of the warrior, and the 
cry o f  battle, than to exprefs the fober decrees o f  
the legifiator, or the principles o f  any fyftem of 
civil fociet/. In like manner, the murderous atro­
cities o f  the ' fame period, were not fo much the 
offspring o f  any rr,iilaken theory o f  government, 
as the favage a<£ts o f  frantic defperation, which, 
while it fhook off its affaiJants with a force that 
ieemed more then human, exhaufted the violence 
o f  its difordered ftrength on its own bofom. But 
as the preffure of the danger became leffened, the 
ferocious fpirit o f  unbridled Democracy gradually 
abated, till it feems at length to have entirely dif- 
appeared : and certainly, i f  the impreflion of French 
principles were to be taken only from thofe which 
are now predominant, it would contain nothing to 
alarm any government which could juftly pretend 
to  the appellation o f  fear. W hatever opinion may 
be formed o f  the new order o f  things which has 
arifen in France, it is at leaft evident that the prin­
ciples o f  democracy are not puihed to excefs, and 
that the famous declaration o f  the Rights o f  iMan 
has not been much confulted on, the occafion. 
Abandoning the equality of rights as the only legi­
timate foundation o f  government, the French feem

now
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now to be fatisfied with the more moderate theory, 
that the only efiential political right o f  a people, is 
to  poiTcfs a good governm ent, beft adapted to their 
circumftances and character, in whatloever vvay fi;ch 
government may have ariien. W h a t  then has this 
country to expeét or to fear from the in troduâiou  
o f  French principles ? M uch, perhaps, i f  a con- 
ftitution, loaded with abul'es and inconiiftencies, is 
ftill to furnifh matter for difcontent— nothing furely, 
i f  we were in pofifeifion o f  a truly free and national 
governm ent, adopted to our circumftances, our 
habits, and our feelings. Is property alarmed ? 
T h e  fecurity o f  property is the foremoft 'objéét in 
the contemplation o f  the prefent French law-givers. 
Is rank alarmed ? W e  fee the French nation fepa- 
rated into' clafles, no m atter by what titles, and a 
Election made o f  the m olt eminent to  enjoy the 
offices, dignity, and power o f  the ftate.

H ere ,  then, is the propitious m om ent to ^ f tab -  
lifh national freedom without revolutionary perils, 
which muft be inftantly fcized on, or it is irretriev­
ably loft. O ur multiplied miferies had nearly con­
vinced us all that fome great alteration in our poli­
tical fyftem was necelTary, and the minifter came 
forward to relieve us with his projeft o f  an Union. 
A  propofal fo mortifying to the national pride, 
m ight have been made fubfervient to the national 
happinefs, by producing a junétion of all parties 
to  effeft fome nobler and more effedual plan o f  
fettlement, had thofe diftinguifhed perfons who felt 
fo irritated at the infult, conceived the wife and

magnani-
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magnanimous idea. But they feem to be inPiu- 
enced by other feelings; and the indignation which 
was firft provoked againft the propofers of 
Union feems to be faft giving way to dilguft at 
the narrow and felfiih policy c f  it’s opponents. 
W ill they perfevere in fo ruinous a courfe ?— Per­
haps it is now too late to enter on a better. T h e ir  
fireng th  feems rapidly declining; yef poffibly it 
may- ftill be fufficient to ftave off defeat for a feafon, 
and allow them time to take their ftand on a more 
fecure foundation. But if they would kindle in the 
bofoms of their countrymen a warm zeal in their 
fupport, they mult convince therp that their m o­
tives are pure and patriotic ; and that their fucctls 
•will be fomething more than the petty triumph of 
ufurping monopolifts and intriguing ftatefmçn. T h e  
people will not enter the political field, under the 
colours o f  any domineering fa&ions; or the u n ­
hallowed aufpices of corrupt ambition : their fpi- 
rits will not revive, nor their fcattered ftrength 
rally, ’till they fee the itandard of national liberty 
wave in front o f the battle. Open to them that 
cheering profpeft, and the chill feelings of defpon- 
dency will rife into the glow of ardour : and though 
they may appear indifferent to the fate of opprei- 
Gve faftiops and a borough parliament, they will 
be found true to Iriih independence and national 
reprefentation.

In the prefent ftate of things, the advocates of
the Union have this decided advantage over their
opponents, that they fet out with a principle which

will
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^vill fcarcely adm it o f  contradiction. T h ey  afk, 
fe it poflible that the country can long go on under 
its prefent lyftem ? worn out with iuff'enngs, the 
feelings o f  all parties reply, that it can not ; and 
the queftion that immediately follows is, where are 
we to find a cure ? try, it is then faid, the effeCts o f  
this Union, yoii will find it o f  marvellous efficacy ; 
and while no other enemy prefents itfelf, many per- 
fons will be inclined to m ake the experiment, tho’ 
they can difcover nothing o f  it’s virtues, except 
merely that it is called a remedy. I t  may be bit­
ter to their tafte ; but where (hall they find a Tweet­
er ? T h is  offers them a chance o f  fafety, and, to 
try  nothing, is certainly to periih. It may be pre- 
fcribed by thofe in whofe friendihip and ikill they 
place little confidence ; but if thole whom they 
would prefer to confult, refufe them  relief, they m u d  
accept it from the hands o f  any who will offer it. 
In  vain fome would tell them , that the conftitution 
is in perfeól health ; that it has worked well, and 
muft not be tampered with.— It may have worked 
■well for thofe who made a monopoly of i t ’s  favours ; 
who felt themfelves mightily at eafe in the enjoy­
m ent of their places and their penfions, while they 
carelefsly flung around them penalties and death : 
bu t the people fmarting under the rod o f  chaftife- 
ment, and furveying the defolation which every 
where furrounds them, will ftill anfwer, that to them 
it has worked only ill. L et thofe then whofe voices 
are raifed againft the proffered Union, decide in 
earned on the part which they will chufe : if they
love their countrymen, let them fairly efpouie their
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interefls ; i f  they fear their cctàntrymen, let them 
patiently bend to the will o f England. I f  they can 
elevate their fouls to that career o f  glory, to which 
the liberty of ther country beckons them, whether 
they are victorious or vanquiihed in the conteft, 
they will at lead enjoy the well-earned applaufe o f  
Virtuous pntriotifm : if  with fuch a caufe to fuftain, 
they cannot rife above the iow manœuvres o f  a 
party fquabbie, they may fail, or they may fucceed, 
but their failure will not be foothed by the affection­
ate voice, o f  gratitude ; their fuccefs will be hailed 
with little exultation,— 1 know not if it can juftly 
excite the wiihes of—
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