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W  H 1L E  the annals o f  Ireland c x ii l ,  and 

w e  truft th ey  w ill  he lo n g -liv ed  as the w orld  
it fe lf— the beloved  nam e o f

H E N R Y  G  R  A  T  T  A  N ,

T H E  S A V I O U R  O K  f 11 S C O U N T R Y ,

W i l l  appear im printed in golden characters -t 

and w ith  a facred en th nfiaftn , th e  ír iíh  pa-r 

triot w ill  pronounce a  benc.ftdttón on the 

m an, as he reads o l his g lorious ateh ieve- 

m ents. A g e s  pafs a w a y , and generations 

periili, ere a genius em erges from  the mats 

of m a n k in d  to g iv e  liberty  to a nation  , 

en ergy  o f  mind a i d  refb h u io n  o f  fo u l— a 

n ice  perception to  difcern the aui)picious 

m om ent, and a vigorous prom ptitude to  lc iz c

it— th efe  are requ Hites he m uft h a v e  from 

N a tu re  and thefe, N a tu re , w ith  a liberal 

hand, has g iv e n  to M r .  Grattan. E n v y  

ever treads upon th e  heels o f  M e r it— the 

l a t h e r  o f  the C h rift ia n  R e lig io n  hns had his 

m aligners— the fo u n d e r  o f  P o etry  has had his 

Z o i lu s — and the A u th o r  o f  Jfrifft In d e p e n 

dence his afperfcrs— the cm .m ations o f  a 

great nnnd g ive  birth to  fo trv  defam e r4!, as

the
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t h e  dews o f  the m orning to mufhrooms : it 

is no w onder, therefore, that foul-m outhed 

F a d io n  ihould attem pt to gn aw  M r. G ra t

ta n ’s character— b u t it bites againil a file—  

L ik e  a firm o a k  it w ill remain— and i f  

obliged to bear the blafts o f  C a lu m n y — like 

the firm o a k , it has ftam ina  to refill them

all.

T h e  fo llo w in g  C hara& er o f  M r. G rattan ,

ex tra d ed  from a W o r k  o f  confiderable me-

rit, publiihed in 178 9, w ill, it is hoped, be 

n ot unacceptable to the P u b lic , as the beft 

preface w e  can give to  his L e tte r  to  his C on - 

ilituen ts, on retiring from Parliam ent.

T h e  emancipators o f  nations, and the deliverers o f  their 

native land from political thraldom, are juftly entitled to the

w a r m e f t  retributions o f  gratitude which the liberality o f

mankind can pay,  both on account o f  the importance o f  the 

benefit, and the general difficulty o f  its atchievement. T o  

roufe the languid, to inflame the cold, and to mfpire the fpi- 

ritlefs, is not the work o f  common talents or inferior fouls 

— but o f  tranfcendent abilities, emulous o f  diftinaion by 

deathlefs deeds, and o f  fuperior genius invigorated by ge

nuine patriotifm. T o  perceive the happy moment for ren

dering their exertions e f feâual ,  and to fei/.e 011 the fortu

nate opportunity which the revolution o f  time and o f  acci

dents, has produced for g i v i n g  decifive efficacy to their ef

forts, are inftances o f  fagacity and forefight, o f  opportune 

refolution and vigorous determination in thehightft  degree 

laudable ; which may be extolled, but cannot be exaggera



ted. So m a n y  co ncurrent  circumftances are requiiite to 

{hake oft the y o k e  o f  lon g-con f irm e d  ufurpation, to infule 

a c o n te m p t  of threatened menaces w it h o u t  infringing fra

ternal a iFeftion,  and to  e l e v a t e a  people from the mean nefs 

of obfequious  fe rv i l i ty  to ail the d ign ity  o f  independence* 

that to c o m b i n e  thefe  circumstances, to dire«5l their opera- 

tion,  and to moderate  their en e rgy ,  are marks o f  fuch merit 

as defe rvedly  claims the ampleftand richeft c iv ic  meed that 

c a n  r e c o m p e n fe  the w o r t h y  citizen.

M r .  G r a t t a n  is ce rta in ly  o n e  o f  the moil  c o n f p i c " -  

ous o rn am e n ts  o f  the Irifh Senate. T o  his m a n lv  and pe r- 

f c v e n n g  e xert io n s  dp w e  o w e  an independent Leg is lature ,  

and the gratitude o f  the nation for the boon, though tefli- 

fied w ith  a m u n if ic en ce  b e c o m in g  its fpirit, bv no means 

ex c e e d e d  the m eafure  o f  his deferts.

As a public fpeaker,  M r .  G r a t t a n ’ s voice is thin, 

fharp, and far from  p o w e r f u l ;  not devoid o f  a variety o f  

to n e s ,  but thefe  neither rich nor m e l lo w ;  and though not 

harih ,  its want o f  an harmonious modulation is often {hi

king .  Unequal  to imp?(Honed energy it is ilirili when it 

fhould be com m anding,  and in its. lower notes, is fome- 

t im es  fcarcely audible, fr o m  its hollownofs o f  found. His  

m anagem ent  o f  it ,  is but ill adapted to remedy its natural 

d e f e r s  or to fu p p ly  its deficiencies, as he allows it to fpa- 

tiate at large, unreftrained bv any curb from r u le ;  n o w  

rai ling it to an elevation that it cannot  beat ,  and then link

ing  it to a depth vrhere u s  diilant murmurs can be barely 

guef led  at. H is  language is lofty,  magnif icent,  copious* 

and peculiarly his o w n .  N o t  tricked out with the gandv- 

drefs o f  poetic phrafes, nor fat iguing the attention wirh 

pompous terms, high-founding, but unmeaning, bur fa

milial ly com bining  ilrength with beauty, concifcnefs w.;rh 

ornament, and fubl imity with elegance. Adapted to the 

e x i g e n c e  o f  the occafion it is n o w  a wide-fpreading «onfia- 

gration^ and a n o n  a c o n c e n t e r e d  fire : n o w  abundant and

fp lend id,



( Vi )

fpicndid,  then b r ie f  and pointed ; equal ly fitted to in ftru í^  

delight, pr agitate ; to foothe the foul to peace,  or to a w a 

ken and arcufe all its exalted and elevated energies.  Hià 

delivery admirably accords with  the t f j fe  o f  his oratory ; 
never languid, or infipitf, or cold,  but always poffefling 3 

pleafing warmth* e x p r ç f f i v e o f  feel ing i*nd impacting fpirit : 

whilft his pronunciation* gen era l ly  oorreft ,  though fre 

quently rapid, is n e v er  crowded or redundant* but diftinéi 

and articulate, le av ing^m ple  fpacc for i l rength and proprie

ty o f  emphafis. In  his manner ,  l ife,  animation and ardour 

predominate, andth^t to fu c h  a degree that t h e y  fafc inatc 

the prejudiced, and invigorate  the torpid. F r o m  their im- 

puffePrpft irution forgets for a m o m e n t  the voice o f  the M i 

ni (1er* and the influence o f  place, penfion and peerage have  

but an enfeebled hold on the half-revived carcaje. A ll  arc 

confcious o f  a new-born fpark o f  patriotic fire, that wich 

the rapidity o f  th e  e l e â n e  fh ock ,  ancí alas ! too with its 

a Jhoit-Iived duration, darts from breait to bread:. W i t h  c o m 

prehend r e  intelligence embracing a great objeft,  not 

catching at its parts b y -detail, hetak.es in the whole at one 

«lance, and fees inftanrfy the pivot whereon it turns with 

a [moil intuitive aeutenefs. in argument he is ilronsr, 

pointed, d o te ,  and conclufive, never deviating from his 

fuhje6t, never ftraying in f.arch o f  extraneous matter, but 

explaining with fucccfs what he underftands with facility.

I fe conducts not the mind to tneçonçlufîon he aims at by a. 

long chain ofabilrufe difqutfition, but guides it with feem- 

ing eaic? through tiie plcai lng path o f  naturaf illuftration.

I \ cry man thinks he could reafon like him, but wherç, at- * 

tempted it is found to be the bow o f  UfyiTes. In the refuta

tion o f  lus opponents he puts forth all his might and 

accumulates his force to overwhelm and opprefsthem ; but 

hisfuperior greatnefs is moft apparent when he enforces 

what cannot be denied ; when he defends the rights o f  a, 

•nation; when he pourtrays the hopes* the fears* the e x 

pectations
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pedat.ons o f  a magnanimous people ;  when he threatens 

the vicious and appals the proud ; w hen he pronounces the 

panegyric  o f  departed e x c e l l e n c e ;  then, indeed, he is 
magnif icent,  fublime, and pathetic.

His fund o f  knowledge is great,  and his diligence o f  ac- 

quifition ftill greater ; hence the matter  o f  his fpeeches is 

e v e r  o f  the firrt impreflion. E arly  in life diftinguiihed as 

one o f  the beft fcholars in the U n iver f i ty  o f D u b l i n ,  which 

had the honour o f  his education, no time fince has been 

loft to increafe his firft acquirements,  and to add to claflic 

and fcientific lore, a competent (kill in the law’, a profound 

acquaintance with the conilitution, and a maftery o f  polite 

literature. T h u s  to e v e ry  fubjeft  of difcuffion, he com e s  

p e r f e a i y  prepared, familiar with  w hat  it requires, and in- 

ftantly b n n g . n g  it forth as the contingence demands • in- 

f t r u û in g  the youthful  and delighting the aged with the ma- 

ture fruits o f  a capacious mind, rich irt its native produce 

and richer from careful cultivation. T o  his Parl iamentary  

conduct w e  have already alluded, and it is only  neceiTary 

to add, that he took the m oil  decided lead againft M r  

O r d e  s noted commercial  Proport ions ,  fupportin? with abi

lity unufual even in him, the trade and the libertv o f
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T O

My Fellow- Citizens o f Dublin.

X  T H A N K  you for paft favo u rs; I have found 
in you a kind and a gracious Mafter— you have 
found in me an unprofitable Servant ;— under that 
impreffion I beg to afiure you, that fo long as the 
prefent ilate o f Reprefentation in the Commons 
Jioufe continues, fo long muft I refpecifully decline 
the honour o f  foliciting at your hands a feat in that 
Aflem bly.

O n this principle it was I withdrew from Par
liament, together with thofe with whom I a&—  
and I now exercife my privilege, and difcharge my 
duty in communicating with m y Conftituents, at 
the eve o f  a General Ele&ion, foma fay an imme
diate DiiTolution, when I am to render back a t r u f ,  
which, until Parliament ihall be reformed, I do 
not afpire to re-alTume. T h e  account o f the moft 
material parts o f  m y conduft, together with the 
reafon o f my refolution, will be the fubje& o f  this 
Letter.

W h en  I fpeak o f  m y co.nduéï, I mean that 
adopted in common and in concert with the

B  othe
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other Gentlemen.. W e fhould have felt our. 
felves deficient in duty if  we had not made one 
effort, before the clofe of the Parliament, for 
the reftoration of domeftic peace, by the only means 
by which it feemed attainable— conciliation ;— and 
if  we had not fubmitted our opinions, however 
fallable, and our anxieties, however infignificant} 
on a fubjedi which, in its éxiftence, fhook your 
itate, and in its confequences, muft ihake the em
pire. Our opinion was, that the origin o f the evil, 
thefource of the difcontent, and the parent o f the 
disturbance was to be traced to an ill-ftar’d and de- 
ííruítive endeavour on the part o f the Minifter of 
the Crown to give to the Monarch a power which 
the Conftitution never intended : to render the 
K ing in Parliament every thing, and the People 
nothing ; and to work the People completely out 
o f the Houfe o f Commons, and in their place to feat 
and eitablilh the Chief Magiftrate ahfolute and ir- 
refiftible. It appeared to us that a Minifter guilty 
pf fuch a crime, is as much a traitor to the Confti- 
tiition, as the People would be to the King, i f  they 
fhould advance in arms, and place their leader on 
the Throne j more guilty o f treafon in equity and 
juftice— becaufe in them it would be only rebellion 
againft their creature, the King— but in the othec 
Û would be rebellion againft his creator, the People : 
— it occurred to us, that in this country the offence 
would be ftill higher, becaufe in this country, it 
would’be the introdu&ion not only ó f á defpotic, 
but o f a foreign yoke, and the revival of that great

queftiou
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tjuefliorí which in 1782 agitated this country, and 
Uhich, till your Parliament fhall be reformed, 
mull agitate this country for ever ; vve thought no 
íiilhman we were fufe no honetf Irifhman would 
evei be in heart with Government, fo long as the 
1 arliament o f  this country fhall be influenced by 
the Cabinet o f  England, and w'ere convinced, that 
tiie People would not be the more reconciled to a 
foreign yoke, becaufe re-impofed by the help o f  
their own countrymen ; as long as they think this 
to be the cafe, we were convinced they will hate the 
Adminiftration, and the Adminiftration will hate 
them ; on this principle we recolleél the Parlia
ment o f  this country pledged their lives and for
tunes in 1782— though fome feem to have thought 
better o f  it fince, and are ready to pledge their lives 
and fortunes agairtft this principle. W e  could not 
ferioufly believe that the people o f  Ireland were 
ready to refill the legifiative ufurpatioii o f  the 
Britilh Parliament, in whofe flation the greatnefs 
o f  the tyrant would have qualified the condition o f 
the flave— 2nd that the fame people were now ready 

to profirate themfelves to the legiflative ufurpatioti 
o f  another body— a Britiih Cabinet— a hum i
liated and a tame tyrant. W e recolletfted to 
have heard that the friends o f  M iniftry had la
mented that England had not acceded to the Ame* 
rican claim of excluiive legiOature— and afterward 
attempted to re-eftablilh Britilh dominion, by in
fluencing the Am erican AlTembly. W e  faw the 
Miniftry purfue that very plan toward Ireland

B 2 -which
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which they regretted they had not reforted to in tue 
cafe of America. W e  need not repeat the parti
culars— but we faw the refait to be, on the mind 
of the people, a deep-rooted and eftabliihed difcon- 
tent and jealoufy, and we conceived that whatever 
confpiracies exifted in any extent or degree, pro
ceeded from that original and parent confpiracy in 
theMinifter to fubvertthe Parliamentary Confutu- 
tion, by the influence of the Crown.  ̂ It appeared 
to us, that the difcontent and difturbance fo 

created, was greatly encreafed by another caufe, 
the treatment of his Majetfy’ s Catholic fubjefts. 
It is the bufinefs o f the Minifter to obferve the 
changes o f the national fpirit, as much as the 
changes of foreign combinations it was the mif- 
fortune of our Miniitry that they never- attended to 
thofe changes ; they did not perceive that the re- 
jigious principle and temper, as well as the politi
cal, had undergone on the Continent, in America, 
and in Ireland, a fundamental alteration; that the 
example of America had had prodigious efíeót oí. 
Europe ; the example and doótrine of Europe had 
had no effeft on America ; they did not fee that in 
confequence of that caufe (there were other caufes 
alib) the Irifh Catholic of 1792 did not bear the 
fmaileft refemblance to the Irifh Catholic o f 1692, 

that the influence of Pope, Priefr, and Pretender 
were at an end.— Other dangers, and other influ
ences might have arifen— new o b je ts  and new paf. 
fions the mind o f the people is never ft,-nonary
tke mind of courts is often ftagnaut— but thofe

new
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new dangers were to be provided againft in a m an, 
ner very different from the provifions made againft 
the old. Indeed, the continuation o f  the old fyf- 
tem o f  fafety approximated and fecured the new dan. 
ger— unfortunately our Minifters did not think fo 
they thought— they faid that the Irifh Catholic, not- 

withftanding the American revolution, notwithftan- 
ding the French Revolution, religious as well as poli
tical, was ftill the.bigot ofthe laft century— that with 
refpeét to him the age had itood ftill— that he was 
not impreiled with the new fpirit o f  liberty, but 
ftill moped under the old fpirit o f bigotry, and 
ruminated on the triumph o f the crofs— the power 
o f  Catholic Hierarchy, the riches o f  the Catholic 
Clergy, and the fplendour o f  the Catholic Church ; 
you will find the fpeeches o f  the Catholic oppo
nents, particularly the Minifterial declaimers, dream 
on in this manner ; and you will find from the 
publications of thofe fpeeches, and o f the Catholics, 
that the latter had laid afide their prejudices, but 
that the Minifter? had not : and one o f  the c a u fe  
why thofe Minifters alledged that Catholic mind 
had not advanced was, that their own mind had 
ftood ftil! ; the State was the bigot, and the People 
the philofopher. T h e  progrefs o fth e  human mind 
in the courfe o f  the laft 25 years, has, been prodigi
ous in Ireland. I remember when there lcarcelv 
appeared a publication in a newfpaper o f  any de
gree o f  merit which was not traced to fome perl'on 
o f  note, on the part o f  Government or the Oppofi- 
tion ; but now a multitude o f very powerful pub

lications
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ïications appear from authors entirely unknown* 
o f  profound and fpirited investigation. There was 
a time when all learning in Europe was confined to 
the Clergy— it then advanced among the higher 
orders of the Laity, and now it has gone among the 
People : and when once the powers of intellect are 
poiiefied by the greater body of the nation, ’ tis mad- 
refs to hope to impofe on that nation civil or religi
ous oppreffion, particularly in thofe whofe under- 
fiatjdings have been ftationary,- tho* their power 
and riches have been progreffive. T he politics 
o f the Caftle, with the religious feuds o f lrelandj 
had occupied and engroifed their mind— the eye 
o f  that mind or the intellectual vifion had become 
o f  courfe fubtle indeed, but extremely little— on the 
other hand, the politics o f Europe and America had' 
occupied the mind o f the people ; and therefore 
the mind o f the people had become comprehen- 
five-— and when the former complained of the prefs 
they complained o f the fuperiority o f the popular 
underftanding. It appeared to us that the beft re
medy was to raife the underftanding o f the great 
by enlarging the fphere o f its aérions, viz. Refor
ming the Parliament.— But to return— T h e  Mi- 
niftry however thought proper to per lift in hofti- 
lity to the Catholic body on a falfe fuppofition of 
its bigotry : the confequence o f fueh an attempt 
was that the great body o f the Catholics, I mean 
that part o f the moft popular and energetic, difap* 
pointed, fufpeóted, reviled and wearied, united 
with that other gr-eat body o f  the reformers, and

formed



formed a Catholic, Prelhyterian, and Proteftant 
league, for the freedom o f  the religion, and the
iree and full representation o f  the people__ Out o f

this league a new political religion arofe, fuperce- 
dfng.m  political matter all influence o f  prieit and 
parfon, and burying for ever theological difcord in

the love o f  civil and political liberty. T h is  is at 
prefent tn all political matters the Iriih religion. 
W hat ,s the Iriih religion? Unanimity againft 
Defpotifm.— V iew ing the fe te  o f  the country in this 
l.ght, it appeared to us th<« the unconflkutional in- 

u en ceo f the Crown, and the profcription o f  the 
I Catholics, were the fundamental caufes o f  our dif- 

content and jealoufy ; with thefe there exifted other 
difcontents diftinél from thefe caufes, without 

thefe caufes infigniScant— but with thefe caufes 
creating great agitation and difmrbance. T w o  re

medies occurred— coercion and conciliation - we 
oppofed the former, and we propofed the latter.—
I will trouble you with our reafons : we confidered 
the fyflem o f  coercion would in the firft inftance de- 
firoy the liberty o f  the p e o p le -a n d  in the fécond 

mitance would fubvert the authority and powers o f  
Government. Here I beg to recur to what I have 
ju u  obferved on the neceiEty for thofe who admi- 
nilter^ a country to advert to the changes that take 

< place In the temper and underfianding o f  the peo 
pie. Unfortunately the M iniftry provided, for the 
purpofe o f m aking the people quiet and contented, 
a iyftem o f  laws and proclamations, which had they 

£een quiet before would have rendered them dif-

t rafted.
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irafted. I need not repeat them— we all know 
them.— W e had the barren office of giving a fruit- 
lefs oppofition— we faw a fpirit of reform had gone 
forth— it had conquered in America— it had con
quered in France— both here and in England it ex
ited, a n d  w a s  chiefly nourifhed and propagated by 
ihe abufes o f our Government.— :— It appeared to 
us that the beft way o f ftarving that fpirit was to 
remove its food ; far otherwife the propofers o f the 
plan o f  coercion ;— they thought it better to feed 
rhat fpirit and to cheriííf the abufes and encreafe 
them ; they hoped to fortify their conftitution 
againft an epidemic diliemper, by preferving un
cured the old gouts and rheumatifms, and a hoft of 
other drforders. The power of limited monarchy 
was not to be preferred by conftitutional power, 
which is naturaliy its ally ; but by defpotic power, 
which is its natural death and diffolution. Inftoad 
o f correcting the abufea o f  the State, they invented 
laws which were themfelves an abufe, and proclama
tions which were an abufe alfo ; and w h ich  greatly, 
tho’ filentlv, propagated the new principle. T h çie  
are two ways by which a new principle fpreads—  
one is fey arms— and by martyrdom the other.—  
T he M a h o m eta n  religion was propagated by arms : 
— it p leafed Providence that the Chriftian religion 

f to u jd  have been propagated by the latter.— See 
vvhether the unfortunate choice of our Minifièrs 
has not gi\ ento the new.principle the benefit of both
_tliev have fled before it abroad, and they have
sampled on it at home, and giving it the double

recommendation
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Recommendation o f cónqueít and martyrdom. T h is  
confideration was one o f  my objections to perfift in 
a war with France, on account of Brabant, and i- 
is one o f  my obje&ions to perfift in a war with 
the Iriih on account o f  venal boroughs. Had the 
Government inftead c f  aggravating, reftrained 
abufes, thty  wouid have put the State at the head 
of a fpirit o f  Reform* which they could no longer 
reiift, and could only hope to moderate— it wás to 
fuch a policy adopted by Queen Elizabeth that the 
Church o f England owes principally what it retains 
o f power and fplendour preferved by the G o vern , 
ment o f the country who took the lead in the Re
formation— but our’ s fell into a. different project—± 
they armed cap*apee againfc a fpirit which they 
could not confine by arms abroad or by executions 
at home, and therefore inftead o f  being at the head 
o f popular meafures, they were at the tail o f  them ; 
in the Catholic queftion, in the place bill, in the 
penfion bill, in every bill *of a popular tendency— * 
they refifted at firft, they yielded at laft, re
luctantly and imperfectly, and then oppofed, con
demned and betrayed the principle o f their own ac- 
quiefcence— they agreed to a place bill for inftance, 
and then they multiplied places manifold—~What is 
the bar billorthe bill that creates thirty new places for 
the Gentlemen o f  the law ? T h ey  agreed to the firft 
Catholic bill and then profcribed the perfon o f the 
Catholics, and oppofe his freedom in corporations 
-— they had before agreed to the efcablifhment o f 
the independency o fth e  Irifh Parliament, and then

C  had



had created a multitude of officers to make that in_ 
dependency a name. It is reported to have been faid 
by fome of the Minifters of England that his Ma- 
jefty’ s reign has been to Ireland a courlc of concei. 
fion, and it was much a fubied of wonder that the 
people of Ireland ihould perfift in their diffiitisfac- 
tion ;— the anfwer to thofe Minifters is obvious, 
the conceffions were extorted from Minifters by 
the perfeverance of Oppoiition, and they were ren
dered abortive by the treachery o f Minifters. The 
recognition o f our Parliamentary Rights has been 
rendered abortive by unexampled exertions o f bri
bery and corruption ; the freedom o f our trade by 
debt and war, and the eleéKve privileges of our 
Catholics by a courfe of perfonal perfecution, and 
corporate influence— and on the whole, the benefit 
o f conftitutional laws, by the adminiftration o f an 
unconftitutional Government. W hen the Minif
ters talk of their conceffions to Ireland, do they know 
the conceffions of Ireland to them ? Do they know 
the debt of the war ? Continue that rate o f expence, 
and the Englifh wars of the next century will have 

the fame effeét as the Englifh prohibition o f the 
laft— they will annihilate the trade of Ireland. But 
to return to the Adminiftration. T hey relap- 

fed into their violence when they recovered from 
their fears, and their fyftem has been there
fore occasionally violent and weak, never ftrong 
and uniform. It is an obfervation o f Lord Bacon 
that the fall o f one o f the Roman Emperors was 
due not to his tyranny nor his relaxation, but to

both
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both, and that the fluctuating fyftem is ever fatal—  
tis an obfer\ation o f  the fame, that the way to refift 

the progrefs o f  a new fed  is to correct the abufes of 
the old ones. Unhappily our Minifters differed 
from Bacon— their fyflem was faithful to no one

eUher ° f  vio,ence or conceffion. W e 
,J. ed that Jt could not now refort to unqualified 

violence without incurring all the objections be.
longm g to a policy o f  fubmiffion coupled with a 
policy o f  violence, and that it could not hope to 
obtain the advantages appertaining to either. In 

■purluit o f  fuch a fyflem the Miniftry feemed to us 
to have loft not only their difcretion but their tern- 
per— they feemed vexed with themfelves for being 
a n g r y - t h e y  feemed to become in a paffion with 

themfelves becaufe they had loft their temper with
t e peop e in its ftruggle with popular rights the 
State like a furious wreftler, loft its breath as well 

dignity as i f  an angry father ihould lofe his

temper with his child, in which cafe the old fool is
the moft incorrigible : in the mean time the enemy 
eemed to underftand our fituation perfectly well, 

and relied on our expences for diffolving our cre

dit, and our intemperance for diffolving our autho- * 
rity , and at the very time when we were precipita

ting on fuch meafures at home, we were receiving 
t e moft melancholy communication from abroad • 

- w e  faw the M inifter retreating from the enemy 
‘vit as rapid a ftep as he advanced upon the people, 
£omg back, and back, and back, while the D e
mocratic principle in Europe was getting on and on,

0  2 like
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like a raift at the heels o f the countrym an, t a l l  at

-rft and lowlv, but foon afcending to the hills a...,
Ô r g the hemifphere— Like t h e  Government

S »  ^  * r ? t tert vve vviihed to difarm the people , c -Governm ent w e v u ü u a  *

rhe beft  m e a n s  o f  fafety, vve xvimca 1
, w  ît «as bv the only method by

« h i e h T f t é e  people'

thei'- other arms, tne>r iei& ,
bayonet, and even the pilie, would be retained for

„  other i.fe but the ufe of .he Government. A
naked man cppreffed by the State is an armed po •

T i l  L ' s S  m m  f t"1 to ,h e  W * *
law, produced the Revolution. M r. Hamden ana 
lhe four other innocent perfons arra.gncd by 

Charles 1. for high-treafon,
that grey-coated man or t ie g ie  . ,
t a r d  a tender, or detained in prifon w.thout m al, 

too w ill have his political c o n f l u e n c e ,  be.,- 

fible acts of violence have an epidemic force— t ey 
operate, by fp n p a th y -th e y  poffeft the a i ^ t  were 
hv certain tender influences, and fpread the hin 

dred paffion thro- the whole of the “ m m u m ty .-  
No w in der the difficulties have encreafcd on the 

G o v ern m en t!  Sad experiment! to blood 
dflracv with the poor man's liberty, and employ 
f „ e  rich, like a pack of G o—  bfood-hounds, 

to hunt down the poor.
, befe, put an end to all law courfl
affectation and appearance of either.



(  a» )

o f  the feffion we afkcd to what end all this ? and 
accompanied our queftion by ftating the enfeebled 
rdburces of the country— we had mentioned at the 
beginning, that the debt o f the war hud been about 
5,000,cool. we were told it was au error— I wifh it 
had been fo— but, on examination, that fum 
appeared fomewhat about the debt of the 
war. A nd it w i-1 appear, if  the prefent loans 
are filled, that the debt o f  the war will be near 
8,oco,oool. W e  fubmitted the effects o f the 
war on the refources o f the'country, and here 
again it was fa id we were in error ; I wiili we had 
been fo ; but at what intereft does the State borrow 
money— an intereft which between man and man 
would be ufury, and nearly double the former rate. 
W e  mentioned the fiate o f the revenue to have de
clined : again were we contradicted ; but what is the 
f a d ?  what bufinefs is now done on the quay?—  
W e  did not wifh to reveal the arcana imperii, we fta- 
ted nothing more than appeared from the terms pro. 
pofed in the Gazette, frqm the returns o f your Cui- 
tonj-houfe, and the printed refolutions touching the 

jftate o f vour manufactures ; and we ftated thofe j » % ' 
public fa&s, not to damp the public confidence in 
the defence o f  the country, but to abate a little o f  
that frantic confidence manifefied in a determinati
on, at the hazard o f her fafety, to go on with a 
fvftem o f domeftic coercion, till the Minifter fhould j
conquer the People— and of foreign war, till the 
fame Minifter ihould atchieve another conqueft at 
}he rifque o f general ruin— till he fhould, fword in

han
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hand, recover Brabant ; that M iniver has found it
a more preffing experiment to defend Cork than to 
tnkt Flanders, as the Emperor has found it a fafer 
experiment to abandon Flanders and Italy to fave 
Vienna. W e mentioned thofe our objections to 
ftich folly then, and I repeat them now, not to damp 
your zeal again ft a foreign enemy, but to confine 
the zeal o f Government to one enemy, and to de- 
prccatê a fécond enemy— -our own people and a ci
vil war added to a'foreign one.— Such was the fyf
tem of coercion. T o  oppofe a remedy is eafy ; to 
propofeone is difficult and anxious ; it appeared to 
us that we ihotild fail in duty and in candour, if, 
when we -refitted the proj^dt of Government, we did 
r.ôt fubirih a plan o f chir Own* and the only plan 
that appeared to us to promife peace or prof-

perity, was------conciliation ;------ we propofed,
accordingly the Emancipation o f the Catholics and 
a Reform in the Commons Houfe of Parliament. 
T o  the tirft it was objected, that fuch a meafure was 
irreconcilable with the fafety of the K ing or the 
connexion with England. T o  the firft objection 
we anfwered, that the capacities o f  three-fourths of 
ihe people (hould not be made a perfonal compli
ment to his Majefty, and that the pretence for taking 
away thofe capacities fhould not be the religion of 
his Majetty’ s allies, o f his prefent fubjects of Canada, 
of his late fubjeóls of Corfica, or a eoniiderable 
part of his fleet, and of a great part of his army—  
that the principles that placed his family on the 
Throne Xvcre thofe o f Liberty— And that his Iriih

fubjedtai



Objects, i f  not convi&ed o f  felony, were entitled 
to t i e  enefit or thofe principles, 'and that the G V

a r t h t  T - N inJUÍÍÍCeand rtaf0n 31 !ejft good
W e  ob f , 7  hlS M 'X̂ y  has t0 the Crown.
tholic rl ’  f  ° n,y *a3PediœeRt to the d -  

aim, as the Jaw now ftands, was the o-th
■equ.nng the abdication o f  the worihip o f the V ir
gin * ary, and ot the dodrine o f  the real prefence •

«  to make thefe points, at fuch a time as this’ 
matter of alarm to the fafety o f  the King, was to

give an air ot ridicule to the ferions calamities in 
which thofe, his Minifters, had involved W  

That fuch opinions, now abftradted from foreign 
poh >cs, it was beyond the right or the power 07£  '

to !  T  punim- that had no ri~ht
°  tW er T  the t j bernacle o fth e  human mind, and

th T u h e C  r i ' 116J T geS ° f th e ir  ° VVn orthodoxy ;that the Catholics did not inlift his Maiefty f t o d j  
t e  o f  their religion, that his M ajefly  had 

e x a u  that the Catholics Ihoukl be o f h i s - t h a t  we 
knew o f  „o  royal rule either for religion or m , l e.

! "  ; a " d * >  <Mance b e t^ e n  divine a-d
luman nature be,,,g  i „ finite]y

hat reference between the K in g  and the S u b je ct  is

Jad ' '« « f o r e  in matters o f  religion they both 
are equally dark and ftouid  be e } uall, h u L u

that rtn»CT ,S 0r K ings affi,me »  on
lat lubjeit, they allume a familiarity with the A '

Wi'ndm ^  ' 3 tXCd> ° f  blali,!,era)' as Weil as o.
, I  n  « '"-oontem plaliot,, the mo,! profound 
on D tv.ne Nature, can only lead us to enc- grea

conclufion,



c n d n C o n , our own immeafarable inanity ; from 
Y. hence we Ihould learn, that we c a n  never ferve 

God but in ferviug hi’  creature, and to t in «  
fe rv e G o d b y a p ro fu fio n  of prayer, when «  de

grade and profcribe his creature an "
creature; was to fuppofe Heaven, hke the C o .r t  
Princes, a region of flattery, and that man can - 
procure a holy connivance at his inhumanity, on 
the perfonal application of luxunous and compli
mentary devotion, Or, if  the argument were to dé

te n d  from religions to moral ftudy, furey, ure 
Miniflers Ihould haveremembered that th e C x U . .
had contributed greatly to the expences of the war, 

and had bled profufely (herein; that the)r the 
felves were much in deb. to human nature and 
Ihould not lofe that one opportunity of paying 
vcrv fmall par. of it, merely by a ref,oration o f  loy- 
a lfu b :edts to their own inheritance, then Liberty. 
W e fúggefied fuch a itep as a mcafure of policy as 
well as juflice, with a view to the ftrength and 
power of his Majefty, who was moft improperly 
made a bar to fuch a conceffion. W e  fuggefled 

that his fituation with regard to A m e n c a - t o  Eu- 
rope— to his allies and enemies, was critical , and 
that it was a mockery of that fituation to fuppofe 
that the worfhip of the V irgin  Mary, or the doc
t r i n e  of real prefence, conftituted any part ot t , -

Royal difficulties ; that there was no fpedre to c - 
turb the Roval imagination, but an exifting u ^ 
ft an ce— a gigantic form walked the earth at this 
a  cirent, who fmote Crowns with a hundred hands,

* y n ry rf
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and opened for the fedudion o f  their fubjeds a hun

dred arms— Democracy ; and we implored Miriif- 
ters again ft fuch an enemy to ally and identify the 
K ing with all his people, without diftindion o f  re
ligion, and not to detach him from anv part o f  

them to make a miferable alliance with Prieftcraft, 
which was a tilling  caufe, and a fuperannuated folly. 
W it ’^regard to the danger offered to the connexion 
with nngland from the emancipation o f  the Catho
lics, We obferved, that the argument was o f  a moit 

, dang erous and mfulting nature, for it amounted to 
a declaration that the privileges o f a vaft portion o f 
a nation ihould be facriticed to another country ; 
that it was not the old internal*queftion, whether 

the privileges o f  one part o f Ireland iliould be facri- 
nced to the ambition ot the other, but whether a 
vaft defcription o f  the people o f  Ireland (hould be 
facrificed to England ; we obferved, that in this 
part ofthe argument we need not recur to juftice 
we m ight rely on policy ; and we aiked was it the 
policy o f  England for the purity o f Iriih faith to 
make experiments on Iriih allegiance ? we did not 
wifli to exaggerate— but were juftified in m aking 
this fuppofition— fuppofe Ireland the feat o f  Go- 

■vi-rnmeni, and that tor the better fecuring the fafe- 
ty o fthe King, here relident, and for the connexion 
o: Great Britain with Ireland, that the Iriih fhould 

incapacitate all the Proteftants o f England ? the 

fame affection w hich England, on that fuppofition 
would afford to the Iriih, the fame affedion has lhe 
now a right to exp ed  from Ireland. W hen Eng-

^  land
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the Conftitutional Lawgiver ; you baniih that fa
mily for the other ads, and you retain that ad  bv 
which they have banifhed the Commons.

It was obieded with more fuccefs that the con- 
ilitution of boroughs, however in theory defedive, 
has worked well in fact ; but it appeared to us that 
this was an hiftoric error— we ftated in anfwer to 
that objedion, that the birth o f the borough inun. 
dation, was the deftrudion of liberty and property—  
that James 1. the king who made that inundation, 
by that means deftroyed the titles o f his Irifh fubjeds 
to their lands, without the leaft ceremony— the rob- 
bery of his liberty was immediately followed by the 
robbery of his property ; for rely on it, the King 
that takes liberty will very foon take away property 
— he will rob the fubjed o f his liberty by influence, 
and then he may plunder him of his property by 
ftatute. There w’ere at that time, the hiftorian adds, 
inferior grievances ; what were they ? martial law 
and extortion by the foldiers, in levying the King’s 
duties— a criminal jurifdidion exercifed by the Caf- 
tle chamber, and a judicial power by the Council- 
Thefe inferior and thofe fuperior grievances, 
ámounted to no law at all. How could it happen, 
fays the Hiftorian, that the King could do all this 
with fo fmail an army, feize the properties o f  the 
fubjeds, and tranfport the inhabitant. I will pre
fume to conjedure ;— the King had another inftru- 
ment, morefubtle and more pliable than the fword 
— and again it the liberty o f the fubicd, ir>, re cold 

and deadly, a Court inftrument, that m unicrj free

dom



üom without the mark o f  blood— palls itfelf in th* 
covering o f  the conftiiution, and in her own co- 
ours, and in her name plants the dagger, a borou d i 

Parliament: Under this borough fyftem, the reign 
^ am es was bad, but the next was worie ; tïiç 

grievances which England complained of, under 
.  arles the ifr, Wcre committed in Ireland alfo.—  

meafures I mean called the new Councils—  
they had been aggravated here by an attempt to con.

te the province o f  Connaught: there is extant 
a correfpondence on the fubjecl of'Ireland, between 
the K in g  and his Deputy, Lord Strafford, o f  a moil 
criminal and difgufting nature ; his Majefty begins 
by profeffing his general horrors o f  the Conftitu- 
tion lie proceeds to acknowledge his particular in
juries to the Iriih, he owned that he had defrauded 
the Irifh o f  their promifed graces, and he exprefTes 
his fears that they have a right in juftice to aik what 

it was his intereft, as it appeared to be his determi

nation, torefufe. His Deputy— what does lie do ?
■e exceeds his royal mafter in his zeal againft the 

pretenfions o f Ireland. A  judicious Court fyco- 
phant will often flatter the Court o f  St. James, bv 
Irifh facrifice, whether it is the C onflitution, o*r 
the fair name o f  the country. He, the Deputy, had 

laid the h iftom n, two great o b je ts — one was to 
fleece the people o f Ireland and the other was to 
cheat them— to get the mdney, and to elude the 
graces. He fucceeded— why ? becaufe there was
another— a third inftrument, worfe than himfeif_

a borough Parliament— that borough Parliament
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met— it voted fix fubfidies, and redrefled nothing 
— this is virtue and public fpirit, in companion to 
what it did after— after committing thefe crimes for 
which the Deputyjuftly loft his head, after having 
feized part o f the province of C on nau gh t— after the 
inflicting martia! law— monopolies— railing an army 
againft law— and money to pay that army agaimt 
]llw— after fining ' and confining againft law— the 
b o r o u g h  Parliament vote that Deputy an extraoidi- 

nary fupply, and in the preamble of the act they 
pafs on that Deputy an extraordinary panegyric, 
with fuch a thorough conviction o f his iniquity and 
*heir cwr-— that they impeach after tnat very ivii- 
nifler for thofe very- aCis, and record a proteilation 
apúinfi the record of their panegyric, to give wayO'
to the mean nefs of another borough Parliament^ 
who, on the return of his family, cancels the re
cord of the protestation to reftore the force 
of the panygeric maflacre— confuiion— civil war
_religious fury followed naturally and o f courfe—
here vou fee hatched and matured the egg that 
prcducc-d the maflacre, and all that brood of 

mortal confequences.
The principles of right were rooted out of the 

land by Government, and they were amazed at 
anarchv— the barriers againft inundation were re
moved by the Government, and they were aftoriiihed 
to be overwhelmed by a popular torrent ; the prin
ciples of robbery w;ere planted by the Deputy, and 
the Government were furprifed at the growth of 
popular pillage— had the country been left to a ftate

( 3° )



o f  a barbarous nature fhe could not have been fo 

ihattered and con v u lied as when thus reduced to a 
tfateof barbarous art, where the Government h*id 
vitiated that Parliamentary Conftitution ; it pro- 
feflcd to introduce, and had introduced without 
profefimg it, influence not c i . iUzatio:', had fet one 
order o f the nation in feud agamft the other— had 
tainted the gentry with the itch o f  venality, (there 
was bribery in thofe days as well as violence,) and 

had given them ideas o f  vice but net days or re

finement. I pafs over a hundred and thirty years, 
a horrid vacuum in your hiftory o f borough Par
liaments—  fave only as it has been filled with four 

horrid images in the four-fold prOieript ion o f the re
ligion, trade, o f the judicative, and legiilative autho

rity o f the country, by the commercial reftridions o f 
W illiam , the penal laws o f  W illiam  and Anne, and 
the declaratory a d  o f the 6th o f  George. And I 

come to the boundary o f  the gulph where the 
Conftitution begins to fur and live in.an odennial 

bill, accompanied, however, with and correded by 

a court projed  o f new Parliamentary influence ar.d 
degradation. T h is  projed may be called a court 
plan íor íerorming borough Parliaments, but re
form ing them n o to n  the principle o f popubr re- 
prelentation, but o f a more complete and perfed 

exclufion and fcaniihment o f  the Commons— t::e 
people had begun tu form certain combinations 
with the oligarchy, and like weeds began to grow 
á little about the doors and courts o f  their o^n 

Houfes o f  Parliament, and like weeds' it was

thought
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thought proper to baniih them— and as Govern
ment had before reforted to the creation o f bo- 
roughs to overwhelm the Commons* io now they 
reforted to a new hoft of places and penfions to 
overwhelm the oligarchy. This is the famous half 
million, or the experiment of the Caille, to fecure 
the dépendance o f Parliament, and to prevent the 
formation o f an Iriih party again ft the domination 
o f a Britiíh Cabinet. T he Court could not then, 
like the iû  James and the xft Charles, command to 
rife up a new fabric of boroughs like a regal Pan- 
demomium, to conftitute a regal Houle o f  Com
mons ; it therefore engendered a young and nu
merous family o f places and peniions to bribe and 
îo buy, and to fpîit and fhat^ry'and to corrupt the 
oligarchy. Thus were the people once more ex
cluded from the chance of influence in Parliament, 
and as it were fhouldered from the threfhold o f  
their own houfe by a hoft o f  placemen and pen
sioners, who had left the caufe of the country to 
foïlow the fortunes o f  the ariftocracy, and now left 
the ariftocracy to follow the fortunes o f  the Court^ 
and then voted new loans and new taxes to furnifh 
wages for the douWe apoftacy. Y ou  had now bu* 
firtle to give up, and that little you furrendered ; 
you çrave vour prpviiion trade by an embargo o f  
76 to the contractors, and you furrendered by new 
loate and taxes, vour revenues to the Minifter.* J
Yott accompanied thefe facriiices with the unvary
ing felicitations o f borough Parliaments, on the 
virtues of Government, on the great and growing

profperi
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profperity of your Country, and her commerce* 
which bring the poor prógrefs o f  the country, your 
borough hiftorv and that o f your C hief Governors, 
a continuation ot r&pine, they have been wittily 
called* to the catal'rophe o f 79» which found your 
State a bankrupt, and your community a beggar, 

and which induced Parliament to declare that 
fuch has been the workings of* your borough fyf- 
tem, and luch the fenfe o f  that Parliament refpedt- 
ing it, that nothing but a free trade could fave the 
country from impending ruin. I wiih to fpeak 
with all honour o f  the Parliament at that moment, 
but muft recolleót the circumftances o f  that mo- 
menti W h y  did Parliament’  exprefs itfelf in that 
manner at that time, and demand its rights a ihort 
time after ? becaufe Parliament was at thofe mo
ments in contad  with the people, and it is the ob- 
jedt o f  the Reform  that (he ihould continue in con
tait with the people always, and with the M inifter 
never, except the people fhould bè in contact with 
him : that Parliament declared that nothing could 
fave this country from impending ruin, except a 
free trade— but in declaring that it declared much 
more ; it protefted againft thefe borough Parlia
ments o f  a century, who had acquiefced in the lofs 
o f  a free trad e; who had fuffered the country to 
be reduced to that ftate o f  impending ruin, for 
want o f  that free trade— and who had beheld the 
approaches o f  that ruin with aprofufion o f  thanks, 
and a regular felicitation on the grow ing profperity 
and flouriihing commerce o f  a ruined country—

E and

( 33 )



( 34 )

and that Parliament did, by necelTary inference, 
declare, to favethe country from returning to that 
ftate o f ruin— and it was abfolutely necefiary to re
form the ftate and model of thofe Borough Parlia
ments— and therefore is an authority for a popular 
reprefentation, as well as for a free trade— indeed 
it not only proclaimed the neceiïïty, but conftituted 
it ; for in a fhort time after it gave this country a 
new political fituation, wherein fhe ceafed tobea 
province, and became a nation, and o f courfe it 
rendered thoie borough Parliaments that were ade
quate to the management of a province, abfurd 
and inapplicable when that province became a 
nation. A  province muft be governed with a 
View to the intereit o f  another country— a nation 
with a view to her own intereit— a borough Parlia
ment was therefore not only competent to govern a 
province, but the oniy hind of Parliament fit for 
the degradation of fuch a fervice, and for that very 
reafon it was the moft unfit and inadmiffible inftru- 
ment in the government o f a nation— for the prill-m m • *» . •#. / # )>. i * V.’ . • M- . -
ciple of its birth, being, in that cafe, oppoiite to the 
principle of its duty— the principle of its birth be
ing court intrigue, with touched and tainted con
tractors, and the principle o f its duty being the de
fence o f the nation againft fuch intrigue and fuch 
contractor— the nature o f  Parliament being oppofed 
to its duty, or its duty to its parent, being in contra
diction with its duty to its country— it follows that 
the nation in fuch a cafe muft be reprovincialized, 
and the independency fuppofed to have been then

obtained



obtained, at that period would have been only a 
transfer o f  dependancy from the Parliament ' o f  
Great-Britain to the Court o f  St. James’s, in covin 
and m couple with the borouKh-brokers o f  Ireland ; 
therefore the independency o f your Parliament, and 
the full and free reprefentation o f  your people are 
terms fynonimous and commenfurate. In oppofiti- 
on to this hiftory, and thefe arguments fubmitted in 
different fhapes to the Houfe, in fupport o f  Parlia- 
mentary Reform, it was replied, that the borough 
conftitution had worked well at leaft fince 1782—  
for before no man will contend for it, and that the 
country had greatly advanced in commerce and in 
tillage ; and indeed as far as the ploughman and the 

weaver are concerned, too much cannot be faid to 
juitify againft every charge o f  floth, the character o f  
the Iriihman, and to vindicate againil a vulgar error, 

the native energy o f  a ftrong, hardy, bold, brave’ 
laborious, warm-hearted, and F A IT H F U L  R A C E  

p f  M E N . But as far a§ that boait goes to political 
meafures, we cannot fo well exprefs our deteftation 
o f t h e m a s b y  recital; the propofitions— the new 
taxes without the trade— the new debt, notwith- 
ftanding the new taxes— the fale o f the Peevage— the 
furrender o f  the Eail India trade for the re^expon 
trade— the refufal o f the re-export trade, without 
fuch barter— the inequality o f  the channel trade, 
and the prefent provincial tariff fuffered llill to ob

tain between the two countries— 8,ooojoooj. o f  loan 
voted on account o f  the war, without commercial 
oompenfation, liberality, or equality— the encreafe

E 2 o f
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o f offices, f o r  t h e  profeffed purpofes o f procuring i

majority— another encreafeof offices fince the place 
bill— the bar bill— the convention bill— the gun
powder bill— the indemnity bill— the fécond indem
nity bill— the infurreaion bill— the fufpenüon ot 
the habeas corpus— General Lake’ s proclamation v/ 
order of Government— the approbation aftorde 
to that proclamation— the fubfequent proclamation 
of Government, more military and decifive tl e 
ûrder to the military to a d  without waiting for the 
xivil power— the imprifonment of the middle orders 
without law— the detaining them in prifpn without 
hritiging them to trial— the tranfporting them with
o u t 'law— burning.their houfes ; burning their villa
g e s — murdering them ; crimes, many of which are 

pyb*ic, and many committed which are conceale 
bv the fuppreffion of a free prefs, by military force 
— the preventing the legal meetings o f  counties 
t o  petition his Maiefty, by orders acknowledged to

be given to the military to difperfe them ; fubvertmg 
the fabjeóts' right to petition— and finally, the intro- 

duétiort of practices not only unknown to law, but
unknown to civilized and chriftian countries.------
Such has been the working of the borough fyftem ; 
nor could fuehmeafures have taken place but for 
that fyftem. Such pra6Uce$, however, have in part 
been defended V  aéts of power, neceffary to prevent 
infurreélipn, and puniih confpiracy. But it appear
ed to us, that in . thefe pradlices Government was 
c o m b a t i n g  effects, not- çaufes ; and that thofe prac

tices encreafe theie caufes, and therefore will en-
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creafe thofe effe&s ; that admitting every charge of 
confpiracy and difaffeétion in its fulleft extpnt 
that confpiracy and difafte&ion are only effe&s o f  
that great fundamental caufe that parent confpi
racy formed fome years ago, to procure by corrup
tion defpotic power. That is the caufe, and that 
caufe adts according to the reception of its matter, 

and the tempers and conflit utions to which it ap
plies ; and therefore produces on fame men difloy- 
alty, in fome republicanifm, in fome the fpirit of 
reform ; but in all, deep, great, and grow ing dis
content. That is tiie çaufe and the poifon which has 
made fome men mad, and all rtièn fick : and tho’ 
the Government may not be able to reftore reafoa 
to the mad, or loyalty to the republican, yet if  they 
mean to reftore health to the fick, if  they mean to 
j-eftore content and confidence to all, to moil, or  to 
any confiderable portion o f  the people, they muft 
takeaw ay the poifon, they m uft remove the caui:. ; 

they muft reform the Parliament. T h e y  have told 
us at fome times, and at other times they have faid 
the contrary, that it is a fpirit of plunder, not poli
tics, that is abroad : idle talk— whatever be the 
crime of the prefent fpirit, it is not the crime of 

theft— if  fo, it were eafily put down ; no, it is a po
litical, not a predatory fpirit ; it is the fpirit or po
litical reformation, carried to different degrees 
to liberty, in fomeinftances— to ambition, in others 

— and to power, in others. A nd even in thefe cafes 
where charged to be carried to coniifcation, it is

evident from the charge hfelf that coniifcation looks
to
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to political vengeance, not private plunder ; ancj 
therefore the beft way o f laying that fpirit, o f  what
ever defigns or intents, is to lay the pre-exifting fpi
rit o f  unlawful power and unconftitutional influ
ence, that has frighted the people from Parliament, 
and has called to our world tha£ other potent and 
uncircumfcribed apparition. The way to defend 
your property, is to defend your liberty ; and the 
bell method to fecure your houfe againft a Defen
der is to fecure the Commons’ Houfe againft a Mi- 
nifrer. u There w js ambition, there was /edition* 

there was violence, mixing in the public caufe,”  
laid Lord Chatham to Mr. Flood, in a private con
v e n tio n , as he told me, on the civil war between 
Charles I. and his People. ** There was,”  faid he* 

ambition— there was fedition— -there was vio- 
“  le nee but no man will perfuade me that it was 

not the caufe of liberty on one fide, and tyranny 
on the other.” — :— So here there may be confpira-* 

cy— there may be republicanifm, there may be a fpi
rit o f plunder mixing in the public caufe j— but it 
is a public caufe, and let no man perfuade you that 
it is not the caufe o f liberty on one fide, and tyran

ny other, i he hiftorian o f thefe melancho
ly and alarming times, cenfuring perhaps both the 
Mitiifter and the Oppoiition, and cenfuring us more 
f ° r our relaxation than violence, will, i f  a candid 
man, clofe the fad account byobferving, “  that on 

the wîjole, the caufe of the Iriiti diftradion o f 97 
Was the eondiuSi o f the fervants o f  Government 

“  endeavouring to tfiabliíh' by unlimited bribery

“  abfolute



“  abfolute power— that the fyftem o f  coercion was 

“  a necefiarv confequence, and part o f the fyftem o f 
“  corruption, and that the two fyftems in their fuc- 
<c cefs would have eftabliihed a ruthlefs and horrid 
“  tyranny— tremendous, and intolerable— impofed 

a on the Senate by influence, and the people by 
“  arms.” — Againit fuch excefs o f degradation—  
againft any excefs whatfoever, we moved the middle 
and as we thought the compciing and the falutary 
meafure— a Reform o f  Parliament, which fliould 
give a Conftitution to the People— and the Catholic 
Emancipation, which fhould give a People to the 
Conftitution. W e  fupported that meafure by the 
argument herein advanced, and we defended our- 
felf by fuch, againft a deluge o f  abufe conveyed in 
the public prints againft us on account o f  that mea- 
fure— and I re-ltate thofe arguments, that however 
the majority o f the Houfe o f Commons m ight have 
been afFecfted, your underftanding may not be car
ried away by fuch a torrent of inveóHve. W e  urged 
thefe coniiderations— we might have added sia  our 
defence the dangers o f  invafion, and infurre&ion, 
panics moft likely to incline the Minifter to concur 
in fuch a meafure, which meafure feems to be our 
beft, I might fay our only defence againit thofe dan

gers and thofe panics, we might have added confi. 
derations o f  the immenfe expence attendant on 
the working, as it is called, o f this Borough 
Conftitution : which expence may be called the 
prodigality o f  mifreprefentation, or the huge and 
gigantic profuiion which the people fupply for turn

ing
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ing themíelves out o f Parliament. It is well knowrt 
that the price o f boroughs is from 14 to i6,oool. and 
has in the courfe of not many years increafed one- 
third ; a proof at once of the extravagance and au
dacity of this abufe, which thus looks to immorta
lity, and proceeds, unawed by the times and unin- 
ftruCted by example ; and, in moments which are 
held alarming, entertains no fear, conceives no pa
nic, and feels no remorfe which prevents the chap
man and dealer to go on at any rifque with his vil
lainous little barter, in the very rockings and frown* 
ings o f the elements, and makes him tremble in
deed at liberty, but not at crimes. “  Sufpend the 
'■* habeas corpus a&— take away the poor man—  
“  fend the reformer to newgate— imprifon the 
“  north ; but for the trade of Parliament— for the 

“  borough-broket* of that trade, don’t affeft him ; 
“  give him a gunpowder a<ft, give him a convention 
“  bill, give him an iniurre&ion bill, give him an 
“  indemnity bill, and, having faturated him with 
“  the liberty o f his country, give him ail the plun- 
“  der o f the State.”  Such is the practical language 
o f that great Noun o f Multitude— the borough-bro- 
ker, demurring on the troubles o f the times, which 
he himfelf has principally cauied, and lying at the 
door of a fecretary full of fores and exadions. This 
fiím I fpeak of, this 14 or 16,000!. mi:fl ultimately 
be paid by you ; it is this increafe o f  the price of 
boroughs which has produced the increafe o f the 
experce of your eftabliihments, and this increafe of 
the expence o f your etfablilhmerit, which-has pro

duced
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duced this increafe for the price o f  your boroughs ; 
they operate alternately like caufe and efFeft, and 
have within themfelves the double principle o f  rapid 
ruin fo that the people pay their members as 
formerly, but pay them more, and pay them for 

Miprefenting others, not themfelves, and giving the 
public purie, full and open, to the M iniüer, and 
rendering it back empty to the people. Oh, un

thrifty people ! who ever furrendered that invalua
ble right o f  paying your own reprefentatives— rely 
on it, the people muft be the prey i f  they are 
not the paymafters. T o  this public expence we 
ate to add the monftrous and bankrupt wafte 
o f  private property, becoming now fo great, that 
hbneft men, can*t, in any number, afford to come 
into Parliament :— the expence amounts to a 
child s portion, and the child muft be wronged, or 
the fathei iold or excluded. T hus, in the borough 
conftitutiûn, is private virtue and public fet at va
riance, and men muft renounce the fervice o f  their 
country or the iniereft o f their family ; from this 
evii, the lofs o f  private fortune, a much greater 
lofs is likely hereafter to take place, the lofs o f  ta
lent in ihe public fervice J for this great expence 
muft in the end work out o f  Parliament all unfti- 
pendiary talent that afts for the people, and flip ply 
it by ftipendiary talent that ads againft them. W hat 
man o f  finall fortune, what man o f  great fortune 
can now afford to come into the Houfe o f  Com
mons or fuftain the expence o f  a feat in Parliament, 
or of a contefted election ? and what open place,

F except
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except in a very few initances, (the city is one of 
them) where the ele&ors return without colt to 
their reprefentatives ? I know fome who have great 
talents and have exercifed them in the public fer- 
vice, are difpofed to decline fituations, to the 
honefl individual fo expenfive, and to the public 
now fo unprofitable. T o  this I am to add a greater 
evil than thofe already ftated, the expenditure of 
morals. What (hall vve fay for the morals of a 
country— how many years purchafe would you 
give for her virtue, whofe Miniftry founded its 
authority on moral depravity, and formed a league 
and covenant with an oligarchy to transfer for hire, 
virtually and fubftantiaHy, the powers of legiflation 
to the Cabinet o f another kingdom ? W e inveigh 
againil other combinations— what fort of a combi
nation is this ? This, I know not by what name to 
approach it, fhoots its virus into the heart and mar
row of the higher orders of the country. Make 
your People horieft, fays the Court— make your 
Court honeft fay the People ;— it is the higher claf- 
fes that introduce corruption— thieving may be 
learned from poverty— but corruption is learned 
from riches— it is a venal court that makes a venal 
country— that vice defcends from above ; the pea- 
fajit does not go to the caftle for the bribe, but the 
caílle candidate goes to the peafanir-^and the caftle 
candidate offers the bribe to the pc/uuct, becaule he 
expe&s in a much greater bribe to be repaid by the 
Minifler ; thus things go on ; ’ tis impoflible they 
can laft ;— the trade o f  Parliament ruins every

thing



thing ; your Minifters refted their authority en
tirely on that trade, till now they call in the aid o f 
military power to enforce corruption by the fword 
— the laws did, in mv judgment, afford the Crown 
fufficient power to adminifter the country, and 
preferve the connexion with Great Britain, but our 
Minifters have defpifed the ordinary traci, and 
plain, obvious, legitimate and vulgar bonds be
tween the K in g  and the fubjeéf ; they have reforted 
to the guinea and the gallows, as to the only true 
and faithful friends o f  Governm ent, and try to 
hang where they can’ t corrupt ; they have extended 
the venal flipendiary principle to all conftituted au
thorities ; they have given the taint to the grave 
Corporator as well as the Senator, arid have gone 
into the halls and ftreet to communicate the evil 
to the m iddling and orderly part o f  the foçiety ; 
they have attempted the independency o f  the bar. 
I have great objections to the bar-bill— and my ob
jections are great in proportion to my regards for 
the profeffion, whofe lignai fervices to the caufe o f 
libtrty muft prove to every man’ s cpnvi&ion how 
valuable the acquisition, and how ineftimable the 
lofs of that profound and acute profeffion muft be 
to the caufe o f  a country fuch as this was formerly, 

where the rule o f Government was the law o f the 
land. W e  have heard o f  complaints againft fyf- 
tems of diforganization ; what is this fyftem ? Is 
not the corruption o f organized bodies their dif- 
folution ? Is not their perverlion worfe than their 

diifolution I  W hat ihall we fay o f the attempts of
F 2 Minifters

( 43 )



í 44 )

Miniftcrs on Sheriffs, and the appointment of that 
magiftrate with a view to Parliamentary influence 
only— and to the prevention of legal aggregate 
meetings— and the fuppreffion of the public fenti-
ment.------Thefe things muft have an end— this
diforganization o f conftituted authorities by court 
influence muft have an end. I am not fuperftitious 
■— but I know that ftates, like individuals, are pu- 
nifhed ; it is to prevent their punifhment we affay- 
ed their reformation ; they are punilhed collective
ly; and they are punifhed ilowly, but they are pu- 
nifhed : where the people are generally or univer- 
fally corrupt, the fociety comes to a ftate o f  diflb- 
lution ; where that corruption is confined to thofe 
who adminifter the country, that power muft come 
to a itate o f dilTblution ; but in order tq prevent the 
fociety from partaking of that corruption and con- 
fequence of that corrupt dilTolution, it is necefiary 
that the power that adminifters the country fliould 
be brought fpeedily and radically to a ftate of refor
mation ; the beft fyftems are not immortal ; are 
ihew orft? Is the trads o f Parliament immortal? 

Have the beft fyftems periihed* ?— and ihall this 
be impaffible and everlafting, infinite in its 
duration, as it is unbounded in its profligacy.—  
What was the csfe of Carthage— of Rome— and of 
the court of France What is the cafe o f the court 
o f England ? Sitting under the ftroke of Juftice for 
*he American war— paying pains and penalties in 
augmented burdens and diminiihed glory ; that in
fluence which has dcprefied her liberty has deftroyed

her
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fier energy, and rendered her as unfit to preferve her 
empire as her freedom. As long as the battle was 
between the Court and the Conftitution, the former 
was perfectly equal to fubdue her own people ; but 
when fiie was to combat another peop.'e, ihc’ was 
unequal to the tafk, and for the very reafon, bc- 
caufe fhe had feduced and debafed her own.— T h e 
corruption o f the Court has rendered England vin
cible, and has endued her in her prefent fiate o f  
national degradation with an infenfibility o f  glory 

the refult and evidence o f  mental degeneracy. I 
remember to have heard Lord Chatham in one o f 
his fpeeches on the Middlefex election obferve, that 
in his Miniftry the object o f  the Court o f  England 

was the conqueft ofthe French, and {hat now it was 
the conqueft o f  M r. W ilkes. T he purfuing fuch 
like conquefts as thofe over Mr. W ilkes, has enabled 
fhe French to eftablifh a conqueft over the Englifij. 
T he king who is advifed to conquer the liberty o f his 
fubje&s, prepares thofe fubjeJts fo ra  foreign yoke. 
The Romans were conquered at Cannæ, 5rft by Var- 

ro, and afterwards by Hannibal. T h e  Englifh have 
been conquered firft by the Minifter, and after- 
w^ards by the French. Thcfe Romans were finally 
conquered by the barbarians o f  the North, becaufc 
they had been previoufiy conquered by the Princes 

o f  the Empire— and then the half-armed favage with 
the pike and the pole came down on the frontiers 
and difpofed of the mailers o f  the world as o f  the 
itock o f  the land— the gouty ftock o f the rich, and 
the mute ftock o f  the people. '

It
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It is now fixty years iince the adoption o f the pro- 

feél tofuppiy in corruption what the Chief Magi- 
frrate loft in prerogative— the lefs of thirteen pro- 
> inces, of i zc,cco,ooo!.— to lofe thefe provinces, 
the lofs of* our fiation in Europe, the lofs of 130 
millions, to lofe that ftation— to place the Crown 
of England as low in Europe as in America— and to 
p it France at the head o f Europe, inftead of Great 
-Britain, while her people crouch under a load of 
debt and taxes, without an empire to confole, o r a  
cc'ii'itution to cover them, has been the working 
c i  that project— it has worked fo well as to have 
worked the people out of their liberty, and his Ma- 
ieity out o f his empire ; to leave him as little autho
r i t y  in Europe, as his people in Parliament ; and to 
put the Kr-.p;at the feet of France, as the people are 
put at tht? iVc-t o f the King ; public credit has alfo 
fallen a victim to. this its fuccefs, its la ft great con- 
^jueíl after liberty and empire. In this rapid de
cline no one Minister has been pvmifhed or even 
ijuefiioncd , and an empire and a conftitution have 
been loft without one penal example ; and in a war 
unparalleled in expence and difgrace, and attended 
v ith the grolTeft and ranked errors, clofing the ac
count o f  blood with proclamations o f infolvency—  
i;.'» murmur from the Parliament o f either countries 
— nHmurmur I  Far from enquiry or complaint, 
c-r,;f.cieïïce has uniformly attended defeat and dis
honour. The M in if ie d  majorities are become as 
r.ur cr-ouo as his diferaces ; and fo zîeaiîtic have

D  O  O

-been I,ip encroachments on theJindepender/cy o f the
Corft itution,
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Gonftitution, that they can only be matched by the 
gigantic encro.iclnnent o f  the enemy on the empire. 
In fhort, fo perfectly do the people appear to be dri
ven out oi a!! footing in the Conftitution, that when 
his Majefty is driven out o f  almoft all footing in 

Europe, and a cjueftion is made bv the people, 
whether the Maniftors oi thefe difgraces and disho
nours ihall be diimilled they have their majority 
at hand to fupport them.— Againft this inundation 
of evil we interpofed Reform ; we were convinced 
o f  its neceiftty from the confederation o f corruption 
at home ; we were confirmed in that conviction 
from the confideration o f  revolutions abroad. YVe 
faw the regal power o f  France deftroved by debts, 
by expence, and by abufes ; we faw the Nobility in
terpole for thole abufes only, to encumber the 
Throne with their ruins, and to add revolution of 
property to revolution o f  governm ent; we faw in 
the American revolution, that a people determined 
to be free cannot be enilaved ; that Britifli Govern
ment was not equal to the talk, even in plenitude 
©f empire, fupported by the different governments 
o f  the provinces, and by the fad apcftacy o f  the 
haplefs loyalift ; that loyalift is a leftbn to the rich 
and great to Hand by their country in all fituations 
— and that in a conteft with a remote Court, the iirft 
poft o f  fafety is to ftand by the country, and the fé
cond poft o f fa fety isto  ftand by the country, and 

the third poft o f  fafety is to ftand by the 
country— In that Am erican conteft we faw 
that Reform which had been bora in Englai/d

and
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and banifhed to America, advanced like tlie 
Shepherd Lad in Holy W rit, and overthrow Goliah. 
3-?e returned riding on the wave of the Atlantic, and 
his fpirit moved on the waters o f Europe.— The 
royal fhip of France went down— the BritiCh man of 
war labours— your veflel is affedted—-throw your 
people overboard, fay your Ministers, and ballait 
w ith your abufes— throw your abufes over-board, 
we faid, and ballaft with your people. W e  recol- 
ledied thefe iflands Were formerly placed in a fea o f  
defpotifm— we law they were now two kingdoms in 
a republican ocean, iituated between two great re
volutions, with a certainty of being influenced more 
or lefs bv one or by both. W é  afked ourfelves was

J  J

it poffible that the American revolution could have 
had furfi effects on France, and that the American 
and the French revolutions would have no effeft on 
thefe countries. The queftions that affeólthe world, 
are decided on the theatre o f the world. T h e  great 
queftion o f  popular liberty was fought 011 the great 
rivers of Europe and America— it remained to mo
derate what we could not govern— and what method 
fo fafe to moderate popular power, as by limited 
Monarchy ? and what method remains to limit the 
Monarchy o f thefe kingdoms (it has now no limits) 
but by reforming Parliament ? What method, I fay, 
to prevent a Revolution but a Reformation ?— and 
what is that Reformation o f Parliament, but the 
reiloration to the people o f Self-legiflation, with* 
out which there is no liberty, as without Reform 
no Self-legiihtion ?— So we reafoned. The Govern

ment
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ment o f  a country may be placed in the hands o f 
one man, and that one man may refide in another 
kingdom, and yet the people may be free and fatis- 
fied ; but to have the Legiilature o f the country, or 

what is the fame thing, the influencing and direct
ing fpirit o f the Legillature placed out o f  the coun
tr y ,  to have not only the K in g  but the Legiilature 
.an abfentee— -to have not only the head but the 
heart difpofed of in another country— fuch a con
dition may be a difguifed, but it is unqualified and 
perfect defpotifm. Self-legiflation is life, and has 
been fought for, a§ for being. It was that princi
ple that called forth refinance to the Houfe o f  Stu
art* and baptized with Royalty the Houfe o f  Hano

ver, when the people flood fponfors for their allegi
ance to the liberty o f  the fubjects ; for Kings are 
but fatellites, and your freedom is the luminary 

that has called them to the ikies. It was with a 
view, therefore, to reftore Liberty, and with a view 

. alfo to fecure and immortalize Royalty, by reftoring 

. to the people felf-legiflation— we propofed Reform ; 
a principle o f  attraction about which the K in g  and 

■ people would fpin on quietly and infenlibly in regu
lar movements, and in a fyftem common to them 
both. “  N o— no— no— the half million, faid the 
“  MiniÜer, that is my principle o f  attraction. 
“  A m on g the rich, I fend my half million, and I 
“  difpatch my coercion among the people.”  His 
D evil went forth— He deftroyed Liberty and Pro

perty— He confumed the Prefs— He burned Houles 
and Villages— He murdered— and he failed. “  Re-

G  “  cal
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‘ ‘ caï your murderer, we faid, and in his place dif- 
patch our meiTenger— try conciliation— Y o u  

*( have declared you wiíh the People fhould rebel, 
“  to which we anfwer— God forbid !— Rather let 
“  them weary the royal ear with petitions, and let 
“  the Dove be again fent to the King ; it may bring 
f ‘  back the Olive— and as to you, thou mad Minif- 
f( ter ! who pour in regiment after regiment to dra- 
“  goon the Irifh, becaufe you have forfeited their 
“  affecftions, we befeech, we fupplicate, wre admo- 
“  nifh, reconcile the people— combat Revolution 
“  by Reform— let blood be your laft experiment.”  
Combat the Spirit o f Democracy by the Spirit o f 
Liberty— the wild Spirit o f Democratic Liberty, by 
the regulated Spirit o f Organized Liberty, fuch as 
may be found in a limited Monarchy with a free 
Parliament— but how accomplifh that but by re
forming the prefent Parliament, whofe narrow and 
contracted formation in both countries, excludes 
popular reprefentation— i. r. excludes felf-legiilati- 
on— e. excludes liberty, and whofe fatal compli
ances, the refait of that defective reprefentation 
have earned, or countenanced, or fandioned, cr 
fjffered for a courfe o f years, a fucceffion o f mea- 
fjres which have collected upon us fuch an accu
mulation o f calamity— and which have finally at an 
immenfe expence, and through a fea o f  blood, 
iiranded thefe kingdoms on a folitary fhore, naked 
o f 'empire, naked of liberty, and naked o f  inno
cence, to ponder on an abyfs which has fwallowed 
up one part of their fortunes, and yawns for the re
mainder.

•



May the Kingly power that forms one eflate m cur 
Conftitution, continue for ever ; but let it be as it prcfefjes to 
be, and as by the principles and laws of thefe countries, it 
fhould be, one ejlate only— and not a po wer conftltuting ont 
eflate, creating another, and influencing a third.

“  May tin Parliamentary Conjlitution profper • but let it 
be an operative, independent and integral part o f the Confli-
tution, advifmg, confining,, and fometimes direct mg, the 
Kingly power.

May the Houfe of Commons fiourifh ; but let the peo
ple be the foie author o f its exijlence, as they fhould be the 
great objeft o f its care.

May the connexion with Great Britain continue ; but 
I t  the refult o f that connexion be, the pcrfeil freedom, in 
the fair eji and fu ll eft fenfe, o f all defcrtptions o f men, 
without diflinclion of religion.

u To this purpofJ we. fpoke— and Jpeaking this to no 

putpofe, withdrew----It now remains to add this f,applica
tion '.— However it may pleafe the Almighty to difpofe of 
Princes, or o f Parliaments— M A Y  T H E  L IB E R T IE S  
O F  T H E  P E O P L E  B E  I M M O R T A L .”

Henry Grattan.
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