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bb HILE the annals of Ireland exift, and

we truft they will be long-lived as the world
itfelf—the beloyed name of -

HENRY GR AT a4k
THE SAVIOUR OF AIS COUNTR Y|

Wil appear imprinted in golden charalers ,
and with a facred enthufiafi, the Irith pa-
triot will pronounce a benelidtion on the
man, as he reads of his glarious atchieve-
ments. Ages pafs away, and generations
perifh, ere a genius emergds from the mafl
of mankind té give liberty to a nation ;
encrgy of mind ahd refolution of foul—a
nice perception £§ difcern the aufpicious
moment, and _a.yém‘qn’s promptitnde to ftize
it—thefe are requifites he muft have from

Nature angd thefe,” Nature, with a liberal’

hand, has given to Mr. Grattan Envy
ever treads upon the heels of Meit—the
Father of the Chriftian Religion has bad his
maligners-<the founder of Poctry his had his
Zoilug-:l;hd the Author of Irifh Indepen-

dc:fé his afperfers—the em'aq:;tions_, of a

‘gteat-mind give birth to forry defamers, as
NS the
&
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- the dews of the morning to mufhrooms : " it
" is no wonder, therefore, that foul-mouthed
Fa&ion fhould attempt to gnaw Mr. Grat-
tan’s chara&ter—but it bites agaigi’g a file—
Like a firm oak it will remain——and 1f
obliged to bear the blafts of Calamny—Ilike
the firm oak, it has ffamina to rc’ﬁ;ﬁ' them
all. g

The following Chara&er of ‘Mr. Grattan,
extracted from a Work of confiderable me- |
rit, publifhed 1n 1789, will, it is hoped, be
not unacceptable to the Public, as the beft
preface we can give to his Letter to his Con-
fituents, on retiring from Parliament. - -

The emancipators of nations, and the deliverers of their
native land fromepolitical thraldom, are juftly entitled to the
warmeft retributions-of gratitude which the liberality of
mankind can pay, both on account of the importance of the
benefit, and the general difficulty of its atchievement. To
roufe the languid, to inflame the cold, and to infpire the fpi-
ritlefs, is not the work of common talents or inferior {ouls
—but of tranfcendent abilities, emulous of diftin&ion by
deathlefs deeds, and of fuperior genius invigorated by ge-
nuine patriotifm. To perceive the happy moment for ren-
dering their exertions effe€tual, and to feize on the fortu-
nate opportunity which the revolution of time and of acci-
dents, has produced for giving decifive efficacy to their ef-
forts, -are inftances of fagacity and forefight, of opportune
refolution and vigorous determination in the higheft degree

laudable ; whichmay be extolled, butcannot be exaggera-
ted.
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ted. Somanyooncunent circumftances are requifite te
fhake off the yoke of long-confirmed ufurpation, to infufe
a contempt of threatened menaces without infringing fra-
ternal aﬂ-'e&noq, andto elevatea. people from the meannefs
of obfequuousf%rwhty toall the dignity. of independense,
tha.t to combine thefe circamitances, to dire their operas
tion, and to moderate their cnergy, are marks of fuchmerit
as d;fcrvcdly clalms the ampleft and richeft civic meed that
can recompenfe the worthy citizen.

Mr. GRATTAN Is certainly one of the moft conf? cu-
ous ornaments of the Irifh Senate. Tohis manlv and per-
fevering exertions do we owe an independent Legiflature,
and the gratitude of the nation for the boon, though teiti-
fied with a munificence becoming its fpirity, by no means
exceeded the meafure of his deferts.

As a public fpeaker, Mr. Grarman’s voice is thin,
fharp, and far Enmapowdfub notdevoid of a variety of
rones, but thefe neither rich nor mellow ; and though net
harth, its want of an harmonious modu!ataon is often firi-
king. Unequalto impaflioaed energy it is fhrili when it
fhould be commanding, and inwits, fower noics, is fome-
times {carcely audible, from its'hollownefs of found. His
management of it, is but ill adapted to remedy its natural
defefls or to fupply its defisiencies, as he allows it to fpa-
tiate at large, unreftrained by .any carb from rule; now
raiﬁng it to an elevation that it cannot beat, and then fink-
ing it to a depthiwhere s diftant murmurs can be barely
guelfed at. His language is lofty, magnificent, copious,
and pecu{quy hlﬁnwn Not tricked out with the gandy
drefs of poetic phrafes, nor fatiguing the attention wirh
pompolp terms, high-founding, but unmeaning, bar fa-
mihiarl combmmg ftrength with beauty, concxllnef's with
ornamenr, and fubllmuy with elegance. Adapted to the

enceof the occafion itisnow a wide~{preading .eonfia-
i;?;ﬁ, and anon a concentered fire : now abundant angd
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fplendid, then brief and pointed ; cquaﬂy fitted ta mﬁru&
delight, or agitate ; to foothe the foul to peace, or to awa—
ken and aroufe all its cxalted and clevated energ-e;. Eu
delivery admirably accords with thc ﬁgfe of bls ratory H
never languid, or infipid, orcold but aJwayS a
pleafing warmth, expreffive of f‘ee?mg and mpa;tufgfpmt
whilft his pronunciation, generaﬂy cotre&, thongh fre- .
quently rapid, is never crowded or rednndam, but diftiné&
and articulate, leaving gmple fpace for ﬁrebgth and propric-
ty of emphafis. Inhis manner, life, anh’nquqn and ardour.
predominate, andthat tofuch a degree that they fafcinate
the prejudiced, and invigorate the torprd From their im-
pulfe Proftitution forgets for a morent the voice of the Mi-
nifter, and the influence of place, pe_nf' on and peerage have
but an enfeebled hold on the half- revivéa carcafe. All arg
confcious of a' new-born fpark of patriotic fire, that with
the rapidity of the ele&rrcfﬁhck and afas | too with its
thort-lived duration, darts from breaft to breaft. With com-
prehenfive intelligence embracing a great abje&®, not
ca!ching atits parts.bydetail, he takes in the whole at one
glance, and fees inftantly the pivot whereon it turns with
almolt intuitive acutenefs,  [n argument he is ftrong,
pointed, ¢lofé; and conchifive, never deviating from his
fubject, neverfiraving in ftarch of extraneous matter, but
esplaining with fuecefs what he underftands with facility.
1ic conduéts not the mind to the conclufion he aims at by a
tong chain of abitrufe difquifition, but guides it with feem-
Hy Ldrﬂ through the pleating path of natural illuftration,
Uy esv man thinks he could reafon like him, but'”whcn_ at..
tempted it is found to be the bow of Ulyffes,  In the refura-
tion of his opponents he puts forth all his might and
accumulates his force to overwhelm and opprefs them ; but
his'fuperinr greatnels i1s moft apparen: when he enforces
what cannot be dented ; when he defends the rights of a
nation; when he pourtrzys the hopes, the 1cars, the ex-

pe&tations
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pedations of a magnanimous people§ when he threatens
the vicious and appals the proud 3 when he pronounces the
panegyric of departed excellence ; then, indeed, .he i
magnificent; fublime, and pathetic,

His fund of kaowlcdge is great, and his diligence of ac-
quifition” flill greater ; hence the matter of his fpeeches is
everof the firft impréffion, Early in life diftinguithed as
one of the beft fcholars in the Univerfity of Dublin, which
had the honour of his education, no time fince has been
loft to increafe his firft acquirements, and to add to claffic
and fcientific lore, a competent fkill in the law, a profound
acquaintance with the conftitution, and a maftery of polite

¢ literature. Thus to every fubjed of difcuffion, he comes
perfe@ly prepared, familiar with what it requires, and in-
ftantly bringing it forth as the contingence demands ; in-
ftruting the youthful and delighting the aged with the ma-
ture fruits of a capacious mind, rich ip its native produce
and richer from careful cultivation. T his Parliamentary
condu@ we have already alluded, and it is only neceffary
to add, that he took the moft decided lead againft Mr.
Orde’s noted commereial Propofitions, fupporting with abi.
, lity, unufual even in him, the trade and the liberty of
Treland.
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TO

- My Fellow-Citizens of Dublin.

)

PR

'f e

I THANK you for paﬁ favours ; I have found
inyou a kind and a gracious Mafter—you have

found in me an unprofitable Servant ;—under that
impreflion I beg to affure you, that fo long as the
prefent ftate of Reprefentation in the Commons
Houfe continues, fo long muft T refpectfully decline
the honour of fohcmng at your hands a feat in that
Aflembly.

On this principle it was I withdrew from Par-
liament, together with thofe with whom I a&t—
and I now exercife my prlvﬂege, and dlfcharge my
duty in communieating with my Conftituents, at
the eve of a General Election, fome fay an imme-
diate Dlﬂ'olutlon, when Tam to render back a tmf’f,
which, until Parliament fhall be reformed I do
not afpire to re-affume. The account of the moft
material partsof my condud, together with the
reafon of my refolution, will be the fubject of this
Letter.

* When 1 fpeak of my conduét; I mean that
adapted\:i.n common and 1In concert with the
.y B othe
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other Gentlemen. We fhould have felt our
felves deficient in duty if we had not made one
effort, before the clofe of the Parliament, for
the refloration of domefiic peace, by the only means
by which it feemed attainable—conciliation ;—and
if we had not {ubmitted our 0pinions,'ho'wcvcr
fallab]e, and our anxieties, however infignificant
on a fubjeét which, ‘in its exiftence, thook your
ftate, and in its confequcnces, muft fhake the em-
pire. Our opinion was, that the origin of the evil,
the fource of the dlfcontcnt, and the parent of the
difturbance was to be traced to an ill-fiar'd and- de-
firudtive endeavour on the part of the Mnmﬁer of
the Crown to give to the Monarch a power Wthh |
the Conftitution never 1ntpnded to render th¢
King in Parliament every ‘ﬂung, and the chple
~ nothing ; and to work the  People completely out
of the Houfe of Commons, and in their place to feag
and effablifh the Chief Magiftrate ahfolute -and . ir-
refiftible. It appearcd to us that a Mmlﬁer guilty
of fuch a crime, 1s as much a traitor to the Confti-
tution, as the Pe0p]e would be to the I\mg, if they
thould advance in arms, and place thelr leader on
the Throne ; ; more guilty of treafon in _equity and
juftice—becaufe in thém it would be only 1 rcbelhon
againft their creature, the ng—but in the other,
it would be rebellion againtt his creator, the People :

- m—]t occm red to us, that in this country the oﬁ'encc
would be ftill hlgher, becaufe in this country, it
would be the introduétion nét only of a defpotic,
but of a foreign yoke, and the revival of that greag.

gqueliion
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queftiori which in 1782 agitateéd this doun‘ﬁy’,’ and
which, till your Parliament - fhall be reformed,
muft agitate this country for ever; we thought fio
Irifhman=—we were fute no honeft Irifiman would
ever be in heart with Government, fo long 4s the
Parliament of this country fhall be influented by
the Cabinet of England, and were convinced, that
the People would not  be the more re,c:d,ﬂ?éﬂgti to a
foreign yoke, becaufe re-impofed by “the-help of
their owri countrymen j as long as they thitk this
" to be the cafe, we were convinced fﬁlj@ﬂlhate the
Adminiftration, and the Adminiﬁratﬁn will hate
themn ; on this principle we recolieét the Parlia-
ment of this coi_mﬁ’y: p?eﬂgt-d their livésand fora
tunes in 1782—though fome feem tb have thought
better of it fince, and are ready to pledge their lives
and fortunes againft this principle:  We could not
ferioufly believe that the people of Treland were
ready to refift the legiflative ufurpation of the
Britifli Parliament; in whofe ftation the greatnefs
of the tyrant would have qualified the condition of
the flave—and that the fame people were now ready
to profirate themfelves to the legiflative ufurpation
of another body—a Britith Cabinet<a humi-
liated and a tame tyrant. We recolleGted to
have heard that the friends of Miniftry had la:
mented that England had not aéceded to the Ames=
tican claim of exclufive legiflature~—and afterward
' attempted to reseftablith Britifh dominion, by in-
| fluencing the American Affembly. We faw the

Minifiry purfue that very plan toward lrelind
B 2 which
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which they regretted they had not reforted to in the

‘cafe ‘of America. We need not repeat the parti-
‘culars—but we faw the refult tobe, on the mind
of the people, a deep-rooted and eftablifhed difcon-

tent and jealoufy, and we conceived that whatever

_confpiracies exifted in any extent pf degree, pro-
ceeded from that original and parent confpiracy in

the Minifter to fubvert the Parliamentary Conftitu-

tion, by the influence of the Crown. It appeared
to us,. that the difcontent and difturbance fo

created, was greatly en_g)re_é‘_ﬁfed. by another caufc,

the treatment of his Majefty’s Catholic fubjects.

:It 18 "tlh;\a -bpiﬁﬁeifs- of _tﬁ_,c ,_Miniﬂera _to' obferve the

changes of: the, national  Apirit, 2s much as the

changes of foreign combinations ;—it was the mif-

fqrgup‘é‘c_if our Muﬁﬁry that they never attended to

thofe - changes P ".they' did not perceive that the re-

Jigious principle and temper, as well as the politi-

cal, had _updefg_one on the Continent, in America,

and in Ir'e._la'nd, a fundamental alteration ; that'the

“example of America had" had- prodigious effeét ou
Europe ; the example and doétrine of Europe had
‘had no effect on America ; they did not fee that in
confequence of that caufe (there were other caufes
alfo) the Irifh Catholic of 1792 did not bear the
fmalleft refemblance. to the Trifh Catholic of 1692 ;
that th;_é influence of Pope, Prieft, and Pretender
were atan end.—Other dangers, “and other influ-
ences might have arifen—new objects and new paf.
‘ﬁons‘;é-;the mind of the people is nicver ftationary—
the mind of courts is often ftagnaut—Dbut thofe
® new
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new dangers were to be provided againft in a man.
ner very different from the provifions made againft
the old. Indeed, the continuation of the old fyf:
tem of fafety approximated and fecured the new dan.
ger—unfortunately our Minifters did not think fo

they thought—they faid that the Irifh Catholic, not-
withftanding the American revolution, notwithftan-
ding the French Revolution, religious as well aspoli-
tical, was ftill the bigot of the laft century—that with
refpeét to him the age had ftood frill~that he was
not imprefled with the new fpirit of liberty, but
ftill moped undér the old {pirit of bigotry, and
‘ruminated on the triumph of the crofi—the power
of Cat holic Hlerarchy, the riches of the Catholic
Clergy, and the fplendour of the, Catholic Church ;

you will find the fpeeches of the Catholic opp_o-'
nents, particularly the Minifterial declaimers, dream
on in this manner ; and youy will find from the
publications of thofe fpeeches, and of the Catholics,
that the latter had laid afide their prejudices, but
that the Minifters had ot : and one of the caufes
why thofe Minifters. alledged that Catholic mind
had not advanced was, that their own mind had
flood ftill ; the State was the bigot, and the People
the philofopher. The progrefs of the human mind
in the courfe of the laft 25 years, has,_been prodigi-
ous in Irel,a‘nd Iremember when there {carcely
' appeareda pubhcatlon in a newfpaper of any de-
gree of merit which was not traced to fome perfon
of note,’ on the part of Government or the Oppofi-
tion ;. but now a multztude of véry powerful pub-

lications
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lications appear from authors entirely unknoWn,
of profouud and fpirited inveftigation. There was
a time when all learning in Europe was confined to
the Glergy—it then advanced among the higher
orders of the Laity; and now it has gone among the
People : and when once the powers of intelleét are
pofiefled by the greater body of the nation, tis mad-
nefs to hope to impofe on that nation civil or rehgl-
ous oppreffion, particularly in thofe. whofe under-
flandings have been ftationaryy tho’ their powcr
and riches have been progrefive. The politics
of the Caftle; with the religious feuds of Ireland
had occupied and engroffed their mind-—the cve.
of that mind or the intelleftual vifion had become
of courfe fubtle indeed, but extremely little~on the
other hand, the politics of Europe and. America had"
occupied the mind of the people; and thérefore
the mind of the people had become comprehen-
five—and when the former complained of the prefs
they complained of the fuperiority of the popular
underftanding; It appeared to us that the beft re-
medy was to raife the underftanding of the great
by enlarging the fphere of its actions, viz. Refor-
ming the Parliament.—But to return—The Mi-
niftry however thought proper to perfift in hofti-
lity to the Catholic body on a- falfe fuppofition of
its bigotry : the confequence of fuch an attempt
was that the great body of the Cathelics, T. mean
that part of the moft popular and energetic, difap-
pointed, fufpeéted, reviled and wearied, united

with that other great body of the reformers, and
formed
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formed a Catholic, Prefbyterian, and Proteftant
league, for the freedom of the religion, and the
free and full reprefentation of the people.—Qut of
_th_i‘s;,,leégug a new political - religion arofe, fuperce-
ding in political matter all influence of priett .and
parfon, and burying for ever theological difcord in
the love of civil and political liberty,. This is at
prefent in all political matters the Irifh religion.
What is the Irith. religion ? Unznimity againft
Defpo_tifm.g-Vi;wjng the fiate of the country in this-
light, it appeared to us tha the unconflitutional in-
fluence of the Crown, and the profeription of the
( Catholics, were the fundamental caufes of our dif.
content and jealoufy ; with thefe there exifted other
difcontents diftin from  thefe: caufes, without
thefe caufes infignificant—but with thefe caufes
creating',grnat agitation and difturbance. Two re-
medies occurred—coercion and conciliation : we
oppofedthg- former, and we propofed the latter.—
I will trouble you with our reafons: we confidered
~ the fyftem of coercion would in the firft infiance de-
firoy the liberty of the people—and in the fecond
inftance would fubyert the authoritv and powers of
- Government. Here I Beg to recur to what I have
juft obferved on the neceflity for . thofe who admi.
niﬁgr_-a country to advert to the changes that take
, Place in the temper and underftanding of the peo-
ple. Unfortunately the Miniftry, provided, for the
purpofe of making the people quiet and contented,
a fyftem of laws and proclamations, which had they
been quict before would have rendered them dif-

tl‘aé}ea. '
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fra&ed. 1 need not repeat ghem—-—We_ali‘ km‘!} .
them.—We had the barren office of giving a ﬁuft_g
lefs oppofition—we faw a fpirit of reform haJ gone
forth-—it had conquered in America—it ‘had_con-.
quered in France—both here and in Eng?ﬂﬂ it ex-
ificd, and was chiefly nourifhed and propagated by
ihe abufes of onr Government,— It z_ippi:.alfgd to

us that the beft way of ffarving that iﬁi’r’it was to
remove its food 3 far otherwife the pro‘p't;fgrs of the
plan of coercion ;—they thonght it better to feed
that fpirit and to cherifif the ‘abufes and encreafe
them ; they hoped to fortify their conftitution
again®t an epidemic diftemper, by pi'efq_l'ving un-
cured the old gouts and rheumatifms, and a hoft of
other diforders.  The power of limited ‘monar,chj
was not to be preferved by conflitutional power,
which is narurally its ally ; but by defpotic power,
which is its naturibdeath and diffolution. Inftcad
of correéting the abufes of the State, they invented
laws which wera themielves an abufe, and proclama-
tions which were an abufe alfo ; and which greatly,
tho’ filenthy, propagated the new pfinciplc.-—Thcré
are two ways by which a new princip'ie fpreads—
one is by arms—and by martyrdom the other,—
"The Mahomedan re!}g'ion was propagated by arms 3
~=it-pleafed Providence that the Chriftian religion
fhouid have been propagated by the latter.—See
whether the wifortunate choice of our Minifiérs
Fag not givento the new.principle the benefit of both
_they have fled before it abroad, and they have
tramapled on.it at heme, and giving it the double”
| recommendatiox};

B
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tecommendation of conqueft and martyrdom. This

confideration was one of my objeétions to perfift in
a war with Fiance, on account of Brabant, and it
is one of my objeltions to perfilt in a war ‘with
the Irifli' on adcount of venal boroughs. Had the -
Government ‘inftead of aggravating, reftrained
abufes, they would have put the State at the head
of a fpirit of Reform; which they could no losgér
refift, and could only hope to moderate=——it was to
fuch a policy adopted by Queen Elizabeth that the

Church of England owes prmmpaﬂy what it retains
‘of power and fplendour preferved by ‘the Govern.

ment of the eountry who took thelead in the Re.
formation—but our’s fell'iato a different project—
they ‘armed cap-apee againft a fpirit which they
eould notconfine by arms abroad or by executions
at home, and therefore inftead of being at the head
of popular meafures, they were at the tail of them ;
in the Catholic queftion, in'the place bill, in the
penfion bill; in every bill of a popular tendency—
they refilted at ' firft, “they yiclded 'at laft, re-

luétantly and imperfetly,’ and then oppofed, con-

demned and betrayed the principle of their own ac-
quiefcence—they agreed to a place bill for inftance,

and then théy muft’iplied"places manifold=~What is

the bar billorthebill that creates thirty new places for
the Gentlemen of the law ? They agreed to the firft
Catholie-bill and then proferibed the perfon of the
Catholics, and oppofe his freedom in- corporauons
«-tkey'iad before agreed to the eftablithment of
ﬁc fhdapendency of the Trith Parliament, and then

C had
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had created a multitude of officers to make that.in.
dependency a name. Itis reported to have been faid
by fome of the Minifters of England that his. Ma-
jefty’s reign has been to Ircland a courfe of concef.
fion, and it was much a fubje& of wonder that the
people of Ireland fhould perfift in their diffatisfac-
tion ;—the anfwer to thofe Minifters is obvious,
the conceflions were extorted from Minifiers by
the perfeverance of Oppofition, and they were ren-
dered abortive by the treachery of Minifters. The
recognition of our Parliamentary Rights has been
rendered abortive by unexampled exertions of bri-
bery and corruption ; ‘the freedom of our trade by
debt and war, and the eleCtive privileges of our
Catholics by a courfe ‘of perfonal perfecution, and
corporate influence—and on the whole, the benefit
of confiitutional laws, by the adminiftration of an
unconftitutional Government. When the Minif-
ters talk of their conceflions to Iveland, do they know
the conceflions of Ireland tothem? Do they know
the debt of the war ? Continue that rate of expence,
and the Englifh wars of the next century will have
the fame effec¢t as the Englifh prohibition of the
laft—they will annihilate the trade of Ireland. But
to return to the Adminiftration. They relap-
fed into their violence when they recovered from
their fears, and their {yftem has been there-
fore occafionally violent and weak, never firong
and uniform. It is an obfervation of Lord Bacon
that the fall of one of the Roman Emperors was

due not to his tyranny*nor his relaxation, but to
both
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both, and that the fluctuating fyfiem is ever fatale
’tis an obfervation of the fame, that the way to refift
the progrefs of a new fect is to correc the abufes of
the old ones. Unhappily our Minifters differed
- from Bacon—their fyftem was faithful to no one
- principle, either of violence or conceffion. We
objected that it could not now refort to unqualified
violence without Incurring all the objections bes
longing to a policy of fubmiffion coupled with a
policy of violence, and that it could not hope to
obtain the advantages appertaining to either. In
rpurfuit of fuch a fyftem the Minifiry feemed to us
to have Ioft not only their difcretion but their tem.-
per—they feemed vexed with themfelves for being
angry—they feemed to.became in 2 paflion with
themfelves becaufe they had loft their temper with
the people—ih its ftruggle with popular rights the
State like a furious wrettler, loft its breath as well
as its dignity—as if an angry father thould lofe his
témper with his child, in which cafe the old fool is
the moft incorrigible : In the mean time the enemy
feemed to underftand our fituation perfectly well,
and relied on our expences for diffolving our cre-
dit, and our intemperance for diflolving our autho-
rity ;—and at the very time when we were precipita-
ting on fuch meafures at home, we were receiving
the moft melancholy communication from abroad ;
~we faw the Minifter retreating from the enemy
ith as rapid a ftep as he advanced upon the people,
Ering back, and back, and back, while the De.
ocrati¢ principle in Europe was getting on and on, .
| C 2 ke
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like a mift at; the heels of the countryman, fmallat -
firft and lowly, but foon afcending to the»-hil}s and
overcafting the hes ifphere—Like the_qungﬁe_m
we wifhed to_provide againft this fiorm ; like the
Goyernment we withed to difarm the ‘people 3 as
the beft means of fafety, we withed to: difarm -
the people; but it was by the onlys method by
which a.free people can be difarmedz=we withed
to difagm; the, people;of their grievances, and then
their other, arms, their lefs dapggrous arms, the
bayonet,, and eyca the pike, would be retained for
no. other ufe but .tht;_].}fc'o’f the Gox:_ermnc'nt_. A
naked man oppreficd by the Stateis an armed poft, |
A few decent Bifhopsy fgnt 0 the Tower, againft
law, produced the Revolution: Mr, Hamden and
. the foux other janocent perfons arraigned by
Gharles 1. fox high-treafon, produced the civil war 3
that greyscoated man OF the green,man. fent on
board a tendery, or detained in prifon without trials
he, too, will have his political confequence.  Sens
Gible acis of violence have. an epidemic force—they
operate by {ypathy—they poflefs the air as it were
hy certain tender influences, and fpread the kin-
dred paffion. thro? the whole of the community.—
No wonder the difficulties have encrealed on the
Government | Sad experiment ! 10 blood the ma-~
giftracy with the poor man’s_ liberty, and employ
the rich,. likea pack of Government blood-hounds,
to hunt down the poor,—ACts of violence like
thefe, put an end toall law as well as liberty, OT the
affeCtation and appgarance of either.—I1n the courf
d
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of the f,eﬂ'lgn_’wclaiked to what end all this? and

~accompanied our queftion by ftating the enfeebled

refources of the country—we had mentioned at the
beginning, that the debt of the war liud been about
5,000,000l we were told it was aw error—I wifh it
had been fo—but, on examination, - that- fum
appeared {omewhat about the debt of the

war,  And it will appear, if the prefent, loans

are ﬁlfed, that the debt of the war will be near
8,000,000l. We fubmitted the effects ¢ of the
war, on the refources of the  country~and here
again it was faid we were in error 3 I wifh we had
been fo ; but at what intereft does the State borrow
money—an intereft which between man and man
would be ufury, and nearly double the former rate.
We mentioned the ftate of the revenue to have de-
clined : again were we contradiéted 3 but what is the
fa&t ? what bufinefs is flow done onthe quay >—
We did not wifh to reveal the wreana imperii, we fta-
ted nothing more than appeared from the terms pro.
pofed in the Gazette, from the returns of your Cuf-
tom-houfe, and ;_h_c jn‘intcd refolutions touching the
ftate of your manufadturcs 3 and we ftated thofe
public facts, not to damp the public confidence in
the defenceof the country, butto abate a little of
that fi'an'tjg; confidence manifefied ina determinati-
on, at the hazard of her fafety, to go on with a
{yftem of domeftic coercion, till the Minifter thould
gon&&'er}h'e People—and of foreign war, till the
fawe Minifter fhould atchieve another conqueft at

_;h_g{frfgile@f 'genei'al ruin—till he fhould, {word in

han

|
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hand, recovér Brabant ; that Minifter has found it ©
a more preffing experiment to defend Cork thantos
take Flanders, asthe Emperor hasfound it a_fafer
c\pu-lment to abandon Flanders and Italy to fave
Vienna. We mentioned thofe our objections to
fuch folly then, and 1 repeat them now, not'to damp
vour zeal againft a foreign enemy, but ta._confine
the zealof Gaverniiient to one enemy, and. to de-
precaté a fecond ¢nemy—our own.people.and a ci-
vil war added to a'foreign one.—Such was the fyf-
tcm of coercion. To oppofe a remedy is eafy ; to
propafe one 15 difficult and anxious ;'it appeared to
us that we fhould fail in duty and in candour, if;
wien we refifted the ﬁroi:;*’c of Government, we did
rot {ubinit a plan of our ¢wn, and the only plan
that appedred to us to promife peace or profe
perity,  was-———coniciliation ;——we  propofed,
accordingly the Emancipation of the Catholics and
a Reform in the Commons Houfe of Péfl:liament.'
To the firft it was objected, that {uch a meafure was
irreconcilable with the fafety of the King or the
connection with  Englard. To the firft objection
we anfwered, ‘that the capacities of three-fourths of
the people fhould not be made a perfonal compli--
ment to his Majelty, and that the pretence for taking
away thefe €apacities fhould not he the religion of
his Ma}cﬁy s alties, of his prefent fubjeéts of Canada,
of his Jate fubiects of Corfica, or a confiderable
pait of his fleet, and of a great part of hisarmy—
vhat the principles that placed his family on the -
Throne were thnfe of Liberty—And that his Irifth
fubjC&S:
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fubjects, if not convidted of felony, were entitled
to the benefit of thofe principles, and that the Ca.
tholics have in iuftice and reafon at leaft as good
a right to Liberty as his Majefty has to the Crowp.
We obferved, that the only impediment to the C-
thelic claim, as the law now ftands, was.the.oath
requiring the abduration of the worfhip of the Vir-
gin Many, andof the doctrine of the real prefence ;
that to make thefe points, at fuch a time as this,
wmatter of alarm to the fafety of the King, was to
“give an air of ridicule to the ferious. calamities in
which thofe, his Minifters, had involved him.
That fuch opirions, now abftradted from foreign
politics, it was beyond t}jc right or the power of the
State to fettle or punifhi—that Kings had no right
to enter into the tabernacle of the human mind, and
hang up there the images of their own orthodoxy ;
that the Catholics did not ing his Majefty thould
be of their religion, that his Majefty had no rizht
to exact that the Catholies thould be of his—that we
Knew. of no royal rule either for religion or matle.
matics 3 and indeed the diftance between divine and
human-n'ature'beiug infinitely the proportion in
that reference between the King and the Subiedt 1
loft, and thercfore in matters of religion-they both
are equally dark and fhould be equally Lumble -
and when Courts or Kings affume a didtation op
that fabje;: they affume a familiarity with the Al
mighty, “which,  is excefs of blafphemy as weil a5 o-
blindﬁéfm Our contemplation, the mogt prefound
oBDivine Nature, can only lead us 1o cne grea

# conclufion,
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conclufiony our owi immeafurable inanity ,m

whence we fhould fearn, that wecan never ferve
God but in ferving his creaturc, and to t_biilﬁffwe

ferve God by a profufion of prayer, whent we' de- -

grade and profcribe his creature and ‘our fellow-
creature; was to fuppofe Heaven, like the Court of
Princes, a region of flatiery, and that man can there
procure a holy conhivance at hissinhumanity, on
the perfonal application of luxurious and compli-
mentary devotion, Ory if the argument were to de-
fcend from religious to moral fiudy, furely, furely
Minifters fhould haverem embered that the Catholics
had contributed greatly to the expences of the war,
and had bled profufely fherein 3 that they them-

felves were much in debt to human nature, and.

(hould not lofe that omne opportunity of paving 2
very fmall part of ity merely by a reftoration of loy-
al fubiets (o their own inheritance, their Liberty.
We fuggefted fuch a ftep asa meafure of policy as
well as jufticey, with a view to the firength and
power of his Majefty, who was moft improperly
‘1ade a bar to fuch a conceflion. We {uggefted
that iz fituation with regard to America—to Eu-
rope—to his ailies and enemies, was critical 3 and
(Hat it was a mockery of that fituation to fuppofe
that the worthip of the Virgin Mary, or the doc-
trine of real prefence, conftituted any part of the
Royal difficulties ; that there was no fpeétre to dil-
turb the Roval imagination, but an exifting fub«
fiance—a gigantic form walked the earth at this

w.oment, who fmote Crowns with a hundred hands,
and
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- King with all his people, without diftinétion of re=,
ligion, and not to detach him from any part .of

€ 25.°)

a.ﬁ;ti opened for the fedu&ion of their fubjects a hun-
dred arms—Democracy ; and we implored Minif-:

ters againft fuch an enemy to ally and identify the

them to make a miferable alliance with Prieficraft,
whi_ch was a falling caufe, and a {uperannuated folly.
With regard to the danger offered to the connexion

~ with England from the emancipation of the Catho- .

Ii‘cs,'.v_'v‘é b_bferved, that the argument was of a moft

dangerous and infulting nature, for it amounted to
" adeclaration that the privileges of a vaft portion of
~ anation fhould be facrificed to ‘another country ;
- that it was not the old internal*queftion, whether
the privileges of one part of Ireland thould be facri-
ficed to the_ambition of the other, but whether a -
vaft defcription of the people of Ircland fhould be
facrificed to England ; we, obferved, that in this

part of the argument we need not recur to juftice_
~we might rely on policy ;3 and we afked was it the

policy of England for the purity of Irith faith to
' make experiments on Irith allegiance ? we did not
'wifh to exaggerate—but were juftified in making
this fuppoﬁtiOn-f{qppofg Ireland the feat of Go-

vernment, and that for the better fecuring the fafe- |
- ¢ & N 4 .
‘ty of _t@e King, here refident, and for the connexion .

of Great Britain with Ireland, that the Irifh fhould
incapacitate. all_the Protefiants of England ? the
fame aﬁ'e_ztiéﬁ?yhich England, on that {uppofition

twoﬁlﬂ ‘5.*

to expeét from Ireland. When Eng-

Qkkft N ! D ‘ ‘ land

qaa to the Irith, the fame affection has fhe |
h
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the Conftitutional Lawgiver ; you banifh that fa~'
‘mily for the other aéts, and you retain thdt)’éﬁ"’by
which they have banifhed the Commons. &

It was objeéted with more fuccefs that~the ‘con-
{titution of boroughs, however in theoty defective,
has worked well in fact ; but it appeared to us that
this was an hifioric error—we ftated in-anfwer to
that objection, that the birth of the borough inun.
dation, was.the deftrultion of liberty and property—
that James I. the king who made that inundation,
by that means deftroyed the titles of his Irifh fubjects
to their lands, without the leaft'ceremony—the rob*
bery of his liberty was immediately followed by the
robbery of his property.; for rely on it, the King
that takes liberty will very foon take away property
—he will rob the fubjeét of his liberty by influence,
and then he may plunder him of his property by
ftatute. Theré were at that time, the hiftorian addss
inferior grievances ; "what were they ? martial law
and extortion by the foldiers, in levying the King’s
duties—a criminal jurifdiétion exercifed by the Caf-
tle chamber, and a judicial power by the Gouncil:
Thefe inferior and thofe fuperior grievances,
amounted to no lawat all.” How could it happen,
fays the 'Hiftorian, that the King could do all this
with fo fmail an army, feize the properties of the
fubjects, and tranfport the inhabitant. .1 will pre-
fume'to conjeCture ;—the King bad another inftru-
ment, more fubtle and more pliable than the fivord -
—and againft the liberty of the fubic&t, more cold
and deadly, a Court inftrument, that murders free-

| | Lt dom
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dom without the mark of blood—palls itfelf in the
tovering of the conftitution, and in her ownco-
lours, 'and in hér name plants the dagger, a borough
Parliament : Under this borough fyitem, thé reign
of James was bad, but the next was worfe: tle
‘grievances which England complained of, under
Charlés the 1ff, were committed in Ireland alfo.—
Thofe meafures 1mean called the new Couneils—
they had been aggravated here by an atten ptto con.
fifeate the province of Connaught: therels extant

- a correfpondence on the fubjedt of Ireland, between

the King and his Deputy, Lord Strafford, of a moft
criminal and difguiting naturc 3 his Majefty begins
by profefling his general horrors of the Conftitu-
tion—he procéeds to acknowledge his particular in-
juries to the Irifh, he owned that he had defrauded
the Irith of their promifed graces, and he exprefles
his fears that they have a right in juftice to afk what
it was his interefl, as it appearcd to be his determi-
nation, to refufe. ‘His Deputy—what does he do ?
he exceeds his royal mafter in his zeal againft the
pretenfions of Iréland, A judicious Court fyco-
phant will often flatter the Court of St. James, by
Irith facrifice, whether it is the Confiitution, or
the fair name o}‘fhe‘i’country. He, the Deputy, had
faid the hifforfah, ‘two great objects—one was 1o

- fleece thev'péﬁiﬁe of Ireland and the other was to

cheat thiﬁ{—k‘o get the ‘money, and to elude the
graces. ?h‘fucceeded—why? becaule there was
anot_bgﬁ';ﬁ#third infirument, worfe than himfelf—
a bﬂrou}h Parliament—chat borough Parliament

Lo e ¥
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met—it voted fix fuoﬁdles, and redreﬁed notﬁ:}gﬁ
—this is virtue and public fpmt, in comparﬂ'onww |
what it did after—after commikting thefe cm@.’ﬁr
which the Deputy Juft!y loft his head, after having

feized part of the province of Ccnnaught—-%ter the
infliéting martial law—-—-monopohe-s—-rz;;ﬁigin army
againft law—and money to pay thag army againft
law—after fining and conhnlng agalﬁﬁ Jaw—the
borough Par liament vote that Dgpptv,an extraordi-
nary fupply, and in the preamﬁﬁ of the act they
pals on that Deputy an cxinaoidmary panegyric
mth fuch a thorough com:é‘tlon of his lnlqultv and

heir own—that they lmpeach after that: very Mi-
nifler for thofé very.acts, and recerd aproteﬁatwn
2gainft the record of their panegyricy to give way
mtl‘e meannefs of _another borough Parliament,
who, on the rettirn. of “his fanury, cancels the re-
cord of the prot,eﬁatlon to reftore the force
of the panygeric ,—maffdcre—confuﬁ011—c1v1l war
—religious fury followed mturally and of courfe—
here you fee hatched and matured the egg that
preduced the maflacre, and all that brood of
nortal eonfequences. -

The prineiples of right were roeted out of the
- land’ by 1Government, and they were, amazed at
anarchy—the barriers againft inundation were re=
moved by the Government, and they were aftonifhed
to'be overwhelmed by a popular torrent ; the prin-
ciples of robbery were planted by the Deputy, and
the Government were furprifed at the growth of
‘popular pillage—had the country Leen left to a fiate

of
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' Pﬂj,_baﬁba}pus_naturc {he could not have been foy
- fhattered and convulfed as when thus reduced to.a |
. flate of barbarous art, where the Government hady,
vitiated that Parliamentary Conftitution ; it e,
fcﬁ'ed to igﬁ*q,d_uu_e, and had introduced withﬁh;
, profefling it, influcace not civilization, had fét otfe
oi}dér of the nation in feud againft the other—had
tainted the gentry with theitch of venalit % ((there
- was bribery in thofc days aswell as violéfieg,) and
had given them ideas of vice but not ddyd of re-
- finement. 1 pafsever a hundred sand'thirty years,
» a horrid vacuum in your hiftory..of Borough Par-
liaments—fave only as it has been filled with four
horridimages in the four-fold proi¢cription of the re-
ligion, trade, of the_.j\udicativc,l_;}nd legiflative autho-
rity of the country, by the comuptetcial refirictions of
William, the penal laws of William and Anne, and
- the declaratory a& of the 6tlof -George. And I

— . W e A,
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come to the boundary of ‘the gulph where . the
| 'GQﬁﬁigutiog, beginsfto fiir and live in.an o&ennial
. bill, accompanied, haﬁger, vith and corrected by
i a court project of e‘.%"f;l’ér]iamenmry mfluence and
degradation. Thissproiect may be called a court
plan for reforming borough Patiiaments, but re-
forming th_eni-’égon the principle of popular re-
pré{entatiog%fu of 2 more complete -and perfeét

sbanifhment. of the Commons—the
FDegun to form certain combinatisns
Bwligarchy, and like weeds began to grow
nabout the doors and courts of their own
f Parliament, .and like ‘weeds it was-
. thought
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shought proper to banifh them—and as Gove
ment had before reforted to the creatlon of
roughs to overwhehn the Cqmmons, fo nw '
reforted to a new hoft of places and
overwhe!m the oligarchy. This is the fam 'ha'lf
million, or the experiment of the Caﬂle\et;gecure
the dependance of Parhameht and toprevent the
tormation of an Irifh pal"ty agamﬁ tﬂeﬂ min. :
of a Britifh Cabinet. The Court é"buf5 ‘not then,‘
like the #ft James and the ift G :_flﬁle,;, 5ommand to
rife up a new fabnc of boroughs ke a regal Pan-
demommm, to conflitute a iregffi Houfe of Com- '
mions 3 it th crefore cngcndered a young and nu-
merous family of places and .%gnﬁona to brlbe and
to buy, and to fpiit and fhattcr, and to corrupt the
ﬂthChV Fhus were the peoplc once more ex-
Tuded from the chanee of _Inﬂuencc in Parliament
;md as it were ﬂlouldered from the threfhold of
their own houfe by.a hoft of placemen and pen-
fioners, who ‘had left the caufe of the country to '
follow the fommes of the aritocracy, and now left |
the mmocr'my to foHow the fortunes of the Court
and then voted™ew loans and new taxes to f‘urm(h
wages for'tbe double apoftacy.  You had now but
Hitle to gitestip, and that little you {urrendered ;
you gave Your provifion trade by. an embargo of
76 torthe€ontractors, and you furrendered by new
Io“hs and taxes, your re\enues to the Minifter.
V oamaccompanied thefe acrifices with the unvary- -
ing-felicitations of borough Parliaments, on “the

virtues of Gov ernureni, on the great and growmg
profperi

L4
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profperity of your dountry, and her commerce,
which bring the poor progrefs of the co1111try;_y0qr
borough hiftory and that of your Chief Governors,
‘2 continuation of rapine, they have been wittily
called; to the catafirophe of %g, which found your
State a bankrupt, and your community a beggar,
and which induced Parliament to declare that
fuch has been the workings of your borough {yf-
tem, and fuch the fenfe of that Parliament refpeét-
ing it, that nothing but a free trade could fave the
country from impending ruin. I wifhl to fpeak
with all honour of the Parliament at that moment,
but muft recollett the circumftances of that mo-
ments Why did Parliament exprefs Itfelf in that
manner at that time, and demand its rights a fhort
time after ? becaufe Parliament was at thofe mo-
ments in contaé with the people; and it is the ob-
ject of the Reform that fhe thould continue in con-
taét with the people always, and with the Minifter
never, except the people fhould b¢ in contadt with
him : that Parliament declared that nothing could
fave this country from impending ruin, except a
free trade—but in declaring that it declared much
more ; it protefted againft thefe borough Parlia-
ments of a century, who had acquiefced in the lofs
of afree trade § who had fuffered the country to
be reduced to that ftate of impending ruin, for
want of that free trade—and who had becheld the
approaches of that ruin with a profufion of thanks,
and 4 regular felicitation on the growing profperity
and flowrithing commerce of a ruined country—

& E and
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and that Parliament did, by neceflary inference,
declare, to fave the country from returning to that
ftate of ruln——and it was abfolutely neceffary to_re-
form the ftate and model of thofe Borough Parlia-
ments—and therefore is an authorlty for a popular
reprefentatlon, as well as for a free tra;le—-smdeed |
it not only proclalmed the necefﬁty, but conftituted
it ; for in a fhort time after it gave th:s country a
new pohucal ﬁtuauon, wherem ﬂ}e ceafed to bea
province, and became a natlon, and of courfe it
“rendered thofe borough Parliaments thaté were ade-
"quate to the’ management of a provmce, abfurd
and 1nappln.able when that province became a
nation. ‘A province muft be governed with a
‘view to theintereft of anothier country—a nation
with'a view to her own nterett—a borough Parlia-
ment was therefore not only competent to govern a
province, but the onIy Kind of Parliament fit for
the degradation of fuch a fervice, and for that very
reafon it was the moft unfit and inadmiffible infiru-
ment in the govcrnn*ent of a nauon-—-for the prm-‘
ciple of its birth, bemg, in that cafe, oppofite to the
principle of its duty—-—the principle of its birth be-
ing court intrigue, with touched and tainted con-
tractors, and the principle of its duty bemg the de-
fence of the nation againft fuch intrigue and fuch
contraltor—the nature of Pdrhament bemg oppofed
toitsduty, or its duty to its parent being in contra-
diction with its duty to its country —-it follows that
the nation in fuch a cafe muft be reprov incialized,
rand the mdependency fuppofed to have been then
obtained
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obtained, at that period would have been only a
transfer of dependancy from the Parliament of
Great-Britain to the Court of St. James’s, in covin
and in couple with the boro ugh-brokers of Ireland $
therefore the independency of your Parliament, and
the full and free reprefentation of your people are
terms fynonimous and commenfurate. In oppofiti-
on to this hiftory, and thefe arguments fubmitted in
different thapes to the Houfe, in fupport of Parlia.
mentary Reform, it was replied, that the borough
‘conftitution had worked wellat leaft finee 1%782—
for before no man will contend for it, and that the
country had greatly advanced in commerce and ih
tillage ; and indeed as far as the ploughman and the
Weaver are c_:on_c_erned," t00 much cannot be faid to
juftify againft every charge of floth, the charadler of
the Trifhman, and to vindieate againft a vulgar error,
the native energy of a firong, hardy, bold, brave,
laborio'us,? warm-hearted, and FAITHFUL RACE
of MEN.—But as far ag that boaft goes to political
meafures, ‘we cannot fo well exprefs our deteftation
of them as by recital ; the propofitions—the new
taxes without the t;dde-—the new debt, notwith-
ftanding the new taxes—the fale of the Pecrage—the
furrender of the Eaft India trade for the re-exXport
fradc——the refufal of the re-export trade, without
fuch barter—the inequality of the channel trade,
and the prefent provincial tariff fuffered fillto ob-
tain between the two countries—8,003,000l. of loa,,
voted on account of the war, without coramercial
i;oméicnfation; liberality, or equality—the encreafe
2 E:2 of
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of offices, for the profefled purpofes of procurihg A
‘majority—=another encreafe of offices fince the place
Lill—the bar bill—the convention bill—the gun-
powder bill—the indemnity bill—the fecond indem-
nity bill—the infurreétion bill—the fufpenfion of
the habeas corpus—General Lake’s p_rp(;lJam;tioﬁ by
order of Government—=the approba;gig\i_l afforded

to that procla.mation-—-‘t_he.' fubfequent proclamation
of Government, more military, éﬁd..dcciﬁve—-—the
order to the military to act without waiting for the
civil power—the imprifonment of the middle orders
'wi{héut law—ithe detaining them in prifon without
bripging them to trial—the tranfporting them with-
out law-—burning their houfes ; burning their villa-
ges-—murdering themys crimes, many of which are
public, -and many committed which are concealed
by the fupprefiiop;of a free prefs, by military foree
—the preventing the legal meetings of counties
1o petition his Majefty, by orders ac;k.pmgvledged to
‘be given to the military to difperfe them ; fubverting
the fabjeéts” right to petitionrm1d finally, the intro-
dution of praétices not only unknown "to law, but
unknown to civilized and chriftian cpungries.;——-
5uch has been the working of the horough f}fﬁéxn :
not could fuch meafures have taken ‘pf]ac_c but for
that fyftem. - Such practices, however, have in part
been defended as acts of power, negeflary to prevent
anfurredlion, and_.'Ap;mifh'.c;(‘m"fpiragy._ But it appear-
ed to us, that in . thefe pradlices ’Gov¢rnmcnt" was
‘combating effeéis, nogaufes ; and that thofe prac-
Gices encreafe thefe caufes, and. thergfore: will en-

creafe
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ereafe thafe effects 5 that admitting cvery charge of
confpiracy_and difaffetion in its fulleft extent—
that confpiracy and difaffetion -are only effedts of
that great fundamental caufe ;—that parent confpi-
racy formed fome years ago, to procure by corrup-
tion d{:fpotfq poWé'r. That is the caufe, and that
caule 'aifis aog:c‘:rding‘to the rb_ception of its matter,
and the tempers and copftitutions to which it ap-
plies 3 and _thgfgfbre produces on fome men difloy-
élty, in foxﬁ_é‘;"‘;pumi(‘;'anifm, in fome thedpirit of
reform ; but in all, deep, great, and growing dif-
gontént_. That is tixé cgufe’ and the poifon which has
made fome men mad, andall meén fick: and tho’
the Govc;n@pnt may not be able to reflore reafon
to the mad, or loyalty to the rebublican, yet if they

mean to reffore héalth to the fick, if they mean to
reftore cénfent and confidence to all, to moft, or.to
any confiderable portion “of the people; they muft
- take away the ‘poifon, they muit remove the caufe ;
thev muft reform the Parliament. They have told
us at fome times, and at other times they have faid
the contrary, that it iS%a fpirit of plunder, not poli-
tics, that is abroad: ‘idle talk—whatever be the
crime of the prefent fpirit, it is not the crime of
theft—if fo, it‘Wff'_ré eafily put down 3 mo, it is a po-
litical, not 3 predatory fpirit ; it is the fpirit of po-
Jitical reformation, carried to different degrees—
to libertgr,_ i’r_l'fmneinﬁ:lnces—to ambition, in others
—and to-power, in others. And even in thefe cafes
where charged to be carried to confifcation, it is
¥ pwﬁéﬁ; from the charge itfelf that confifcation looks

u , to
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to politica]'vcngcancé? not private plunder ;gnqp
therefore the beft way of laying that fpirit, of what.
ever defigns or intents, is to lay the pre-exiffing {pi-
rit of unlawful power and unconftitutional influ-
ence, that has frighted the people ffoxri,_Pa'mémen_t,
and has called to our world that other potent and
uncircumf{cribed apparition,  The qu to defend
your property, is to defend yous liberty ; and the
bett method to fecure your houfe againft a Defen-
der 1s to fecure the Commons’ Houfe againft a Mi-
nifier. ¢ There was ambition, ‘there was fedition,
¢ there was violence, ‘miﬁng'iﬁ'tbe.'gubljc caufe,”
faid Lord Chatham to Mr. Flood, in a private con-
verfation, as he told ‘me, on “the cu;]-'war between
Charles 1. and his Peoplé.” ¥ There was,” faid hes
“ ambition—thére was fedition—there was vio-
“ lence—Dbut no man will perfuade me that it was
“ not the caufe of liberty on one fide, and tyranny
“ on the other.”——=So here there may be confpira,
¢y—there may be republicanifin, there may be a {pi-
rit of plunder mixing in the public caufe j—but it
is a public caufe, and let no man perfuade you that
it is not the caufe of I:berty on one fide, and tyran-
ny on the other.—The hiftorian of thefe melancho.
lvand alarming times, cenfuring perhaps both the
Minifter and the Oppofition, and cenfuring us more
for our relaxation than violence, will, if a candid
man, clofethe fad account by obferving, ¢ that on
* the wiole, the caule of the Irith diftraction of '97,'
““ was the eonduct of the fervants of Government
', endeavouring to eftablith by unlimited bribery
' “ abfolute
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“ _abfolutc power—that the fyfiem of coercion was
% a neceflary confequence, and part of the fyfiem of
“ corruption, and that the two {yftems in their fuc-
s cefs would have eftablithed a ruthlefs and horrid
“ tvranny—-tremendous, and intolerable—impofed
“ on the Senate by influence, and the people by
« arms.”—Againft fuch exccfs of degradation—
agamﬁ. any excefs whatfoever, we moved the middle
and as we thought the compcling and the falutary
meafure—-a Reform of Parliament, which fhould
give a Cﬂnftltutlon to the People—and the Catholic
Emanmpanon, which fhould give a People to the
Conihtutlon. . We fupported that meafure by the
argument herein advgnced, and we defended our-
felf by fuch, againft a-deluge of abufe conveyed in
the public prints againft us on account of that mea-
fure—and 1 re-ftate thofe arguinents, that however
the majorlty of the Hou.fe of Commons might have
been affeéted, your. undcrﬁandmg may not . be car-
ried away by fuch a torrent of invective. We urged
thefe confiderations—we tmght have added in our
defence the dangers of mwﬁon, and infurrection,
panics moft likely to incline the Minifter to concur
in fuch a meafure, which meafure feems to be our
beft, I might fay our only defence againft thofe dan-
gers and thofe panics, we might have added confi.

derations of the immenfe expence attendant on
the workmg, as 1t 1is called, of this. Borough
Conftitution: which expence may be called the
prodigality of mifreprefentation, or the huge and
gigantic profufion which the peoplefupply for turn-

P Ay llg
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ing themfelves out of‘Parhamcnt. It is well known
that the price of boroughs is from 14 to 16,0601 and
has in the courfe of not many years -increafed one-
third ; a proof at once of the extravaganice and au-
dacity ofthls abufe, which thus looks to immorta-
lity, and proceeds, unawed by the titnes and unin-
ftructed by example ; and, in moments which are
held alarming, entertains no fear,. cﬁn&ewes no pa-
nic, and feels no remorfe which pi'events the chap-
man and dealer'to go on at any rifque with his vil-
jainous liftle barter, in the very fockings and frown-
ings of the elements, aftd makes hith tremble in-
deed at liberty, but notat crimes. Sufpend the
* habeas corpus alt—take away the POOT man—
“ fend the reformer to newgite—imprifon the
“ north 3 but for the ‘trade of Parliament—for the
“ borough broker of that trade, don’t affe& him ;
¢“ give him a gunpowder act; give him a convention
“ bill, give him an infurrection bill; give him an
“ indemnity bill, and, having faturated him with
“ the liberty of his country, give him all the plun-
“ der of the State.” Such is the practical language
of that great Noun of Multitude—~the borough-bro-
ker, demurrmo‘ on the troubles of the times, which
he himfelf has principally eaufed, and lying at the
door of a fecretary full of fores and exactions. This
fum I fpeak of, this 14 or 16,000l muft ultlmately
be paid by you ; it isthis increafe of the price of
boroughs which-has produced the increafe of the
e€xpence of your eftablifhments, and this increafe of

i eear,r“ce of vour eftablithment, which :has pro-'
duced
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duced this increafe for the price of your boroughs ;
they operate alternately like “¢aufe and effe&t, and
have within themfelves the double principle of rapid
ruin——fo that the people pay their members as
formerly, but pay them more, and pay them for
reprefenting others, not themfelves, and giving the
public purfe, full and open; to the Minifter, and
rendering it back empty to the people.  Oh, wun-
thrifty people ! who ever futrendered ‘that invalua-
ble right of paying your own reprefentatiyes—rely
on'it, the people muft be the prey if they are
not the paymafters. To this public expence we
ate to add the monftrous and’ bankrupt wafte
of private property, becoming now fo great, that
honeft men, can’t, in any number, afford to come
into Parliament :—=the expence amounts to a
child’s portion, and the child muft be wronged, or
the father fold or excluded:  Thus, in the borough
conftitution, is private virtue ‘and public fet at va-
riance, and men muft renounce the fervice of their
country or the intereft of their family ; from this
evil, the lofs of private fortune, a much greater
lofs is likely hereafter to take place, the lofs of ta-

lent in the public fervice: for this great expence' '
mutt in the end-work out of Parliament all unfii. -
pendiary talent that acts for the people, and fupply
it by ftipendiary talent that acts againft them. ‘'What ’
man of fmall fortune, what man of great fortune”

can now afford to come into the ‘Houfe of Com-

mons or fuftain the expence of"a feat in Parliament, "
or.of a_contefted election ? and what open place, ’

¥ sxcept
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except in a very few mﬁances, (the city is one of
them) where the electors return without coft to,
their reprefentanves ? 1 know fome who have great
talenta and have exercifed them in the public fer-
vice, .are. dlfpofed to decI’me ﬁtuatlons, to the
honeﬁ individual fo cxpenﬁve, and to the public.
now fo wnpreﬁtzﬂale. To this Lam to-add a greater
evil than thofe already. ftated, the expenditure of
morals. - What fhall we fay for the morals of a.
country—how many years purchafe would you-
give for her virtue, Jtvhofa Miniliry founded its
'autho‘r'xtwi on moral depravity, and formed a league .
and covenant wuh an oligarchy to transfer for hire,
v1rtu,ally and fubftantlally, the powers of legiflation
to the Cabinet of anather kmgdom ? We inveigh
agamﬁ other combmatmns—-what fort of acombi-
nation s this ? Thls, I know not by what name to
approach it, (hoots its virus into the. heart and mar-
row. of . the h:gher, orders of the -country. =~ Make
your PCOplc heneft, fays the Court—make your
Court honeft fay the People ;—it is. the higher claf-
fes_that introduce corruptlon—thlevmg may be
learned from poy crty—but corruption is learned
from l‘lChCS—lt 18 :2 »enal court that makes a venal
coun.tr,y—that vice defcends from above ; the pea-
fant does, not go to the caftle for the bribe, but the
caﬁle oandldatc. goes to the peafant—and the cafile
candldate oﬁ"ers the bribe to the peafunt, hecaufe he |
expects in a much greater | bribe to be repaid by the
Mlmﬁer thus thmgs g0 on ; ’tis unpoﬁible they

can laﬁ —the trade. of: Parliament -ruins every
- thing
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thing ; your Minifters refted their authority en-
tirely on that trade, till now they call in theaid of
~military power to enforce corruption by the fword
—the laws did, in my judgment, afford the Crown
fufficient power to adminifter the country, and
preferve the connexion with Great Britain, but our
Minifters have defpifed the ordinary tradt, and
plain, obvious, legitimate and vulgar bonds be-
tween the King and the fubject ; they have reforted
to the guinea and the gallows, as to the _6ply true

~ and faithful friends "of Government, and try to

hang where they can’t corrupt ; they have extended
the venal flipendiary principle to all conftituted au-
thorities ; they have given the taint to the grave
Corporator as well as the Scnatur, and have gone
into the halls and ftrect to communicate the evil
to the middling and oxzderly part of the fociety ;
they have attempted the independency of the bar.
I have great objections ta the bar-bill—and my ob-
jeCtions are great in _proportion to my regards for
the profeflion, whofe fignal fervices to the caufe of
liberty mufl prove to every man’s conviction how
valuable the acquifition, and how ineftimable the
lofs of that profound, and acute profeflion muft be
to the caufe of a country fuch as this was formerly,
where the rulc of Government was the law of the
land, We have heard of complaints againft fyf-
tems of dlfor,gamzauon ; what is this fyftem ? 1Is
not the corruption of organized bodies their dif-
folution.? Ts not their perverfion worfe than their
dn.ﬁblutjon ? What fhall we fay of the attempts of

F 2 Mintfters
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Minifters on Sherlﬁ'a, and the appointment of that

“magiftrate with a view to Parliamentary 1nﬂwace'
only—a‘nd to the prevenuon of legal aggregaﬁe

meetlngs—-and the fuppreﬂion of the public {enti-

ment. Thefe thmgs muft have an end—this

diforganization of conf’cttuted authorities by court

influenc¢e muft have dn end Iam not j'uperﬁltxous

‘—but I know that i'tates, like mdmduals, are pu-
‘nifthed ; it is to prevgnt their pumfhmem we aflay-
ed then' reformatlon ; they are pumihed colleétive-

Iy, and they are punifhed flowly, but they are pu-

nifhed : where the people are - generally or univer-

fally-corrupt, the foclety comes to a ﬂa.te of diflo-
tution ; where that corrupuon is conﬁned to thofe

‘who admlmﬂer the country, that power muft come
toattate of diffblution ; but in order to prevent the
fociety from partaklng of that corruptlon and con-
fequence of that corrupt diffolution, it is neceﬂ'ary
that the power that adminifters the cpuntry ﬂmuld
be brouqht fpeedily and radically to a ftate of refor-
mation ; the beft fyftems are not nnmortal_ ; are

the wm'ﬁp Is the trade of Parliament immortal ?

Have the beft fyftems perifhed ?——and fha]l this

be ‘impaffible” and everlaﬁmg, lnﬁmte i.n its

duration, as it is unbounded in its proﬂxgacy.-—

What was the cafe of Carthage-——of' Rome—and of

the ¢ourt of France ? What is the cafe of the court
of England ? Sitting under the firoke of Juftice for

the American war—paying pains and penalties in
attgmented burdens and diminifhed glory ; that in-
fluerice which has df:preﬂed her hberty has. deﬁroyed
Skt her
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" fer energy, and rendered her as unfit to preferve her
empire as her freedom. As long as the battle was
between the Court and the Conftitution, the former
was perfeCtly equal to fubdue her own people ; but
when the was to combat another people, the was
unequal to the tafk, and for the very reafon, be-
caufe fhe had feduced and debafed her own.—The
corruption of the Court has rendered England vin-
cible, and has endued her in her prelent ftate of
national degradation with an infenfibility of glory
—the refult and evidence of mental degeneracy. 1

‘remember to have heard Lord Chatham. in oue. of
his fpeeches on the Middlefex eleCtion obferve, that
in his Miniftry the object of the Count of England
was the bonqucﬁ ofthe French, and that now it was
the conqueft q‘f' Mr, Wilkes, The purfuing fuch
like conquefts as thofe over Mr. Wilkes, has enabled
the French to eftablith a conquieft over the Englifh.
The king who is advifed to conquer the liberty of his
fubjeéts, .Rrep:f;s'ﬂthofe fubjedts for a foreign yoke.
The Romans were conguered at Cannz, firft by Var-
ro, and afterwards by Hannibal. The Englith have
been cdﬁq{icfed ﬁrﬁubﬁr the Minifter, and after-
wards by the French. Thofe Romans were finally
conquered by the barbarians of the North, becaufe
:they had begn'i:n;\ijLzﬂy 'c'qnquered by the Princes
of the Empire—and then the half-armed {avage with
the pike z}i’r'id"thé pole came down on the frontiers
and difpofed of the mafters of the world as of the
ttock of the land—the gouty ftock of the rich, and
;hpsmm_-f"ﬂbck 61_’ glhe people. = | -

It
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It is oW fixty years fince the adopnon of the pro-
jeét to Fupply in corrupﬁon what the Chief !d i-
sivite loft id prerogative—the lofs of fhimagn pro
vinges, of 120,000,c00!.—to lofe thefe prgv;ﬁies,
the lofs ofs our flation in Europe, the ’T&Q of 1 130
millions, to lofe that flation—to placg the Crown
of England as Jow in Evrope asin Aﬂlﬁ nd to
piit France at the head of Europe, i éd of Great
Britain, while her people crouch undm' a load of

f%t :md tr.,\cs, withott an empiré to confole, or a
condlitutionto cover them,. has been the working
of thdt profet—it has worked fo well as to have
worked ihe people out of their liberty, and his Ma-
jefty out of his empire ; to leave him as little autho-
rity in Europe, as his peoplein Parliament ; and to
put the King at the feet of France, as the peoP‘le are
put at the (cet of the King ; public credit has alfo
tallen a viciin tothis its fuccefs, its laft great con-
queft after liberty and empire. In this rapid de-
cline no on¢ Minifter has been punithed or even
quefiioned ; and an empire and a conftitution have
heen loft without one penal example ; and ina war
unparalleleddf’ expence and difgrace, and attended
with the groffeft and rankc{terrors, clofing the ac-

eountef blocd with proclamations of infolvency—
o mwrmur from the Parliament of either countries
~=neémturnmiur L Far from enquiry or complaint,
curiidence has uniformly attended defeat and dif-
tanour. - The Minifter’s wajorities are become as
nitn«<vous as his difgraces; ard fo ff:gartlc ‘have
been Lis encreachments on the independercy of the
(.a...titutlon,
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Conttitution, that they can only be matched by the
gigantic encroachmeut of the eneémy onthe empire.
In fhort, fo perfectly do the people appear to be dri-
ven out of all footing in the Conftitution, that when
- bis Majefty is driven_out of almoft all footing«in-
Europe, and a_ queftion is ‘made by the people,
whether the Minitiors of thefe difgraces and- ditho-
nours fhall .be difinified &hey have their majority
at hand to fupport t-h-em.—-r\ggmft this’ inundation
of evil we interpofed Reform 5 we weré convinced
of its neceflity from the confideration of corru ption
at home 3 we were coufirmed in that conviction
from the confideration of revolutions abroad. We
faw the regal power of France deﬂftryéd by debhts,
by expence, and by abufes ;' wefaw the Nobility in-
terpofe for thofe abufes onlyy to encumber the
Throne with their ruins, andito add revolution of
property to revolution of government ; we faw in
the American revolution, that a people ddétermined
to be free cannot be énflaved ; that Britith Gevern-
ment was not equal to_the talk, even in plenitude
of empire, fapported by the different governments
of the provinces, and by the fad apoftacy of the
haplefs loyalift ; that loyalift is a leffon to the rich
and great to ftand by their country in all fituations
—and that in a conteft with a remote Couri, the firf
poft of fafety is to fland by the country, and the fe-
cond poftof fafcty isto ftand by the country, and
the  thirdy, poft of - fafety is to ftand by the
country==In that American conteft “we faw
that Rf@rm which had been born in England

'.M* ' and
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and banifhed t6 America, advanced like “the”
Shepherd Lad in Holy Writ, and overthrow Goliah:
He returned riding on the wave of the Aﬂa’n’trc, and
his {pirit moved on the waters of Euro]:ie —The
royal fhip of France went down—the Britifh man of
war labours——your veflfel is affeted—throw vour
people overboard, fay your Miniftersy and ballaft
with your abufes—=throw your abufes over-board,
we faid, and ballaft with your peoplei We recol:
lected thefe iflanids were formerly placed ina fea of
defpotifim-—we faw they were now'two kingdoms in
a republican ocedn, fituated between twe' great re-
volutions, with a‘certainty of being influenéed more
ox lefs by one or by both.  “We¢ afked ourfelves was
it poffible that the American revolution could have
had fuch effeéts on France, and that the American
and the French revolutions'would have no effect on
thefe countries. The gueftions that affect the world,
are decided on the theatre of the workd. The great
queftion of ‘popular liberty was fought on'the - great
rivers of Europe and America—it remained t0 mo-
derate what we could not govern——and what:method
fo fafe to moderate popular power, as by limited
Monarchy ? and what method remains to limit the
Monarchy of thefe kingdoms (it has now no'limits)
but by reforming Parliament ? What method, I fzy,
to prevent a Revolution but a Reformation ?~—and
what is that Reformation of Parliament, but the
refloration to the people of Self-legiflation, with-
- outwhich there is no liberty, as without Reform
no-Self-legiflation 7—So we reafoned. The Govern- *
ment
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ment of a country may be placed in the hands of
one man, and that one man may refide in a'notthc'r
kingdom, and yet the people may be free and fatis-
fied ; but to have the Legiflature of the country, or
what is the fame thing, the influencing and- direct-
ing {pirit of the Legiflature placed out of the coun-
try, to have not only the King but the Legiflature
an abfentee—to have not only the: head but the
-heart difpofed of in another cou;ntr-y'—fuc‘h a con-
dition amay be a difguifed, but it is,ungualified and
perfect defpotifm. Self-legiflation:is life, and has
‘been fought for, as for beings - It was that princi-
“plesthat called.forth refiftance to the Houfe of Stu-
-arty and baptized with Royalty the Houfe of Hano-
.ver, when the people ftood fponfors for their allegi-
.ance to the liberty of the . fubjects ; for Kings are
.but.fatellites, and your.freedom is the luminary
that has called them to the fkies. It was with a
.view, therefore,to refore Liberty, and with a view
.alfo to fecure anddanmortalize Royalty, by reftoring
.to the people felf-legiflation—we propofed Reform ;
-aprinciple of .attraction about-which the King and
- people wouldidpin on quietly and.infenfibly in regu-
lar movements, and in a fyftem common to them
_both. -%+Ng—no—no—the half million, faid the
-« Minifter, that is my principle of attraction.
« Among the rich, 1'fend my half million, and I
“sdifpateh my coercion among the people.” His
Devil went forth—He deftroyed Liberty and Pro-
| “perty—He confumed the Prefs—He burned Houfes
““and Villages—He murdered—and he failed. ¢ Re-
G &.gal
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“ cal your murderer, we faid, and in his place dif-
¢ patch our meflenger—try conc:ha.txon-—You
*#¢ have declared you with the People fhould rebel,
¢ to which we anfwer—God forbid !—Rather let
* them weary the royal ear with petitions, and let
¢ the Dove be again fent to the King ;/it may bring
#¢ back the Olive—and as to you, thou mad Minif-
# ter ! who pour in regiment after regiment to dra-
“ goon the Irifh, becaufe you have forfeited their
¢ affeétions, we befeech, we fupphcate, we admo-
¢ nifh, reconcile the people—combat Revolution
“ by Reform—Ilet blood be your laft experiment.”
Combat the Spirit of Democracy by the Spirit of
Liberty—the wild Spirit of Democratic Liberty, by
the regulated Spirit of Organized Liberty, fuch as
may be found in alimited Monarchy with a free
Parliament—but how ‘accomplifh that but by re-
forming the prefent Parliament, whofe narrow and
contracted formadtion in both -countries, excludes
. popular reprefentation—i. ¢ excludes felf-legiflati-
on—i. e. excladesdiberty, and whofe fatal compli-

nces, the refult ‘of that defeétive reprefentatlon
have caufedy or countenanced, or fanétioned, "or
fuffered for a'courfe of years, a fucceflion of mea-
{ures whichhave colleéted upon us™ fuch ‘an accu-
mulation of calamity—and which have finally at an
immenfe expence, and through a fea of blood,
firanded thefe kingdoms on a folitary fhore, naked
ot empire, naked. of liberty, and naked of inno-
cenge, to ponderon an abyfs which has fwallowed
up one part of their fortunes, and yawns for the re-
mainder.
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«“ May the Kingly power that forms one eftate in our
Coryiim:ion? continue for ever 5 but let it be as it profeffes. tq
& and as by the principles and lawws of thefe countries, it
Jhould be, one eftate only—and not g power conflituting one
eftate, creating another, and mfluencing a third, '

“ May the Parliamentary Conflitution profper 5 but let ir
be an operative, independent and integral part qf!x/w Coy/ti-
tution, advifing, confining, and fometimes direcling, the

. Kingly power, e

“ May the Houfe of Commons Sourifh 5 but let the peg-
ple be the fole author of its exiftence, as they fhould be the
;great objeét of its care.

“ May the connexion with Great Britain continue 3 bus
Iet the refult of that connexion bey the perfeit freedom, in
the fairef and fulleft Seufe, of all defcriptions: of men,
without diftinétion of religion. |

 To this purpofe we fpoke—and Speaking ' this to no

| purpofe, withdrew.—It now remains to add this Supplica-

- tian =—However it may pleafe the Almighty to difpofe of

Princes, or of Parliaménts—MAY THE LIBERTIES
OF THE PEOPLE BE IMMORTAL.”

Henry Grattan.
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