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P R E F A C E .

I H A V E  this inftant learned that the L a w y e rs  
Corps are fummoned “  to take into confideration 
bufinefs o f  the firft importance,”  and I am given 
to underftand that a n  U n i o n  is the objett  o f  their 
confideration ; w hich ,  it is not o n ly  underftood is 
in agitation, but finally to be agreed upon on the 
meeting o f  the enfuing feffion o f  the Irijh Parlia
ment, b y  Commiflioners from England ! I alfo u n 
derftand that a pamphlet fhortly,  perhaps w h ile  I  

"  write ,  is publiihed, and written b y  an Iriihman in 
defence o f  an U n i o n ;  I  have not feen it, and '
therefore this cannot be fuppofed to meet i t__
However, I lofe no time in thus p u b l ic ly  exprefT- 
ing m y  fcntiments thereon, convinced that it is 
the d u ty  o f  every fubjeft ,  and his birth-right, 
by the Laws, to make p u b lic  his fentiments ; 
the more cfp ccia l ly  fo, as now is the time for 
the nation to exprefs its difapprobation o f  the 

meafure ; and when our cou n try ’s interefts are at 
ftake, it were more than treachery and pufillani- 
m ity  not, as far as it is in the power o f  every  in

dividual,  manly to come forward and oppofeam ea- 
fure fo fatal to the interefts o f  our country.  U n -
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dcr this imprefiion I  make this appeal, and add
m y  iignature to it ; perhaps it m ay not be prudent 
to do fo, when party fpirit  runs fo high, and to 
be poffefled o f  an independent mind is almoft 
confidered as a cr im e;  however, aware that anony
m ous produótions never attraól the p u b lic  atten
tion, that a name however hum ble,  produces that 
effeéi ; and w iih ing  to call  the attention o f  m y  
cou n try  to this meafure, I  have not concealed m y  
name ; convinced that an U n io n  is fraught with  
in ju r y  to our beloved Sovereign, and b ig  w ith  
danger to the em pire  ; under this convi& ion,  that 
it is the d u ty  o f  every  Iriihman to remonftrate and 

petition againft an U n io n ,  and exprefs his detef- 

tation o f  it as a meafure in i t fe lf  fo tyrannical,  
and fo ungenerous on the part o f England, when Jhe has 
an immenfe military force in the country ; let then the 
capital lead the w a y  (the example w i l l  be followed 
b y  the reft o f  the kingdom) and petition “  T h e  

Father o f  his P eo p le ”  againfl a meafure fo replete 
w ith  calam ity  and deftru&ion to Ireland !

Dublin, December I, 1798.
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N O  U N I O N !
& c. & c.

I ^ E F O R E  we enter upon a fubjett  o f  fuch 
importance to Ireland, it may not be amifs to 
make a few remarks on the effe&s an U n io n  
had on Scotland, and fee whether,  and h o w  far 

they  a p p ly  to Ireland.

S C O T L A N D .

I t  m ay be aflerted, “  an U n io n  was h i g h l y  ad
vantageous to that c o u n try ,”  y e t ,  admitting the 
aifertion,how does that a p p ly  to Ireland, different 
as to their local fituation? Scotland feparated b u t  
b y  an ideal line from England, and as it were,  a 
diftant county  o f  the fame cou n try  ; i f  then, the 
effe&s o f  an U n io n  on Scotland, fo contiguous to 
Britain, have been prejudicial  to her, w e  m ay  
infer, a fortiori, from the infular fituation o f  Ire

land,how m uch more detrimental an U n io n  w o u ld
prove
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prove to her than it has done to Scotland. A l 
though the A r t ic le s  o f  U n io n  between E n g 
land and Scotland were not carried into effeót 
m u i l  the reign o f  Q ueen  A n n e ,  yet  that cou n try  
was united under James V I .  o f  Scotland, to E n g 
la n d :  «  Deftined b y  their fituation  to form one 
grand m onarchy.” * B u t  w i l l  this hold good with
regard to G eorge  the T h i r d ?  N o------ James V I .
o f  Scotland was b y  birth a Scotfman, and at 
length e ffe a ed ,  (or at leaft endeavoured fo) b y  
h is  inheritance o f  the two crowns, the union o f  
the Rofe and Thijlle. N o t  fo with Ireland, whofe 

k in g  is refident in Great Britain,  and whofe le 
gislature is independent:  feparated from that 
coD ctry  b y  her infular fituation, y o u  can never 
uniie  the Britijh Lion and Irijh Shamroc, w ithout 
ihe  deprcffion, i f  not deftru&ion o f  the latter !

I f  no U n io n  had taken place  in Scotland, the 
natural progrefs o f  c iv il ization  th ro u gh o u t  E u 
rop e  m ight po i l ib ly  have raifed that c o u n tr y  to 

a  far more profperous ftate than it is in at pre- 
fent. T h e  pretended fe l ic i ty  o f  Scotland is c o m 
p le te ly  co n tra d ia ed  b y  the ftrong defcription o f  
C h 'archil l ,  the farcaftic obfervation o f  Johnfon, 

and the cuttin g  refteaion  o f  M a c k l in  ; fated to* 
perpetual fteril ity ,  that mifcrable co u n try  had 

nothing  to lofe b y  a connexion w ith  an y  other ; 
and there was no danger that her agriculture

w o u ld

*  V i d e ,  D r .  R o b e r t f o n ’s H i f i o r y  o f  Scot land.



w ould  be injured, or could  ̂ b y  the exclufive at
tention to manufa&ures, w hich  Briti ih avarice 
introduced : B u t  Ireland, nature has bleft with a 
fertil ity  o f  foil, which  might render her the gra
n a ry  o f  Europe ; ihe can gain nothing b y  the 
emigration o f  a few manufa&urers from England, 
and let me aik, when the very  name o f  Englilh-  
man has been fo obnoxious to the late infurgents; 
what E n gli ih  fettler w ould  rifque his perfon o r  
capital,  at leaft for centuries to com e, in this 
cou n try?  and m anufaaurers,  even i f  th e y  did 
com e over, w ould  probably  deem no workm en 
fufficiently ik i l fu l ,  unlefs imported from E n g 
land ; at all  events, they  w o u ld  o n ly  withdraw 
the peafantry from the produ ftion  o f  folid agri
cu ltu ra l  wealth, to a precarious dépendance on 
fancy  and faihion : add to this, that when E n g 
land vouchfafed to a l ly  h e rfe lf  w ith  Scotland, 
it was a re l ie f  to both countries, from a  loBg 
continuance o f  a predatory war, inevitable b e 
tween conterminous countries

England, previous to the accom pliihm ent o f  
the Scottilh union, was a rifing cou n try ,  the 

e n v y ,  the admiration o f  E u ro p e ,  formed for the 
enjoym ent o f  that opulence,  and the refources 
w h ic h  c iv i l  l iberty  ever produces:  Is that her 

prefent fituation? w ith  taxes am ounting  *> a 
hundred pounds a minute, and a debt o f  above 
four hundred millions ! ! !------ T h e  caufes o f  the

Scotch
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Scotch union * b e ing  accom plifhed, were, that the 
Scottifh reprefcntatives in the Parliament o f  Scot
land were b o u g h t;  || Sa w n e y  b o w ’d, and b o w ’d, 
u n ti l  he kiiled the minifter ’s footftool, and was 
his im p lic it  flave : an U n io n  took place, w h ich  
laid the foundation o f  two fucceflive rebellions 
in Scotland,-]- and w h ic h  beggared and d epop u
lated E dinbu rgh.

B u t  y o u  m a y  be told, “  an U n io n  is y o u r  
intereft,”  “  y o u  ihall obtain fome few con- 
ceflions,”  “  fome few trifles to divert and

take

*  L o r d  G o d o l p h i n ,  Q u e e n  A n n e ’s , ' T r e a f u r e r ,  p r e v a i l 

ed on h e r  majefty to g r a n t  ^ 2 0 ,0 0 0 ,  f o r  p u r c h a i in g  the 

S c o t c h  N o b l e s  and G e n t r y ,  to c o n fe n t  to the U n i o n ;  and 

there is iubjo ined  a lift o f  thofe  W'orthies in T i n d a l ’s C o n 

t i n u a t i o n  o f  R a p i n ’s E n g la n d ,  g i v e n  in on  oath ,  b y  the  

E a r l  o f  G l a f g o w . -------V o l .  I I I .  p .  7 7 7 .

[[ E v e n  at the  t im e the  Scots  P a r l i a m e n t  were  del iberat

i n g  on an U n i o n ,  fo u n p o p u l a r  was the m eafure ,  that the  

c o m m o n  peo ple  o f  Scot land  en rage d ,  th reatened  to c o m e  

to  E d i n b u r g h ,  and d i i lo lve  the  P a r l iam e n t .

T i n d a l ’s C o n t i n u a t i o n ,  V o l .  I I I .  776.

f  S in c e  the Sco t t i ih  U n i o n ,  that c o u n t r y  is c u r fe d  w it h  

a Paper Sign , f o r  fum s h o w e v e r  fm al l— they have  T h r e e 

p e n n y  and S ix p e n n y  B a n k  N o t e s !  H a s  not  Ireland a lread y  

fu ff ic iently  fuffered f r o m  P aper  Signs— f r o m  the diff iculty o f  

o b t a i n in g  ch an g e  o f  G u i n e a  N o tes ,  and the  numberlefs 

forgeries  c o m m it t e d  ? B u t  in the M a c h i a v e l i a n  ideas o f  a 

profl igate  M in i i t e r ,  th ofe  a r e  i l r o n g  p ro o f s  o f  encreaftng 
prtfperity /



take o ff  y o u r  attention from the effefts that w i l l  
flow from fuch a meafure.”  L oo k  to the fad 
hiftory o f  what rcfulicd from the U n ion  o f  
Scotland with England, and ju d g e :  you w i l l  
p e r c e i v e  it i s  written in Scouifh blood ! 1 ! L o o k  
to the aft o f  the ift  o f  Geo. I. c. 54. cntituled “  an 
a d  for difat ming the Highlands of Scot land and 
“  all fu ch  perfons as, on being fummoned to give 
<c in their arms, re f j fed  fo to do, were ta.ks»n and 
** enlifted as common foldiers, to fervc beyond the 
“  feas.”  T h is  is a proof o f  the profperous effefts 
o f  the Scouifh U n ion ,  and how really d ifgt ft ing  
and opprcfli'-e it was to the nation at large! A n d  
w il l  you believe it, Irifhmen, there were natives 
o f Scotland found b.Je enough to aft as commif- 
fioncrs, and acquicfce to thole terms with E n g 
land! they foid their country for gold, and for ever 
execrated be their memories, dyed in the blood o f  
their fellow citizens ilain in the Scotch rebellion 
w h ich  the'r corruption and infamy brought about ! 
Y o u  may perhaps enquire, were the articles o f  
the Scotch U nion  kept inviolate, when figncd 
and effefted ? T h e y  were not 1 Magnanimous, ge
nerous Britons broke through them ere three 
years had elapfed from the accompliihment o f  the 
U n io n  1 when it was maintained, “  that no parts 
o f  the U nion were unalterable, except thole o f  
the K i r k  Government and quota o f  laxes not 
o n ly  this language was held in the fena:e, but 
the articles o f  the U n ion  were broken through b y  
the paifmg o f  the M alt  A f t ,  violatory and fub-

B  vcrfive
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verfive o f  thofe articles ! Can then Ireland expeót
that inviolability  that was denied to Scotland ?_
impoflible to look for it. If, when Ireland with a 

Parliament, cannot fecurethe  independence of  her 
trade from Briti ih monopolifts, or the exemption 
o f  that trade from commercial reftri&ions, is it to 
be fuppofedihe can preferve the one, or counteradl 
the oiner, w hen ihe ihall have no Parliament, and 
perhaps but 100 reprefentatives at mojl, in the 
B rit i ih  fenate ? i f  we are to ju d g e  f ro m  Scotland 
they w ill ever inviolably vote againjl their country, as 

no one yet has been hardy enough to accufea Scotch 
reprefentaiive o f  ever confulting,  b y  his influence 
in the B rit i ih  fenate, the intereft o f  his native 
land ; Do Irifhmen wifh for an union on thofe 
terms ? I f  they  do, let them look to Scotland, and 

then let them exprefs appropriately  i f  th e y  can, 
their deteftaâon o f  the effects o f  an U n io n  ! H o w , 

let me a!k is Ireland calculated, from her infular  
fituation, to be united with England ? i f  it was in 
tended b y  nature, w h y  did the A l m i g h t y  throw 
his feas between England and Ireland i f  his d i
vine w il l  had been that the two countriesihould  be 
united had that been the intention o f  the O m n ip o 
tent.the Ii i fh  fca had not prefented itfe lf  an eternal 

barrier between the two kingdoms. W h a t ,  I  aik, is 
the intention o f  M iniilers  in forcingzn  union upon 
the Irifh People, have ih e y  not yet got enough o f  
rebellion ? it m ay be pretty diverfion to them, it 
m a y b e  productive o f  peculation and plunder to 
iw cll  the minifteriai coffer, and the w i ly  minifter,

m ay



J P T -----  ' '

may nod afl'ent to it. B u t  in truth with the pathc- 
tic exclamation o f  the Frogs in the Fable, “  It is 
death to us.”  W h a t ,  let me afk, is the grand 
lecurity  o f  the people— one o f  the ch ie f  advan
tages o f  the conftitution, and as it were the 
maftcr-fpring o f  the nation ?— It is the power o f  
the Reprefentatives o f  the people, granting or 
withholding the fupplies;  as M . de L o lm c  for
c ib ly  expreffes it : “  Grievances and fu p p ly  have 
“  ever gone hand in hand.”  B u t  when an U n io n  
is cftabliihed,. y o u  transfer that great privilege to 
another nation, whofe d u ty  and intereft it w il l  
be to attend to her own grievances, n o t  t o  

y o u r s . Let it not then be forgotten, that there 
is an inftance on record o f  the Irifh Parliament 
pafling a T w o  M o n th ’s M o n e y  B i l l * !  U n ite  
then, hardy fons o f  Ireland, unite and refill: y o u r  
country ’s downfal,  fpeak it, and it is done! w il l  
it, and y o ü  hâve prevented an U n ion  !

Since fuch has been the effeiSts o f  an U n ion  
on Scotland, how m uch more deplorable, Irilh- 
men, mull the effe&s o f  a iimilar mcafure prove 
to Ireland ; it m ay be obje&ed, all  this is verv  
true, but  i f  the Parliament o f  England appoint: 
Commiffioners to treat for an U n ion ,  with others 
appointed b y  the Parliament o f  Ireland, and the 
terms are finally adjuftcd and agreed upon b y  

both ; where is the difficulty, or what prevents

B  2 the
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* M a rch  23d, 1789,
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the ratification o f  fuch an incorporating U n io n  ? 
I  rep ly ,  i f  the Parliament o f  England have 
gi\en up every right o f  legiflaiing for Ireland, 
(w hich  they have done, b y  corroborating ihe in- 
de e^dence o f  the latter in 1782), w o 1 la  not the 
very  A £ t ; o f  .he Parliament o f  England imerfer- 
in g  with that o f  Ireland, ( ’Ahich he B ri  iih Par
liament have over and over declared) * be a 
breách o f  public  faiih ? I confefs I feci m y fe l f  at 
a lofs, to know how the Britifh Parliament with all 
its omnipotence, can, without a deieli-tion o f  ihofe 
declarations and voLes fo oficn reiictaicd, appoint 
Com m iilioners to annul ihe Irifh Fa iiament, 

w ithout the lofs o f  Englifh  reputation, and honor 
as a nation ? T h e n  call  the veil o f  oblivion o . e r  

y o u r  anhnofuies and y o u r  fufferings, wipe out 
with  the tear o f  affection thofe religious and poli
tical differences thai have too long diftra&ed this 

c o u n try ,  and b y  means of w hich  y o u r  enemies, 
raifing themfelves on y o u r  ruins, have fo long 
endeavoured in vain to difuniie y o u ,  and caufe 

the Iriih native to ihed the blood o f  his cou n 
tryman ! I conjure y o u  b y  every tie ihat binds y o u  
to y o u r  native land, to remonftrate— to aroufe 
and refill an U n io n  with  England ; is this the time 
for magnanimous England, like the c iafty  bravo, 

to give the dea;h b low  to w hat was called the Inde
pendence o f Ireland !  Is it generous, or is it ju f t  in

that

*  V ic i î ,  Debates in the Britifh Senate  on the A f fa irs  o f  I r e 

land, on the motions  o f  the D u k e  o f  L e i n f t e r ,  (aa E n g l i fh  

Peei  ) L o r d  M o ir a ,  and M r .  F o x .
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that power to feize the unfufpe&ing moment of  
rendering y o u  a contemptible province to aggian- 

dize her infatiable ambition, intoxicated w ith  her 
naval fucceffes, and m adly  perfevering in a de* 
ftru&ive war, when, h ad ih eth e  generofity, asihe  
has the power, fhe might c f l c ô  an honourable 
peace? Is this a period for broaching fuch a d oc
trine, that Ireland Jhall be governed b y  a foreign 
Legiflature ? B y  what power or authority ,  I aik, 
human or divine, has England to fay, “  Britons 

ihall never be ilaves.”  “  B u t  we will make Haves 
o f  Iriihmen,”  b y  what right? B y  none, except 
the tyrant’s plea— neccffity, “  b y  w hich  he en
deavours to accompliih his dcvilifh ends.’ Is the 
enlightened eighteenth century  the period to tell  
Iriihmen, “ Y o u  muft export y o u r  legifiation,”  and 

fall  fubmiffively at the feet o f  Britain, humbly im 
ploring  her that fhe w il l  giaciouJJy permit us to be 
her ilaves ? Is this the time when the blood itained 
banner had been nearly planted on the towers oi 
the capital, but for the prevention o f  the Irifh 
yeom anry,  to talk o f  U n ion  ? G racious  G o d  ! Is 
it decent in minifters to infult,  an half-butchered, 
half-burned country ,  b y  propoiing an U n io n ?  
W h a t  is an U n io n  ? T h e  Bar of Ireland declare 
it  “  an innovation h ig h ly  dangerous and inexpe- 
“  dient to deliberate a. the prefent crifis.” —  I do 
not hefna.e to pronouncc an U n ion  to be an over
throw of the Conftitution, w hich ,  when attempted 
b y  others w'a- feverely puniihed ; but there are 
fome, it feems, that fince they  have becom e

illum'.nati,



illuminâti, wiih to effett the deftruftion o f  the 
Conftitution b y  an U n ion — An Union.' Yes, o f '

complicated ruin, beggary and defolation! thefe
the bleiTed fatellites o f  a monilrous, unnatural 
Unzon with E n g la n d .-H a v in g  ihewn how the 
effe&s o f  an Union operated as to Scotland, we 
come now to other confiderations, and ihall treat 
of the baneful e f fe ts  o f  an Union with regard to 
Ireland, in the different points a3 they occur.

A B S E N T E E S .

A n  Union with England, will  triple the 
number o f  Abfentees, o f  which Ireland has 
io long complained, and b y  which fhe has fo 
long fuffered. Do you complain o f  poverty 
and o f  beggary? W hofe  lofty caille is that, 
which yonder contemptuouily frowns on the 
wretched hovel (or more appropriately, as Twifs  
called it, «  a P ig-fty” ) ? Oh ! it is a lordly 

A b ic n ie e s !  See, behold the rain and the fnow 
defcend through the rocfiefs walls o f  this habi
tation ofcheerleis  poverty! Echold the wretched 
owner, attending his periihing confort, opprefled 
with difcafe, overcome with calamitous poverty, 
with famine I his little innocents, holding forth 
their hclpieis, infantine, unpolluted hands to the 
elements, more humane than mercilefs man! 
Behold the rapacious agent o f  the foreign Ab- 
fcntee has feized the hardly-earned pittance o f

m y
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induftry, and left the wretched fam ily  to expire ! 
— Does the pidlure pleafe y o u ,  Irilhmen ?— N o ,  
m y  countrymen, I  w il l  not infult, nor w i l l  I 
fport with  yo u r  feelings ; I  know  the Iriih heart 
too w ell  to entertain fuch u nw orthy  fufpiçions, 
and that y ou  w ould  exclaim “  Blafted be the 
“  U nion  that encreafes the diftreffcs o f  our 
“  country,  and curfed be he that propofes i t ;  
“  m ay infamy and fpeedy deftru&ion await 
“  h im .”  N o ,  no, we have too m any A b 
fentees a lready; *the drain o f  fpecie,  in confe- 
quence o f  them, is already too great to require  
its increafe b y  the baneful effe&s o f  an U nion.

P O P U L A T I O N .

A s  the fources o f  the wealth o f  a people de
pend on the exchange o f  manufacture for fpecie ; 
no lefs do they fo on the population o f  a country.  
W h a t  eifedt then, let us in genuo ufly  inquire,  
w ould  an U n ion  have on the population o f  this 
C o u n try ?  From  the u n happ y  effetts o f  the 
late unfortunate rebellion, the population o f  Ire

land

*  T h e  drain o f  fpecie f ro m  this c o u n t ry ,  paid to ref-de fi
lia l  Abfentees in England ,  is l itt le fliort o f  T w o  M i l l i o n s  ! 

C o m m e r c i a l  men afTert, that in cafe o f  an U n io A ,  t h e  

annual dra in  o f  fpecie paid to Abfentees,  would  a m o u n t  to 

near F ive  M il l io n s  ; add to this, h o v v e n o r m o u s  the exchanoe 

on L o n d o n  is at prefcnt ,  and how m uch more fo when zn  

U n io n  would  take place, w h ic h  w o u ld  co nfequent ly  add to

the exportat ion of fpecie, if  theie  fliould then be i n v  left 
in the c o u n t r y  ! !*
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land has ve ry  materially  fuffered, b y  thofe exe
cuted b y  the c iv i l  and military tribunals, as w ell  
as b y  the thoufands (lain in the field o f  battle. 
W h a t  effeft m a i l  not this have on Ireland ?—  
It  m ay not be im m ediately  felt, for the harveft 
has been fown, and is fincc got in ; but where is 
the fturdy huibandman, “  his c o u n tr y ’s pride,55 
to plant the crops, and attend to the tillage o f  
the enfuing y e a r?  in yonder field o f  battle he 
lies, “  a ftiffened corfe, ftretched out,  and b le a ch 
i n g  in the northern blaft W h e r e  can his lofs be 
fupplied? not in the m ilitary  array that furrounds 
y o u ,  not in the grim  and terrific afpeét o f  H om - 
fp ech ’s ferocious banditti ! not in the fpruce 
array o f  the E n gli ih  militia, or the Scotch 
fencibles,  with charged bayonets or £t Cut S i x ”  to 

force  an U n io n  on poor cajoled Ire land!  In 
vain to look  to hired mercenaries, for replacing 
the lofs o f  y o u r  huibandm en; nothing b u t  the 
confequences o f  peace, and the amelioration o f  
the Irifh poor,  can encourage and extend the 

population o f  Ireland.

cc B u t  an U n io n  takes place” ! — Ireland û i l l  
b leeding at e v ery  pore, ft i l l  d ifm ayed b y  the 

effects o f  terrorifm !— who w i l l  live in fuch a 
c o u n t r y ! — the eftated nobleman ? G oth ic  idea! 

the defolated ftreets o f  D u b lin  w i l l  be i l l  calcu
lated for the difp lay  o f  the golden chariot, or the 
co f t ly  retinue ; London is the place, it is o n ly  
there a gentleman can live !— W i l l  the gentry re-

fide
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lkle in Ireland ? A b fu r d !  Bath, London, Har
row gaie, Margate or Brighthelmftone are better 
calculated for the meridian o f  high life, than the 
rainy climate of depopulated Ireland!— W i l l  the 
mechanic or manufacturer refide in Ireland? N o ,  
a depopulated country needs not manufactures ; 
they w il l  emigrate to A m erica ,  or fome other 
foil ,  more propitious to their undertakings, and 
more grateful for their exertions.—  W i l l  the 
lawyer refide in fuch a country? T h e  probability  
is he m ay emigrate, i f  not, he m ay parade the 
abdicated hall of the four courts, go each day 
from court to court, and q u i c k ly  hear the crye r  
to an em pty court, vocifcrate, cc to-morrow, 
G o d  fave the king.55— T h e  attorney ? He may 
convert his parchments into drum-hcads, b e 
come bankrupt, or turn pawn-broker, the on ly  
trade that w i l l  then flourifh!— T h e  P hyfic ian  ? 
m ay publifh  w e e k ly  bills  o f  mortality,  and 
“  throw his phyfic  to the d o g s ” — the M ufician  ? 
may ftn kc  the broken firings o f  Icrnc?s harp 
to the difcordant notes o f  m ifery,  compofe her 
Lamentations, as a Dead Alcirch, w ith  the cries o f  
the kil led,  famifhed, hanged and w o u n d e d !—  
Such the confcquences, and fuch  the depopula
tion attendant on an U nion.

C O M M E R C E

It has been faid, c< A n  U nion with  E n g 

land w ould  extend our commerce, the fea wo Id

C -  then



then be open to us ; there would then be an equa
lization o f  the channel trade.”  A re  we fure o f  
that? W e  cannot, however, forget an addrefs 
from the Commons o f  England * prefented to 
W il l ia m  the Third, againfl: the woollen trade ; 
his anfwer was, “  He would take care what was 
“  complained o f  fhould be prevented,”  which is 
farther corroborated b y  his letter to Earl G a lw a y f  
in Ireland, dated Kenfington, J u ly  15th, 1698, 
where among other matters, that he mufl “  make 
“  effectual laws for the linen manufacture, and 
“  difcourage as far as poffible, the woollen manu- 
“  failure, & c.”

(Signed) W  R.

Can then much c o m m e r c i a l  advantages be ex
pelled from a country that has ever reftri£led our 
trade and cramped our manufactures ? But,  “  ihe 
allows us the exclufive manufacture o f  linen,”  
bscaufe ihe cannot equal us in it ! O  magnanimous 
England, you  w il l  at length concede us an equali
zation o f  the channel trade, wonderful conceflion !

ihe

* V id e ,  T i n d a l ’s Continuation  o f  R a p in ’s H i f to r y  o f  

England.
By this it will appear,  that at fo early a period as W i n ,  3d' 

the policy o f  England was to keep down the trade o f  this 

country,  left it fliould rival  that of England ; which it> fur
ther corroborated  by a petition o f  certain towns on the 
o n ' ft <,f Wales  to the Britifh Parliament,  complaining o f the

L 'f i  catch ng herrings at W e x fo r d !! !------ V id e  Com m ercia l

Rctlramts
f  The Earl o f  G a lw a y ,  was a General o f  K .  W il l ia m  I I I .  

and one of the Lords JulUces o f  Ireland. A .  D. 1697.



the Great Nation when compared to y o u  falls  
very  far ihort o f  you r  unbounded generofity \ 
Y o u  abufe France for her tyranny in robbing 
Switzerland o f  her independence b y  force o f  the 
bayonet, and how do you aft to Ireland Pwithanim- 
menfe military force in this country,  flill bleeding 
from rebellion, y o u  arc about to annihilate her 
independence, and forfooth grant her an equa
lization o f  the channel trade! Y o u  that arc fo 
prompt to perceive faults in France, fall  into that 
v e r y  crime yourfc lf ,  b y  y o u r  endeavours to anni
hilate Ireland as a nation ! Y e t  y o u  w i l l  condefcend 
to allow beggar’d, bankrupt Ireland, to partake 
o f  yo u r  taxes, and y o u r  monftrous national-dcbt, 
to give a penfion to the great D u ke  o f  W irte m -  
berg, or fome other foreign potentate, and a l 
low her the m ig h ty  wonderful advantage o f  fe l l
ing the produce o f  her induftry  on the fame terms 
y o u  difpofe o f  yours ,  but the purchafe to be the cn- 
ilaving o f  Ireland. ! ! ! O h ,  for the verif ication o f  
a Pope, the point and force o f  a Swift ,  and the 

fire o f  an Addifon,  to panegyrize  and tranfmit to 
pofterity, y o u r  exalted bencvolcnco !

B u t  “  there w i l l  be an equalization o f  the 
channel trade are y o u  fure o f  that ? w i l l  the 
footy manufefturers o f  Birm ingham , Sheffield 
Mancheiter and Leeds confent to this, did not 
their remonftrances to the Britiili Senate, i lr ike  
convi&ion to the Britiih M iniiter,  when they pe

titioned againft O rde’s famed proportions,  w hile

C  2 he
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he was Secretary in Ireland, and did not the M i- 
nifter faddenly abandon what he had as inconfide- 
rately undertaken? follow their example, let Ire
land’s voice be heard, united to its gracious King, 
but inimical to Union : never let her permit an 
U nion perfidioully undertaken b y  thofe “  who 
can fmiLe and murder while they fmile,”  to be 
forced on Ireland’s virtuous fons. Let Ireland 
but fpeak, andJhe muû be attended to. But fup- 
pofing an equalization o f  the c h a n n e l  trade, where 
are your merchants ? perhaps emigrated or trans
ported to a foreign clime, their warchoufes con* 
verted into guard-rooms or priions ! where are 
y ou r  manufacturers ? perhaps undergoing a fimi- 
lar fate, the refult o f  the diftreffes, the poverty 
and the calamitous events attendant on the recent 
rebellion ; even admitting England to barter con- 
ceiTion for an Union, as it has been already ob- 
ferved, what manufa&urers would venture them- 
felves, their capitals, or their families, to fuch a 
diftreffed country as Ireland ? none can be weak 
enough to fuppofe it. Stripped o f  her populati
on, and defolated b y  rebellion, what conceffions 
o f  a mercantile nature can prove o f  advantage to 
her ? to the thirfty, languid, fainting traveller on 
Arabia’s defart fands, you  may in vain offer gold 
as ufelefs is it to him as the inhofpitable fand on 
which he periihes, one draught o f  water would 
relieve him more than all that pageantry can be
llow, what then is offering merchandife and traf
fic to Ireland at this moment, but infulting her ?

give
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give her peace, but no U n io n ,  and y o u  piove 
y o u rfe lf  her friend. H um e the hiftórian, fpeak 
ing o f  th eScott i fhU nion,  makes this remark, that 
it b u t  “  kept alive that mutual hatred between 
“  the nations w hich  had been cairied to t îc 
« greateft extremity, and required time to allay i t . ’ * 
How m uch more applicable and more forcib ly  
does this obfervation now a p p ly  to Ireland, on 
on the fubjeft  o f  U n ion ,  than it did then to Scot 
land ? England w il l  no doubt endeavour to al
lure  Ireland b y  throwing out conceffions to de
ceive the unw ary,  ihe m ay elevate the architectu
ral colum n, to flatter Iriih pride and to l ly ,  con 
ftruft new ftreets and rear p r ince ly  palaces ! poor 
compenfation for Iriih independence. T h e  great 
officers of  ftate, with  minds ever open to convifiion, 
upon the touchftone application of five or fix  

thoufand pounds a year, pen/ton to be paid by Ire

land, w i l l  very  foon difcover the expediency o f  an 
U n ion  ! and the walls o f  that Houfe o f  C o m 
mons that fo lately  rcfounded w ith  the c ry  o f  
indépendant Ireland ! ! confirmed b y  a vote o f  
the Briii ih  legiilature, w i l l  foon ring  changes 
on the vail advantage an U n io n  w i l l  b r ing .—  
Advantages ? yes,  i f  oppreffion, m ifery ,  ban k
ruptcy  and poverty are fuch  to a nation, an 
U n i o n ,  w ill  effeft t h o s e  a d v a n t a g e s . V a in  

then and f i l ly  to talk o f  commerce being encrcaf- 
ed b y  an U nion.  B y  w h om , fuppofing an eq u ali

zation

*  V i d e ,  H u m e ’s hiftory o f  E n glan d ,  V o l .  V I .  p. 2 t .
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nation o f  the channel trade to tak ep lace ,  w o u ld  the 
imports o f  manufacture and merchandifc, from 
the Indies and from England be confumed ? b y  
vhe ihop-keeper ? N o ,  becom e a bankrupt, his 
ihop clofed, he has emigrated to A m erica .  B y  

the Nobleffe  and G e n try  ? N o ,  involved in ex- 

tiavagance and diflipation, they  are exhibit
ing their equipages in London the em p oriu m  o f  
the empire, what fate then awaits the merchant 
but ruin and certain b an krup tcy  ? laden with  
goods purchafed at a vaft expence, he  returns 

'from  the A t la n t ic ,  or from the Indian ocean, he 
comes to D u b lin ,  a depopulated, b e gg a r ly  town, 

inhabited but b y  fqualidnefs and wretchednefs, a 
fécond E d inb u rg h ,  rendered fu ch  from a fimilar 
caufe, an U n io n  with  England : here is printed in 
capitals,  “  this houfe to be fold for a third o f  its 
value, as the ihop-keeper has becom e infolvent ; 
there a b an kru p t ’s fale !”  B u t  it m ay be faid, 

cc a ltho5 D u b lin  w i l l  be ruined, C o r k  and W a t e r 
ford w i l l  be benefited !”  T h a t  is in plain  E n g l i ih  
to fay,  we w i l l  deftroy and cut of! the head and 

m etropolis  o f  the nation, and very  l ik e ly  one o f  

the legs and arms m ay  furvive the amputation !
O  ik i l fu l  C h iru rgeo ns  ! m ay y o u  never operate 
upon this iiland ! B u t  if the cou n try  be d epop u
lated b y  the emigration and opprcffion attendant 
on an U n io n ,  in G o d 's  name, how  cou ld  a n y  

part o f  the k ingdom , however favoured b y  com- 
liieice, flourifh ? I his then is the feafon, previous 

to the meeting o f  your Parliament, b o ld ly  to fpeak

out
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out, and declare how obnoxious and detrimental 
an U nion w ou ld  be '  to Ireland. I f  y o u  q u iet ly  
fubmit, without remonftrating againft it, the op
portunity  paifcd b y  w il l  never again return.

The motives that induce the Minifter to effeft an 
Union o f Ireland with Great-Britain.

In accomplifhing an U n io n ,  there are feveral 
points h ig h ly  favourable to the M inifter.  T h e  
Iriih Reprefentatives in the B rit i ih  Com m ons 
w ould  then fhare the minifterial loaves and fifties, 
and like their worthy compeers, the Scotch R e 
prefentatives, fupporting the M inifter,  add to his 
now irreiiftible phalanx, and place h im  hereafter, 
however corrupt, or deftru&ive o f  the l iberty  o f  
the fubjeft,  beyond the rcach or power o f  parli
amentary impeachment, w h ich  the wifdom  of 
our progenitors had placcd in the Parliament o f  
England, under the laws and conftitutions o f  the 
realm. A dd to this, the fortunate, w e l l- t im ’d 
excufe, that w o u ld  con fequ ently  fol low from an 
U n ion  taking place, o f  keeping an immenfe arm y 
in Ireland. W itn e fs  Scotland for the p r o o f  o f  
this pofuion : See how great the neceflity w ould  
be o f  keeping down a duped and befotted nation, 
that has an U nion forced on it.

B u t  thefe are not the o n ly  advantages that 
w i l l  refult to the Minifter. Poor bankrupt Ire
land muft then bear her quota o f  the immenfe 

overgrown national debt o f  England, m u lt ip ly in g

every



ever y  hour the war continues, and of  confe- 
quence, Ireland’s burden muit be enormouily en- 
creafed. T h e  air we breathe, the light that will  
then but render the mifery o f  Ireland confpicu- 
ous, mu ft be taxed— the luxuries o f  the rich, 
and even the diftreiTes o f  the poor, to prop the 
tottering pile, overpowered with the debt and 
taxes o f  Grcat-Britain ! ! !— Thefe are fome o f  the 
projperous confequences that w il l  inevitably refult 
from the Union. A d d  to this too, that the na
tion had been loud in its repeated declarations 
for Parliamentary Reform and Catholic Emanci
pation, in which, had it been unanimous, it 
muft have fucceeded, and we would not now 
have had to lament the recent Rebellion, and the 
unhappy, but too fuccefsful attempts, to diffe- 
minate bigotted diffenfions in religion, eftrang- 
ing the Catholics from the Proteftants, as i f  we 
were not the fame natives o f  the one and fame 
foil ; but an Union will  prevent both from ever 
taking place, and will  fo ftrengthen the coloiïàl 
power o f  Minifters, that altho5 they may be as 
deferving o f  puniihment as a Strafford, they w ill  
be placed beyond the power o f  Parliament.—  
Let then the Proteftant and Catholic join hands ; 
it is the caufe o f  their country ; their difunion, 
which the Minifter has fo long endeavoured to 
accompliih, (l ike the feparated bundle o f  rods) 
w i l l  but weaken Ireland’s efforts, and empower 
him to efiablifh an Union. T h is  is the caufc o f  the 
Proteftant— o f  the Catholic— o f  the Preibyterian

— of



— o f  the Q uaker— o f  every f c £ — o f  all. It is the 
caufe o f  the Iriih nation— “  it Jhall, it mujl be 

heard!”

A M E R I C A .

A m erica  had no legiflation when under the 
power o f  England. W h e n  fhe had to com plain 
o f  a breach of public  faith, and violation o f  a 
folemn treaty or unjuft taxation, her compláints 
muft be preferred, borne b y  a long navigation 
acrofs the Atlantic  to the Briti ih  Senate ; w here  
her virtuous Franklin  was fcoffed at, and her 
complaints, b y  him preferred, were unattended to. 
B u t  it may be faid, how docs this ap p ly  to Ire
land ? It is anfwered, it w ou ld  a p p ly  in cafe o f  
an U n io n ,  not as to the comparifon o f  the dif- 
tance o f  the great continent o f  A m e r ic a  and the 
contiguity  o f  this ifland ; b u t  it holds good fo 
far, that i f  Ireland has any remonftrancc to make, 
an y  petition to prefer, it m uft  be to the Parlia
ment o f  the empire, (as it is prcfumed it w i l l  
be then called) for Ireland w i l l  then have no 
Parliament o f  her own, to fofter her manufac
tures, her agriculture, l ike  an indulgent parent ; 
her real interefts w i l l  confequently  be loft or 
overlooked, in the more conjequential interefts o f  
England ; charity  w i l l  then begin at home ; none 
for fturdy Iriih folicitants ! !— L  eland muft then 

fuffer for the juvenile  indifcretions o f  an elder 
fifter, w h o  has fquandcrcd her dower in de-
ftru il ivc  war and unfuccefsful fubfidy  I

D I t



It is high time, then, that England fhould 
learn, and bear in mind the confequences of  her 
conduét to America— ihe fhould ctf remember and 
fear to tranfgrefs;”  ihe fhouId farther recolleft, 
that ihe actually forced America to fhake off  
her connexion, and that had conciliation been 
adopted, America had ftill been a part o f  one 
great empire, and had not been wrefted from 
England b y  the intrigues o f  France, and moft 
probably the French revolution would not have 
taken place. I here cannot but quote a part 
o f  the fpeech o f  his Grace the Duke o f  Grafton, 
on the affairs o f  America ; it is ( i f  we can cre
dit the reports o f  the Houfes o f  Parliament o f  
the Irifh Legiilature) fo applicable to this haplefs 
land, and proves how France, taking advantage 
o f  the impolitic conduft o f  England, has for ever 
deprived her o f  the continent o f  America. T hofe  
that do not fee the analogy muft be dull indeed. 
On the 31ft o f  Oótober, 17*76, the Duke o f  
Grafton made a Speech in the Britifh Houfe o f  
Peers, with regard to the conduit o f  Miniilers, 
o f  which the following is an extrait*. His Grace 
enumerated cc the meafures o f  Adminiftration 
<c with rcfpeit to America, which he declared he 
<c w ould oppofe as long as his legs would carry 
“  him to that Houfe. He averred from autho- 
“  r ity  unqueftionable, that they had driven the 
cc Provincials to Jeek protcdion from our natural

u enemies :

*  V i d e  Parl iamentary  Debates in the B i i t i ih  Senate,
À .  D .  1776.
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<c enemies : that France had all along fupplied  
<c them with arms, and every kind o f  military 
“  flores ; that a Member of the Congrefs was now. 
cc rejident at Paris, and aélually  in treaty with 
cc that Court .”

W o u l d  not one imagine they were reading a 
part o f  the Report o f  the Secret Com m ittee  o f  
Ireland? I f  then fuch has been the con d a ft  o f  
England (to exprefs his Grace's words) “  as to 
cc drive the Provincials to feek protection from our 
“  natural enemies , ”  while  France was under a 
M onarchic  government, how, let me aik, w o u ld  
not, might not the meafure o f  an U n io n ,  drive 
the people o f  Ireland (which G o d  avert) to J'eek 
protection from our natural e?iemies, even under a 
Republican form  of government, that has already 
effeited fo much, that has and is aiming all its 
energies againft England, and that has fo very  
far excelled, in its faccciTes w hatever had been 
attempted b y  M onarchic  France? B u t  it m ay be 
-faid, as France has made thofe attempts, bet- 
“  ter to be united to England than to France.”  
B u t  how are we in this dilemma ? W h e r e  the 
neceifity o f  being added, a contemptible province 
to either? A d d  to this, i f  an U n io n  with  the 
former, was to prove the very  direft  means o f  
eftranging us from, and uniting us to, the lat

ter, how im politic  w ould  it be in Great-Britain, 
m erely  to indulge her national pride, b y  the fa* 

crifice o f  Irilh independence, and run the rifque
D  2 o f
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o f  Ireland’s feparation from England for ever ? Is 
it generous, then, noble, prudent or politic, 
for England to difguft the people o f  Ireland, who 
had remained fo faithful to England during a 
formidable rebellion, when it had been b y  the in- 
furgents, coniidered as trealbnable to a£l fo ? let 
England anfvver, and let England recolleit that 
but for the yeomanry and the majority o f  the 
people o f  Ireland, fhe would now have had to re
gret the lofs of, initead o f  propoiing an Union 
to, Ireland, and this country had now been a re
public,  feparated probably from England for 
ever ! Oh, grateful Engliflimen, how can I fuf- 
ficiently exprefs the opinion and feelings o f  the 
people o f  this country at conduit fuch as this ! 
ts then the obnoxious meafure o f  an Union, 
the w ay to prefervc Ireland to England ?

“  C red a t  Judeus Apel la ,  non ego” .

It is however true, an Union with England will  
but confirm our Union, and w il l  unite all, royalifts 
and others, to oppofe oppreffion ! Begin then, 
redoubted England, confirm an Union, and you
w ill  I N D I S S O L U B L Y  H A V E  E S T A B L I S H E D

o u r s : R e co ile d ,  m y countrymen, that the 
American tea-tax and ûamp-a£l, ihone as ftars, 
to liberate the Americans from a code o f  bond
age ; and fimilar caufes, both in the phyfical 
and political world, have invariably been pro
ductive o f  fimilar effects-\ I

»



It has been aliened, “  N o w  is the time for an 
«  U n ion  with  England ; in time o f  peace we 
«  could not effeÛ it.” — It has been as properly  
replied, “  T h e  advantages y o u  feize hold o f  in 
«  time o f  war, o f  forcing an U n io n  again ft the 
«  inclination and wiihes o f  a people, are difho- 
“  nourable, and i f  y o u  dure not propound it in 
«  time o f  peace, y o u  ihould not endea\our to 

“  eife& it in time o f  war.”

A t  this moment England has been fuccefsful ; 
flufhed and vain o f  her naval operations, E nglifh  
pride is up ; but it docs not fol low that Ireland is 
to be facrificed to that pride : England has now
an immenfe arm y o f  mercenaries in this 
coun try;  and m ay think h erfe lf  certain o f  fuccefs 
in her own political arithmetic. B u t  let her re
c o i l e d ,  “  the race is not to the'fwift,  nor the 

battle to the ftrong let her too r e c o i le d  that 
political life is chequered w ith  misfortunes as w e l l  
as that o f  the individual,  that the tide o f  ill-for- 
tune m ay turn, and in future wars, Ireland b e 
come the bone o f  contention, i f  not a c o lo n y  to 

France, ( i f  we are to ju d g e  from the m any and 
recent attempts o f  that power) w hen difgufted 
b y  an U n io n  w ith  England. R ecollcét ,  then, 
m y  beloved countrym en, that I have ihewn, (or 
at leaft endeavoured to do fo) that Scotland has not 
benefited b y  the U n io n ,  that even i f  ihe has, it does 
not a p p ly  to Ireland. T h a t  y o u r  abl'entees w i l l  be 
tripled, to the irretrievable detriment o f  our na-
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live land— that our commerce wil l  not be in- 
creafed even from an equalization o f  the channel 
trade, that our manufadures will  not be benefited 
b y  Engliih fettlers.as Lhey w ill  not in all probabi
lity  come over to fuch a diiha&ed country— that 
our commerce muft confequently decreafefrom 
emigration, attendant on that opprefuve meafure, 
an Union. Poverty and oppreiEon being the ever 
unvarying caufes o f  emigration. How abfurd then 
to e xp e d  wealthy fettlcrs to give uptheir comforts, 
and come to Ireland ? I have farther ihewn the 
motives that induce the minifter to accompliih 
this meafure, it being ever the wifh and the 
intereft o f  every minifter to efTed it.— I have 

ihewn how Am erica,  through the impolitic 
conduft o f  his M ajefty ’s Minifters, has been 
alienated from the imperial diadem ; and have 
pointed out ,:ie probable refult o f  the attempts 
o f  the enterprizing R e p u b l ic - F r a n c e ,  ihould an 
Union be effeéied.

The deciiîon reils with you ,  whether you w ill  
leave a poffibility o f  our being annexed to 
France, at a future period, or remain as you  are 
an ead v ,  united to our moil gracious Sovereign, 
and to England ; or bafely furrender your Rights 
to Engliih monopolies, b y  not refilling an 
Union. It refts with you, it refts with thofe that 
call themfelves your representatives ; i f  they do 
not f e l l  your Rights, they c a n n o t  b e  b o u g h t , 

and confequently an Union cannot be eftabliihed.

But
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B u t  ih ouldth e  Irifh Parliament take upon them- 
felves to annihilate the Conftitution o f  the Lords 
and Com m ons o f  Ireland,-]- (b y  an A S . o f  incor
porating LTnion) this aót w ould ,  ipfo fa fto , be 
void and null  ; a n d  t h e  r i g h t  o f  c h o o s 

i n g  A  F O R M  O F  G O V E R N M E N T  W O U L D  

A G A I N  R E V E R T  T O  T H E  B O D Y  O F  T H E  

P F O P L E  A T  L A R G E . *

People  o f  Ireland then, thofe I mean whofe 
love for Ireland has not yet been fold, w hofe affec
tion has not been corrupted, and whofe honour 
has not been purchafed ; on y o u  do I  call ,—  
fpeak b o ld ly  o u t!— T h is  is the t im e ;  now  or 
never. I f  y o u  are indifferent, y o u  are undone. 
Addrefs then, our beloved Sovereign, and petition 
againft an Union. I r e l a n d ’ s  u n i t e d  v o i c e ,  

in peals of thunder Jhall then be heard, i t  s h a l l  

b e  h e a r d — at laft ftrike conviótion, and i lu n  
the domineering M inifter,  with  Ireland’s empha
tic exclamation o f— N O  U N I O N ! ! !

*  V i d e  L o c k e  on G o v e r n m e n t .

f  E v e h  under the g o v e r n m e n t  o f  defpotic  F r a n c e ,  the 

Tiers Etats were  aflembled on queft ions o f  m agnitude  and 

importance,  to  collect  and make k n o w n  the fentiments  o f  

the  people ; and in H ol land ,  even under the Stadthold er ,  

aflembly o f  the States G e n e ra l  w ere  called to a fce r ta in  the 

wil l  o f  the people.— W h y  f l u u l d  not the wiihes  o f  the 

people o f  Ireland be k n o w n  on a queftion o f  fuch i m p o r t 

ance  to the people and to pofter ity ,  as an U n i o n — and 

w h y ,  or h ow  could  the Parliament o f  Ireland mortgage Iriili 
independence to B i i i i f h  m o n o p o ly  ?! ! !

T H E  E N D
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