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70 THE PUBLIC.

HAVING perceived that the following LETTERS and
SPEECHES, wken‘ they appeared in the Newspapers, at-
tracted very general Attention, the EDITOR takes the Li-
berty of offering them to the Public in the Form of a Pamphlet,
that they may be rescued from that Danger of perishing, te

which ephemeral Prints are $o much exposed.




THE RT. HON. HENRY GRATTAN.

i

Hei mihi, qualis erat !/ quantum mutatus al illo !
I ADDRESS you, Sir, with a mingled and unutterable emo-

tion : my heart is rent with sorrow, and sunk is my estimation
of human nature ; T weep over the fallen Pillar of my Country
— I stand shocked at the wreck of intellect and honour—I cover
my face with my hand. Behold him, my Countrymen—be-
hold the pride and glory of the land—bchold the incorruptible
Patriot, the Champion of Emaneipation, the Constitutional
Warrior, who, for near half a century, battled on the side ef
Freedom; behold that Man in the hour of his degradation—bhis
integrity extinguished, his energies nerveless, and his former
glories struck prostrate to the Earth. The blast of Corruption
has reached him—and the tree, which flourished on its native
soil, now withers, a transplanted trunk! Whence this degra-
dation ? whence this lapse of nature and of rectitude? It s a
subject of shame and sorrow.

Like the Ministry, on its formation, your conduct, Sir, has
spread dismay and consternation thro’ the land ; 1t has loosen-
ed the ligaments of public safety and of confidence—the frame
of the community is shaken. ~ You have much to answer for:
the charge against you is momentous—and, unhappily, you
stand destitute of defence. -What is your. conduct ?  You
support a Bill, which you once Justly reprobated, and which
consigns that Country, whose PENSIONARY you are, to the ar-
bitrary exercise of a Figour beyond the Law. Upon what au-
thority 2. Upen the mysterious dictum of a retired Secretary,
not so lately in Ireland as you, Sir, his political mouthpiece—
and ‘whe, thongh perched at his elbow during the discussion,
uiters not a single word upon the subject. As this specieg- of
secondary evidence would not be admitted in a Court of Justice,
where the interest of the humblest individual was concerned,

- Wherefore, then, should it be allowed, when the welfare of a
- y | _
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community s involved? However, T assert that you carried
the Bill—for it passed upon your credit and authority, -You
sat, indeed, by the cradle of Treland—you followed her hearse 3
but you also blew the¢ trumpet—not of her'resurrection, as was
vainly hoped—but of her annihilation! You swelled the blast
which gave the Subjects, man, woman, and child, of that very
IRELAND, your Native Land, to the caprice and violence of le-
galized Oppression. The Secretary was mute; but; had he
made a single comment on the occasion, it may surely have been
retorted on him, that Mr. GRATTAN, once the Friend of his
Country, bad stated, on the Proposition question, that ¢ .4
Lord Lieutenant’s Secretary was an unsafe Commentator on an
TIrish Constitution.”” But, as the Right Hon. Gentleman held a
cold and cheerless taciturnity, the meaning of the Oracle must
be had through you, its conducting instrument. The mystical
Prompter makes known, that ¢ DARK AND SECRET MEETINGS”
were held in Ireland. If so, and that he knew of such, it was
his duty to bave suppressed them at the instanty and not left
them an accumulating legacy to his successor. He was, there-
fore, guilty of anegligence, which, in an ordimary person, would
have been punishable by law. He could not, surely; have al-
luded to the meetings of those unfortunate meny denominated
» Threshers—for the Civil Authority was found sufficient to sup=-
press them. No other class of disturbers were, in his day, known
in the Country. Where, then, do those men of Buckrant exist 2
1 am bold to say, no where, but in the corrupted heart 5 they
are not even the phantasmagoria of a terrified imagination.—
The late Chancellor, whose situation must have furnished ample
means of knowledge, bears no testimony to their existence; the
most respectable Characters in the Kingdom are unacquainted
with them 3 nor has there been a single document produced, ot
a single fact stated, on which to ground even a plausible pretext
for the enactment of this measure. All, all rests upon the as-
sertion of a retired Secretary, adopted by you, Sir, the pivot of
the machinery—the focus to concentrate the burning glare, and
direct it to your native soil. In the calenture of 1ts feelings,
our Country repays you by its heavy malediction. You have
undone the land ; and, when you next press it, will surely feel
the weight of the Public Eye, and taste the bitterness of Public

Indignation.
Was the necessity of this measure proved by the opposition
of the late Law Officers of the Crown, who voted in the mino-
2 rity? Had the Ministry continued, those learned and able men
would have been consulted on, perhaps been the framers of a
Bill, bearing some similitude to the present. Their’s, indeed,
would, inall probability, have been a Bill of Pre_:cau-uon-—but
) your’s is to remedy a necessily, which does not exist. However,
f these distinguished Gentlemen disapproved of your Bill—and
' such disapproval is, in my mind, a strong argument agamst .

’ The Brother of His Grace the Duke of Bedford oppose ity the

~ __\:;
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Member of that County which contains the Metropolis of Tre-
{and opposed it; the Committee which acted for Mr.GraTTAN,
and the men who sent Mr. GRATTAN into Parliament—all, all
are in opposition to the Bill ; and yet that Gentleman, in open
hostility to the Publi¢ Opinion and the voice of Truth—without
consulting his own understanding, or means of information—
supports and carries, on the suggestion of another, a measure
which extinguishes the glory of his own great name, and flings
dishonour and destruction on his native land. Shame! shame
upon the pseudo Patriot, who can thus outrage humanity, make
moral excellence a subject of derision, and give to his enemy a
weapon of trinmphant retaliation.

You, Sir, must feel, and severely too, the scorn of the liv-
ing ; and, though the dead cannot rise to reproach you, yet
must you experience a pang at the memory of the immortal
FOX. Had he lived, you would have sunk before the majesty
of his mind; your tongue would have faltered; and you had
not dared to breathe a sentiment, in support of that Bill, which
1s your downfall. He would have done what you had not firm-
ness to do, he would have rescued your character, and your
country. Bat though Death has relieved you from the reproach
of his eye, and the stinging truth of his tongue, you have the
well-earned praise of most deserving and beloved men. The
Apeostles of the Scourge congratulate and applaud their regene-
rated Disciple. Their panegyric is not given in the bitterness of
farcasm ; not so, it is the meed of acknowledged virtue—the
wreath of honour—it is a crown of glory : their’s are, indeed,
but few ; yet is the approval of that few more endearing to the
heart than the displeasure of millions can be wounding. Puri-
ty of intention is_ their motto; Moderation and Liberality are
their handmaids ; and Merey is their ruling principle. Insuch
society, how sublime must be the intellectual communion !
how blessed the practical effect! Hail! holy congregation! nur-
ture, I pray you, and nourish this your renovated proselyte,
whom I leave at present to your care and encouragement.—
Detach not his mind from that Peerage, which he, patriotically,
grasps at; but in the embraces of political pollution, permit
the Apostate, in the words of JuN1us, to ¢ sit down for the re-
mainder of his life, 1NfFAMOUS and cONTENTED.”

TIMOLEON,

TO THE EDITOR OF THE CORRESPONDENT.,

—.——

SIR,
THERE are not a féw amongst us who will not allow a man
any ather form of a public character than that which they them«
selves have, with somewhat of arbitrary license, fixed upon ;
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and whenever they cannot discover the immediate reasons which
influence the conduct of a public man, they generously provide
others themselves, which prejudice or folly 1s ready to supply ;
and as these are not of too flattering a nature, they are sure to
find many to approve of them, for the virulence and acrimony
which recommend them to the meaner passions of the world.
The public prints have lately horne testimony to this assertion.
We bave seen malignity forging the reasons which impu-
dence and presumption have scattered abroad ; as if the work-
ings of agreat mind, and all the great combinations which
form its speculations, could be looked into by any inquisitive
fool, and understood & described with the facility of a Show-box.,
It is fortunate for the morality of our times that virulence
and talent do not associate in equal deégress. Nature almost
always corrects the evil of her own work ; and when she renders
a man base, she mixes as much impudence as will disgust, and
just as much folly as will render him harmless.—Men of this
stamp, Sir, have lately presnmed to. become public writers.—
Some of them who have tried their suceess in vilifying a great
Man have put forth the contemptible as well as the bad ex-
tremes of their dispositions 3 they have been driven to the dis-
honourable expedient of assuming the grossest falsehoods as,
demonstrated facts to authorize the most enormous abuse, and
they have opened all the sluices of their scalding wrath to over-
whelm character and justice in the same gulph. They have
not succeeded ; and the public that recoils from their motives.
and turns in disgust from their conduct, shews how perishable
15 all slander which faction raises—for faction is always unjust.
One of those writers in an evening paper, of a few days ago,
has outstripped in indecency every thing but his own malice.
He first imagined a fallen character, and then he undertook to
deplore it In a strain of monstrous grief, which shewed that be
wanted the sensibility to feel, and the talent to complain. His
fancy bentover an imaginary subject of regret, that just gave
exercise enough to his hypocrisy, and suffered him to display
the deadly hate of an enemy while he was pronouncing the
language of a friend. An impudent sententiousness did not
stoop to argue, but decided without discussion and condemned
without 1nquiry; and a saucy sentimentality pretended to aws
of wisdom, while it was devoting to odium and ignominy a
character that it affected to admire. The quality of the sen-
tence 18 ferocious, but its justice has been resisted by the public
sense, as well as by the grateful recollections of the Irish nation,
The lofty inanity of this fricndly. lamentation, however, will
not be more despised for the hypocrisy of its sorrow, than for
the injustice of its invective. The writer scolds every where,
but reasons no where. He damns the last Ministry while he
endeavours to support them, and he raiges the present Minis-
try in an attempt to depreciate them. He takes Mr. GRATTAN
from the formicr, and he leaves them to unpopularity ; Le gives -
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him to the latter, and he confers upon them the honour of his
support. Both eflorts are made upon false grounds ; but it is
because the grounds are false that the writer has preferred them.

As an example of his reasoning, Iwould request vour atten-
tion to the first sentence I meet in his effusion, which has any
meaning distinet from abuse. Theirs,” that is the late Minis -
trys “would have been a bill of precaution, but yours is to
remedy a mecessily which does not exist.” How does the writer
know what their bill would have been unless he saw the draft of
thebill > That it had been reduced to the form in which it was
intended to be laid before Parliament will not be controvertede
that it was founded upon a necessity supposed to exist has been
avowed by that part of the Ministry that had been in Ireland,
and concurred in by both Houses of Parliament ; and that it
was not precautionary but directly remedial of an existing evil
1s most indubitable, " If we were to take the writer’s word for
the intention of the last Ministry, and against the irrefragable
evidence of their own professions and the draftof their own bill,
we should conclude that while they admitted the existence of a
necessity, they were resolved to legislate as if that necessity
did not exist ; and that while the legislature was called upon to
remedy a distemper that was present, they had resolved to
legislate as if it were absent, and to adopt a precautionary
measure; when precaution was ineffective and absurd.

The necessity for the Bills that Mr, GRATTAN supported 1s
questioned by the writer—but it is confessed by his party; by
that Ministry whom he has dishonoured by praise, and disgra-
ced by support. The nccessity was as Mr. GRATTAN stated, the
existence of a French faction 1n Treland ;—that fact Mr. SHER1-
DAN not only confirms, but says that a French faction always ex-
1sted in Ireland—and all the [ast Ministry perceive in that fact
and in other causes, is a necessity for the Insurrection and
Arms Bills, and they siipport their adversaries in bringing
forward those measures ; adversaries against whom they have
been in the most incessant and strenuous contention, and with
whom upon any other subject they could not agree. The wri-
ter stands confuted upon those facts, But I will give him bis
own grounds and confute him again. The Insurrection Bill 3,
in the nature of things, of a precautionary kind. It is inac-
tive, until necessity calls it into operation.” An actual distur-
bance must take place, before this law can be awakened from
the calm sleep of the statute book. So that while the writer
either begs the question, or knowingly asserts a falsehood as to,
what the last Administration would have done, this prechution-
ary law, forwhich he is disposed to commend them, is in fact
the very lhin%]which Mr.GrRATTAN has supported. But this an-
gry gﬁljﬁzan as lost his memory with his wits, if he ever had
any of the latter. Those measures which he reprobates so strong-
ly, and which the friends of the French faction have not hypo-
sy enough to amend, are not measures of new enactment,

LI N, ey i, i, P o g e pos A
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designed by Mr. GRATTAN, or the Ministry, or the Opposition,
They are revived laws—laws that have had life and existence
for years in the country j that aided the maintenance of the
public security when a rebel army was organized in the nation,
and the French navies spread their sails for our shores. They are
now continued in their legal life, when the most enormous
power the world ever saw openly threatens us ; and when with
: all his acrimonious subtlety he has a foot concealedly planted
, 1n our country.

So, Sir, let me ask what becomes of the cant of this writer
| and all his querulousness and scurrility when we come to ex-
- amine coolly the real state of things? He is one of the clamo-
rous order who are bellowing continually in the public prints,
distrusting every body, and abusing every thing ; terrifying to
the unthinking by the darkness of their descriptions, and by
their confident anticipation of evil.  They are for forcing every
thing from our fears, and nothing from our affections. They
see nothing but ruin in every measure of the State, nothing but

infamy in every man who 1s not half ready for treason.

What is Mr. GraTTAN’s offence against the orthodox politics
of this class ? He believes that a French faction exists in the
country; and there are too many signs abroad, too many evl-
dences of that fact to be found in the conversation and conduct
of many to make it very doubtful. He supports the law that
secures the public against that evil, the worst of evils, and that
is likely to crush its partizans. He has supported the law that
has paled in the people and separated them from this evil com-
munion—that will constrain them from nothing right, useful,
or advantageous ; but from being allured by the eoquetries and
invitations that such an insidious wickedness well knows how
to practise upon ignorance and poverty. The laws that have
been so reprobated by a very few, are in effect laws of defence
thrown up between the people and the intriguers which the
enemy have sent in among us. They are more of the defensive
than of the restraining sort, They restrain only from evil, and
they restrain but to protect. The people know what is required
of them, and they are bound for their own sake to give it chear-
fully. They are not left to the blind severity of Martial Law ;
they are not left to the fallibility ot discretion to measure out
the degrees of rigour and severity which an unfortunate exi-

¢ gency may require, Whatever the public security may demand
of sacrifice for the common good is now spread upon the sta-

‘ tute book, to be used pregautionarily or remedially, as times
Gr circumstances may requiré. ] . o b

The public mind is artfully misled upon this sub{ect-——xt is

‘. diverted from contemplating the enemy to contemplating the
| State; from hating the former, to fearing the latter

But, Sir, between the State and the People there 1s no va-
\ riance ; there is no power aimed at by the former to circum=
\ vent the latter, The Constitution of the land has put thosg
\ :
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old controversiés to rest. The struggle now is against a foe
whose success upon its present enormous scale can only be
rendered permanent by our complete and total destruction as a
free, independent Empire. We are now fighting the last bat-
tle we shall ever wage if we be subdued—the last we shall in all
probability fight for half a century if we succeed, as we may do.
Our enemy is powerful heyond any other that ever existed.—
He employs more physieal means than any other in the Uni-
verse can wield—we do not open our eyes sufficiently wide to
take in the formidable extent of his preparations, nor the depth
of his designs. All the ordinary faculties for war he possesses in
accumulated abundanee ; and not content to rely upon those
vast means of warfare, he leagues himself with every malcon-
tent he can enlist to his interest ; allies himself with the discon-
tented and desperate among his enemies ; and spares no effort
however painful, no exertion however arduous, no labour how-
ever prodigious, no stratagem, however tedious, in its matu-
rity, which the most profound artifice; the most dexterous craft,
the most accomplished subtlety and the most expert contri-
vance can engender, to prepare the way for the quiet reception
of his army among those whom he intends to invade, plunder,
and oppress. He has partizans wherever infamy can induce
men to volunteer evil, or money can bribe poverty to enterprize.

When I think of such an enemy and of his invariable system
of corrupting first those whom his armies are preparing to in-
vade, I would require us to look in upon ourselves with steady
minds and ask whether we are impregnable to his arts >* Whe-
ther we are less invincible than Swisserland, Holland, Italy and
so many other portions of Europe—Iless than the armies of Aus-
tria and Prussia that were erumbled into individuals and lost all
the inherent connecting principles as soldiers, before ever the
tyrant of Europe, the demon of all popular debauchery, order-
ed a shot to be fired.

Sir, Tlove the honest prejudice that is ready to praise the gal- .
lant and generous natures of my countrymen, my heart swells
with pride when I think of their noble qualities, and sinks to
melancholy when I think how little good comparatively our fol-
lies have suffered us to extract from them ; but I turn in in-
ward indignation from the panegyric of a hypocrite, who paints
his country with varnished words of praise, only to conceal the
mischief to which he has reconciled his mind—who knows that
nothing but force will beat such an enemy as we have to deal
with, but who will vaunt of our present means only to prevent
the necessary augmentation of them. My Countrymen, Sir,
are not more simple in their manner, nor do they love their
Countrymen better than the Swiss, and other people that che- |
rished with fatal nature the growth of a French faction in their
own bosom. They are brave and they are loyal ; but they are
as open and fenceless to crafty and designing men as the people
of other countries. From the unfortunate misconstruction of
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our state of society ; from being split into factions and dis
}nd;d into nval_ parties : from having no common national pre-
Judices, but being broken up into divisions by feuds, our peo-
Ele are accustomed to be governed by leaders, and to follow the

ead of a faction even at the peril of disobeying the law. I
speak of the poorer orders. A few individuals may do. more
mischief heré; than perhaps in any other country; and there-
fore more precautions against the entrance of a mischief which
has already effected so much for our enemy, is necessary to
check the execution of those designs to which we are so speci-
ally exposed.

In all our difficulties and troubles (and they have been all
holiday adventures, the gambols of a gamesome hour, com-
pared with those which we have now to encounter) we have
wanted an erect & intrepid intelligence 3 and since Mr. GRAT-
TAN’s time we have drawn advantages from that sort of charac -
ter ; great advantages itmust be allowed ; heneficial to the na-
tion, honourable to the times, and glorious to the man. We
want more than ever the aid of that firm and undaunted geni-
us, of enlarged and original views which form themselves to
new combinations of circumstances, and which in the present
convulsion of human affairs, are able to controul and sway
those huge novelties that hourly present themselves. The powers
thatsometimesburst fromMr.GrATTAN’s mind in broadmaxims
and comprehensive principles shew that he is not only great, but
that he may be still useful to that country which owes him all
the honour and felicity of her proudest-days. We shall not
lose our only Irish Statesman when we most need his services 3
his country will yet receive fresh benefits from his hands, and he
will live to see himself justified, fullyand amply justified, even to
those, if any thing may expect justice from them, who are the
least tolerant of independence in mind or principle, and who
would hold publiemen in leading strings,toactonly at theirown -
dictation. Mr, GrATTAN is still the man he ever hasbeen—he
hasblasted the hopes of the Frenchfaction for ever, &theywill not
readily forgive him ; but he has supported Ireland’s interest
uponits only solid ground, the union and amalgamation of
all her children intoa people, and the full participation of law
and liberty among them all.  But Mr. GraTTAN Wants no jus-
tification. The thinking and reflecting part of the nation ap-
prove of him, and admire his constancy and fidelity to his prin-
ciples. The admission that a French faction exists 1n Ireland,
not only justifies, but imperiously demands measures, whether
of law, policy, orforce, against the machinations of that fac-
tion. Where would have been the wisdom to repose our safety
in the theoretic beauties of our Constitution against the spies
and minions of France—to meet craft and corruption, perfidy
and treason with the precepts or practices of English Liberty ?

We are charved with the care of our own time.—It i1s a mo=
ral trust confided to us, and we must sometimes protect 1ty
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ot as we could wish, but as well as we can. We cannot in
justice to ourselves and posterity venture to capitulate with evils
proceeding: out of an avowed principle of destruction to our.
selves—we must not allow our enemy nor his hirelines to use
our constitution as the snare of our security, nor to tell us thag
we are not to circumscribe for a short season, the large cirele
of its freedom, because it would, in its usual extent, allow
them a wider and more protected theatre for the performance
of their designs, and the completion of the tragedy they are
meditating. “We are bound to nature and reason to seck for
our own safeties with that foresicht and providence which a
sense of our danger inspires. We know what individuals, as
well as factions and nations have sacrificed—w" ~t good ia pos-
session they have thrown away in favour of the most extrava-
gant and irrational speculations. There is a nataral proneness
towards ambiguous prospects of advantage whichis inherent in
the mind of man, which disquict times set in agitation, and
which the love of adventure that marks our times has kindled
into rash and formidable enterprize ; and we every day, in
cvery country of Europe almost, sce benefits long enjoyed rea-
dily exchanged for the wild promiscs of a new and unexperi-
enced condition.  If we have missionaries of change among
us, experienced adepts in revolutions that have gone from slave-
1y to wanton licentiousness, and from thence back again to
hug the chains of a more odious tyranny than that they first
fled from, it will not be a subject ‘of reproof to the wise and
reflecting, that measures have deen taken to diminish the dis-
ciples of such missionaries, and to ctush themselves while their
mischief is in the germ. Tt will not lessen by a particle Mr,
GRATTAN’s real fame, that he was on this occasion a man who
would have swept from the Irish soil the hired panders of French
tyranny and profligacy; it will'not detract from his integrity that
be is now as much abovethe libels of disaffection and the tempo-
rary clamour®of the croud, as he has heen heretofore above the
menaces of power, or the allurements of greatness ; and it will
not depreciate the honourable renown of his talents with the
age or with posterity, that he supported the principle of an indis-
soluble cannection between his own country and Great Britain,
‘and maintained the trae and only ground upon which the happi-
ness and libertics of that country can possibly flourish, insuch
a strain of noble and manly eloquence, and with such senti-
ments of liberalitv and wisdom as distinguish his very last eflort
in Parfiament.

1 am, Sir, vour obedient Servant,
& 1) 2

AN IRISH WHIG.

IH
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THE RT. HON. HENRY GRATTAN.

——FEt tu, Brute!
SIR,

WITH a joyless sensation have I perused your posthumous
apology, as given in an evening publication of the 11th inst,
and I but share in the general depression it occasioned. You
weighed down the public heart at the onset, and comfortless
is the conclusion. After dragging the Curfew Bill through
the House, your oration on its third reading is re-published
here, and the presumption is rational, that its appearance is
sanctioned by you. But it drops forth distorted and still-born,
the feeble offspring of an emasculated character. Ts this your
vindication ? this the substance of you defence ? this the sgield
of your honourable name? Alas® you have again given a re-
coiling purchase on yourself, and on your country ; but the bit-
ter sense of her own lot yields, for a moment, to her lingering
pity and affectionr for you. Hear me, Sir: I wield not the
weapon of detraction, neitherdo I pass the limits of my right.
I approach not your private character ; it may be, and I do be-
lieve it is, exemplary. - Yet, even were it not so, still should I
hold it inviolable : sacred is the domestic life of a_man: but
public character is publie-property 5 and scrutiny, which spares
the sanctuary of the private dwelling, is not unprofitably em-
ployed in exploring the public edifice. You are the delegated
Servant of your Country ; and every member ot the State can
claim, by Indubitable right, an account of that delegation,
wherein the acts of his Representative are deeply connected
with his own welfare ;—and your late conduct, Sir, in its wide
spreading consequences, COmes home to the Castle and the
Cottage, to the table of domestic comfort, and the bed of sick-

" ness.—I pass on to your apology.

Your comparison of this Bill with others of a similar na-
ture, is surely unworthy of yourself, and bears no mark of that
dignified mind which once habitually rested upon principle.—
It is a comparison of evils, and the acts which ¢ suspended the
operation of the common law,” being, in your opinion, repre-
hensible, it follows upon striet analogy, that acts of a similar
tendency must be reprehensible also. The measure you confess
to be ¢ a strong one,”” and you support it, < tho’ @ confinuation
of the old Act.”—1 shall not discuss the comparative emergen-
cies, or say to which period the scale of necessity preponderatesy
but I deeply lament your supporting such a Bill, in a season of
profound tranquillity, when the_furor of republican sentiment 13
vanished, when even the enemies of Ireland proclaim her loyalty,
and you, Sir, join in the eulogium. I lament that, in sucha
season, you should smite your country with an Act of Parlia~
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ment, which falsifies some of that very doctrine you urge in
supportin% it. “But” you say,  there are lately secret meet-
“ngs in Ireland, of a treasonable nature, tending to re-organize
¢¢ the country, and prepare for the reception of the Frehch.”—
And almost in the same breath, you “wish it distinctly to be un-
¢ derstood, that you do not say the people of Ireland are turlu-
‘¢ lent or disaffected.” 1 cannot reconcile those jarring asscr-
tions; opposite propositions, upon the same point, cannot both
be right.  But supposing for a moment, that such meetings do
exist, they must, in part, consist of Irishmen, or not. If Irish=-

men compose any part, then are your Countrymen disaffected,

«nd your praise 1s groundless ; if they do not, the charge of
treason is without foundation. If the meetings consistof French-
men only, how do they execute their mission? Are they a de-
tached and insulated body, without approximation to, or con-
tact with; any other. And if so, how have their consultations
been developed? And what effects have they produced? Have
their secret deliberations, in French, given a magical impulse to
a People who know not their language, and are 1gnorant of their
councils? In what corner of the Island do they deliberate?
why are they not seized upon? And why not erush the Hydra
atitsbirth? As you, Sir, know that the foul Conspiracy exists,
I sacredly conjure you, for the Public Peace and Welfare, to
give an open and indubitable proof of your assertion—exhibit
the Conspirators to the face of day, and satisfy the Public Mind.

You urge ¢ that Government should not give up the powers
¢ of the Bill, because it possessed them for eleven years lack.”
But you, Sir, well know, that if the original investment was
unjust, it furnishes no argument for the continuance of that
injustice. Time alters not the essence of moral law, and tur-
p*ude can never be metamerphosed into excellence.  Yet, even
acknowledging that a necessity did formerly exist, is the con-
clusion unavoidable that such necessity exists now ? Let us
look to the present, and not to the past. Let occurrence regu-
late the rule of action. You ground the propriety of its conti-
nuance upon a supposition, that ¢ Government would not ven-
“ ture now to usett for the purpose of party.””  But know you
not, Sir, that oneprinciple of a good Constitution, is, never

“to leave the welfare of the people to the caprice, or daring,

of the Exeeutive Authority ; for who can say, that aformidable
weapon in a mighty hand shall fall but on the guilty 2 Let me
be understood when I assert, upon the principle of the question,
that it matters not, whether the ruling power be personally
virtuous; or vicious. I discuss not the morality ot individuals,
but I mamtain, that the consignment of d'scretionary powers,
which may, by-any contingency, generate abuse on a whole
People; without a co-equally controuling responsibility, is in-
a tremendous dclegation.  You, Sir, thought the Duke of
Bedford’s Government was right, in refusing to proclaim the
“P‘Et- ~ Is not this a fair acknowledgment how dangerous was

P ."’
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the discretionary power which he possessed? Ifad his Grace
ntemperately adopted the pernicious counsel of his advisers
all Ireland may, at this moment, have groaned under PROCLA-
MATION.—It 15 indeed, my firm conviction, that the present
Viceroy is most anious for the general welfare—he is too gal-
lant not to svmpathize with an honourable and intrepid.nation.
But we well know, that the [arpies who defile the land, and
devour the people, are indefatigably employed in hunting the
powers of Government upon the Country 3 even now they stand
greedy for prey—and is then this measure to continue for
years, a suspended sword above our headsyat the mercy of any,
the vilest incendiary, whose breath may snap the slender liga-
ment that supports it; or are the sons of rapine and blood, the
woll and the jackal, to become, at once, our nocturnal maran-
ders? Is the trading justice, or his follower, to rule over a
brave'land ? and is there no rcfuge, no asylum against the rep-
tile whom the law lets in upon usy at the hour of rest and
retirement »-—You, Sir, say, that$ if abuse fakes place, re-
medy remains.”. You telt the futility of the argument, even
when you uttered the assertion.  Your enlightened mind is
against the theory, and your experience against the fact. You
may recollect that no government upon ecarth can presume to
rate itself by the immutability of Justice. That abuse is not
alwayvs followed by remedy, and that injuries may be inflicted,
for which the Treasury. would be no equivalent. That the
scourge which lacerates the back, inflicts anincurable wound
upon the mind ; that the victim of violation cannot weep back
her insulted honour—and when the flaming cottage gives up
the wife and daughter to pollution, and the son to the bavonet,
« Who is there to mourn for Locax ?—Not ope.”” Where
Jies the remedy ? Will yon, Sir, devise the equivalent ?—
But measureless are the wrongs which spring from the abuse of
power, and while I feel that even the possibility of abuse is not
1n the present.instance justified by any existing uecessity, I
look withya trembling horror to that measure, which, with the
disarming Bill, may produce effects so dreadful, and which ip
vour_own words are ¢ poured like red hot balls upon the
country:®’ '

You agsert, that vou are “ against measures and acts of coex-
cion.”’ And 1s Mr. GraTTay reduced to declare that he wishes
not ta enstave his Native Land? It is an humiliating declara-
tion. There are charges which the noble mind disdains to no-
tice. You advance, as proofs of your disposition, that you,
and vour {riends, ¢ hed discontinued the Act suspending the
Huleas Corpus, and declined to execute the Powers given by the
Insurvection Act 3 but, Sir, bave you, er any ether man, a right
to draw upon vour past conduct, as justification of your pre-
sent, when each is in diametrical opposition to the other. It
is not your former merit which now agitates the public m.m'd;
1t is your recent departure from that course in w hich the Patriat

ps
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of Ireland was distinguished, honoured, and rewarded. T should
be glad to learn, it you, Sir, and the public, have the same
security which you then had, that the Insurrection Act will
not be brought into operation but on real emergency.  Vast
was the difference when your friends were in power—when the
first talents of the empire ruled the helm, and an honest and
temperate Ministry possessed the national confidence.  That no
necessity exists for this alarming measure is manifest from the
Parliamentary proceedings, independent of the corresponding
opinions of the Judges on their circuits.  Without recurTing
to the many other proofs, look to the Protest of Lord Poxson-
BY, and the masculine eloquence of Mr. Surripan. The for-
mer the Pupil of a mighty Master, who wielded all the powers
of local information, and whose scntiments he may naturally
be supposed to proclaim : the latter, a venerated patriot who
invariably supported the empire in the hour of danger, whose
glorious conduct, when the mutiny raged at‘the Nore, and a
Naval Armistice was proposed by an insulting cnemy, is only
to be equalled by the late noble stand for his ill-fated country.
But the Bill is passed. Tt is now the statute Jaw of Ireland, and
for two years will it overshadow the land, What its baleful
cffects may be at home, the sickened imagination can only
conjecture; but we cannot, upon rational consideration, be io-
norant what effect it must have on that gigantic Power, which
strides over the Continent, which steeps 1ts laurels in blood,
and, like Zanga, treads even upon the prostrate warrior. Is it

_ nota proclamation to the unprincipled despot, that Ireland is in

that state of turbulence best suited to invasion? 1Is it not a
direct invitation to the legions of France ?  The wily Minister,
who shook off the cares wf the Church for those of the Cabi-
net, will not remain uninstructed by the lesson, conveyed,
through an high anthority, that Ircland is ripening for retel-
lion, and panting for the work of death. The advice of his
enemy will not Be forgotten ; fas est ab hoste doceri. You,
Sir, ¢ can never pronouncea Lill, in Jact tending to prevent
¢ the raising a French force in Ireland, a measure of coercion.””
The whole of an obseryation can be true only when all its parts
are so.  But unfoptunately the former member of this sentence
13 given as proof.of the latter, and that proof is the assump-
tion as a certainty, of what at best is problematical, I call 1t
a coercive measure, because, upon uncertain grounds, it gene-
rates certain“abuse ; it insultingly rides over the People ; and
even if no other ill consequences were the immeditate result, it is
pernicious as aancasure of insult, exasperation, apd alarm. [
also call it inoperaiive, as (o its professed vbject.  The princi-
ples of Erance are the detestation of Ireland ; and, as the rais-
ng adirench force in this country could be effected only by an
approbation of French principles, that detestation renders such
An event impracticable, _
~Youspeak, Sir, of your mtegrity, and your language is af.
fecting.  Hitherto you were almost spogless, and sacred was

s
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the name of GraTTAN. But in the fluctuation of human con-
duct, can we forget that the greatest have fallen ; that Patriots
who were once the pride of their Country, have sunk from
their elevated rank ?  Can we forget ¢ the follies of the wise,”
the Pension of WirkEs, or the Peerage of PuLTENEY ! Should
1, Sl.l', wrong your integrity, my tongue could not utter the
anguish of my heart, and my remorse would only cease with
my existence—yect should I hail, with delight, that messen-
ger of vour truth, which consigned me to repentance, but re-
~stored you to the world, in uncontaminated glory.

TIMOLEON.
e

TO THE EDITOR OF THE CORRESPONDENT,
——
¢ Justum et tenacem proposili virum,
¢« Non civium ardor prava jubentium,
¢ Non vultus instantis tyrannis
s Mente quatit soliday”

¢ The man in conscious virtue bold,
¢ Who dares his secret purpose hold, :
¢« Unshaken hears the crowd’s tumultuous cries,
¢¢ And the impctuous Tyrant’s angry brow defies.”
Francis,
SIR,

IT has ever been the fate of Public Men, acting upon a noble
and conscientious sense of duty, to experience vicissitudes of
Public Opinion. Of this, no man’s life has furnished stronger
iNustration than that of Mr. Gratran. He created his Coun-
try; yet,atonetime,that Country would have extinguished him.
She might be forgetful and ungrateful—but she could not render
him uncivilorestranged ; he continued to love and to serve her,
and she recovered her senses, If we had not had precedent of
this; the unstable affections and precipitate decisions of our Peo-
ple, it might well be among the greatest wonders of the extraor-
dinary times in which we live, that Mr.GRATTAN, the Father of
Treland, should meed to be detended against an Irish Libel '—
Hated and abused by the Monopolists and the Bigots—Dby the
venal and intemnperate instruments of venal and intemperate
Party—there only wanted to establish his character, and to per-
fect his glory, that he should be hated and abused by the Rebel.
It is done: for who but the latent Rebel, or the French Emissa-
rv, that has not blushed, conscious of National Crimninality and
Degradation, on perusing the infamous Libel which has appeared
in The Dublin Evening Post, under the profaned signature of
¢« Trmorron:” Too surely, ¢ on evil days we're fallen, and
evil tongues,” when the hardihood of Malice and of Slander
dares so bold a flight,

¥
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Taking instruction from his own luminous mind and indepen-
dent virtue, Mr. GRATTAN would not yicld himself submissive
to the views of a Party, or the passions of a multitude ; nor
would he, like some political Gamblers, stake his conscience
and his Country’s good against the desperate hazard of a rabble
popularity. Unfortunately, however, the number of persons ca-
pable of appreciating such a man’s motives of action are too few;
whiletheignorantand impassioned many are ever ready to censure
what they do not understand, and to bate what constrains their
licentiousness.  But this maxim, however generally applicable,
should be controuled by the particular merits, the tried integrity,
and the exalted character of Mr. GrarTan. His whole life
forms a continued argument against Calumny, and against the
argument what slander can exist? To confide in that great man
in_opposition to any appearance, however unfavourable and
specious, should be the political religion of Irishmen ; and faith
in his integrity should constitute the orthodoxy eof their creed -
not to repose in that integrity is more than inveluntary scepti-
eism—it 15 an heresy against Reason as well as Faith ; and the
double abandonment of conviction and of duty should draw
upon our heads a more than common share of political condem-
nation. Heaven avert from our Country so foul a crime as an
extensive adoption of the Libel |—It is averted—I will not be-
lieve that the veteran and venerated Patriot can have an enemy
who is not the enemy of Ireland—he can have no foe but the
friend of France. Gratitude is an Irish virtue : to love and to
benefit Ireland is peculiarly the virtue of a GraTTAN; to love
her against her faults—to counsel her against her errors—to
correct and to save her against her follies and her vices. He
has lived but for his Country, and now lives for her most; that
Country, if doomed to be extinguished, will not sink in a mona
strows ingratitude—and, worse than the desolation of her Peo-
ple;and the overthrow of her liberties, commit the suicide of her
fame and moral character. No! from the first developement of
his gi a#tic powers, he adopted Ireland—Ireland will not adopt
his ilie ler. He nursed herinto strength beneath the Agis of
his talents, and, stillmore than his talents, of his virtues. Will
she now abandon his sacred age to the poisoned pen of the slan-
derer?  She never willl There is no need to defend the hoary
Patriot ; it is my Country that should be vindicated from the
reproach of seeming quiescent to the libellous and insolent ray-
ings of the ineendiary TimoLEON. '

Collecting, then, from the turgid and inflammatory abuse of
this Writer what is tangible in accusation, his charges, relieved
from the rubbish of his verbiage, are comprised in the assertion
that Mr. GRATTAN supported the Insurrection Bill without anv
proof of its mecessity but * the dictum of a retired Seccretary,”
and unaided by the approvance or co-operation of those other
Characters who formed the late Government of Ireland, particu-

acly thelate Lord Chancellor. It would not be difficult to shew
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the atter falsity of these charges, and the flimsy misrepresentas
tion of facts to the base and wicked views of the Libeller, if con-
sistent with your limits, T could introduce into this letter the
correct report of Mr. GRATTAN’S speech upon the third reading
of the Insurrection Bill. Mr. G.’s best vindication is himself ;
and, if we could forget his services or suspect his prineiples, the
criminal lapse of memory and confidence wotild best be corrected
by his unequalled and resistless eloquence.  Of the necessity for
the Bi!l there was no question—that was admitted on all sides 3
and in siipporting it the late Ministers only assisted into Law a
measure of their own. And is it rational to suppose, or could
the most stolid minds believe, that they would hot have given to
the measure the most angry opposition, favoured as they would
have been by the popular prejudices of this Country, if they had
not, by the conclusive information which their late official means
afforded them; been fully and satisfactorily convinced that the
quiet and safety of Ireland demanded the Bill? ~ Surely not—
and, but for siich overruling conviction of its absolute necessity,
they uever would have declined wsing so apt a weapou in their
contention with the present Ministers. The only difference of
opinion that existed on the subject was of a modificatory nature,
notessentiallyaffecting the general character and operation of the
measure,and which seems to mé to have arisen more from an af-
fectation of some opposition, and a little coquetry with the po-
pular feelings, than any real wish to have the necessary strength
of the Bill frittered away.  The necessity for the Insurrection
Bill was generated by the French Revolution, which, by the
diffusion of its baleful principles, imparted to the too natural
turbulence of the Irish Peasantry a political impulse. France
formed a Party heres and I need not cal] the public recollection
to its action in producing the Rebellion of 1798. ' We all know
how that horrible volcano burst upon us when we least expected
it—and when those who had not been in the secret, and actually
organized, would have laughed at the idea of such an event—and
who, very probably, joined in the cry which such Libellers and
Incendiaries as TIaMoLEON raised, against the extraordinary
powers with which it was found necessary to strengthen His
Majesty’s Government in that day. 'We all can remember that
it was then, as it is now, the policy of those who were sec_regly
organizing and maturing the Rebellion to assert the tranquillity

an:d the loyalty of the land, and to designate the necessary acts of

the Legislature by such epithets as < legalized Oppression.”—
Tn the papers of The Press, and the various manifestoes of Trea,—
son, we can be at no loss to find the models of TrmorLroN's
composition—the expression of congenial sentiment, and the
subjects of familiar study. Even when the smoke of the yet
hidden fire arose above the horizon, they would have had us be-
lieve it but the picturing of Peace; and, while they were aiming
the pike of Insurrection against the bosom of tlhe Law, they
scemed, alone, to be tender of its influence and preservation,




LETTER OF ARISTIDES. a1

We must remember how the Trial by Jury was extolled, and the
Constitution referred to upon every occasion ; while the Press
teemed with libels upon Constitational Men, and the foulest
abuse was levelled at every Public Character who denied himscif
to their views, and disdained and abhorred the pollution of their
. praise! We had then our Timorroxs, our Marcuses, and
our Priess. Timorvron, for that time, escapecd—NArcus was
probably hanged—and Tz PrEss and the Rebellion were put
down ; not so the disposition 1o rebel, which was probably
strengthened by the verv means and events that deprived it of the
power of action. A Civil War naturally bequeatlis a legacy of
extraordinary irritation and division to the unhappy land which
it scourges—and his intcllect and knowledge of human nature
must be very confined, who does not believe that this irritation
and division has been carcfully, though cautiously,keptalive by
the Emissarics of France in thisCountry. It IrishDisaffection,
originating in French Intrigue, keeps pace with and watches the
progress of the French arms, and in whateverdegree prevailing, it
must be acknowledged that the present period is that in which
we have more to fear from Disaffection, because we have more
to dread from the encreased power and malignity-of our Foreign
Enemy. Isit, then, in such a moment that the Government is
to cast from it the securities with which.itis armed, and bare 1t-
self to the attack of accumulated force and accumulated enmity ?
It is no argument against the necessity of the Bill that actual Re-
hellion does not exist: in that event, Government should resort
to still stronger measures—it should not merely shew the sword
in the scabbard, but draw it and strike—not thie Insurrection Act
should warn, but Martial Lawshould controul the land.  The
fact of Government being timely armed with extraordinary pow-
ers, will most probably pregent these powers being called into
vexatious action. The Insurreetion Bill, therefore, is not oniy
a measure of precantion, but'ef necessity—bccause the precau-
tion infers the necessity. It wouid bave been brought forward
by the late Ministers, bad theyremained in office ;—tliis, Timo-
LEON does not denys—nor, in reality, is he less angry on that ac-
 count with them than with the present Mmisters; but, viewing
the subjeet through adistorting medium, he makes a distinetion
unlogical and absurd, “@id which no powers of common seuse
- can reconcile—mnawmcly, that in their hands it would have been a
~ mecasure of precaution, but that Mr. GraTTaN supported it a3
- remedying'@necessity which does not exist.” "This, surely, is
worse than nonfense ! ~ That the measure should be rejected be-
cause thespropesed modifications were not adopted, would be
equally nonsénsical, but I confess very worthy of TIMOLEON’S
argumenta im(mers ; nothing but the extremest cmergency
all-the "Bill into operation, such as actual rebellion, or
Hvements tending thereto. T hesitate not then to say, that
‘modilication making the Bill weaker would make 1t less
to its object, and that, as the necessity calling for its
C
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operation presupposes the utter inability of (he ordinary law te
the preservation of the public peace, the perfection of the Bill
would consist in the extent of its powers. Had the late Minis-
ters opposed from factious principles, a Bill which they intended
to have brought in themselves, and of the necessity of which
they were convinced ; had they opposed it because brought for-
ward by their successors, into what irretricvable contempt
must they have fallen in the estimation of every loyal and re-
flecting man? Some there are (a very small number indeed)
to whom 1 will not say, that that contempt does not in a cer-
tain degree attach—of these some sheltered themselves under
the plea of modification, and, meanly hedging for a vulgar
popularity, voted against the Bill, while others more bold and
shamecless 1n their inconsistency, opposed it altogether. Notso
the proud and magnanimous GRATTAN—he rose superior to
such a wretched trifling with public opinion—such contemptible
coquetry with his own principles; he would have reduced the
vigour of that Bill, and in that I think he was wrong; but
conscious of the imperious necessity of its enaction, he sacri~
ficed all lesser considerations to the public safety, and he man-
¢ fully and with the fortitude that belongs to integrity’” voted
for the Bill, establishing thereby the proudest claim of his illus-
trious life, to the eternal esteem and gratitude of his Country.
But TimMoLeoN asks upon what aathority it was that Mr.
GraTTAN did support the Bill, and he answers his own inter-
rogatory by asserting that Mr. G. acted lolely upon the ¢ dic-
tum of a retired Secretary.” It would require some greater de-
gree of argument than the Lible displays, to make the retire-
ment of Mr. ELLIoT operate against his veracity and disin-
terestedness. However we may suspect a Secretary in office of
wishing to acquire for himselt a power beyond the law, it is
not in the common experience of life, or the maxims of party
politics, that he should be desirous so to strengthen the hands
of the man who had turned him out of place. 'We have every
natural conclusion in favour of the retired Secretary’s veracity,
independent of his high and honourable character, if Mr. G,
even had founded his vote on M. ELL10T’s dictum, but I deny
that such was the fact. Mr. GRATTAN did not pin his faith
upon the sleeve of an Ex-Secretary.—You have not the evi-
dence of his own speech for it: his words are, “ that he voted
for the Bill because he knew that there were lately certain secret
mneetings in Ircland of a treasonable nature, tending to re-
organize the Country, and prepare it for the reception of the
French ; he did not say these meetings were many or nume-
rous, but that they existed, and if they should re-organize the
Country, the Country would be put under Military Govern-
ment, and might, in" the end, be transferred to France.”—
Where here is the indication of an uninformed reliance upon
the dictum of a retired Secretary ? ~ There is none—it 1s not
asserted, 1 should suppose, that out of his confidential con-
nection with the late Government of Ireland, arose sufficient
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“knowledge to justify his vote—it sprung from those sources

which governed all the members of the late Administration in
their determination to bring in a similar Bill ; that decided the
constitutional mind of the Duke of Beprorp, Lord Chancel-
lor PoxsonBy, Attorney General PLUNKET, and the preseat
Solicitor General BusaEe ; men whose love of our constitutional
rights cannot be questioned, and who would not have con-
sented to relinquish an atom of those rights but upon that con-
clusive information and conviction of necessity which their
official means peremptorily pressed upon them.—The difference
between Mr. GRATTAN amfthose who either voted against the
Bill, or designedly -cunning kept aloof from its discussion,
is this, that conscious of its absolute necessity, he gave his
voice for strengthening his Majesty’s Government, and, with
the ma‘gnanim:ty of a great mind, performed his duty in defi-
ance of idle and undigested opinion, while they contemptibly
shrunk from that duty, covering themselves with the flimsy
cloak of a coward popularity. ¢ But,” says TIMOLEON,
*¢ there was no document produced, no report of facts, no
evidence upon which to found the measure.”” This savours so
much of the little special pleader, the limping caution of the
<ourts, that I should suspect the objection to proceed from
that quarter, if I had not stronger cause for attributing it
to an empyric of another profession, who affects to look
for the symptom, when he well kngws the diseasc.—Shal-
low Politician! Is the policy necessary to save a state from
the thousand and nameless contingencies of a perilous crisis,
to be measured by slow forms and narrow rules of an Old
Bailey trial, oris the pulse to be gravely and deliberately counted
while the destructive poison is rushing to the heart?” Cannot
it be conceived that a Government may have reasons the most
satisfactory, if known, for not going into explanation upon
such a point, and for not making such a disclosure of facts as
might defeat their measures of prevention ?

But the Insurrection Bill is spoken of as if it were a measure
unprecedented in ill, pregnant with the most dreadful inflicti-
ons on the country, and of a nature to prostrate all the securi-
ties of civil freedom. It would seem as if the Royal Assent to
such a measure had been the watchword for- every exercise of
vexatious power, and that a man could not pass his threshold
without stumbling upon a justice and a prison ! The first insur-
rection bill was enacted in the year 1796 ; who shall say that it
was not then necessary, yet was the country never so tranquil?
Rebellion too seon called it from its neutrality, and its operation
powerfully assisted to preserve to us our lives, our property and
our constitution. For eleven years it continued a Jaw, but after
tbe suppression of the rebellion where was to be seen its opera-
tion, except in the good it had produced. It existed during
the Government of Lord HarRpwickE; but I ask any man if
tt was felt? Through the five years administration of that
g:celﬁlem and virtuous man, did 1t appear in practice that ws
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had such a law? The Duke of BepForn was armed withthe ©
samne power; but he was also possessed of the same mod&ﬂﬂ;@‘i
and the bill remained like a sword in its sheath which a child
wight play with. What is there to warrant lhe.-g.m{po.@i,gj’m
that it will be less inoffensive in the hands of the Buke of
Ricamoxn?  Where is the instance of his polisieal intempe-
rance, or that of his counsellors or assistants ¢ “His Grace is a
gallant soldier, a cultivated Gentleman, a man.whoknows the
world, and doubtless knows the nice and beneficial distinetion
between the necessity of possessing extraordinary powers, and
the expediency of using them.  ‘Fo no man will this character
more bappily apply than to Sir Anraug W ELLESLEY also; he
is, besides, our Couxvtryman! and, than Mr. Secretary
TrAIL, to whom the safe kecping of the sict may be principally
committed, there lives not, I firmiv belicye, a more cautious
and constitutional statesipan 3 and it 1sworthy of remark that
this Gentleman’s correct and conciliagary conduct justly pointed
him out to maintain the importaat situation which he now
liolds, even after the late admninistration which placed him in
it was dissolved. But if the present Governmnent of Ireland
were intemperately disposed, the bill itself provides against its
abuse. And here it may be instractive to_your readers to des-
¢ribe in their principal features the difference between the old
and new acts. 3tk

The old act impoweged Magistrates in the proclaimed districts
to examine strangers, andif not satisfied with their account of
themselves, to commit them to goal until security were given
for their good behayiour.

Here was a gteat and.dangerous latinde of power without any
controu! ; the constaction of the offence, the punishinent, the
option of bail—all were lodged in the Magistrate 3 the securities
for a due administration of Justice depended upon the capricious
disposion of the man, and if the Judge were 1gnorant or mali-
cious, an innocent stranger might groan in captivity, without
pity, witheut redress, and without ope ! The most aflicting
tvranny might thus overrun the land without the knowledge of
any but those who suffered and those who imposed it.  But 1
the present act applving to the same case, it is provided, ¢ that
the Magistrate shall, without delay, after such committal,
{ransmit a true and faithfal report thercot, and the grounds and
reasons alledged by him why he should not be comm.it_led,
which such Magistrate is required to take down in writing,
tothe Lord Licutenant, or other Chief Governor ot Governors,
Lor the time being, in order that such person may be detained
ov discharged, as to him may sean right.” _

Bv the old act, if any person was tound out of his house
within the interdicted hours, one or two Magistrales, as the
case might be, could by theirsole warrant transmit that person
to serve on board bis Majesty’s navy |—In the present bill no
such smmmary and arbitrary power, 15 even c.untemplatcd ;. no.
such punishment is mentioned.— For that and all other offences,

— ’,‘..f___,'l- l_ ‘u?“-
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recited in the Act, the accused must be regularly tried before a
special Sessions of the Peace, permanentiby sitting in the pro-
claimed part; and to establish the judgment of the Court, the
Assistant Barrister, who may be truly said in such case to be
the Prisoner’s counsel, must concur with the majority of the sit-
ting Magistrates, and if he do not concur with them, he is forth-
with to report the case and the whole of the evidence, together
with bis opinion to the Lord Lieutenant, who shall ultimately
decide upon the charge. .

Under the old act, Magistrates might authorize any per-
son or persons, forcibly and without the smallest delay, to enter
the house of the Subject, between sun-set and sun-rise, under
the pretences arising out of the Bill, and without any respon-
sibility attaching to the persons so authorized, or any check
upon the Magistrate, and under this latitude of deputed autho-
rity, peaceable and loyal citizens might experience the most
grievous and insulting vexations, Under the present Act,
the persons deputed to search must afford to the mhabitants a
reasonable time to open their doors after the demand of admis-
sion; and to sccure to the public a proper responsibility on the
part, not only of the persons executing such duty, but also
of the Magistrate under whose authority they act, it is provi-
ded, ¢ that the Justice ot the Peace, authorizing and directing
any person or persons to make search, shall make a true and
faithful report of the names of all persons so deputed to make
search, and their quality and descriptions, to the special ses-
stons, within scven days after such search.”

_ By the old act, any man or boy hawking or dispersing sedi-
tious publications orany paperby law requiring to be stamped
and not duly stamped, might be sent upon the authority alone
of one or two of the Justices of the Peace on board the navy ;
while the present act attaches. to persons thus offending, only
the punishment of imprisonment, and that for a term not ex-
ceeding six nlonths. - \

The old act authorized Seeretary’s warrants, and imprison-
ment of the subject, indefinite in time and uncircamseribed in
place. It is probably one of the proudest features of the new
act that it communicates no such power.

Upon the whole of the comparison, in which I might adduce
some lesser advantages to the subject comprised in the new
act, 1t appears toime, Sir, that human wisdom, determining in
the spirit of awell régulated liberty, could not have devised such
a law with greater regard to the sccurity of the state, or more
attention to the.civil and constitutional privileges of the people.
To the loyaland well conducted man, it can offer no injury or
vexatiomy, were it called into operation to-morrow ; it is the
disaffected alone who can be constrained and punished by its
restrictions and penalties, and it is these alone who are angered
by 18 _enaction. TimoLeown, and all persons of such detesta-
ble prineiples and views, may complain of what they term

e.pr ;
¢ avigour beyond the Law,” but that vigour can only affect

;‘l—&.—“‘_n -;( e ‘Emﬂ.“#lﬁ‘-:"d . y 1



e o B A e

R -
: i .——“—

’ o LETTER OF ARISTIDES,

those who wish to destroy the Law altogether ; who are desis
rous, not to place the Law under a protection emanating from
b herself, but to tear her from her august seat, and extinguish
' her for ever. 1t is a vigour which preserves the law to us, and
€onsigns 1t an inheritance to our children—It is a vigour which
repels and withers, in his assassin approaches, the concealed
French intriguer, whose pen, dipped in the poison of sedition,
has occasionally endeavoured, for the last sixteen or twent
vears, to wound the health of the state, but who has had cun-
ning enough to escape the conflagration which he assisted
to fan,—maintaining himself, not unknown but unproved,
safe amidst the society which he has so strongly laboured to
subvert—Q ! TimoLEON, thou seest I know thee '—This is not
the first—no ! this is not the first time that the virtues and
loyal and constitutional patriotism of the illastrions GRATTAN
has had the honourable evidence of thy abuse. But it is an
important part of the system of French intrigue in this country,
to break down the public confidenee in every public character
who will not lend himself to its agency, and to bring into po-
pular disregard the talents and the virtues which it fears. Thus
it was thot that great statesman, Mr. Fox, was attacked upon
his last entrance into office—of" that spirit was the impudent
and turgid epistle addressed to him by a political empyric of this
City, who mizstaking the ascendant planets, crept turther from
his safe obscurity, and, like the serpent in Virgil, erected his
crest, hissed and spat his venom against the splendid goodness
of the land. Of the same complexion, and directed to the
same object, were the many publications of the United Irish
association, one of which, so characteristic of its Author,
provided ¢ a veil for professional prudence.”—Sir, we require
the Insurrection Bill while such men can walk abroad in the
capital of our country, and spread ther poisons with impunity.
We want it to stop that imnpunity, and if necessary, to punish
their crimes.—We require the bill while the late tenants of our
State prisons are abusing the lenity which set them free, and
libelling the official ability and virtue which counteracted their
treasons.— These demand the Bill, for no bold and licentions
provocation is omitted on their parts to call it into action,

Perhaps T am not justifiable in imparting to the insolent vitu-

eration of the libeller TiMoLEON, the importance of such
renglbencd notice, but one word more and I have done—one
word more, and I shall leave him to the stings of his own con-
science and the contempt of society.

He insinuates that the illustrious object of his sacriligeous
slander, is making sacrifice of his fame and his ntegrity, to
the bauble of a pcerage.  To what end ?"No peerage can more
ennoble Grarran | No titles can add a grace or dignity to a
name so familiar to the best affections of his countrymen, so
identified with the glories and best interest of bhis country—a
name which neither he nor his posterity can ever wish to be for-
gotten, or merged n the tinsgled obscurity of a Coronet. i

™ : :
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I have any knowledge of that Great Man and honest Patrioty
the distinction he most values is to be paramount in the estj-
mation of his Country; and if a whole life, so glortously and
tinequivocally exerted in its service cannot secure him the con-
fidence of an hour; if all the mighty obligations Fe has con-
ferred upon his Countrymen cannot ensure their gratitude ; af
the most honourable and steady experience of benefit and inj-
tegrity cannot bear down their unhallowed suspicion, or assist
their good sense, no man hereafter will devote his talents and
his years to their honest service. So base an instance of po-
pular levity will blight the spirit of patriotism in the land, so
that it will never shoot again; and the surest symptomt of
our Country’s ruin, and her aptitude for slavery, will be the
withdrawing her confidence from that great man while living,
or ceasing with civic adoration to vencrate his memory when
he is no more! Should this abhorred degeneracy come
upon the public mind of Treland, it would be a sad but strong
illustration of the following elegant and instructive passage
from a speech dclivered by the late Lord YELVERTON in the Trish
House of Peers, 22d March, 1800; with it I shall close my letter s

¢ I bave long learned to despise popularity, and if I had
not indcpendem?y a conviction of its emptiness, and idle and
capricious value, the treatmen! extended to an honourable and
estimable friend of mine, (Mr. GraTTan) would have suffici-
ently instructed me of its worth. 1 have scen him stigmatized
as a traitor, and, if I may speak in more figurative language,
carried by a senscless mob half way to be hanged, and the
next moment adulated to the skies. T have scen that man, fore-
mostin obtaining the freedom of his country, disfranchised bythe
blind zeal of an hot-headed corporation. ~ I know that illustris
ous man well, T know his inmost thoughts—and I know that
it never entered into his contemplation to separate the two
countries. I will not name that great man—I will not name
another great and virtuous man, since dead, who was his col-
league in Patriotism, but T will say I knew them both well ;
I had the honour to act along with them, and however their
opinions might, in some instances have been erroneous, their
motives were pure, and their loyalty unquestionable. 1f there
be any young man now. present who fecls enamoured of popu-
larity, that visionary and dclusive good, Twill give him a short
lesson of instruction. If he devote his whole life to the attain-
ment of some impracticable objeet, he will he sure, to the
close of his life to retain popularity, but if he turn to the pur-
suit of some sober, solid, and possible good, some upstart and
brawling politician will run a bar’s length before him, and snatch
the worthless and foolishly valued prize of popular estimation **

ARISTIDES.

P.8 —Since writing the foregoing, I have seen asecond letter addressed
to Mr. GRATTAN by TiMoLEoN. The first letter had little argument—
the second less. His tinsel is diffused to the utmost; and I am happy to per-
& ceive that the more TimoLEON writes, the less injury he is likely to effect,
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MR. SHERTDAN rose to make his Motion, which he had on
a former day been prevented from making by the length of time
to which the House had been detained by matters of minor im-
portance, tho’ certainly ot much importanee n themselves. The
lesolution which he was about to meve was, in his mind, ren-
dered necessary hy the Bills which had been this day constituted
Laws for Ireland—they should be obeyed; but he had a consci-
entious couviction, a Resolution such as that he meant to pro-
pose was necessary o prevent mischiefs, which may otherwise
be created by the passing of sueh Laws, and by the circumstances
under which they were passed. (With regard to its being said,
that the Bills now passediwere tobe adopted by Ministers of
whom he approved, he would say nothing. It was difficult to
reconcile him to trust enormous powers to any hands; but cer-
tainly there was a great diffcrence in lodging it in the hands of
those who were known to be animated by a spirit of concession
and conciliationy and who, like the late Lord Lieutenant, shewed
that nothing short of the last extremity could bring them to make
use of it. - At the same time that he did this justice to the Noble
Duke lately at the head of the Irish Government, he should also
say that he knew, nothing of the Noble Duke his successor;
which did notlead him to hope that he would emulate the con-
duct of his glorious and humane predecessor.——The accounts
of the State of Ireland were different, according to the disposi-
tions. of those who made them—and the same persons stated it
differently, according as different occasions required. A Noble
Lord (Hawkesbury), in another place, said there was nothing
in the state of Ireland to give room for any apprehension of dan-
ger from the removal of the troops from that Country, in order
tosend them to the assistance of the King of Sweden ; and ano-
ther time, when these Bills were ander discussion, the same No=
ble Lord described the state of the Country to be such that no-
thing short of the coercive measures contained in these Bills
could keep it quiet. The statements of disturbances and loyalty
in the county Tipperary were expressly declared to be n‘nfounded
by Judge Fox, i his address to the Grand Jury. The Grand

Jury of the county Kilkenny also congratulated the county on

the weneral loyalty prevailing in it and on the universal barmony
between Protestant an Catholic. But then a statement of ra-

-

ther an 6pposite natare had been made from the high authority
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&f the Member for Dublin, for whose talents and integrity he had
the highest esteem and adiniration, and to whom he telt hiinself
indebted, as an Irishman, not less anxious for the' honour and
wnterest of his Country than those who resided in it, for the in-
delible services he had rendered to the Irish Nation. But Le
confessed he was confounded when he heard from hins opinions
contrary to the deliberate vouchers of the well-affected state of
Ireland, to which he had just adverted. But, from the very
contradictions of such high authoritics, the direct inference was,
such strong measures of legislation should ot be passed without
inquiry or information. Al appearances were at prescnt against
the existence of any alarmii:z degree of discontent—umuch loss
were there apy grounds to suspect an organized system of iisur-
rection.  If he could suppose an indifferent foreigner placed on
the shore of Ircland, such a forciguer, exercising a free judainent,
would be convinced from symptoms in particular, that there
was no room to doubt the friendly disposition of the Irish pco=
ple towards England. First, such a forcigner would chserve,
that when the Magistrates of one county had rashly called upon
the Duke of BEDFORD to place that county under martial law,
to put down some disturbances of the Threshiers, that firm Viceo
roy rejected that application, and relying on the simple powers
of the Constitutional law, put down completely every thing
that could be looked upon as indicative ofa disposition to resist
thedaws,  Another proof that the Irish were averse to insur-
rection, he would find in the peaceable demeanour observed
oa the rejection of the Catholic Bill, lately suffered to drup in
that House. Iuto the policy of that Bil{ he would not now
enter, but it was at least interesting toa great portion of the peg-
le of Ireland, who had been given to understand that it would
Ec passed, and who indeed must be grievously disappointed
when it was not. When instead of riot and confusion,  the
intelligence was, under these circumstances, received with
good order and resignation, the peaceable disposition of Iye-
land was beyond question,—nay, even when the ingredients of
riot and general uproar Were sent over under the wrapper of a
Proclamation for dissolving Parliament, the Election that fol-
“lowed afforded the strongest proofs of exemplary gocd order;
proots sufficicut, even without the declaration of the Protestant
Grand Jury of the county Kilkenny, or the declaration of Judge
Fox, stating that the charges of disloyalty in the county of
Tipperary were lihels, fabricated by the papers which contained
them, But the fourth proof was stronger than all the others,
It was that Government had withdrawn all the Military foree,
even the German Legion, which had been placed particularly
to garrison Ireland against its inhabitants, and to send themn b
the assistance of lht:}king of Sweden. I7 it should be said to

such a foreigner, that the removal of the troops was of no ino-
ent, and that the laws lately passed could do more for the
jafety and tranquillity of the country than any army whatse-
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ever, he would say it may be so, butitis anodd expedient. 1
have often heard of one regiment being marched out, and ano-
ther being marched in, as more capable of securing the quarters;
but this 1s the first time I have heard of  the superior expedi-
ency of marching out an Army, and marching in an Act of
Parliament (a loud langh) —turning out a Militagy force, and
substituting a Law. Was Ireland so unlike a nation, that the
more circumstances called upon you to arm England, the
more you disarmed Treland?  When you took their arms from
the people, what would they fight with in case of invasion ?
I'f yoiul took the .Constitution from them, what would they
fight for? But it was asserted on high authority (by Mr.
GratrAn) that there was a French faction in Ireland, and that
it was agamnst that and not against the Trish people that the
Act was intended to operate.  This qualification was satisfac-
tory. Asto the fact, when was it that there was not a French
faction iv Ireland, since the reign of Elizabeth, since the in-
troduction of those acts of tyranny and oppression which de-
graded every better feeling of human nature, and which ren-
ered it necessary in every man of spirit and dignity to seek
refuge in France? Since that time, there bad been always a
French faction in Ireland, and an Irish faction in [rance.—
I.et Gentlemen look back to the statute book for the substance
of those penal acts, which to the disgrace of the Legislature
that enacted them, were recorded in the acts that repealed
fhem in this mild and beneficent reign. He congratulated
the country on the beneficent measures of this reign ; but there
was a manner of bestowing, by which the most valuable boon
would make but a faint impression. He hoped this would be
Borne in recollection, in considering what had been done, and
what yet remained to be done for the people of Ireland. Till
the present time, the laws passed with respect to the greater
part of the people of Ircland, were so many blows, aimed
sometimes at the higher, and sometimes at the lower classes ;
sometimes again at the middle classes, sometimes at the landed,
and sometimes at the commercial interest; so that the onl
difference was in the mode of attack. If there was any wisﬁ
fo know the particulars of these attacks, look to the acts that
repeated them. There the provisions of those acts would be
found i terms which would excite wonder that there should
Bave Been a Eegislature wicked enough to enact them.—Was
it to'Be wondered at, that under the impression of such acts,
diseontents should have existed? He recollccted the story of
a drutimcr, an Frish drummer too, which was more apt to the
occasion;, who was eondemned to the hard duty of inflicting
punishient on his comrades, and being once about to flog one
¢ his countrymien, the man complained of the pain he suffered
from the lash, where it then fell, and begged the drummer to
it him alittle lower ; the drummer kindly acceded to_the
request, but the man'still complained, and said, hit me a little
Higher: the dranimer again complied with the request, but the

e



ON THE STATE OF IRELAND, 31

r L 4

man still complained, and begged to be hit in another place.-—
Now, said the drummer, I see you are a discontented fellow,
and that, let me hit you where I will, I cannot please vou.—
(A laugh.) 1f he was asked whether he was sure that no Mili-
tary force, no measure of legal caution was requisite to secure
Ircland, he would say no such thing, He would bave a mili-
tary force there, not as exccutioners against the people, but as
a guard of honour on the constitution. He would omit. no
means necessary to sccure so valuable a possession. © Bonas
parte, whenever he attempted invasion, would attempt it with
means which would require the whole energy of the country to
meet them. In such acase, no one could tell how many may be
disposed to join the invader, not from any preference of his
cause, but from ahope of finding advantage in uproar and
confusion. He was sure that treason of this kind would never
exist to any extent, which it would be difficult to gvercome,
but he wished to deter those who may be weak and wicked
enough to feel an inclination to co-operate with the invaders,
by giving them to sce, in the force established in the country, a
mass of military power, which could not fail to crush their
fruitless and abominable conspiracy. Ile was of opugon, the
Constitatien itself afforded legal means sufficient to put down
trcason and disaffection, Martial Law was within the Consti-
tution, and on the responsibility of those who should advise it,
it was preferable to the measure which had this day received the
force of Jaw for Ireland. For the very Proclamation of Mar-
tial Law called forth public attention, and put those who were
to be affected by iton their guard ; but the measure now passed
was Martial Law in masquerade, in which every severity of
Martial Law stole npon the people, like a thief in the dark. The
principle of this measure went to overthrow, not to strepgthen
the Constitution, and the power of the Crown. For the power of
the Crown went to arm even by compulsion, and not to dis-
arm when the common interest was in danger.

He asked how such acts could be passed for [reland without
proof, what no man had dared to propese here with ten times
the provocation existing, beyond all question, He was averse
to this practice of suspending the Constitution, of giving lca-
scs of 1t for three or seven years to the Government.—I'or
though Government might promise to return it safe and sound,
there might be always a fancy to take a fresh loan y he should
like to know how a receipt could.be framed for the Constitu-
tion so taken, to be returned safe (a langh) :~—W hereas a free
Constitution belonged to the People of Ireland—we promise to
‘return it safe at the end of threc vears—(a laugh), Mr.Sus-
riDAN then contended, that not one of the promises held out
to Ireland, as inducements to enter into the Union, had been
fulfilled ;—he dwelt particularly on the failurg in performing the
promises of Catholic Emancipation, so decidedly held out and
repeated by Mr. Pirr—who afterwards, in_opposition to bis
“own pledge, came into power without it.—IHe expressed g res.
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pect for his Majesty’s conscientious repugnance to the mez-

sures of Catholic Emancipation ; and commended the acqut-
escence of Ministers in those scruples.  What he blamed was
the horrid cry of ¢ No Poperv,” in which he hoped that at
least those of his Majesty’s Ministers who were pledacd for
Catholic Emancipation; “did not join. It was wnwise and
wicked, in yielding to his Majesty’s conscientious seruples, to
raise impediments to concession at a future time, when cir-
cumstances shoukd perhaps have occurred to remove from the
mind of his Majesty then, the seruples that now existed in it.
What had been done for Ircland began at the wrong end.—It
was in the lower orders, and not in the higher, that an ameli-
oration of condition onght to be contemplated s in the coltages
and potatoe gardens, and not in the parks and palaces, where
it was but a mockery. The reformation of Tithes was particus
larly essential. He beeged to gorrect a mistaken impression of
the character of the Irigh peasantry, who, instead of been idle
and turbulent; were industrious and well disposed. "In sup-
port of this opinion, he cited the able pamphlet of Mr. BeLt.,
The Trish who came here to labour hard in building and watch-
’ ing the palaces where the great resided ; in having the streets
over which the ladies rolled in" their carriages, certainly not
with more comfort and ease than he wished them—-¢a laugh} ;
the men who savet! "and e¢arried home to their beloved country
aportion of their hard earnings, could not fail of shewing in
their own Country the courage, the industry, the fidelity, for
which they were remarkable out of it, without a heavy impeach-
ment of the svstem upon which the Government of that coun-
try was carried on. It had been a common-place remark in
\ every age, that the country was in a perilous crisis ; but it
might now be said so without any exaggeration. He declared
himself to be sick of Continental Alhances, and of hearing of
the magnanimous Emperor of Russia, whose magnamity had
ended in His"ente‘ring into the Leeion of Hononr, and in his.
participating in the spoils of his unfortunate Ally.  When he
saw thiese things—when we'looked, as Mr. BurkEg had finely
expressed it,"at the Map of Eurdpe, and saw nothing hut
France ; and when onr commerce, as derived from the West
Indies, was so much in danger, he thought it was not too much
to call' on’the House 'to unite the Empire in its own defence.—
Tiet the actions of ‘Bonaparte be compared with the actions of
our public'men ;—while the latter were engaged in squabbles
and muthal zccusations, Bonaparte was cxtending the territory
of France and surrounding it, not by an iron fronticr as was
idly boasted by Louis XTIV, but by irons of his own creation,
Could any man doubt thai to such 3 nringd qne'nbjc_f:?t still re-
mained in view—the arinihilation and éxtfnc‘tin_n Qf the glor_\j, |

the honour, and’the indépendenee of Great Britamn? - Was it .
not in such ¢ircumstances desirable to secure the affection of I
Irddand? Hewished therefore, to give Ireland a §n]cn_m pledge |
that an inquiry should be instituted, w hy, instead of having ber ag |
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an ally by ouf side, we had been compelled to enact arbitrary
laws for her restraint. He concluded by moving the following
Resolution :

“That the House will, immediately on the meeting of the
ensuing Sessions of Parliament, proceed to take into conside-
ration the State and Condition of Ireland, in the anxious hope,
that such measures and remedies may le safely adopted in ve-
gard to the discontents alledged to exist in that couniry, as may
render unnecessary the continuance of those provistons which the
Legislature of the United Kingdom has deemed it expedienl reluc-
tantly to adopt ai the close of the present Session, and the per-
manence of which would be a violation of the rights of the Peo-
ple of Ireland, and a subversion of the spirit and practice of
our free Constitution.”

Mr.GRATTAN began by observing that he was glad that the
present question had excited so great a portion of the public at-
tention, because it shewed that the people of this country were
not indifferent to the common cause.—Ireland was linked to
that cause, and every thing that related to Ireland naturally ex-
cited the public interest. Tt was the cause, not of Ireland only,
but of the two islands together: the greatness, that is, the be-
ing of this %reat Empire, was identified with the cordial co-
operation of Ireland ; and every question thag related to the one,
naturally involved rhe dearest interests of the other, With re-
gard to the term of the Insurrection Bill, he had certainly vo-
ted for the shorter period, and he still believed that it would
have been more wise to confine within as narrow limits as pos-
sible that period of the suspension of the British Constitution.
This much he said in confirmation of the assertion of his Right
Hon. Friend (Mr. SHERIDAN), who had that nicht re-asser-’
ted his claim to the due applause of past times, and the disin-
terested admiration of impartial posterity.  He had fought a

ood fight in the canse of Ireland, he had evinced a Stateman’s
Ermness and a patriot’s love, and his display in the cause of his
native country 1s not the less laminous because a commendable
“moderation served to augment its splendour, and invigorate its
force. He (Mr. GRATTAN) approved of that moderation, and
approved of the sentiment—it was not in the sentimeat he dif-
tered from his Rt. Hon. Friend.—Nn, far from it ; he heartily
coincided with him in the sentiment ; it was in the application
of that sentiment that he had the misfortune to differ from him.
He could not agree however with his Right Houn. Friend, that
there were no just grounds for the passing of the two Bills,
the Irish Arms Bill and the Irish Insurrection Bill, which had
been enacted by Parliament. His Right Hon. Friend had said
that there was no just ground for pas:?ing the Insurrection Bill;
and yct has not his Rt. Hon. Fd. admitted, and with truth, that
there has always been a French paity in Ireland? There hasbeen
always a French party in Ireland, that party was always dange-
ﬁ!hand was it less so now, when Europe was France, and
& }rgn,ce was Europe? (hear, hear!) and not that only, but at a
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time like the present, when Irance, like a giant recruited from
his labour, comes down to our shores to menace the liberty
she is not destined to enjoy *—(Hear ! hear !)—If, then, there
were at the present moment French partizans in Ireland, he was
for the application of a bold remedy—he would destroy and
root them from the soil—the common law alone was not suf-
ficient—it was a slow remedy, that could not check the rapid
progression of a vital disease; and therefore was he willing to
accede to the temporary suspension of the British Constitution,
rather than endanger its permanent loss.

With regard to the culogium passed upon his Countrymen by
his Rt. Hon. Friend, he (Mr. GRATTAX) heartily concurred in
that eulogium. The population of Ireland were brave to a pro-
verb—and he believed in his soul that in priaciple they were as
loval as they were brave (hear! hear ) —their rebellion was not
against England or the King, but against oppression and misrule.

" But while he admitted thus far, he was not to be misunderstood
L —His Rt. Hon. Fd. had stated, and stated truly, that the coun-
| ties of Tipperary and Wexford were in a state of tranquillity ;—
but would his Kt. Hon. Friend thence infer, that, because two of
the thirty-two counties in Ireland were declared by their respec~
tive Magistracy not to nced the interposition of Military Law,
that therefore there existed no French Party in Ireland? The
object of the Irish Arms Bill was simply this: ¢ Whereas a cer-
tain banditti, associated for the purpose of plunder, go about
from house to house, in order to take by force from His Majes-
ty’s peaceable and loyal subjects their arms, &c.” Was it op-
pression to check such banditti in their career—the career that
must-finally arm them against all law and social order? He did
not think it was, and he thercfore voted for the enaction of that
Bill.  But it had been his erime, too, to vote tor the Insurrection
Act—UHe had donc so, and he did not think he ever should have
cause to regret that vote. It did go to suspend th_e Constitution;
but 1ts operation was confined to a state of rcbgll_w_n-—-that 18, al
awful emergency alone was to render its applicatton necessary.
The Trial bv Jury, however, was not, even in rebellion, to be
abolished—and the judicium parium was justly considered equi-
yalent to anv such emergencyv. The first Insurrection Act had
originated with the late Lord KinwarpEN; he had drawn 1t up;
and that person was no enemy to the established laws of His
Country—for, at his death he had announced his wish that his
murderers should be brought to justice by the law of the land
gnlv, and not by any extraordinary means of intevention, _A
«till oreater authority had supported the principle of the Bl]l,
the late Lord YE LVERTON, Visconut AVONMORF, then the Chief
Baron of the Exchequer. That great Constitutional Lawyer had
approved of the principle of this Bill upon the ground of its ur-
ecent necessity. e spoke in the Irish Mouse of Lords in tavour
ot the principle in 1796, in 1707 he su_pparted th__c prl_nmp]e, am’l
1798 proved that he was not wrong supporting 1t-l--,’He.ar:
lear! from the Ministerial lenches) . But as to men yet livingy
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they were not without authority : the late Attornéy General for
Ireland was known, even in that House, to be thefe the autho2
rity he was so justly in his own Country : he had approved of
the principle ; the Solicitor General of Ireland had approved
of the principle of the Bill,—a man perhaps of the first genius
in that country, and of a spirit of patriotism liberal and enligh-
tened as his talents. The present Bill has been supported by
them both; and was it so culpable in him (Mr. GrarTAN)
to yleld to his own impulse when sanctioned by such constitu-
tional authority ? The Bill he believed to be necessary—and so
rooted was his conviction, that he should have supported that
Bill, had he been left in a trifling minority ;—nay, continued
Mr. GraTTAN, had [stood alone T should have voted for both
Bills—the state of Ireland justified them. I am not speaking
against Ireland, but [ am advocating the cause of Ireland against
France. Iwould put Ircland herself against the distempers that
would sap her Constitution—it is a strong Constitution. Na-
ture has done much, but something may creep in to abuse the
bounty of nature—at the same time they are not to be considered
as symptoms of weakness——the bodily habit is physically strong,
and the eruptions on the surface prove rather a certain kind of
inane violence, that may be purified into salutary strength ;
correct the external pruriency, and you have all the advantages
of mward health and substantial vigour;—the pimple on the face
of the fair one did not dim the lustre of her beauty, or contract
the fascination of her charms.—In the same manner, if Ireland
had expressed any indignant sense of measures that were deemed
oppressive, the feeling that was strong in resentment for al-
ledged sufferings, would be lively in gratitude for projected
benefits,  Ireland might murmur for what she suffered, but
would be grateful for what she was but promised. So much
for Ireland.  With respect to those two laws, they are enacted
not agawnst freland, but forthe empire. If the suspension of the
Constitution is objected to, I answer that the Mutiny Bill is a
suspension of the Constitution in England; of the dearest
privileges of the Bill of Rights; yet, why was it enacted >—
that we might have an army—astanding army in ngland; and
why are those Bills, the Trish Arms and Irish Insarrection
Bills, enacted ?—why, that the French may not have an army in
Ireland. Tt is good to talk of abstract principles; but it is
better to apply such principles to existing difficulties. I would
suspend the English Constitution in Ireland, that she may have -
it, and maintain it ever after. I like abstract principles where
they can be best applied; those wide, vague, cosmopolitan prin-
ciples were useless if they did not apply, and perhaps were dan-
gerous it they did.

So much for the Bills which I have supported ; and now as to
the % eral state of Ireland, I would say a few words. If you
wou 3;}':'.',15“]3’ Ireland, look to it in three points—Ilook to # in

its.Education, its Agriculture, and its Religion. The system of
< Education was bad—it was, as far as related to the free schoals,
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a monopoly 3 the number of petty schools was inju{'ioijs to the:
cause of Literature. I wou'd go not only to educate the rich but
the poor. Eight thousand acres of land supported but eighteen
free schools, averaging the 8,000 acres at 10,000L. Those free
schools had not suceceded—I am not prepared to say why.
Many of the principals I know to be men of capability, assiduify
and learning—but vet the schools have declined ; perhaps it was
owing to the niggardly policy, that defeated 1ts own object, in
the manner of theinstitution. The petty schools were too many,
and the great ones too few: the result of such an economy may
he readily anticipated. Two or three great public schools would
be better than a horde of those minor incfiicient schools. When
vou plant a little school in awide extent, and yet a limited vici-
nity, you must engratt imbecility upon ignerance—it perishes
by its own weakness ;—whereas colonize learning, and you as-
sist its propagation. I would recommend, therefore, a principal
school n each parish, and not merely a principal institution of
F the kind in each diocese.—As to the sccond consideration, the
,\ Agriculture, itinvolved at once the question of Tithes. Tithes
,’ made the hot-bed of discontent in Ireland. T would propose
some modification with respeet to the mode of collecting them.
Let the Government, suppose, guarantee the payment to the
Clergy, and thus exoncrate the struggling peasant from the
many restrictions that at present hang over him, as to the cul-
ture and management of the little spot that gives him an interest
in the fate of Ircland, by enabling him to fced his wife and fa-
milyv. This subject is peculiarly worth the attention of Parlia-
ment, becanse Tithes have been the source of all the past dis-
turbances in Ircland.  Tithes gave rise to the Hearts of Steel—
Tithes called together the Right Boys—Tithes were the cause of
the W hite Boys—Tithes were the cause of the Peep of Day Boys
—Tithes were the cause of Threshers—Tithes were 1n a manner
a kind of wateh-word to summon the oppressed to act in com-
mon cause agamst their oppression. 1 would propose, then, a
commutation of Tithes—Hear ! hear!} This subject does de-
scrve attention—rfor, if you remove this one cause of discontept,
it willgo in a great degree to fritter away the rest.—-The thn_d
head is Religion : upon this I shall be very brief, because 1t 1s
too obvious to receive anv elucidation from what I could offer
here. I most heartily concur with my Right Hon. Friend : the
door is shut, and the population of Ireland 1s excluded—-—a:}d_ ex-
cluded from what?  From the means of dcfendingg‘ou—t_r(}m
the generous spirit to defend what they have not, an the disin-
terested zeal of co-operating with you in defence of what you
have and enjoy—and that immediately by them to whom you
refuse the samie blessings. The Parliameat have no right to re-
fuse their Religion to a People, when they obey faithfully and l

fight ardently for the laws that it enacts, No one set of men
can justly dictate to another the creed of their own orthodox
no Government had a right to obtrude into the sanctuary of the
human mind, to decide between its GOD and its responsibility.
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But it has been said that the faith of the Catholics of Ireland re-
lated to foreign powers, and engendered foreign affections, [y
was denied by the Catholics in their professions and conduct;
the Ieading sentiment amongst them was hostility to France and
French principles. T will read the Resolutions of the Protestant
Grand Jurors of the county of Kilkenny ; T will read also (he
answer of their Catholic Brethren— (Here the Right Hon. Gent.
read the Resolutions and Answer). W as 1t, then, to be endured,
that such men could in general be suspected of barbouring a
thought favourable to French Politicians? Let England look at
herstrength, and ask herself how much she owes of 1t to Ireland.
The Catholics have gone hand in hand with you in al] your dan-
gersy,—will you now turn your back on them, and deny them a
" participation or a share of your privileges? If you object tothem
pigmy scruples of bigotry and party,—how will you answer to
their mighty appeal to the battles they have fought, and the vic-
tories they have shared in? It is o bad policy. to telk the men
covered with wounds in defence of vour rights, that they shall
have no rights to plead for. But my l)lopes are founded on'some-
thing sounder than your provisions. If the People of Ireland
see their situation with a mind truly great; if, as formerly, their
strength of mind be but proportionate to the extent of their ca-
lamity ; if, with a dignified compassion, they pity and forgive
the pitiable virulence of party animosity ; if they forget every
thing but themselves, and what they have been—and what they
have done in 1779, when they got a Trade—and in the memor.
able 1782, when the got a Constitution (a loud cry of hear !
hear !) 3—if Treland but remembers this, and looks to the pre-
sent momentous crisis with the eye of a gallant, generous, and
high-minded nation,—then will she best refute the calumnies
of ignorance ; she will not turn aside from the cause of Great
Britain, of Europe and the Globe; to listen to the moody mut-
terings of any shabby mutineer—the Right boy, or the Whiie
» Or any other ragged rebel. She will look to what such a
policy did for her in 1779 3 she will see Constitution following
mmerce in 1782; she will ponder upon them and not dis-
grace the example of these hallowed times. French politics
are their own remedy ; Ircland need not look to Holland,
where commerce invited plunder, but could not glut 1t. Ireland
need not look to/Genoa, where prostration was the consequence
of an ill-placed and hasty confidence. She need not Jook to
Italy, where all that was made sacred by time, by babit, by
national prejudice, by religion, served only by the richness of
the spoils, ‘to heighten the splendour of the conflagration (hat
consumed them., Let her remember she has qualified herself
I pursuit of the rights she has obtained, by the freedom that
soughts and the alleciance that acknowledged them. Ircland
has fought by ldly and faithfully to secure 10 England the Con-
stitutic Ireland so naturally wishes to share the blessings of ;
but she will continue in the pursuit of them, as she has done in
' E
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the pursuit of a legitimate object by legitimate means. Let it
be for you to answer her accordingly, and let no narrow policy
prevent you from making the Protestant a people, by making
the Irish” Catholic a Freeman. Such are my sentiments as to
thie state of Ircland. Agreeing, as I do, with the sentiments of
my Right Hon. Friend, whose exertions this night in the cause
of his native country, are above my poor praise, and do equal
honour to his talents and his patriotism ; still 1 differ from himy
in the application of that sentiment. Besides, the motioft ik
its present form goes to censure the late proceedings of Parlia-
ment with respect to that country ; and I do not think that the
House would readily acquiesce in imposing a censure on itself.
1 am willing to give every eredit to the motive of my Right
Hon. Friend in' making the present motion; but it is not to be
expected that [ am now te‘censure my own act in voting for the
two Bills, which the present state of Ireland, and that of Eu-~
rope, as affecting Ireland, in my mind rendered necessary.

(After Mr.GRATTAN, several other Memlers spoke in oppo~
sition to the Motion.]

Mr. SHERIDAN rose amidst cries of ¢ Question,” and ex-
pressed his hope that the House would indulge him with the
privilege granted to persous who brought forward a motion, and
hear his reply to such arguments as seemed to him peculiarly to’
call for attention. OF this privilege he would not avail himself
at any length. Gentlemen scemed to suppose, that he had
censured the passing of the late Bills, and thereby called upon
the House to censureits own acts. He riever had such an
intention, nor could his motion, by any one who took the trou-
ble to attend to it, be supposed to carry any such meaning.—
An Hon. Gentleman (M, Lockart) had said, that he had lis~
tened with great anxiety to his speech, because he expected:
that he (Mr.8.) would have first stated the evil, and then the
remedy. The Hon. Gentleman might have listened to his
speech with anxiety, but be had certainly done so with more
anxiety than attentiomn (@ taugh). He said that he (Mr. S.)
ought to have pointed out the grievance. Certainly not. He'
never thought that he was bound specifically to do that in the
present instanee.  When Ministers came to him, asking him
to give his assent to such regulations as these, the onus probandt
lav_on them. They were to shew what grievances called for
such measures, and that too, before the measures were passed.
¢ But no,” said the Hon. Gentleman, ¢ pass your Bills first,
and then let us hear of grievances.” Inquiry ought to have
preceded the passing of these enactments, and the necessity
for them ought to have been proved. However, the House
had passed the bills, and all he wanted now was, that they
should give a pledge to inquire, whether they had passed thenv
en good grounds or not. This was all he asked.—Then the
Hon. Gentleman accused him of having eaid, that !reland had
heen used worse than a conquered country. Certainly, he had
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said that England had adopted a more ignorant and barbaroug
system of management with respect to Ireland, than ever any
one nation with any pretensions to civilization had adopted
with respect to another, The Hon. Gentleman said, that he
was “taken a-back,” with regard to this Statement, when he
allowed that concessions had been made i the present reign,
and consequently the system changed. This he supposed wag
meant, for he did not pretend to understand the phrase ¢ fykey
a-back,”—not being a naval man, as the Hop, Gent. probably
was. He did not wish, as he said before, to produce any Irrita-
tion whatever ; but, if the times and circumstance when these
concessions were made were considered, it would he found that
they had been wrung from most unwilling minds, rather than
conferred in an open, liberal and generous manner.

Now, his Right Hon. Friend on the bench near him (Mr.
GrarTaN) had made a more able speech in favour of his motion
than he himself could possibly do. That speech was characte.
ristic of his wonted genius and eloquence—and every thing must
be full of genius, animation, and eloquence, that came from him A
This very speech was one great instance of the benefits to be de,
rived from the motion now submitted to the fouse—for his Rt.
Hon. Friend bad, in the course of it, thrown out more informa.
tion respecting the state of | reland, than ever had heen commu.
nicated by any other Member, or at any period for some time
fast.-—But another Member accused him of libelling the Legis-

ation of this Country, and our cosmopolitan and philanthropic
Parliament !  But what had our most philanthropic Parliament
done for Ireland? Why, they legislated withons inquiry for
that Country ;—but jf his motion had been proposed and agreed
to two or three years ago, Parliament would have been better
able to have legislated for Ireland. For the proof of this, he
would only refer to the speech of his Rt. Hon. Friend, who had
exposed the abuses with Fespect to Tithes, the non-residence of
the Clergy, and the state of the Protestant Schools.—Ap Hon,
Gentleman seemed to be mightily offended at his saying, that
Government had not been attentive to Ireland, For a proof of
this, too, he referred ta the spcech of his Rt. Hon. Friend, who
bad stated that 10,000 acres of land supported only 18 Protes-
tant Schools ; and yet, with all this before them, some Gentle-
men pretended that the Government had paid the requisite at-
tention to the state of Ireland! He hoped, however, that an at-
tention of a different sort would be given it. Ireland expected
this—England €xpected it; ang the result, he had no doubt,
would be beneficial to both Countries. His Right Hon. Friend
had adverted to the state of Tithes in Ireland—and, from the ill-
constructed method of collecting and managing these, had de-
duced a great part of the evils under which Ireland laboured.
The Right Boys, Threshers, &c. all arose from the Tithes, which
appeared the most cruel of the burthens under which the lower
ranks.of people in Ireland groaned. Did not this, then, suffi-
_cigntly account for the disaffection in Ireland, without having
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recourse to the idea of a French faction ? His Rt. Hon. Friend -
admitted the general loyalty of the People of Ireland ; but stilk
said, there was a French party in Ireland—a French party; but
contemptible—a miserable faction, destitute of talents and ener-
oy, and of tifling numbers, What he wanted, then, was—to
Dave the nature of this danger ascertained—to ‘sce of what 1t
consisted—to find out the strength of this French faction—and,
if so contemptible as his Right Hon. Friend had said, toapply a
remedy equal to the disease; and mot to overturn the whole
Constitution of a Country on account of a wretched faction.—
His Er. Hon. Friend had compared that general loyalty of Ire-
land, and her French faction, to a beauty with apimple on her
face—a very gallant ilustration, and one that must eertainly be
admired by Irishmen (o laugh). But if he (Mr. S.) were te
give his advice to this beauty, be would say to her, my lovely
charmer, put a patch on that pimple, but do not cover your
whole face with a mask.”” (Loud laughter). Apply this to Tre-
Jand. Were the whole of thedoyal Irish to be deprived of their

Jiberties, because there existed a contemptible French faction?.

Tet the remedy mect the evil—but no more. Let not the foul
mask of Despotism cover the Jands but let Liberty bloom in all
her beauty, where there existed a soil in which she was capable
of flourishing.—It had been aaid, that now, in this difficult cri-
sis, was the time for the Catbolics to shew their loyalty and at-
tachment to the Constitution, and their worthiness to enjoy its
benefits!  But thisawas beginning at the wrong end. }f you
want the attachment of the lrish, begin by giving them some
reason to love you—if you want them to fight your battles, give
ihem something toifight for. But the other way—to deprive
them of a/Constitution in the mean time, was—
<« Propter vitem, vil@ perdere causas.”™

Y ou asked themifov bravery—and took away the motives to it}
—you asked them for Joyalty, and bade them contend for their
laws and diberties—and, at the same time, deprived them of the
benefits of the Constitution ! But his Rt.Hon. Friend said, that
they.were only deprived of these for.a time—and that they would
have their liberties again, after they had achieved some acls that
weould shew their zeal and loyally! He had a different view of
thesubjeet: he wished to give them the motives to act, before
he sent them to action.  But, was this proof of the Irish Catho-
liesrequisite?  Had they not alrcady given it?  Where, by sea
ovland, had they failed to do their duty? When had they shrunk
i the moment of invasion? When had they been deficient n
expressions of loyalty and attachment to the Con‘sntutmnv? and
when have their words been falsified by their actions?  Yet his
Rt. Hon. Friend seemed to think that praof of their loyalty and
seal for the Constitution was wanting |—You must, ‘however,
trust the Catholics—yowmust have them in your Militia. Why,
then, suspect them, and subject them to penalties without cause?
ITe micht be wrong in this; but if that was so, let it Le provqcf.
—A Right Hon. Friend closc by him (Mr. Winpuam) had saicy
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that he seemed to hold the concessions to the Catholics cheap,
His Rt. Hon. Friend was mistaken. He had said, that, without
some other measures in favour of the poorer classes, what was
called Catholic Emancipation might excite envy and jealousy in
them ; the benefits.to them they would consider as not running
pari passu with those of their superiors ; and, without caution,
what was intended to promote harmony might excite contention,

hat did the Bill proposed by the late Administration in
favour of the Catholics do *—It certainly did a great deal indeed,
when it proposed to abolish the restrictions on the R. Catholie
Officer, when he came to a certain rank ; an officer who stood
in this singular situation, that he rose till he had an opportu-
nity of doing some act worthy of preferment—and, however
great the services he might perform, there he stopped, and the
disabilities under which he laboured damped his ardour, and
rendered him less fit or disposed for enterprise and exertion.—
The unfortunate Catholic Officer might therefore be said to risc
to his degradation. The removal of such restrictions was not
doing too mugh, and the best eflfects would certainly have fol-
lowed from the adoption of such a measure. 'Was it not bet-
ter to put confidence in the Irish than to bind them down by
restrictions ? The enemy might hope to break their chaing,
but they could not expect to turn towards them those hearts
that had been conciliated by kindness and confidence. Instead,
therefore, of putting them on trial, his wish certainly would
be to give them the benefits of the Counstitution before they
mustered in the field, Instead of the yoke of slavery, he would
hang the privilege of the Constitution about their necks, and
arm them with their rights.  Without this it was impossible to
expect that the Irish Catholics should be so cordial in their loy-
alty and attachment to the Constitution as they would other-
wise be. He had heard nothing more that appeared to him to
require any particular observation. But he again repeated, if
no other good effect should result from his motion, than an
acknowledgment on the part of Parliament, of the importance
of the subject, of the motion ought to be adopted, Charles
the First asked Serpon, ¢ What was the best way to put
down rebellion ?’ 'to which SkLpaN answered, ¢ remove the
cause.” He begged of the Government to apply this answer
to Ireland, and put an end to disaficction there, by removing
the cause.—Ile would keep his word, and trespass no longer
on the indulgence that had been granted to him.

Mr. GRATTAN explained, that he had not said that any
proofs were nécessary to shew that the Catholics. were loyal ;
but that the want of allegiance was charged upon them by their
enemies, who wonld be put down by such conduct as he had
statede—NMr. SHERIDAN admitted that he had miscongeived
his Right Honourable Friend.

FINIS.
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