=)

DC

Ollscoil Chathair
Bhaile Atha Cliath
Dublin City University

IE DCUA C1/6

Sean Lester Diary - PDF

September 1938 - March 1939






&) 5 . 3 A b ) et
C (,;’/43.,/_;/; o S GV UE 2 i\ Ll

g 4 ; /
7 - L 77 >
AR Kuwnlll | AP U iAn  GL-Tho o etX

e / 5 _ _
o MReue i fana— AN~ &7 o S~

7 - ) K . ik
ey (g o727 WINAAenX 2 "y = La C~e

; J h > <%
MW'\ to foe fade /\\' Q Aath

/ lons

AW\M r H\_,{\\u\ \ 7

A s

7{:}‘ WA«\A Z __; r—t :\ L M\ /7 A~

- (7 = Lholy oo F wll, T

A C g

e lme LM M/( (

-

. o, Ly,

A Uae :%«/\,w( Ceny heare

e b
" Tho apl Srirectlio of o donetcat
=l (‘(%}L ;

~
"

)‘,\‘t(\( elicee, e S"‘*\ Tca C“““L'(‘\

| W"’\/_‘ﬁ

Vo P wole
JIG fo o eolaopns oo ). Ca et i
/LM}. r—ovala L le So L%gﬁv
g{ﬂfv\’bo««s PR 2 SN / »Acbt“—-—«
q

BRI N gt e




D oA /
@l osy oo R 17 otatl s

W.,LQ Wx( L W*C’;_,"’ie ,Lo»n:‘: 4;

v

/

e ke o ‘)’rzu\.@_e (< \) o e B S M PO T o f

P (¢
F = | "Rt S T B f
) ~
M\/’fu/ N~ Q,{“;.\_\_\- —
X Réeg /:C:fﬁ #/K’:M—L‘A’\S” o

ke Or fNs Succraeny TR
(/Za,c-{v—# (.w’ftha mmucw&e aekw
G Bolleont /éwxcw\D

R4 Bwﬂﬂv Crohmines tcetonon
oo Ulia Coe a(/{h;(, ﬁVFA refrailo
e

/ V\/m

*"CLLW\-. _‘,G IL\‘L/.V Sy fWEA#i/'

C" - -
e \*«.A/\.\_ \4—44.4:,3 e
o e /

0 /Clvv\,l, Ch G sy 1 ’)
2 =

M T— A Rl & "\/

A

r—“_,«)/‘ aola 2 s e

e Ko

U,-\,\/VC\.; \//yf«/f_‘ﬁ_t;\

/%

(s \;’sww ‘//w ﬂr,wcq <

-‘M Tieta

;» R fv ‘éut{w L

W"Q*-‘L & S~

=

Cspil iyl enq

i [’«-«:( ‘-‘-fg [ z‘(

fm/ WS

T/ L

Yy uuum . t, O

ao 'IZLK" LA_ Lcjt-« \t._q_‘,‘(z-‘,
O g e had G <l ﬁfv

7F v a7 meq”




o GaNd =P,

Vs oy (g

v—»/&./k AlAAN

:k.’x/;x,‘»k" g ta~f f

'*f e xw‘-\/‘vu/fvt W

Q&W\,l-, «A-/V\-\ { o e o d "J‘(/
/// M r\Clx/J ﬂ%«sﬂ/:_i/«\/(tﬁ
/vwe/,ujq contfrlon on a xm,,o-\_\

[

"

5{0 uﬂ;

74 /
I 2 A
e e e, e, v/

"4/,/‘4\/\/1/ /A/?//M K\/ "—W‘vﬂ/(/"‘—‘—v-\«
ow o% (& el

1%

AN ° o) 2)
Y P o
[0 aw Xewa >,

PN o
(V8] At ( v?/ Ly I /
/) =
R VS A A W a ps

\ A

Astcionin oA -y

;1\~ — :,\,H_{
i A J—tl, e
Gl E O I
!

1 .
AN, ] DA c CAN—L220




October 8th 1938

France and Britain have retired behind
thelr Chinese wall in Europe - the Maginot Line -
and abandoned the rest of the Continent to
Germany. I do not think this is an exaggerated
view of what has happened during the past month:
even a few weeks ago France still had allies in
Europe and an actual and potential strength:
to-day she has none.

De Vglera as President of the Assembly, on
the 30th of September sald that Europe had come
to the brink of the abyss and had shrunk back
appalled by what they saw.

Since May, when the Anglo-French intervention
checked the German threat to Czechoslovakia,
Hitler has been preparing; towards the end of
August, 1 million and 1/2 men were under arms in
Germany and for months a violent blast of propa-
ganda was emitted daily by Goebbels, magnificent
propaganda machine: Britain and France, uneasy,
looked on. Heinleln claimed complete autonomy
within the Czech State and even the right to
decide on forelgn policy in respect of the Franco-
Russlan alllances. The Czechs had negotiated and
drawn up various schemes to meet Sudeten cleims,
but early in September, it was apparent that the
Sudeten's case - and of course they had one,
though not as much as the Germans in Poland and
the Germans in Italy - was belng used as a pre-
text. Czechoslovakla must be destroyed. Britain
and France began to stiffen. I came back from
my holldays saying there would be no war because
I believed that France and England had at last
reached the point where they would have to stand.
The Czechs on the whole remained cool and remarka-
bly restrained.




The Sudeten's claims advanced week by week
and we had in Europe a period of such tense emo-
tion and fear under the threat of a world war as
people have rarely experienced. Germany concentra-
ted mechanized troops on the Czech frontier. The
Czechs had one of the best armies in the world
and was probably the best equipped. Nuremberg
came and the speech of hysterical violence from
Hitler. The French called half a million men to
the colours-X¥ One night at the dinner for the
British Commonwealth of Nations Delgates - at
which by the way de Valera attended for the first
time and drank the toast to His Majesty - it
was announced that Chamberlain would the followlng
day fly to Germany to see Hitler. Tremendous
enthuslasm. I sat by Andrews, the South-African
Delegate and remarked that I supposed he would
sell Czechoslovakia; I,no more than others,
doubted the man's sincerity, but I doubted his
Judgement, his knowledge of the nazi. Hitler
recelved Chamberlain in Berchtesgaden and agreed
to the cesalon of all Sudeten land where there was
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/ Vv, 200 7 [ b e 5 & fomaK, Kallo—- more than 50% of Germans, etoc. He returned home
e C el L - 3 5 o - Jubilant ang obtalning the consent of the French,
e s ke Ka Choyy 2hdis e Zadr~2 forced the acquiescence from Czechoslovakia. A
wh b meeting had been arranged a week later, but in
et £, ibﬁgﬁv,x£u~ Mo Qs 5/20144J e the meantime the German press andradio were in-
= . creasing their demands; the British Prime Minister
(JhV;LJ,JWJM, Ueutr  gicommde Vbl Ui flew back a week later to Germany; it was no great
3 4 surprise to those who knew the nazil method to find
/) A U that during the week the price had gone up. Fresh
AALNOARR 8. P R demands were made upon Chamberlain and even he
' - as he later gaid - "bitterly reproached the
Chancellor". The armies were mobilized in nearly
every country in Europe. 1In Switzerland we had a
black out; the bridges to all frontiers were mined
and the tank trédps prepared and the British fleet
was mobilized. Clinging to the hope of peace by
negotiation, Chamberlain asked Mussolini to inter-
vene and a few hours before the German general mo-
bilization was to take place, it was agreed that
Mussolini, Hitler, Chamberlain and Daladier would
meet in Munich. The 1lat of October had been fixed
for the German advance 1in Czechoslovakia. On the
night of the 29th, the four Powers came to an
agreement. The Czechs withdrew to the line agreed
upon; Chamberlain on hig return to London walyed
& paper into the air ang announced that he had,
like fBeac come back from Germa ny
"carrying peace with honour". There ig something
indecent in this, "Peace for our time" he sgaid,
_ o but that remalns to be seen. The peoples of the
o Chs, world have accepted the peace with a great sigh
- of relief ang Chamberlain'sg reception in London,
Q= 9. * et Wl ke as Daladler's in Parig and Mussolini's in Rome
Thauy bondy S were those for a great hero; here and there a
voice of warning was raiged: Durf Cooper, who
was First Lordof the Admiralty resigned; no
Minister resigned in Parig,
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It has changed the face of Europe. Poland
has snatched her bit from the Czechoslovakian
carcasf am Hungary is to get her share. The Czechs
are offered an Anglo-French guarantee which seems
a shameful kind of farce and worth nothing. The
way to the South-East of Europe 1ig opened to the
Germans. The Polish Inspector General of the Army
celebrating the transfer of Tsechen hag announced
that the of brute ¢g in Europe now begins
and spoke of the 1llus ééﬁ;ge of the Western demo-
cracles. Of course, there is the fact that the
German people themselves were psychologically
even less prepared for war than the French angd
British. There is the possibility still that
something can be built on the new contacts between
the four Leaders; there ig a talk of a Four Power
Pact. It may be, as Chamberlain hopes, the time
of negotiation has come back again. Hitler has
declared he has no more territorial pretentions
in Europe. Some people believe it. In fact I

think he does not need to move a soldier for
some years; the way is open to him for economic
and political progress through Hungary, Roumania,
Yugoslavia. There 1s no count erpoise to his welght
now; I think Poland will probably be left alone
for some time; the small countries have lost any
vestige of confidence they had in France and Bri-
Komarnicki, the Polish Delegate met me
during the crisis ang with hisg sﬁarmy smile asked
me: Was not Beck right? I sought an elucidation:
"Who would believe in the word of France now?"




It 1s too soon really to form very definite
opinions, but the first words in this note repre-
sent mine.

What Chamberlain has done is a logical
sequence of the policy pursued by Britain and
France during the past two years; they paralysed
the League of Nations; they gave no help to the
weak attacked by the strong; they ran away every
time a threat was uttered; now they have glven
Germany,for nothing but temporary peace, the frults
of a great campalgn.

I believe they could, even a few weeks ago,
have convinced Hitler they were ready to act in
defence of their undertakings; they certainly
could have prevented these developments even 2
or 3 months ago. The Nazi and Fasclst systems
have made so great a victory that one wonders
seriously now how long 1t may be before even

France and even England are forced to adopt
something of their system and methods. Democracy
in a way does not matter, but the other mgge%(sﬁg
decent life for civilized men entirely £ g:
there 1s still the garden and the river.
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1938.

Hy dear Smyllie,

I have been reading the leadin
Irish Times during recent months with thegre

great consolation to me as I am convinced
our people must for their own sake ta
intelligent interest in international am precluded
myself from expressing any views, but 1 few icles in
any newspaper so well informed on the fmaealrt elements in
the dangerous international situation of 7041 Y.

De Valera was a very good President of the Assembly
and h fs a very solld position now in the international

com unity, Has 1t ever ooocurred to you how much ny small
8tate in our circumstances would feel Justified in expending
in order toc secure such a recognized position as the Le:gue
has given to our new State, with all the consequent imponde-

rable returns? Or has it oococurred to you to reflect on the
influence de Valera's visits So Geneva have nad upon our

vital Anglo-Irish relationship? In apite of the Lezgue's
temporary "obscurcissement" in the field of high politics
Geneva remains the most remarkable and valuable place for
statesmen and diplomats and especlally for thoma of the
small countries which would have no other window openag

on the world.

I read the other day a copy of a letter sent by
an American to another, and althoush it is marked by the
conditions under which 1t wneyﬁ&friedly written, I thought
it would interest you. I eﬁclbﬂa a copy but think i1t would
be better 1f you 414 not feel tempted to publish anything
about 1it,

With kindest regards,

:ﬁe "Irish Times",




Beginish,
Crosthwaite Park,
Dunlea ry,

Co. Dublin,

answad 1o '(-A otfbfmrachme — R
‘—/f - S ;4 ‘A "’vv ‘Z.p Borer conmon Ly

Thosr: cnitedq

C'\-A»&JM %b Tl pervaasii
7

R, 0 8oy
‘/V\/é /"«v/M Cf‘ —_— R Cornaot :
ol £ A s Ue [l
fhoislio 2wy hark o
N J

v . SR el Uy QL bgn
/JJMWcV e.cfwm 1o ™

" Adn o & ¥ il ik 2
/’}"uf ud Ul e V/LW~ 2 o Q— l
ot o o Lo/»v;& < A Ll ot AXA
AT 7
! P e 3
Tnodet 2o\ oty ik f)w:/u,,. ) /he cayp weo
! = LAl ofn O et
\—K'\,(/‘ dh GaRrAA ¢ “ V{

s = 2ol : o l’:"v&.gu CLA'/:~;\~wL‘(:»4‘
7 -~ !
(s Q.Q,«/*}/g) PRt

~
A ( « DELL. e
b N f i.v(. e Fra P S \.f/\u&vk D) =
i 5

fcltw Ll = gt Cad a-;:f‘-(/(,

e 3
L A L
. \{yq__a_b e & )9« ey AL \7 ty

o) the cveod, ol J 1~
ndan, Asficocts dad

!







n 4 4
-4 <‘ M, A C)«‘A// it

'z — 7 /) P 1
Ao = R airm ey

dec '\L_D "_)—u:_\ v’m‘-,l—\ N 18 TLl-er \ oA
1 D= 7o

o a A . ) 4 i
LS AL R0 a AfAfle . L [

2 f

f A s N ;ta\—\ﬂ‘ S Al /2/‘ s//" »‘ Ll@,(’\,cﬁs

- I - 2 P =

/Q,it— 8 R lo gy Aok f»w‘? xRt
- A L 4 g/

[/ . 4
2 wuﬂ\ a o~ af /S owciaA
Y

N Y e Z(/‘—\n/;/‘ Aknt AN
[~ -

3 . ©an 4 . / g
O Raame e | W NB—e iy \*_V\WQQ: Ating My y e

/(J/Q %e—*’ 7947 6\;& ecoal, ot Lﬂ/ ?//\,Qq &CJ—/?MM% A A, s

v

'I,/k:‘: Vsrriryy G Sgﬁ\ﬂ—fc = /;WPCJ‘ a 4 & WA /\//"\ LM‘MQ s
L I00) Z&VW;( J.; Can, -’/—LA — Ll chc,\r_\ AN 4.94/,9_.4,; {C./z; T/c;a

y o Gache Thong(  Sen 2
(RO o ENRRET S J ol s iR Tl o et
o /wf{ Pzent, vE,T Co A Ty, b Stk

Vi s D + E ) i
Ry o chenokads an  “then naling' P

v Yoty
N n /) el . .
imf P AL o) LI\}‘M_\ . <
1 . {,
v A }:V\,a—d Vea ~ % {;Zuwvﬂ ‘J/ tha
e e e Y

1}
AN ~—




c . = L2 2
/‘V'Z-/g aev ’M@W«Q Lo bt
1 —+0 - - B T, A 2
Ty R B O L cefean o K e AeaX g
Vi
o p < p 5 ) 4+
NAA 'J/u, M OW_M. A frl A/
A Zn £ / 0 V]
—gu 4«/.,,,;/, — 7/4 1 ot AT é\ T = DWW &
a

. 7! /) o\ 7 J M ———
(4 Ses e f'{/{ S o S ’;/‘«U-v e M,

A/\h 5’»} "/—-c Jq,mx-a M”“‘W
Lot vTheiv war =22l arlon wha
o W Lok

|
G Bt

Wa fronsd Ao

“’ ~Ben e K

L ronsihrilD

L

Cmhipalian
£ ;o o ¢ '_'e‘:’“\
a \P’}" o/ — .o-/“‘iM Aot e

~

/4 o e,
J ooty L0 T DA

K

o Cernheu ity

/,, VR0 . {‘M /(u/(:vf/‘ LAl

asta A) 'C Wi o a ) L
/"Vl""/“"’ Lty a3y P c“{—«a‘) é’

Czc‘\»vsﬁ—(.,}“ A \4_,«, Wwo

0 ALY o
Sflw/ﬁc T el

1
7

o L DO oONS

a‘)s ad~ e <o

M\\,f_ .J/H,L\

/‘-\uf ‘(‘S {‘{\_(\MVJ ‘({) e
//hsin/a-»LT;
A_'g &‘MLD

:‘7:;:.”( e )
L .

a—— Ep‘ﬂ—v-f- e 17(1\&7\4,’ / M
L Lo L

T ‘o L‘,.. /i Zho.
“///

/ 2] )
4 % \ ‘/}b‘_ﬂ e wuh Ao elemal)

K A & —Ch

fa -5/ P
i )

Sesedle, lai) \@n bt A i,

— o \ >

o fC“.,‘fT»/- K S9e b 3\;\ ri\L‘ 2o (2, 23
_fﬁ ~ {

e M /440—1/(0/»«1‘ )L\\—L

et o . Hesd Ao

1y et
7 -

A— A L«u‘)\'c\
e

‘u ;7,&1/,/:(_ ‘"C(ﬁ\, rz_n,, \“04,‘,1_“/3 .
é/muf(, N es edh il LTy

. o 3
L«nv( o ;/Vx,pw-...(ué\w oA,

P

O‘\/‘-Q fiia/u] Cor ‘,C.A‘MHJ,C,Q Z‘-\c._{_
[ \’\—\: // M c\J-wu 10

o

L \—." 4 vu\,u\.. “ia

/
Ld-k’_lq,‘ LQ-&‘OLA'—«.‘ Latlinys
e cotag

O CE Himi [L D)

atlo 4



L'A/F/‘:_‘)’ Ao e S







) Y7 N - f o ;
Fellvron¢ TR @tsateiia o~ 9 a
)

7/ 2
SR i C/VVJ N
/ 4

/ 4
‘c""“' FERS a—

) "
V exs a Ax”v)/u,; ,/_,,QV/:_ S‘——"/-/\

/ 7 ’

/ £ :
»‘M {7 whoa A Lo (een,
4 eV v
A e R a.;—; ;

) 7 1
s "\a—S 2 Aaiarc Al =

Lt

oG, e 'f’)—u_n_/v,,;_, BAS A AL " P iy SV =
/ 7
e /

7 7’ - /7
g L 27 i [~
Ay — / o v /

Re Mg
[ > g A s
d b wneAbons A, e 2

/, OV, oD, ATV oty an a

) / ” A
1 N
e "_,va(; 2

e

L-VA—(VV > 7 »/6 "1\1{{\\.'1
S oot fmnt Bl 2
7, "
/'fuz A’-»Mb

éw‘ Sy Vel

SPn inr A " vy B s Y
o Kty Lo RRR (o ACoT

P M—:/S ‘4—\ — \—o'é&‘_‘ A :L':/J; i 4
y v b 7 g LAt

:;-‘ A A (.,«/‘4 / 3 .

Lk UYL R aan) | s A 1 0N s S
%, & Q i AN [
Allenehy e CaNrdaal Temu A !




Mok, fock fum [onden., %xma
‘CL—;' . :O dlko&o“ ,Jo-wt W a,%
/W\{«-{ Uhe % Z‘:MLS /Vf““tj mfuw(

L«M—VL W R ol s
Ac‘z-fua 75( ML»V ek ?

Q w (V"\-f‘\/

Camnk ‘—’

ok - ywvvrf\ Sccriaty cead % AnRe (,/Lw

4 /%w\/ﬂ/"‘ P 7%—.,.4

A aew>

oL A&'_e, ‘-‘ MJ((

/&Wkkv«b r T \4.,,‘,0&(

A W b L —

Sy AT TS AR Y arvices| \wpv.jf f_‘-"“t(/(f
dfflelbn v s»f,(zb.ré»_z
‘ -
{WM\T;

Lot v ccrnl

;\u Gs ecr

U ‘/f:c‘ ke~

; —d«p Q/fvo-vc/.’ o ALL\ttu«_(‘~f‘ {(_
/Mﬁw& T oo ¢ MMC\ 73

{w\_‘,b A 8. h.v\.a Ay k—ﬁl»\/x ﬂv‘? //\Aﬁ\04144)

-6 L-—/—w,st; Wv ~— T"LL(_J 7««»»@ /AZ L(L‘D
’/l lkl[k

T L%} 2 Qe et

ey 2 {L" cc /—,l, — (\"LQ t

Vol B35 —  dF dooedf
/ U




A =
; L M%W‘;/_, & eq
AtwA— 75 A " g ol
- el ) Ry T o
) r 0 [
F ok 1 BLGS o I e v L ¢
e = s : LH e el DN e B <\‘3~3 RKE_ o L W)
/ 4 1
= ARt S, J & . 9 Qhats,
s ‘\L( { QMJ& ¥ gcj: o-»vkm,mavk T
‘L»&’k/ ;c,o,;/‘ e Z‘ ¢

|~~\a,7bl
J Y

—z '/ . »
: NM—C: Lﬁ /L1 ’Q_gg,g 73 \77 lhe Qe L(‘,%/:«] | 7o :L W‘\,WL\ .
T ¢M€ e ee., dera @y f Ll /\,Ld..« »”,Z 2 C(_f Cay iy ,%a‘,u,ﬂ)
‘ (
\“/(/\_/-/t._r,« s RAQ

~ / 2 .
[fefetcpe T L'}j we affl, o e, 7 ~
#5% / \,Lu/,vwzc\
1 o~

a ChesySvenp
~\

5/ 4
) Lo Aoakeo,

//

wuu\:

¥

) W __.,k‘s—n,; P L
/ o /\_?Lx“‘

’&_jm‘-\k\ é/vf‘&a.‘b\ (o

e

o 7
A~ |




Polan
‘eal gnat!
not at all sure,
January 1937.

Nevertheless I agree




ourages such hop

Beck has not been in neva for t! ten

but he has himself 1icly deplored t under-
taking by the League of taske which it cannot fulfil and

has pointed to Danzig ams a case in nolnt

Nove.
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Deor Monsie \ve ¢ =
il “hgas 7 e 70
- You have pProbably observed the
sharp chenge or tone which has teken place in Lngland
¥ith regard to foreign affairs, Such indicetion or 1t
88 uappenrs gn the public Press is a true reflection of
a firmer attitude and greater confidence Which run thro €h
*he whole aoup Y. This ia no Goubt due in the firsg
Place to the big Progress made in naticnal amanents,
which enables leaders of the country to spesak with great-
er 4ssurance, both at home and abroad, and removes from
the Ordinary individual the feeling or frustraticn which
had depressed him for asome tine, Another thing has been
the rocovery in France, and g third 1z the attitude
Guerica, Therec is a further matter also to pe taken
gount of, Despite the cont i nued attacks on the Govern-
n '3 Spanish Policy, there has been a tura in 4y tide,
The controvs 8y about intervention Or non~interventi m,
in 1ts Tamiliay form, is now rather out or date and atte
enticn {s directed to inmediate Problemg on which the
Government ia pursuing a stronger and Hore active Policy.
The Prime Min{atcr, in his quiet Wway, hes nmede one op
two laconic references to hig expectation that Italy will
carry out Promiges uade, and has Beveral times refes
to Germunyvg Tailure to make any contribution to ap]
rent o But the cutstrmdin‘u, Cvent has been hisg emph
28surange o mn 5100, This has won universal g Pproval
and brought considauruble relief, Many fres red t his
Previous Assuranses, which Wore well understood ag hone,
had not made a sufficient lupression in other countries,
2nd that he misht ratullyhdeluy-mking ‘Eho -:x:::«:v:{vocgl

Snnouncement to whiah he tte - o
denger was that he rnight meke 1t too late to give other

a chance of Treconsidering their policy and so let the .
gountry in for war, which by an undelayed eng e nt to
France might otherwise héve been avoided. . He was re-
lustant to do so at Tirst becsuse he folt he hed be n' 8
sufficiently ezplicit on the subject in Honma , d beguuse
he thought 4t mizht complicate and hapden thcA situation,
But the Ttalian pross campaign on the lines that ,,,IL;‘,L(H,ld
wWould not stand by France if she were nenaced or ut'u.c}\cd,
gonvinead him that 1t was no longer poas:‘.u_’.v.to rui‘.‘;.in
from publiely and definitely rmtting all 4 ubts on t.jw:.
natter to rest, The statement was everywhers Zl.l:)u{llud!
Wt only bessuse 1t is folt %0 be inevitable that ngland
france must stand together, but also because & sure

and Fra;




knowledge or this beforehand gives an addition, nhove
that 1t may be a deterrent to any actively aggnssive
steps, It is partiy a reflection of the belie, htlga
for yesrs in many directions, that if England hed ack”
similarly in 1914 the last war might have been avey’
These three things - the 1ncrcusing,5m§ge
strength of the country, a revival in France, 0 for
anerican trend of bolicy - are mainly rcqupj?lgqnis_
the new spirit which is to be noted met opX Lt o
3orial speeches but in daily conversatirs €VeTrywhe that
thinlk there is any truth in t»4 suggestion 21 cal
influence, tn.deliberately engineered as & psycholog d
from doing so when the loaders of the country refraine
advanced. Incidentally,ate of preparedness was 1c:s
the Government deliberatoly emprider the charge tha d=
ness, or that they deliberately allowéd"%”ng?rfgfgzeto
Y us

iey to sacrifice Czechoslovakiu, is nonsense,

not a charge often heard now, but it appears from time
to time in extremist quarters and occasionslly, I am
told, in America,

speech to the Reichsta muddled
everal i 11
ent brought
Everything
. ency .
one of the dedu Hitler*s spsech and
recent diplomatic movements in Europe, is that the next
orisis will be in the West and not in the East, ang any
comforting expectation that Hitler was looking the other
way has, for the bresent, besn dissipated. Speculat ion,
of course, is rife regarding Hitler's reul intentions
in connection with Italy's "natural aspirations", and
also regarding the effeaot upen his actions ef the serious
internel conditions of Germany. It mey lesd him to a
desperate throw, This is not lost sight of, but it is
e tremendous proposition now, for the prolonged attenpt
to divide England and France has conclusively feiled,
both Powers have grown in strength and material end moral
support from iAmerica has inereased,

The Party political situation hes slso under-
gone a notable change recently. The Prime Minister's
stiffening has responded to the instinots of the mass
of people, including his own supporters, and his position
has accordingly strengthened. It has bscone celear, too,
that whatever criticism may be lovelled at him, he has
won the confidence of the People of Germany and Italy.
This is a peint of grest significance, and Harola Nicklol-
son, for example, who ie one of the most independent cri-
tics emong Govermment supporters in Parliament, told me




hought it was a faot, iuportant
0 retain the Prime Winister in
also said that he and others, including
had influenced the Prime Minister from within
ministerial ranks in e way that would have been ale
most impdssible ir they were in open opposition, and
that I believe 1o /be true, elthough to what degree
it is hard to say,

While the Prime Minister and the Government
have gained ground recently, the Opposition has cor-
tainly lostg ground. There is a great deal of division
in the rank ang file of the Party over the Guestion of
unity orf Governnent opposition on one pletform, 8ir
Stafford Cripps, one of the ore advanced but also one
of the abler leaders of the Labour Party, hes been ex-
belled for advocating unity, and although his expulsion
was voted by all but two members of the Labour Party
Ixecutive, this by no means represents the stute of
things in the Party generally, and it has weakened its
reputation as well as its position, It is probably
this fact that has persuaded sone members of the Gove
ernment, like Si: {ingsley ‘ood, © it would be a
800d moment for a geneoral election, but the Prime Min-
ister is so far against 1t,

The uncertainty in international develop-
ments is sti1] hampering trade, though conditions have
improved somewhat since the Reichatag spewch, and thero
scems to be gencral agreement that there w?ula be a
rapid improvement with any rcal 1esacn1n$ of ;enflon.

7a1t Mussolini's next word, but here again
ng¥,n?: g‘}inigg feeling that 1% 1s time to assume

nere f = e - 3 a w
the initiative wherever posslbﬁe u?u pgt F? ﬁ%lgznths
ups and downs to be governed DYy speeches in Ber (5}

Rome,

Yours sincerely,

ATV )
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Gwatkin,
Charron
eoup, eaid that the reason
were not guaranteed after Munich
belleve it was the end of the
ad expected was another Munich ar that this
would have given Germany the same results; tt shock came
because of the slightly different metho &
astonished at the pesgsimism in Paris, pessi

outlook for peace. He went on to indlcate

ted

was that Hungary and Roumania would be incorpora
servants of the five years plan without any territ
changes and when this was done Germany would turn
open her discussions with the West. There would be no
danger of conflict, he thought, dn ng this preparato
period, but the colonial question w ich would then be
ralsed, could very easlly produce a conflict.

I don't mind the cold-bloodedness, but it
does seem extraordinary that the whole preparations

a test with Britain and France

Charron reporte
point
ple.
in
me a letter m Grag >h 11ted States
Flnancial Economic Co b which meets

next week and which putsa up proposals more ess for

i
an economlc defence and which he regards as very revealing

as to the attitude of W
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frontiers were not guaranteed after Munich was that
they did not believe it

Eco




ﬁvvm /’;-w” f‘{; % ZQWL-(& f;,
e ; / 1
&—Wv(p W % 1,074 o
V/"ﬂ” Awwe ., VI BN
Lyélau,é oo fren b athd.
W‘W///Z;\ o

V"“M




?,Amxu o i 10 T eomn
e rueed. jﬁx\o? o o [)vw% /













	c1_6_0001
	c1_6_0002
	c1_6_0003
	c1_6_0004
	c1_6_0005
	c1_6_0006
	c1_6_0007
	c1_6_0008
	c1_6_0009
	c1_6_0010
	c1_6_0011
	c1_6_0012
	c1_6_0013
	c1_6_0014
	c1_6_0015
	c1_6_0016
	c1_6_0017
	c1_6_0018
	c1_6_0019
	c1_6_0020
	c1_6_0021
	c1_6_0022
	c1_6_0023
	c1_6_0024
	c1_6_0025
	c1_6_0026
	c1_6_0027
	c1_6_0028
	c1_6_0029
	c1_6_0030
	c1_6_0031
	c1_6_0032
	c1_6_0033
	c1_6_0034
	c1_6_0035
	c1_6_0036
	c1_6_0037
	c1_6_0038
	c1_6_0039
	c1_6_0040
	c1_6_0041
	c1_6_0042
	c1_6_0043
	c1_6_0044
	c1_6_0045
	c1_6_0046
	c1_6_0047
	c1_6_0048
	c1_6_0049
	c1_6_0050
	c1_6_0051
	c1_6_0052
	c1_6_0053
	c1_6_0054
	c1_6_0055
	c1_6_0056
	c1_6_0057
	c1_6_0058
	c1_6_0059
	c1_6_0060
	c1_6_0061
	c1_6_0062
	c1_6_0063
	c1_6_0064
	c1_6_0065
	c1_6_0066
	c1_6_0067
	c1_6_0068
	c1_6_0069
	c1_6_0070
	c1_6_0071
	c1_6_0072
	c1_6_0073
	c1_6_0074
	c1_6_0075
	c1_6_0076

