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I HAVE this inftant learned that the Lawyers
Corps are fummoned ¢ to take into confideration
bufinefs of the firft importance,” and I am given
to underftand that AN UN10N is the objet of their
confideration ; which, it is not only underftood is
in agitation, but finally to be agreed upon on the
meeting of the enfuing feflion of the.Irifh Parlia.
ment, by Commiffioners from England! I alfo un-
derftand that a pamphlet thortly, perhaps while I
write, is publifhed, and written by an Irithman in
defence of an Union; I have not feen it, and
therefore this cannot be fuppofed to meet it.—
However, I lofe no timein thus publicly exprefl-
ing my fentiments thereon, convinced that it is
the duty of every fubje&, and bis birth-right,
by the Laws, to make public his fentiments ;
the more efpecially fo, as now is the time for
the nation to-exprefs its difapprobation of the
meafure ; and when our country’s interefts are at
{take, it were more than treachery and pufillani-
mity not, as far as it is in the power of every in-
dividual, manly to come forward and oppofe a mea-
{ure {o fatal to the interefts of our country. Un-
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der this impreffion I make this appeal, and add
my fignature to it ; perhaps it may not be prudent
to do fo, when party fpirit runs fo high, and to
be poflefled of an independent mind is almoft
confidered as a crime ; however, aware that anon y-
mous productions never attra& the public atten-
tion, that a name however humble, produces that
effect ; and withing to call the attention of my
country to this meafure, I have not concealed my
name ; convinced that an Union is fraught with
injury to our beloved Sovereign, and big with
danger to the empire ; under this convition, that
it is the duty of every Irithman to remonftrate and
petition againft an Union, and exprefs his detef-

tation of it as a meafure in itfelf fo tyrannical,

and /o ungenerous on the part of England, when fbe has
an immenfe military force in the country ; let then the
capital lead the way (the example will be followed
by the reft of the kingdom) and petition ¢ The
Father of his People” againft a meafure fo replete
with calamity and deftruétion to Ireland !

Dublin, December 1, 1798.
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BEFORE we cnter upon a fubjeét of fuch
importance to Ireland, it may not be amifs to
make a few remarks on the effe¢ts an Union
had on Scotland, and {ee whether, and how far
they apply to Ireland.

SCOTLAND.

IT may be afferted, *“ an Union was highly ad-
vantageous to that country,” yet, admitting the

aflertion, how does that apply to Ireland, different
as to their local fituation? Scotland feparated but

by an ideal line from England, and as it were, a
diftant county of the fame country; if then, the
effe@s of an Union on Scotland, fo contiguous to
Britain, have been prejudicial to her, we may
infer, @ fortiori, from the infular fituation of Ire-
}aq.d,hgw much more detrimental an Union would
' prove



prove to her than it has done. to Scotland. Al-
though the Articles of Union between Eng-
land and Scotland were not carried into effe&t
until the reign of Queen Anne, yet that country
was united under James VI. of Scotland, te Eng-
land: “ Deftined by heir fituation to form one
grand monarchy.”* But will this hold good with
regard to George the Third? No——— James VI.
of Scotland . was by birth a Scotfman, and at
length effeted, (or at leaft endeavoured fo) by
his inheritance of the two crowns, the union of
the Rof and Thiftle. Not fo with Ireland, whofe
king is refident in Great Britain, and whofe le-
giflature is independent: feparated from that
country by her infular fituation, you can never
unite the Britifb Lion and Irifb Shamroc, without
the depreflion, if not deftru®ion of the latter !

If no Union had taken place in Scotland, the
natural progrefs of ecivilization throughout Eu-
rope might podibly have raifed that country to
a far more profpereus flate than itis in at pre-
fent. The pretended felicity of Scotland is com-
pletely contradi®ed by the ftrong defeription of
Charchill, the fareaftic obfervation of Johnfon,
and the cutting refletion of Macklin; fated to
perpetual fterility, that miferable country had
nothing to lofe by a connexion with any other ;

and therc.was no danger that her agriculture
would

% Vide, Dr. Robertfon’s Hiftory of Scotland.



would ‘be injured, or could, by the exclufive at-

tention to manufafures, which Britith avarice

introduced : But Ireland, nature has bleft with a

fertility of foil, which might render her the gra-

nary of Europe; fhe can gain nothing by the
emigration of a few manufaGurers from England,

and let me afk, when the very name of Englith-

man has been fo obnoxious to the late infurgents ;

- what Englith fettler would rifque his perfon or
capital, at leaft for centuries to come, in this
country? and manufalurers, even if they did
come over, would probably deem no workmen
fufficiemly fkilful, unlefs imported from Eng-
land; at all events, they would only withdraw
the peafantry from the produ&@ion of folid agri-
cultural wealth, toa precarious dependance on
fancy and fathion: add to this, that when Eng-
land vouchfafed to ally herfelf with Scotland,
it was a relief to both countrics, from a long
continuance of a predatory war, inevitable be-
tween conterminous countries

England, previous to the accomplithment of
the Scottith union, was a rifing country, the
cnvy, the admiration of Europe, formed for the
enjoyment of that opulence, and the refources
which civil liberty ever produces: Is that her
prefent fituation? with taxes amounting o a
hundred pounds a minute, and a debt of above
four hundred millions!!!'——The caufes of the

Scotch
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Scotch union *being accomplithed, were, that the

Scottifh reprefentatives in the Parliament of Scot-
land were bought; || Sawney bow’d, and bow’d,

until he kiffed the minifter’s footftool, and was

his implicit flave: an Union took place, which
laid the foundation of two fucceffive rebellions
in Scotland,t and which beggared and depopu-
lated Edinburgh.

But you may be told, «“ an Union is your
intereft,” ¢ you fhall obtain fome few con-
ceflions,” ¢ fome few trifles to divert and

take

* Lord Godolphin, Queen Anne’s;Treafurer, prevail-
ed on her majefty to grant £20,000, for purchafing the
Scotch Nobles and Gentry, to confent to the Union; and
there is {ubjoined a lift of thofe #orthies in Tindal’s Con-
tinuation of Rapin’s England, given in on oath, by the
Earl of Glafgow. Vol. 1. p. 777.

I Even at the time the Scots Parliament were deliberat-
ing on an Union, fo unpopular was the meafure, that the
common people of Scotland enraged, threatened to come
to Edinburgh, and diflolve the Parliament.

Tindal’s Continuation, Vol. IIL 7%6.

+ Since the Scottith Union, that country is curfed with
a Paper Sign, for fums however {mall—they have Three-
penny and Sixpenny Bank Notes! Has not Ireland already
fufficiently fuffered from Paper Signs—from the difficulty of
obtaining change of Guinea Notes, and the numberlefs
forgeries committed 7 But in the Machiavelian ideas of a
profligate Minifter, thofe are ftrong proofs of encreafing

profperity !



take off your attention from the effefls that will
flow from fuch a meafure” Look to the fad
hiftory of what refulied from the Union of
Scotland with England, and judge: you will
perceive it 1s written in Scottifh blood!!! Look
to the a& of the 1ft of Geo. L. c. 54. entituled “ an
ad for difarming the Highlands of Scotland,” and
«¢ all fuch perfons as, on being fummoned to give
_ ¢ in their arms, refufed fo to do, were taken and
¢ enlifted as common foldiers, to ferve beyond the
¢ feas.” This is a proof of the profperous effetts
of the Scotiith Union, and how really difgufting
and oppreffive it was to the nation at large! And
will you believe it, Irifhmen, there were natives
of Scotland found b.fe emough to alt as commif.
fioners, and acquiefce to thofe terms with Eng-
land! they foid their country for gold, and for ever
execrated be their memorics; dyed in the blood of
their fellow citizens flain in the Scotch rebellion
which their corruption and infamy brought about!
You may perhaps enquire, were the articles of
the Scotch Union kept inviolate, when figned
and effeéted ? They were not! Magnanimous, ge-
nerous Britons broke through them ere three
years had elapfed from the accomplifhment of the
Union! when it was maintained, ‘¢ that no parts
of the Union were unalterable, except thofe of
the Kirk Government and quota of taxes;” not
only this language was held in the fena'e, but
the articles of the Union were broken through by
the paﬁing of the Malt A&, violatory and fub-

b verfive
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verfive of thofe articles! Can then Ireland expeét
that inviolability that was denied to Scotland ?—
impofiible to look for it. If, when Ireland with a
Parliament, cannet fecure the independence of ,l:fiei'
trade from Britith monopolifts, or the exemption
of that trade from commercial reftriGtions, is it to

~ be fuppofed fhe can preferve the one, or countera&

the other, when fhe fhall have o Parliament, and
perhaps but 100 reprefentatives at moff, in the
Britifh fenate ? if we are to judge from Scotland
they wwill ever inviolably vote againfé their country, as
no oncyet has beenhardy enoughtoaccufeaScotch
reprefentative of ever confulting, by his influence
in the Britith fenate, the intereft of his native
land; Do Irithmen with for an union on thofe
tcrms ? If they do, let them look to Scotland, and
then let them exprefs appropriately if they can,
their deteftation of the effe@ts of an Union ! How,
let me alk is Irelandecalculated, from her infular
{itnation, to be united with England ? if it was in*
tended by nature, why did the Almighty throw
his feas betwveen England and Ircland if his di-
vine will had been that the two countriesthould be
united! had that been theintention of the Omnipo-
tent,the Irifhidea had not prefented itfelf an eternal
barrier between the two kingdoms.  What, I afk, is
the intestion of Minifters in forcingan union upon
the Irith People, have ithey not yet got enough of
rcbellion ? it may be pretty diverfion to them, it
maybe produltive of peculation and plunder to
["well the minifterial ccfler, and the wily minifter,
may
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may nod affent to it. Butin truth with the pathe-
tic exclamation of the Frogs in the Fable, ¢ It is
death tous.” “What, let me afk, is the grand!
lecurity of the people—one of the chief advan=
tages of the conftitution, and as it were the
mafter-fpring of the nation !—It is the power of "
the Reprefeniatives of the people, granting or
withholding the fupplies; as M. de Lolme for-
cibly exprefles it : “ Grievances and fupply have
“ ever gone hand in hand.” But when an Union
1s eftablifhed,. you transfer that great privilege to
another nation, whofe duty and intereft it will
be to attend to her own grievances, NoT TO
YoUuRrs. Letit not then be forgotten, that there
is an inftance on record of the Trith Parliament
paffing a Two Month’s Money Bill *! Unite
then, hardy fons of Ireland, unite and refift your
country’s downfal, fpeak it, and it is done! will
it, and you have prevented an Union!

Since fuch has been the effets of an Union
on Scotland, how mueh more deplorable, Irifh-
men, muft the effets of a fimilar meafure prove
to Ireland ; it maybe objefted, all this is very
true, but if the Parliament of England appoint
Commiffioners to treatfor an Union, with others
appointed by the Parliament of Ireland, and the
terms are finally adjufted and agreed upon by
both ; ‘where is the difficulty, or what prevents

B.2 the
* March 23d, 1789,
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the ratification of fuch an incorporating Union ?

I reply, if the Parliament of England have
given up cvery right of legiflating for Ireland,
(which they have done, by corroborating the in-
derendence of the latter in 1782), would not the
very A&, of the Parliament of England.interfer-
ing with that of Ireland, (which the Briiifh Par-
liament have over and over declared)* be a
bredch of public faith? I confefs I feel myfelf at
alofs, to know how the Britith Pasliament wizh all
its omnipotence, can, without a dereliétion of ithofe
declarations and votes {o ofien reiteiaied, appoint
Commiflioners to annul the Irith Parliament,
without the lofs of Englifh reputaiion, and honor
as a nation ? Then caft the veil of oblivion over
your animofiiies and your fufferings, wipe out
with the tear of affeétion thofe religious and poli-
tical differences thal have too long diftracted this

country, and by means of which your enemies, -

raifing themfelves on your ruins, have fo long
endeavoured in vain to difunite you, and caufe
the Irith native to fhed the blood of his coun-
tryman ! I conjure you by every tie that binds you
to your native land, to remonftrate—to aroufe
and refiftan Union with England ; isthisthe ume
for magnanimous England, like the crafiy bravo,
to give the death blow to what was called #5e¢ Inde-
pendence of Ireland! Is it generous, or is it juit in

that

* Vide, Debates in the Britifh Senate on the Affairs of Ire-
land, on the motions of the Duke of Leinfter, (am Englilh
Peer) Lord Moira, and Mr. Fox. :



that power to {eize the unfufpefting moment of
rendering you a cont¢mptible prov ince to aggran-
dize her infatiable ambition, intoxicated with her
naval fuceefles, and madly perfevering in a de-
firu&ive war, when, hadfhe the generofity, as the
has the power, fhe might effett an honourable
peace? Is this 2 period for broaching fuch a doc-
wrine, that Ireland jba// be governed by a foreign
Legiflature ? By what power or authority, T afk,
human or divine, has England to fay; ¢ Britons

" . fhall never be flaves.” ‘¢ But we willmake flaves

of Irithmen,” by what right? By none, except
the tyrant’s plea—necefiity, < by which he en-
deavours to accomplifh his devilifh ends.”  Is the
enlightened eighteenth century the period to tell
Irifhmen, ¢ Y ou muft expor? your legifiation,” and
fall fubmiffively at the feet of Britain, bumbly im-
ploring her that the willigracion/ly permit us to be
her flaves ? Is this the time when the blood ftained
banner had beenmearly planted on the towers of
the capital, but for the prevention of the Irith
yeomanry, to talk of Union? Gracious God! Is
it decent in minifters to infult, an half-butchered,
half-burned country, by propofing an Union?
" What is an Union? The Bar of Ireland declare
it ¢ an inpovation highly dangerous and inexpe-
¢ dientto deliberate at the prefent crifis.”—1 do
not hefitate to pronounce an Union to be an over-
thutw-of the Conflitution, which, when attempted
by others was feverely punifhed ; but there are
fome; it feems, that fince they have become

illummati,
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tlluminati, with to effe® the deftru&ion of the
Confiitution by an Union—An Union / Yes, of
complicated ruin, beggary and defolation! thefe
the blefled fatellites of a monftrous, unnatural
Union with England.~Having fhewn how the
effects of an Union operated as to Scotland; we
come now to other confiderations, and fhall treat
of the baneful effe@s of an Union with regard to
Ireland, in the different points as they occur.

ABSENTEES.

AN Union with England, will triple the
number of Abfentees, of which Ireland has
fo long complained, and by which fhe has fo
long fuffered. Do you complain of poverty
and of beggary? Whefe lofty caftle is that,
which yender contemptuouily frowns on the
wretched hovel (or more appropriately, as Twifs
called it, ““ a_Pig-fty”)? Oh! it is a lordly
Abfentec’s! Sece, behold the rain and the fhow
defcend throughnthe rooflefs walls of this habi-
tation of cheerlefs poverty ! Behold the wretched
~owner, attending his perithing confort, opprefled
with difeafe, overcome with calamitous poverty,
with famine ! his little Innocents, holding forth
their helplefs, infantine, unpolluted hands to the
elements, more humane than mercilefs man!
Behold the rapacious agent of the foreign Ab-
fentee has feized the hardly-carned pittance of

my
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induftry, and left the wretched family to expire!
~—Does the piture pleafe you, Irithmen?—No,
my countrymen, I will not infult, nor will I
fport with your feelings; I know the Irifh heart
too well to entertain fuch unworthy fufpicions,
and that you would exclaim ¢ Blafted be the
¢ Union that encreafes the diftrefles of our
‘ country, and curfed be he that propofes it;
“ may infamy and {peedy deftru@ion await
“ him.” No, no, we have too many Ab-
fentees already; *the drain of fpecie, in confe-
quence of them, is already too great to require
its increafe by the baneful effe@s of an Union.

POPULATION.

As the fources of the wealth of a people de-

1 pend on the exchange of manufacture for fpecie ;
no lefs do they fo on the population of a country.

What effe& then, let us ingenuoufly inquire,
would an Union have on the population of this
Country? From the unhappy effe@s of the

late unfortunate rebellion, the population of Ire-

land

* The drain‘of fpecie from this country, paid to re/den-
tial Abfentees in England, is littis fhort of Two Millions !
Commercial men affert, that in cafe of an Union, the
annual draia of fpecie paid to Abfentees, would amount 1o
near Five Millions ; add to this, how enormous the excha
on London is at prefent, and how much more {fo when an
Union would take place, which would confequently add to
the exportation of fpecie, 1F there fionld then be any lett
in the country ! ! '

nee
wr



B e
- . A F i

16
land has very materially fuffered, by thofe exe- -
cuted by the civil and military tribunals, aswell
as by the thoufands flain in the ficld of baule.
What effe@ muft not this have on Ireland ?—
It may not be immediately felt, for the harvelt
has been fown, and is fince got in ; but where is
the fturdy hufbandman, ¢ his country’s pride,”
to plant the crops, and attend to the' tillage of
the enfuing year? in yonder field of battle he
lies, < a ftiffened corfe, ftretched out, and bleach-
ing in the northern blaft ;” Where can his lofs be
fupplied? not in the military array that furrounds
you, not in the grim and terrific afpeét of Hom-
fpech’s ferocious banditti! not in the fpruce
array of the Englifh milida, or the Scotch
fencibles, with charged bayonets or ““ Cuz Six,” to
force an Union on poor cajoled Ireland! In
vain to look to hired mercenaries, for replacing
the lofs of your hufbandmen; nothing but the
confequences of peace, and the amelioration of
the Irith poor, can encourage and extend the
population of Ireland.

¢ But an Union takes place”!—Ireland ftill
bleeding at every pore, ftill difmayed by the
effeGts of terrorifm!—who will live in fuch a
countryl—the eftated nobleman? Gothic idea!
the defolated ftreets of Dublin will be ill calcu-
lated for the difplay of the golden chariot, or the
cofily retinue ; London is the place, itis only
there a gentleman can live !— Will the gentry re-

fide
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fide in Ireland? Abfurd! Bath, London, Har-
rowgale, Margate or Brighthelmftone are better
calculated for the meridian of high life, than the
rainy climate of depopulated Ireland!—Will the
mechanic or manufatturer refide in Ireland? No,
a depopulated country needs not manufadtures;
they will emigrate to America, or fome other
foil, more propitious to their undertakings, and
more grateful for their exertions.—Will the
lawyer refide in fuch a country ? The probability
is he may emigrate, if not, he may parade the
abdicated hall of the four courts, go each day
from court to court, .and quickly hear the cryer
to an empty court, vociferate, * to-morrow,
God fave the king.”—The attorney ? He may
convert his parchments into drum-hecads, be-
come bankrupt, or turn pawn-broker, the only
trade that will then flourifh!—The Phyfician ?
may publifh weckly bills of mortality, and
¢ throw his phyfic to the dogs.”— the Mufician ?
may ftrike the broken firings of Ierne’s harp
to the difcordant notes of mifery, compofe her
Lamentations, as a Dead March, with the cries of
the killed, famifhed, hanged and wounded !—

Such the confequences, and fuch the depopula-
tion attendanton an Union. .

COMMERCE.

It has been faid, “ An Union with Eng-
land would extend our commerce, the fea wo' 1d
C

then
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then be open to us ; there would then be an equa-
lization of the channel trade.” Are we fureof
that? We cannot, however, forget an addrefs
from the Commons of England * prefented to
William the Third, againft the woollen trade;
his anfwer was, ¢ He would take care what was
‘¢ complained of fhould be prevented,” which is
farther corroborated by his letter to Earl Galway+
in Ireland, dated Kenfington,, July 15th, 1698,
where among other matters, that he muft ¢ make
<« effe@tual laws for the linen manufa&ture, and
““ diftourage as far as poffible, the woollen manu-

<« falture, &e.”

(Signed) W R.

Can then much commercial advantages be ex-
pected from a country that has ever refiricted our
trade and cramped our manufatures? But, < fhe
allows us the exclufive manufaéture of linen,”
becaufe fhe cannotequal usin it! O magnanimous
England, you will at length concede us an equali-
zation of the channel trade, wonderful conceffion !

the

¥ Vide, Tindal’s Continuation of Rapin’s Hiftory of
England.

By this it will appear, that ar fo early a period as Wm. 3d-
the policy of England was to keep down the trade of this
country, left it fhould rival that of England ; which is fur-
ther eorroborated by a petition of certain towns on the
et of Wales to the Britith Parliament, complaining of the
I iflecatch ng herrings at Wexford!!'! Vide Comnlcrcial

Rettraints

4 The Earl of Galway, wasa General of K. William III.
.nd one of the Lords Juflices of Ireland. A. D, 1697.
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the Great Nation when compared to you falls
vcfy far fhort of your unbounded generofity |
You abufe France for her tyranny in robbing
Switzerland of her independence by force of the -
bayonet, and how do you actto Ireland ?withan im-
menfe military force in this country, fiill bleeding
from rebellion, you are about to annihilate her
independence, and forfooth grant her an cqua-
lization of the channel trade! You thatare fo
prompt to perceive faults in France, fall into that

very crime yourfelf, by your endeavours to anni-
- hilate Ireland as a nation ! Yet you will condefeend
to allow beggar’d, bankrupt Ireland, to partake
of your taxes, and your monftrous national-dchr,
to give a penfion to the great Duke of Wirtem-
berg, or fome other foreign potentate, and al-
low her the mighty wonderful advantage of {ell-
ing the produce of her ind.uﬁ'ry on the Jame terms,
you difpofe of yours, but the purchafe to be the en-
flaving of Ireland. !'!'! Oh, for the verfification of
a Pope, the point and force of a Swift, and the
fire of an Addifon, to panegyrize and tranfmit to
pofterity, your exalted benevolence !

But « there will be an equalization of the
channel trade:” are you fure of that? will the
footy manufa@urers of Birmingham, Shefheld,
Manchefter and Leeds confent to this, did not
their remonftrances to the Britifh Senate, firike
conviétion to the Britith Minifter, when they pe-
titioned againft Orde’s famed propofitions, while

C 2 he
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he was Secretary in Ireland, and did not the Mi-

nifter fuddenly abandon what he had as inconfide-

rately undertaken? follow their example, et Tre-
land’s voice be heard, united to its gracious King,
but mimical to Union : never let her permit an
Union perfidioufly undertaken by thofe “ who
can {mile and murder while they fmile,” to be
forced on Ireland’s virtuous fons. Let Ireland
but {peak, and /be muft be attended to.  But fup-
npofing an equalization of the channel trade, where
are your merchants? perhaps emigrated or tranf-
ported to a foreign clime, their warchoufes con-
verted into guard-rooms or prifons! where are
your manufaéturers ? perhaps undergoing a fimi-
lar fate, the refult of the diftrefles, the poverty
and the calamitous events attendant on the recent
rebellion ; even admitting England to barter con-
ceflion for an Union, asit has been already ob-
ferved, what manufaGturers would venture them-
felves, their capitals, or their families, to fuch a
diftreffed country as Ireland ? none can be weak
cnough to fuppefe it. Stripped of her popnlati-
cn, and defolated by rebellion, what concefiions
of a mercantile nature.can prove of advantage to
her ? to the thirfty, languid, fainting traveller on
Arabia’s defart fands, you may in vain offer gold
as ufclefs is it to him as the inhofpitable fand on
which he perifhes, one draught of water would
relieve him more than all that pageantry can be-
ttow, what then is offering merchandife and traf-

fic to Ireland at this moment, but infulting her?
give

Rairiat .
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give her peace, but no Union, and you prove
yourfelf her friend. Hume the hiftdrian, {peak-
ing of the ScottifhUnion, makes this remark, that
it but ¢ kept alive that mutuval hatred between
¢ the nations which had been carried to the
< greateft extremity, and required time to allay Wy
How much more applicable and more forcibly
does this obfervation now apply to Ireland, on
on the fubje& of Union, than it did then to Scot
land? England will no doubt endeavour to al-
lure Ireland by throwing out conceffions to de-
ceive the unwary, fhe may elevate the architettu-
ral column, to flatter Irith pride and folly, con
" ftrué& new ftreets and rear princely palaces! poor
compenfation for Irifh independence. The great
officers of ftate, with minds ever open to conviction,
upon the touchftone application of five or fiy
thoufand pounds a year, penfion 1o be paid by Ire-
land, will very foon difiover the expediency of an
Union ! and the walls of that Houfe of Com-
mons that fo lately refounded with the cry of
indcpendant Ireland'! confirmed by a vole of
the Britifth legiflature, will foon ring changes
-on the vaft advantage an Union will bring.——
Advantages ? ~yes, if oppreffion, mifery, bank-
ruptcy and poverty arc fuch to a nation, an
Union, will effe& THOsE ADVANTAGES. Vain
thenand filly to talk of commerce being encreai-

ed by an Union. By whom, fuppofing an equali-

zation

* Vide, Hume’s hiftory of England, Vol. VI. p. 21.
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zation of the channel trade to take place, would the
imports of manufaure and merchandife, from
the Indies and from England be confumed ? by
the fhop-keeper ? No, become a bankrupt, his
fhop clofed, he has emigrated to America. By
the Noblefle and Gentry ? No, involved in ex-
travagance and diffipation, they are. exhibit-
ing their equipages in London the emporium of
the empire, what fate then awaits the merchant
but ruin and certain bankruptey ? laden with
goods purchafed at a vaflt expence, he returns
from the Atlantic, or from the Indian ocean, he
comes to Dublin, a depopulated, beggarly town,

inhabited but by fqualidnefs and wretchednefs, a
fecond Edinburgh, rendered fuch from a fimilar

caufe, an Union with England : here is printed in
capitals,  this houfe to be fold for a third of its
value, as the fhop-keeper has become infolvent ;
there < a bankrupt’s fale!” But it may be fz2id,
““ altho’ Dublin will be ruined, Cork and W ater-
ford will be benefited!” That is in plain Englifh
to fay, we will defiroy arid cut off the head and
metrepolis of the nation, and very likely one of
the legs and arms may furvive the amputation !
O fkiltul Chirurgeons! may you never operate
upon this ifland ! But if the country be depopu-
lated by the emigration and oppreffion attendant
on an Union, in God’s name, how could any
part of the kingdom, Aowever favoured by com-
merce; flourith ? This then is the feafon, previous

to the meeting of your Parliament, boldly to fpeak
out
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out, and declare how obnoxious and detrimental
an Union would be" to Ireland. If you quietly
fubmit, without remonftrating againft it, the op-
portunity paffed by will never again return.

The motives that induce the Miniffer to effeit an
Union of Ireland with Great-Britain.

In accomplithing an Union, there are feveral
points highly favourable to the Minifter. The
Irifth Reprefentatives in the Britith Commons
would then fhare the minifterial loaves and fithes,
and like their worthy compeers, the Scotch Re-
prefentatives, fupporting the Minifter, add to his
now irrefiftible phalanx, and place him hereafter,
however corrupt, or deftructive of the liberty of
the fubje&, beyond the reach or power of parli-
amentary impeachment, which the wifdom of
our progenitors had placed in the Parliament of
England, under the laws and conftitutions of the
realm. Add to this, the fortunate, well-tim’d
excufe, that would confequently follow from an
Union taking place, of keeping an immenfe army
in Ireland. Witnefs Scotland for the proof of
this pofition: See how great the neceflity would
be of keeping down a duped and befitted nation,
that has an Union forced on it.

But thefe are not the only advantages that

will refult to the Minifter. Poor bankrupt Ire-
land muft then bear her quota of the immenfe

oyergrown national debt of England, multiplying

cvery
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every hour the war continues, and of confe-
quence, Ireland’s burden muft be enormoufly en-
creafed. The air we breathe, the light that will
then but render the mifery of Ireland confpicu-
ous, muft be taxed—the luxuries of the rich,
and even the diftreffes of the poor, to prop the
tottering pile, overpowered with the debt and
taxes of Great-Britain ! ! |——Thefe are fome of the
profperous confequences that will inevitably refult.
from the Union. Add to this too, that the na-
tion had been loud in its repeated declarations
for Parliamentary Reform and Catholic Emanci-
pation, in which, had it been unanimous, it
muft have fucceeded, and we would not now
have had to lament the recent Rebellion, and the
unhappy, but too fuceefsful attempts, to diffe-
minate bigotted diffenfions in religion, eftrang-
ing the Catholics from the Proteftants, as if we
were not the fame natives of the one and fame
foil ; but an Union will prevent both from ever
taking place, and will {o ftrengthen the coloflal
power of Minifters, that altho’ they may be as
deferving of punithment as a Strafford, they will
be placed beyond the power of Parliament.—
Let then the Proteftant and Catholic join hands ;
1t is the caufe of their country ; their difunion,
which the Minifter has fo long endeavoured to
accomplifh, (like the feparated bundle of rods)
will but weaken Ireland’s efforts, and empower
himto efiablith an Union. This is the caufe of the
Protefiant—of the Catholic—of the Prefbyterian

—of
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—of thé Quaker—of every fe&t—of all. Itis the
caufe of the Irith nation—< it Jfhall, it muft be
beard I” |

AMERIC A.

America had no legiflation when under the
power of England. When fhe had to complain
of a breach of public faith, and violation of a
folemn treaty or unjuft taxation, her complaints
muft be preferred, borne by a long navigation
acrofs the Atlantic to tHe Britith Senate ; where
her virtuous Franklin was fcoffed at, and her
complaints, by him preferred, were unattended to.
But it may be faid, how does this apply to Ire-
land ? It is anfwered, it would apply in cafe of
an Union, not as to the ¢cmparifon of the dif-
tance of the great continent of America and the
contiguity of this ifland; but it holds good fo
far, that if Ireland has.any remonfirance to make,
any petition to prefer, it muft be to the Parlia-
ment of the empire, (as it is prefumed it will
be then called) for Ireland will then have no
Parliament of her own, to fofter her manufac-
tures, her agriculture, like an indulgent parent ;
her real interefis will confequently be loft or
overlooked; in the more confequential interefts of
England ; charity will then begin at home ; none
for frurdy Irith folicitants ! !—I, eland muft then
{uffer for the juvenile indifcretions of an elder
fifter, who has fquandered her dower in de-

{furu@tive war and unfuecefsful fubfidy !
D ' Tt
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Tt is high time, then, that England fhould
Learn, and bear in mind the confequences of her
condut to America—ithe fhould ¢ remember and
fear to tranigrefs;” fthe fhould further recolle&t,
that the altually forced America to fhake off
her conneétion, and that had conciliation been
adopted, America had fiill been a part of one
great empire, and had not been wrefied from
England by the intrigues of France, and moft
probably the French revolution would net have
taken place. I here cannot but quote a part
of the ipeech of his Grace the. Duke of Grafton,
on the affairs of America; itis (if we can cre-
dit the reports of the Houfes of Parliament of
the Irith Legiflature) fo applicable to this haplefs
land, and proves how France, taking advantage
of the impolitic conduét of England, has for ever
deprived her of the continent of America. Thofe
that do not fee the analogy muft be dull indeed.
On the 31ft of O&ober, 1796, the Duke of
Grafion made a Speech in the Britith Houfe of
Pecrs, with regard to the condu& of Minifters,
of which the following is an extraé*. His Grace
enumerated ¢ the meafures of Adminiftration
““ with refpe& to America, which he declared he
““ would oppofe as long as his legs would carry
“ him to that Houfe.. He averred from autho-
¢ rity unqueftionable, that they bad driven the

““ Provincials 1o feck protetion from our natural
¢ enemies :

. * Vide Parliamentary Debates in the Britith Senate,
A. D. 1756,



 enemies : that France had all along fupplied
 them with arms, and every kind of military
¢ ftores ; that a Member of the Congrefs was now.

““ refident at Paris, and a&ually in treaty with
¢ that Court.”

-~

Would not one imagine they were reading a
part of the Report of the Secret Committee of
Ireland ? If then fuch has been the conduét of
England (to exprefs his Grace’s words) * as 1o
¢ drive the Provincials to feek proteclion from our
“ matural enemies,”” while France was under a
Monarchic government, how, letme atk, would
not, might not the meafure of an Union, drive
the people of Ircland (which God avert) 1o feck
protection jfrom our natural enemies, even under a
Republican form of government; that has alrcady
effeéted fo much, that has and is aiming all its
energies againft England, and that has fo very
far excelled, in its fuceefles whatever had been
attempted by Monarchic France? But it may be
-{aid, ¢ as France has made thofe attempts, bet-
¢ ter to be united to England than to France.”
But how are we in this dilemma? Where the
neceffity of being added, a contemptible province
to either? Add to this, if an Wnion with the
former, was to prove the very dire®@ means of
eftranging us from, and uniting us to, the lat-
ter, how impolitic would it be in Great-Britain,
merely to indulge her national pride, by the fa-
crifice of Irifh independence, and run the rifque

D2  of
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of Ircland’s {eparation from England for ever ? Is
it generous, then, noble, prudent or pohuc,
for England to difguft the people of Ireland who
had remained fo faithful to England during a
formidable rebellion, when it had been by the in- -
furgents, confidered as treafonable toaét fo ? let
England anfwer, and let England recolleét that
but for the yeomanry and the majority of the
people of Ireland, fhe would now have had to re-
gret the lofs of, inftead of propofing an Union
to, Ireland, and this country had now been a re-
public, feparated probably. from England for
ever ! Oh, grateful Englifhmen how can I {uf-
ﬁcmntly exprefs the opinion and feelings of the
people of this country atcondu& fuch as this!
Is then the obnoxious meafure of an Union,
the way to preferve Ireland to England ¢

¢ Credat Judeus Apella, non ego™.

It is however true, an Union with England will
but confirm our Union, and will uniteall, royalifts
and others, to oppofe oppreflion! DBegin then,
redoubted England, confirm an Union, and you
will INDISSOLUBLY HAVE ESTABLISHED
ours: Recolle&, my countrymen, that the
Ameérican tea-tax and flamp-a&, fhone as ftars,
to liberate the Americans from-a code of bond-
age; and fimilar caufes, both in the phyfical
-and political world, have invariably been pro-
?u&ive of fimilar effeéts.
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It has been afferted, ¢ Now is the time for an
¢ Union with England; in time of peace we
« could not effe it.”—It has been as properly
replied, < The advantages you feize hold of in
¢« time of war, of forcing an Union againft the-
¢ inclination and withes of a people, are ditho-
¢ pourable, and if you dare not propound it in

time of peace, you fhould not endeavour to
¢ effett it in time of war.”

€c

At this moment England has been fucsefsful s
fluthed and vain of her naval operations, Englith
pride is up ; but it does not follow that Ireland 1s
to be facrificed to that pride: England hasnow
an immenfe army of mercenaries 1in this
country; and may think herfelf certain of fuccels
in her own political arithmetic. But let her re-
colle&, ¢ the race is not to the fwift, nor the
battle to the ftrong;” let her too recolleét that
political lifeis chequered with misfortunes as well
as that of the individual, that the tide of ill-for-
tune may turn, and in future wars, Ireland be-
come the bone“of contention, if not a colony to
France, (if we are to judge from the many and

‘recent attempts of that power) when difgufted
by an Union with England. Recollett, then,
.my beloved countrymen, that I have thewn, (or
at leaft endeavoured to do fo) that Scotland has not
benefited by the Union, that even if the has, it does
not apply to Ireland. That your abfentees will be
tripled, to the irretrievable dewriment of our na-

tive
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tive land—that our commerce will not be in-
crealed even from an equalization of the channel
trade, that our manufaGures will not bé benefited
by Englifh fettlers, as they will not in all probabi-
lity come over to fuch a diftraéted country —that
our commerce muft confequently decreafe from
emigration, attendant on that opprefiive meafure,
an Union. Poverty and oppreflion being the ever
unvarying caufes of emigration. How abfurd then
- toexpe&twealthy fettlers to give uptheir comforts,
and come to Ireland ? I have farther fhewn the
motives that induce the minifter to accomplith
this meafure, it being ever the wifh and the
interelt of every minifter to effe® it.——J have
fhewn how America, through the impolitie
conduét of his Majefty’s Minifters, has been
alienated from the imperial diadem ; and have
pointed out .3e probable refult of the attempts
of the enterprizing Republic—France, thould an

Union be effeéted. .

The decifion refls with you, whether you will
leave a poffibility of our being annexed to
France, at a future period, or remain as you are
- already, united to our moft gracious Sovereign,
and to England; or 4afely furrender your Rights
to Englilh menopolifis, by not refifting an
Union. | It refts with you, it refts wifh thefe that
call themfelves your reprefentatives ; if they do
not Jzll your Rights, they canNoT BE BOUGHT,

and confequently an Union cannot be eftablifhed.
But
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But fhould the Irith Parliament take upon them-
felves to annihilate the Conftitution of the Lords
and Commons of Ireland,+ (by an A& of incor-
porating Union) this a& would, ip/o faife, be
vold and null; AND THE RIGHT OF CHOOS-
ING A FORM OF GOVERNMENT WOULD
AGAIN REVERT TO THE BODY OF THE
PFOPLE AT LARGE.*

People of Ireland then, thofe I mean whofe
love for Ireland bas not yet been fold, whofe affec-
tion bas not been corrupted, and whofe honour
has not been purchafed; on you do I call,—
fpeak boldly out!—This is the time; now or
never. If you are indifferent, you are undone.
Addrefs then, our beloved Sovereign, and petition
againft an Union. JRELAND’S UNITED VOICE,
in peals of thunder [ball then be heard, 1T sHALL
BE HEaARD—at laft firike convi®ion, and ftun
the domineering Minifter, with Ireland’s empha-
tic exclamation of—NO UNION!'!

¥ Vide Locke on Government.

1+ Evén under the government of defpotic France, the
Tiers Etats were affembled on queftions of magnitude and
importance, to collett and make known the fentiments of
the people; and in Holland, even under the Stadtholder,
affembly of the Statés General were called to afcertain the
will of the people.-~Why fhould not the withes of the
people of Ireland be known on a queftion of fuch import-
ance to the people and to pofterity, as an Union—and
why, or how could the Parliament of Ireland mortgage Irith
independence to Britifh monopoly?!!!

THE END.
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